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We, the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation  
(TIN 94-2541623), hereby certify that all funds  
received on the behalf of the San Jose Scottish  

Rite Foundation,  
The Children’s Language  Disorders 

 Clinic, and/or the San Jose Scottish Rite Scholarship 
funds are used for charitable  

purposes only and the donor receives no goods  
or services in return  for their donation.* 

 

2015 Honor Roll Board 
   Make your contribution to the San Jose  
Scottish Rite Bodies  and have your name  

included on the “Honor Roll”.   

Your annual gift of $100.00 or more will help 
the San Jose Lodge of  Perfection,  

Chapter Rose Croix, Council of Kadosh and  
Consistory reach the level necessary to provide 

quality events for our future success.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Get your annual gift in for 2015  
Honor Roll 

and be placed on the Honor Roll ! 

“ 2015 ” 

HONOR ROLL 
 
 

Bro. Robert Laws 32˚ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Rite Word Support  

for 2015 
 

 

Your donations for the Rite Word are  
Instrumental in helping make a meaningful  

communication! 
 

Limited Advertising is now available.   

Call Angela Athans for information. 

(408) 978-7483 
 

RITE WORD 

God Bless a
ll w

ho have 

 graciously donated! 

Thank you! 



Ill. Frank Loui, 33° P.G.M.   

Sovereign Grand Inspector General in California,  

 Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite 

  Southern Jurisdiction, U.S.A. 

Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33° 
Sovereign Grand Commander 

 Supreme Council  A.A.S.R.   

Washington, D.C. 

2014 - Lodge of Perfection 

Venerable Master Bro. Joseph DaSilva, 32° KCCH 831-635-9749 

Senior Warden Bro. Jack Harris, 32° KCCH 408-314-6124 

Junior Warden Bro. Tom Bergevin, 32° 408-985-5996 

Master of Ceremonies Bro. Hank Vlcek, 32° 408-578-6208 

Captain of the Host Bro. Martin Maxey, 32° 831-402-4903 

      2014 - Chapter of Rose Croix 

Wise Master Bro. Wolfgang Lochner 32° 408-505-1822 

Senior Warden Bro. Cordell H. Bleiler, 32° KCCH 650-948-1400 

Junior Warden Bro. Brandon Duenas, 32° 408-763-7696 

Master of Ceremonies Bro. Ion Vasilescu, 32° 408-371-7172 

Guardian of the Temple Bro. Charles Cowden, 32° KCCH 831-685-3416 

2014- Council of Kadosh 

Commander Bro. Randy Downey, 32° KCCH 408-674-8341 

1st Lt Commander Bro. Will Montoya, 32° 408-274-1137 

2nd Lt Commander Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

Marshal of Ceremonies Bro. Jose Pulido, 32° 408-205-6432 

Lt of the Guard Bro. Richard Bartlett, 32° 831-331-3342 

2014 San Jose Consistory 

Master of Kadosh Bro. Gregg A. Hall, 32° 408 -656-2459 

Prior Bro. Richard Rosenberg, 32° 650-494-8792 

Preceptor Bro. H. “Bud” Ramsey, 32° KCCH 408-838-3730 

Marshal of Ceremonies Bro. Shaker Nazer, 32° 408-554-9234 

Captain of the Guard Bro. Bill Mattson, 32° 408-771-1872 

2014- General Officers 

Personal Representative Ill. Kenneth G. Nagel, 33° 510-468-9864 

Assist. to the Personal Representative Ill. Richard A. Meyers,  33°  408-264-0277 

Treasurer Bro. James Arnold, 32° 408-859-7523 

General Secretary Bro. Henry A. Vlcek, 32° 408-757-1774 

Prelate Bro. Mike Sloan, 32° 408-365-8266 

Almoner Bro. Jerry Best, 32° KCCH 408-712-5370 

Orator/Librarian Bro. David Kimball 32° KCCH 408-836-6792 

Tiler Bro. Tom  Tefft, 32º 408-229-9460 

Club Liaison Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

Director of Ceremonies Bro. Charles Cowden, 32° KCCH 831-685-3416 

Assist. Director of Ceremonies Bro. Joseph DaSilva, 32° KCCH 831-635-9749 

San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies 

Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry 

Directors of the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation 

President Ill. Kenneth G. Nagel, 33° 510-468-9864 

Treasurer Bro. James Arnold, 32° 408-859-7523 

Secretary Bro. Henry A. Vlcek, 32° 408-757-1774 

Director (exp 9/30/2016) Ill. Richard Fisher,  33° 408-779-4088 

Director (exp 9/30/2016) Bro. Jerry Best, 32° KCCH 408-712-5370 

Director (exp 9/30/2017) Bro. Gregg A. Hall, 32° 408 -656-2459 

Director (exp 9/30/2017) Bro. H. “Bud” Ramsey, 32° KCCH 408-838-3730 

Director (exp 9/30/2015) Bro. Jack Harris, 32° KCCH 408-314-6124 

Director (exp 9/30/2015) Bro. Randy Downey, 32° KCCH 408-674-8341 

Venerable Master Bro. Joseph DaSilva, 32° KCCH 831-635-9749 

Wise Master Bro. Wolfgang Lochner 32° 408-505-1822 

Commander Bro. Randy Downey, 32° KCCH 408-674-8341 

Master of Kadosh Bro. Gregg A. Hall, 32° 408 -656-2459 

Assist. To the Personal Representative Ill. Richard A. Meyers,  33°  408-264-0277 
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The Bodies of the Ancient and  

Accepted Scottish Rite, sitting in the 

Valley of San Jose, in the Orient of 

California, acknowledge and yield all 

allegiance to the Supreme Council 

(Mother Council of the World) of the 

Inspectors General, Knights 

 Commander of the House of the Tem-

ple of Solomon of the Thirty Third 

Degree of the Ancient and Accepted 

Scottish Rite of freemasonry for the 

Southern Jurisdiction of the United 

States of America. 
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B rian is an inquisitive little boy with a wonderful sense of humor. 

Brian has been working on his articulation and language skills twice 

a week for the last year. He has made great gains, and is currently 

working on producing /z/ in the final word positions of his sentences 

and conversation. We are also beginning to try the tricky /r/ sound and 

“th” at the beginning and end of his words. Brian works very hard while 

enjoying a good laugh from time to time. 

Brian’s mother, Mrs. Hamilton, was referred to our clinic by Brian’s school, Mandala Children’s House. 

Mrs. Hamilton notes that before receiving services at the San Jose Scottish Rite Childhood Speech and 

Language Clinic, “Many people could not understand him and he seemed to be frustrated at school while 

communicating with the kids and teachers. He seemed to drop beginning and ending sounds or  

mispronounce the sounds altogether.  Since treatment began, Ms. Jenna has been amazing and helped him correct a lot of his 

speech sounds in words and  

sentences. Now Brian seems to be a more confident speaker. We can certainly understand him more easily and even our adult 

friends and his previous speech therapist mentioned to us they noticed a difference. The most rewarding part about receiving  

services at the Scottish Rite Clinic is that my son now speaks more clearly and his performance at school has improved. We can-

not believe that the speech therapy services here are free! My son is very lucky that he gets to receive twice a week speech thera-

py services for free for 18 months. The program is absolutely unbeatable! Without the clinic and his wonderful Speech-Language 

Pathologist, Ms. Jenna, Brian would not have shown this much progress and improvement. The San Jose Scottish Rite Childhood 

Clinic is a great program with a family friendly facility that helps kids gain confidence in their speech. The Scottish Rite Clinic and 

the clinicians are very friendly, helpful and efficient. The clinicians are focused, professional and provide high quality speech and 

language therapy. Thank you so much!” 

From the Clinic 



VOLUME 9,   ISSUE 1 Page   5 

Would you like to  
advertise your Business? 

 

Contact the Business Office:   

Angela Athans - 408-978-7483 

Business Card -  $20  per month / $200 per year 

 1/4 Page - $40 per month / $400 per year 

  1/2 Page - $80 per month / $800 per year 

      Full Page - $160 per month / $1600 per year 

YOUR  

COMPANY ! 
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Shut Ins 

Ralph V. Sharp 
7010 Stagecoach Pass 
Show Low, AZ 85901 

Visitors Welcome! 

Alvin Wong 
1163 Carolyn Ave.   

San Jose, CA.  95125-3223 

408-293-6583 
Visitors welcome ! 

Robert Gass    

 

 

c/o : VA Nursing Home Care 
Rm.258 

 4951 Arroyo Rd.  

Livermore, CA 94550-9650 

************ 

Raymond Ruhland 
5068 Trenary Way, 

San Jose, CA. 95118-2626 

408-267-5569 

Visitors most  

Jack Harris 
1066 Camino Ramon 

San Jose, CA. 95125 

408-314-6124 

Calls/visitors 

Welcome! 

Greg LaFavor 
6700 Buggywhip Ct. 

  San Jose, CA  95120 
408-268-5847 

Orville Hanel 
800 Blossom Hill Rd. 

San Jose ,  CA.   95032-3575          

408/365-0805 

Would like  
visitors please! 

THE RITE WORD 

Permanent Shut Ins 

Please remember those brothers that are shut in. A friendly call or note from a fellow brother would  be  

a warm and appreciated  gesture. Though, they cannot  always be present  , they are certainly not  

out of mind. We wish them all the best. God Bless. 

Please remember to notify us when a fellow Brother is 

ill, in need, or has passed to the other shore.  

We are not always contacted in a timely manner.  

Scottish Rite is here to assist!   

         Please feel free to call anytime!   

(408) 978-7483 

Called from Labor 
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From the Clinic! A Word From the Commander….. 

W ow, here we are at the end of the Scottish Rite year.  I can’t believe January is upon us, and we are 
about to install a new corps of officers.  It seems like only a few days ago, we started on the 2014 
year for our Valley. 

This past year has seen a number of fabulous activities, including our trip to New Orleans, the wine-
tasting excursions, our tailgate party, our Nights of Instruction, the Military honors night, and of course, 
two Reunions.  If has been a fun-filled year, and one many of us will long remembers. 

It has been a pleasure and honor to serve as the Commander of the Council of Kadosh this year, and I wish all the best to the 
new officers, as they embark on the journey of 2015. 

I hope you enjoyed this Scottish Rite year as well, and I hope you keep coming back, to enjoy the fellowship that thrives in the 
Valley of San Jose. 

Please make sure you are on hand for our Stated Meeting on January 13, and will come out for the Installation of Officers on 
January 27th.  Help us kick off the New Year right – with you here. 

Again, thanks for the chance to serve you this past year.  I look forward to even greater things in the coming year. 

   

Randy Downey, 32°  KCCH 

Commander, Council of Kadosh 



THE RITE WORD Page 8 

Origins of the Scottish Rite 
Many of our newer members, and probably a few older ones, may be a bit hazy about how the Scottish Rite began. This 

is meant as a quick refresher course. Read De Hoyos’s “Scottish Rite Ritual” for an in depth coverage. 

  The origin of the Rite is almost as unknown as that of the Craft. As a Rite, it is definitely NOT Scottish., having its 

beginning as such in this country, and is distinctly American. The degrees which are the basis of this system actually came 

from France, and its forbear is the Rite of Perfection. 

 At the time of the establishment of the Grand Lodge in 1717 there were many degrees in existence, usually communi-

cated as “side” degrees by individuals or Lodges. Some of them were fabricated in Scotland and were taken to France, which 

was fertile soil for the multiplication of degrees, one of them being the Ecossais, or Scotch Master Degree. It seems that, 

esoterically at least, Scottish Masons were much further advanced than the English.       ( Continued on page 9 ) 

       Ken Nagel, Personal Rep
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 Tuesday, January 13th, 2015     

  Assorted Appetizers 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

   $15.00 per person -With Reservations   

        $20.00 Without       

  ~   Vegetarian Entrée must be requested in advance ! 

        

Old Fashion Braised Chuck Roast 

Mashed Potato with beef gravy 

Roasted Carrots with demi glaze 

Caesar Salad 

Assorted Rolls amd Butter 

Dessert 

( Continued from page 8 ) 

Origins of the Scottish Rite, Continued…. 

. 
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From the Wise Master…... 

A  New Year has started, not only from an astronomical perspective, but also for us in our 
Valley. Our next sets of officers are getting ready to take on their new positions and du-

ties. May their next year be as interesting, smooth, and joyful as this year. We had some 
changes, but that’s what life is about. We had some very good moments, and we had good 
participation at our events. 

I am looking back to a wonderful Maundy Thursday. My thanks again go to Richard Fisher 
and the ceremonial team for all the work and a solemn ceremony.  We had several Passport 

Day casual wine tastings. Those that managed to participate had, I believe, a wonderful time. 

For me, it is time to thank the officers in my line for their support during my year as Wise Master, and to wish 
them all the best and luck. 

Fraternally, 

Wolfgang Lochner  

Wise Master 

From the Master of Kadosh, 

B rethren, 

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to serve our bodies as Master of Kadosh for 
the year.  Also, thank you to all of my line officers this year.  I think that, as a whole, 

this was one of the very best years I have experienced in our Bodies.  We had a number of 
great activities, with the New Orleans trip, the Grand Commanders visit, Hornet Trip, 
Nights of Instruction, Wine Tasting trips, and other special nights.  For those that came out 
and enjoyed the fellowship, thank you.  For those that were unable to this year, please make 
it a point to join in with our activities next year.  I think that we proved that our Valley is not 
just about a short business meeting and a dinner once a month, so join in and enjoy it. 

I am sure that we will have some fun events coming up next year as well and it all starts with the election of new 
Officers and their Installation happening in January.  I am looking forward to the changing of the guard.  To para-
phrase someone we all know— it is a grand and glorious time to be a San Jose Scottish Rite Mason! 
 

Fraternally,  

Gregg Hall 

Master of  Kadosh 

 

From the Incoming Venerable Master……. 

Brethren, 

 As the year winds down towards 2015, I look back on a year of great fellowship, fun events, outstanding reunions, and opportuni-

ties to further our Masonic education. I wish to thank Brother Joseph da Silva for an outstanding job. I wish to thank the Brethren 

for electing me as Venerable Master. I am fortunate to have outstanding brothers as Officers in this lodge, and we will be meeting 

to map out events to make this coming year a memorable one. Thank you again my Brothers!                        

Jack Harris, Venerable Master-Elect  
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 Replace the ‘U’ with ‘YOU’ ! 

  Join with your Brothers at the Spring 2015 Reunion! 

April 10-11 / April 24-25 / April 28, 2015  

Support San Jose Membership  

by sponsoring a new member ! 

Application can be downloaded from our website.  

                                                        www.sanjosescottishrite.org 
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PAID 

Future Scottish Rite Events 
 

 

Thursday, January 1st ~ HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL!! 

Tuesday, January 13th ~ Stated Meeting  @ 6:00pm 

Dinner  after the Meeting, honoring the 2014  Blue Lodge Masters 

Tuesday, January 27th ~ INSTALLATION of Scottish Rite Officers for 2015 @ 7pm 

Tuesday, February 10th ~ Stated Meeting  @ 6:00pm 

Valentine’s Dinner  after the Meeting, honoring our Sweethearts 

Tuesday, February 24th ~ SJSR Foundation Board of Director’s Meeting @ 5:30pm 

Tuesday, February 24th ~ Scottish Rite All Officers Meeting @ 7pm 


