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place my confidence in them without reserva-
tion. This is not always the case with some of 
the people you encounter along the road of 
life, and it certainly gives one a feeling of com-
fort and security to be assured of the kind of 
support we get from each other as Masons. 
Our obligations in the various degrees all rein-
force the concept that mutual trust is not only 

a privilege of membership, but is also an expectation. 

Does this mean that whenever we give another Mason 
a job to do he will perform with ultimate skill, assidu-
ity and speed? No, not necessarily. We are all human, 
and as such are fallible, but it does mean that he will 
give your request his best effort within his ability to 
perform. The flip side of this issue is, my brethren, 
that it is our own especial duty to perform each day to 
the best of our abilities so that we may be worthy of 
the trust inherent in our obligations to our craft, our 
brothers, and ourselves. 

That is the beauty of Trust. It runs both ways. It is 
natural to place our trust in our brothers, but we must 
also be ever vigilant to be deserving of his trust and 
never, never give him cause to feel otherwise toward 
us. 

 

 

 

Added note: 
 

If you have not made reservations for any of our 
upcoming events, call the office and join us!! 

Remember, if you want to receive the Rite Word Electronically, you need to ask to receive it, or it may be considered SPAM. 

Brethren and Friends. 
 

T his is the last of that mini-series of mes-
sages I refer to as ―The Four T‘s of Free-

masonry.‖ As many of our readers have un-
doubtedly guessed, the subject for this mes-
sage, the last of the series, is TRUST. 

Like ―Tolerance,‖ the third characteristic of a 
Mason, Trust is not written down in any of our ritu-
als, and I‘m at a loss to ascribe a particular emblem to 
this personality trait, unless it is the ‗Sword Pointing 
to a Naked Heart‘, reminding us that our Maker will 
eventually call us to answer for even the slightest 
wrong done to a brother or fellow human being. 
Even so, our ability and, yes, our inclination to trust 
our brothers, is certainly an integral part of our craft, 
and one that we daily use among ourselves. When I 
think of the things I like most about my brethren 
Trust is always at the top of the list. 

I was recently discussing Masonry with a young man 
who had shown some interest in joining and in our 
conversation he asked what it was about Masonry 
that stood out in my mind as making Masons differ-
ent from other men.  I unhesitatingly noted that my 
ability to trust another Mason with any secret, any 
commitment, or even my life, was first and foremost 
in my mind the thing I felt was most important. 

When I was in business (if you would agree with me 
that the work of a law enforcement officer is 
‗business‘) I had very little problem placing my trust 
in other police professionals, but when I encountered 
one who was also a Mason, as was my Undersheriff, 
and several of my other co-workers, I knew I could 
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Make your contribution to the San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies and 

have your name on the “Honor Roll”.  Your gift of $100.00 or 

more will help the San Jose Lodge of Perfection, Chapter Rose 

Croix, Council of Kadosh and Consistory reach the level neces-

sary to provide quality events for our future success.  Incremental 

gifts welcome too. 
 

2009 Honor Board 

Support Members 
 
   

THE RITE WORD 

The Rite Word is an official publication of the Valley of San Jose, Orient of California of 

the A.A.S.R. of Freemasonry, published monthly except July and August, at the San Jose 

Scottish Rite Center, 2455 Masonic Drive, San Jose, CA 95125.  Phone # 408-978-7483 

The Bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, sitting in the Valley of San Jose, in 

the Orient of California, acknowledge and yield all allegiance to the Supreme Council 

(Mother Council of the World) of the Inspectors General, Knights Commander of the 

House of the Temple of Solomon of the Thirty Third Degree of the Ancient and Accepted 

Scottish Rite of Freemasonry for the Southern Jurisdiction of the United States of Amer-

ica. 

Ill. William F. Stovall, 

33° P.G.M.  S.G.I.G. 

Supreme Council,  

Ancient & Accepted 

Scottish Rite                

for California 

Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33°

Sovereign  

Grand Commander 

 Supreme Council  A.A.S.R.  

Washington, D.C. 

Rite Word Support for 2009 

Please add your name to the list  

The “Rite Word” is an expense primarily 

borne by the San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies 

and not the San Jose Scottish Rite Founda-

tion.  It is therefore not tax deductible as are 

contributions to the Foundation which is a 

501 (C)(3) tax  exempt organization. 

Bro. Egon Jensen 

Bro. Robert Laws 

Mrs. Mary Lou Johnson 

Bro/M Joseph Mariani 

 

Bro. Egon Jensen 

Mrs. Shirley Gross 

Bro/M Joseph Mariani 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Jean Dutra 

Bro. Mason Peters 

Ms. Sue Jones 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pirate Talk 

A pirate walks into a bar with a pa-

per towel on his head. The bar-

tender says, "What's with the paper 

towel?"  

 

The pirate says, "Arrr! I've got a 

Bounty on me head!"  

Thank you 
for your 

support! 
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From the Secretary’s Table: 

2009 - Lodge of Perfection 

Venerable Master Bro. Richard Fisher, 32° KCCH 408-779-4088 

Senior Warden Bro. Durward C. Ayre, 32° KCCH 408-358-6970 

Junior Warden Bro. Harold Leister, 32° 408-846-9788 

Master of Ceremonies Bro. Nick Muhlhauser, 32° 408-395-6746 

Captain of the Host Bro. Will Montoya,  32° 408-274-1137 

2009 - Chapter of Rose Croix 

Wise Master Bro. Monte Bishop, 32° 408-268-4212 

Senior Warden Bro. Bryant Day, 32° 408-266-8184 

Junior Warden Bro. John Unger, 32° 408-269-4418 

Master of Ceremonies Bro. Jack Harris, 32° 408-275-6326 

Guardian of the Temple Bro. Bud Ramsey, 32° KCCH 408-224-9431 

2009 - Council of Kadosh 

Commander Bro. Ross Fuller, 32° KCCH 408-243-4436 

1st Lt Commander Bro. Gregg Hall, 32° 408-656-2459 

2nd Lt Commander Bro. Joseph DaSilva, 32° 831-479-4381 

Marshal of Ceremonies Bro. Kerem Kapkin, 32° 831-334-4041 

Lt of the Guard Bro. John Fletcher, 32°  

2009 San Jose Consistory 

Master of Kadosh Bro. Daniel Doornbos, 32° KCCH 408-263-2165 

Prior Bro. Ken Justus, 32° 831-726-1542 

Preceptor Bro. Randy Downey, 32° 408-255-3719 

Marshal of Ceremonies Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

Captain of the Guard Bro. Gerald Best, 32° 408-559-3102 

2009 - General Officers 

Personal Representative Ill. Robert Winter, 33° 408-848-1242 

Treasurer Bro. Royce Ford, 32° KCCH 408-294-2773 

General Secretary Bro. Robert Rowan, 32° KCCH 408-945-5941 

Prelate Bro. Gene Meyer, 32° 408-377-8580 

Almoner Bro. Herb Dallas, 32° KCCH 408-268-9472 

Orator/Librarian Ill. Maury Dunbar, 33° 408-773-9813 

Tiler Bro. Bryan Holmberg, 32° 408-813-3869 

Clinic Director Bro. Ed Clarke, 32° KCCH 650-949-2029 

Club Liason Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

Organist Emeritus Ill. Carl Miescke, 33° 209-474-6235 

Director of Ceremonies Bro. Harold Leister, 32° 408-846-9788 

Assist. Director of Ceremonies Bro. Charles Cowden, 32° 831-685-3416 

San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies 

Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry 

Directors of the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation 

President Ill. Robert Winter 408-848-1242 

Treasurer Bro. Royce Ford, 32° KCCH 408-294-2773 

Secretary Bro. Robert Rowan, 32° KCCH 408-945-5941 

Director (exp 9/30/2009) Bro. David Gibson,  32° KCCH 408-395-7959 

Director (exp 9/30/2009) Bro. Herb Dallas, 32° KCCH 408-268-9472 

Director (exp 9/30/2010) Ill. Kenneth G. Nagel, 33° 408-984-0839 

Director (exp 9/30/2010) - vacant -  

Director (exp 9/30/2011) Bro. Chuck Cowden,  32° 831-685-3416 

Director (exp 9/30/2011) - vacant -  

Venerable Master Bro. Richard Fisher, 32° KCCH 408-779-4088 

Wise Master Bro. Monte Bishop, 32° 408-268-4212 

Commander Bro. Ross Fuller, 32° KCCH 408-243-4436 

Master of Kadosh Bro. Daniel Doornbos, 32° KCCH 408-263-2165 

 

 

Brethren, 

T he San Jose Scottish Rite 
Childhood Language Center 

is a free service made possible by 
donations from members of the 
San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies to 
the San Jose Scottish Rite Foun-

dation.  The Foundation receives no state or fed-
eral funding. We provide speech and  language 
therapies to children ages three though eighteen 
who demonstrate a language disorder.  We are 
separate and apart from the public school system, 
and in fact, we have been made aware that the lo-
cal school systems are no longer providing the 
service and are instead referring the children need-
ing treatment to outside sources.  We here at Scot-
tish Rite apparently lead their referral list. 

In the private sector, the services we provide 
would cost many thousands of dollars.  In fact, in 
the San Jose area, the fee for private speech and 
language assessment ranges from $350 to $1,200 
depending on the age of the child and the situa-
tion.  Often, there is a separate fee for report writ-
ing of $300 or more.  Therapy costs range from 
$120 to $175 per hour.  We provide both assess-
ments and therapy, free from any cost whatsoever. 

The financial woes in our economy have impacted 
the finances of our clinic, and donations are 
greatly needed.  In fact, our year-to-date donations 
to the clinic this year are only 45% of previous 
years.  I repeat, we need your help.  Please do 
what you can to help. 

Remember also that we support a scholarship pro-
gram and the library/museum although they re-
quire substantially smaller amounts of support. 

We need your help! 

Sincerely, 

 

Remember to reserve your place at the Grand Master’s Reception on Saturday October 10, 

2009 right here at Scottish Rite.  NASCAR is the theme, and “Team Nagel” will be present 

at the race.  Tickets are available from your Lodge or the Scottish Rite Office. 
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For The San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation 

to support our Childhood Language Clinic, Scholarship program and the Library/Museum. 

What is the eScrip Program?   

Participating merchants contribute each time your families make a purchase using their grocery club or registered cards. 

There are no receipts to collect, no vouchers or certificates to buy, no hassles for you and every purchase counts. 

How Does it Work? 

FREE MONEY for the Scottish Rite Foundation.   That‘s right: it will cost you nothing and it is an easy way to earn money 

for our Clinic, Scholarship program, and the Library/Museum.  All you have to do is register your grocery and store club 

cards, and your debit/credit cards, and then use these when you shop and eat out. The foundation will receive a percentage 

of what you spend.  eScrip has created a system that rewards customer loyalty by contributing a percentage of purchases 

made by participating families to school, youth and children based programs.  Please encourage family and  friends to reg-

ister their grocery club cards, and existing credit/debit cards.  

That‘s it! There is absolutely no cost to you or to Scottish Rite. It‘s easy. It‘s unique. There is nothing special for you to 

buy. And, your privacy is protected – eScrip uses card numbers and purchase activity solely to process the contributions 

generated by the purchases.  The card numbers are kept confidential by eScrip and are disclosed only to the participating 

merchants to calculate rebates. The eScrip site is a VeriSign Secure Site. All information sent to this site is encrypted, pro-

tecting against disclosure to third parties. Check out the website at www.escrip.com.   

Simple Registration-So Register Today!  Log on to www.escrip.com and go to "sign up".  Designate our group to re-

ceive contributions.   Register your grocery club cards from a participating merchant and your debit, ATM and credit 

cards.   Our Group ID is # 500022206.  If you do not have access to the website please contact the Scottish Rite 

Office at 408-978-7483.   Sign up sheets are available in the office.  Fill one out and return it to the Scottish Rite office.  It 

is so easy that even the General Secretary can do it!    

November 21, 2009 - E-Waste Recycling  

Returns 

to San Jose Scottish Rite 
9:00 AM – 3:00PM 

Bring your: 
 

Batteries, cables, ribbons, wire, cartridges, CD Drives/Disks, CPUs, DVD Drives/Disks, desktop com-
puters, fans, floppy drives/disks, hard drives,  heat sinks, keyboards,  laptop computers,  modems/cards,  
monitors, pc boards, pc boards, Palm Accessories, power supplies, printers, scanners,  video cards,  zip 
drives/disks  Home/Office Electronics: amplifiers, boom boxes, cds and dvd movies, cell phones, copi-
ers, cordless phones, digital cameras, fax machines, paper shredders, pencil sharpeners, , power tools,  ra-
dios,  satellite dishes,  scanners,  sound systems, staplers, stereos, telephone systems, televisions any size-
model,  typewriters manual-electric, vcrs and tapes, video cameras, video game systems  Small Appliances:  
blenders, blow dryers, curling irons, clocks, electric can openers, electric shavers,  electric toothbrushes, 
fans, kitchen cookers, lamps, microwaves, ovens, sewing machines, toasters, vacuum cleaners, waffle mak-
ers…  And more:   Complete list available in SJSR office.  
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ESSENE‘S 

Ross Fuller 

The earliest mention of the Essenes is by the 

Jewish philosopher Philo of Alexandria (c. 20

-54 AD). Philo told his readers that there 

were more than 4,000 Essenes (Essaioi) living in villages 

throughout Judea. Among their neighbors they were noted for 

their love of God and their concerns with piety, honesty, mo-

rality, philanthropy, holiness, equality, and freedom. The holy 

Essenes did not marry and lived a celibate life, and practiced 

communal residence, money, property, food and clothing. 

They observed the Sabbath according to all the strictest in-

structions and spent much of their time studying the Law ac-

cording to philosophical and allegorical interpretations. They 

cherished freedom, possessed no slaves, and rejected the use of 

weapons or participation in commerce. Philo did not mention 

any names or places, nor any background to the origins of this 

group. 

The Essenes flourished from the 2nd century BC through the 

1st century AD.  They are probably best known as being 

thought to have written what we have come to know as the 

Dead Sea Scrolls, discovered in 1946. 

The historian Josephus (37 – 100 AD) describes the Essenes 

partly as a philosophical school like the Pythagoreans (4th Cen-

tury BC) and represents them as a kind of monastic order with 

semi-pagan (non-mainstream religious) rites.  There were par-

ticularly scrupulous regarding the Sabbath and devoted this day 

to reading and allegorical interpretation of the Law.  They 

practiced the virtues of love and holiness and were a part of 

the cities and villages of Judea.  They were men of intense pa-

triotic sentiment.  Parts of their rites were accorded only to the 

elite of the priesthood who were ―initiated into the mysteries 

of the Holy Name and other secret lore.‖.   

John the Baptist seems to have belonged to the Essenes and in 

appealing to sinners to be regenerated by baptism, he inaugu-

rated a new movement that paved the way for Christianity.   

And there are those who conjecture that Jesus of Nazareth 

lived among the Essenes during part of his life. 

A community of Essenes existed in Jerusalem into the 2nd 

century AD which insisted that each member practice a trade 

and taught that each should devote a third part of the day to 

the study of Torah, a third to devotion and a third to work.  In 

connection with their work a group of them used a name to 

describe themselves as ―Builders‖.  Their name was given the 

meaning of ―builders of a higher world‖ and afterward applied 

to the Rabbis in general.  They obtain their philosophy by 

means of allegorical interpretation.  Their love of virtue is 

proved by their freedom from:  love of money, of high station, 

and of pleasure; by their temperance and endurance, by their 

having few wants, simplicity and mild temper, by their lack of 

pride and the like.  Their institution is not based upon family 

connections, which are not matters of free choice, but upon 

zeal for virtue and philanthropy. 

The objective of the Essenes was to make themselves worthy 

of being participants of ―the Holy spirit,‖ or recipients of di-

vine revelations, and of being initiated into the mysteries of 

God.  They claimed to possess by tradition from the founders 

of the Synagogue the correct pronunciation and the magic spell 

of the Holy name. 

Ross Fuller   
Commander—Council of Kadosh 

From the Commander 

Celebrat ions at  our last  stated meet ing 
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From the Clinic!!! 
 

J acob is a delightful four and a half year old boy who has been seen at the 

Scottish Rite Language Clinic once per week for the last year.  Jacob is 

always a fun little guy to work with.  He loves playing Candyland and Dress-A

-Bear and his favorite animals are pigs! 

Jacob‘s parents first noticed a problem with his speech and language at two 

years old when he wasn‘t talking.  Jacob was seen by Early Start for early in-

tervention services for six months.  After completing that program when he 

turned three years old, Jacob‘s parents still had concerns with his speech and 

language skills.   

It was noted that Jacob had suffered from frequent ear infections, up to 8 by 

the time he enrolled in our clinic.  Often times chronic ear infections can im-

pair speech and language development.  When your ears are blocked with 

drainage or infected, it impairs hearing.  This makes it harder to understand 

what is being said to you.  It also makes it difficult to receive the auditory 

feedback from your own words.   

Prior to receiving services at this clinic, Jacob‘s mother stated, ―It was very difficult to understand Jacob.  His 

brother learned to interpret for him with other people.  Jacob was frustrated as were we, when he had to repeat 

things over and over.‖ 

By the time Jacob began speech and language therapy at the Scottish Rite Clinic, his parents were noting that he was 

attempting to say more words and put more words together to make phrases and sentences.  They found that he was 

still having difficulty with many sounds and it was still difficult to understand him. 

Since treatment began, Jacob has worked on and mastered many different sounds in all positions of words.  His 

treatment targeted sounds and sound blends as well as words with increasing syllables and complexity.  Oral motor 

exercises were used to facilitate the strength and coordination needed to produce certain sound and sound combina-

tions.  Jacob has made great progress and continues to meet his new goals regularly.   

When asked how Jacob‘s treatment has impacted them on a day to day basis, Jacob‘s mother stated that, ―Angela 

gives us practical tools to work on at home.  Really, it makes us conscious of helping Jacob improve his speech, like 

breaking words into smaller parts or perfecting his articulation. 

Jacob‘s mother stated, ―In the past year, we have noted dramatic changes.  His confidence in speaking has improved, 

as well as his articulation.  He loves coming to speech.  I think he knows how much it helps him.‖  She stated that 

their family is grateful for these services and that they would definitely recommend it to other parents who have chil-

dren struggling with speech delays. 

Thanks to Jacob‘s hard work and supportive family, he had made tremendous progress.  He has been a pleasure to 

work with and will definitely continue to progress with his speech and language development!. 



June/July Donations: 
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Clinic   

   

Robert W. Irons Ceres June 22, 2009 

Larry Fagan Sunnyvale August 14, 2009 

Jack W. Pottroff San Jose August 6, 2009 

Warren G. Wood Campbell August 8, 2009 

Donald L. Perkings Modesto June 9, 2009 

   

In Memoriam 

San Jose Bodies 

Ms. Kelly L. Swenor-Kropf 

Ms. Gail Buettenback 

Mrs. Angela Athans 

M/M Laudel 

M/M Morgan 

M/M Brian Jackson 

Mr. Carl Rarkhurst 

Mrs. Jean T. Smith 

     In Menory of: 

          Bro. Loren E. Lacque 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bro. Richard M. Fischer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shut-Ins 

Permanent Shut-Ins 

 

 

Bro. Richard M. Fischer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Foundation  

If you know of 

anyone who is 

ill, please call 

the office at  

408-978-7483! 

Charles Boyd 18760 McFarland Ave., Saratoga, CA 95070-4626 408-370-9619 

Bill Nelson       
Care Center, Los Gatos Meadows, 
110 Wood Rd., Los Gatos, CA 95030-6799  

408-399-1787  

Robert Gass       
VA Nursing Home Care, Rm.258, 4951 Arroya Rd. , 
Livermore, CA 94550-9650 

 

Walt Buescher     
34400 Mission Blvd. 
Union City, CA . 94587-3604 

510-471-3434 

Marty Marshall 1425 St. Francis Dr. ,  San Jose, CA 95125-5247 408-266-6362 

John Knight 3400 Paul Sweet Rd. #C-129  -  Santa Cruz, 95065-1537  

Wyatt Sawyer 14500 Fruitvale Ave. #2253  -  Saratoga 95070-6179 408-741-7306 

David Nielsen 18642 N. Conquistador Rd.  -  Sun City West, AZ 85375-4662  

Jay W. Robinson 3939 E. 52nd St. # 238  -  Odessa TX 79762-4719  

Alvin Wong 
1275 N. Fourth St.  -  San Jose, CA  
Cards to:  1163 Carolyn Ave.  San Jose, CA 95125-3223 

 

John J. Neschen 1513 Shaw Rd.  -  San Jose, CA 95118-1362 Visitors Welcome 

Please pay particular attention to the e-Scrip message on page 4 

Thank 
you for 
your 

support! 

   

Bob Schmidt PO Box 1689, Sonoma, CA  95476-1689 707-939-1412 

Dan Wasson 2044 Loomis St., San Luis Obispo, CA 93405 805-543-2422 

Don Yeager 702 S. Mary, Sunnyvale, CA 94087-1602 408-720-8069 
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From the Master of Kadosh 

From the Wise Master 
 

Brethren: 

16° - Prince of Jerusalem 

T he story of the rebuilding of the Temple at Jerusalem is of peculiar interest to Masons, and while 
we no longer plan to rebuild it, yet its story ever conveys to us the thought that the world and 

every noble heart is God's Temple, and we should labor to establish the reign of love and peace, thus 
building a lasting temple to God. The trowel is the emblem of this Degree, teaching Masons the enno-
bling effect of honest labor. The work of the soul, developing the virtue of patience and gentleness 

ought to be as important to us as earning our daily bread. The beauty of Love, charm of Friendship, the sacredness of 
Sorrow, the heroism of Patience, the nobleness of Sacrifice, make life to be life indeed, and we are its grandeur and power. 
They are the priceless treasures and glory of humanity.  
The story of Cyrus and the adventures of Darius form one of the most interesting and fascinating chapters in the history 
of the Persian Empire. They are rich in tradition and clouded in fable, and yet Scriptural and historical reference to their 
deeds and exploits entitle them to a position among the empire builders of Persia - men with vision and foresight, whose 
efforts at conquest and attempts at the liberation of oppressed peoples seem to have been divinely authorized. It is upon 
these epochs in Persian history that the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Degrees are founded, and the lessons in the ritual are 
drawn from events that transpired during the lives of Cyrus and Darius.  

Monte Bishop Wise Master 

 

 

Brethren, 

Last month, I was feeling really happy. 
Then I attended a seminar at work 
sponsored by the investment firm that 
manages our 401k plan. It got me 
thinking about retirement and all of the 
money I used to have saved toward that 

goal... until the recent economic upheavals. Compared to 
many of the folks I know, I have nothing to complain 
about.  

How about retirement? They say that Social Security will be 
out of money by the time I retire, so maybe I shouldn't 
count on that.  Companies don't pay pensions any more. 
You have to put aside your own money and sometimes the 
company matches a part of it. You bear the market risk. If 
your investments lose value, you lose some of your nest egg. 
Of course, you could also pick a good investment and make 
a windfall. Then we would congratulate ourselves on our 
investment acumen. 

Right now, things look bleak. When I retire, my standard of 
living could drop significantly. Maybe I will be like Diogenes 
of Sinope (say "SIN oh pee") and live in a big tub. 

Diogenes was born in the town of Sinope, which today is 
called Sinop, Turkey, on the Black Sea. He lived in Athens 
and later in Corinth.  Diogenes was a philosopher of the 
Cynic school. That means he pursued the Cynic ideal of self
-sufficiency and a natural life not dependent upon the luxu-

ries of civilization. He saw society as corrupt and true virtue 
was only expressed through action.  

According to legend, Diogenes was inspired to his mission 
against society's customs and values by a message from the 
Oracle at Delphi. He used to do unusual things, such as walk-
ing though town during the day carrying a lamp, "looking for 
an honest man" but finding only rascals and scoundrels.  

He was a student of Antisthenes, who in turn had been a stu-
dent of Socrates. That's better than having a PhD from Yale 
or Oxford today.  Diogenes was supposedly a prolific writer 
but we have none of his books. He was a popular speaker and 
preached the doctrine of virtuous self-control.  

Diogenes lived at the same time as Alexander the Great, who 
was the most powerful man in the western world. During the 
Isthmian Games, Alexander came to see Diogenes, and out of 
respect offered him a favor.  Diogenes replied, "Yes. Stand 
out of my sunlight." 

Some people who knew him said Diogenes exhibited dog-like 
behavior. He probably took that as a compliment. In his view, 
human beings live artificially and hypocritically. Dogs, on the 
other hand, are thought to know instinctively who is friend 
and who is foe. Unlike human beings who either dupe others 
or are duped, dogs will give an honest bark at the truth. 

My dog always gives a happy bark to welcome me when I 
come home. Or when it's time for a walk or time for dinner. 
My dog wouldn't care if I lived in a tub. Maybe old Diogenes 
was onto something.  

Daniel Doornbos 
Master of Kadosh 
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Greetings from the East, 

Change and Challenge! 

M asons enjoy the comfortable familiarity of our ritual; unchanging and always there 
for us; comfort knowing that almost the same words were spoken to us when we 

joined as where spoken to Harry Truman and George Washington.  Our ritual is un-
changed but our world is not.  Comfort can co-exist with change. 

A few years ago I attended a Scottish Rite training session in San Francisco shortly after 
The DaVinci Code and National Treasure were released.  In one of the break out sessions 
the discussion was about Masonry being in the public spotlight. 

Some reported their lodges did not know what to do and assumed the 1950's "duck and cover" strategy and 
hoped the attention would pass.  Others grabbed the opportunity and ran with it.  They held open houses at 
Masonic Centers and placed ads in college newspapers.  Those that ducked and covered survived.  Others who 
saw change as an opportunity took the challenge and prospered.  Many areas saw over a hundred new applica-
tions in a short time. 

In the thirty some years I have been in Scottish Rite I have heard stories of how things were done in the old 
days.  Just like my days in DeMolay, I remember how we did things in the 1960s when there were over 128 ac-
tive chapters in Northern California.  While many of the old things still work, others won't. 

The San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies are continuing to try new programs.  Education is one of them.  The upcom-
ing Master Craftsman sessions can help one complete the Master Craftsman program.  Our nights of instruc-
tion allow papers of Scottish Rite interest to be presented.  While this is new to the San Jose Bodies, it is not 
new to Masonry. 

September 22nd will be a presentation of one of those papers by The Ill. Robert Winters, 33°.  Unlike the past 
Nights of Instruction, this one will be open to all Masons, not just Scottish Rite Masons so plan to attend and 
bring a guest.  Oh, reservations please. 

Richard M. Fisher  -  Venerable Master 

From the Venerable Master 

FALL 2009 AND SPRING 2010 REUNION DATES 
 

Ill. Norm Crosby has been invited to be our guest at the Fall 2009 reunion banquet.  
The dates for the reunion are: 

 FALL 2009 REUNION  

13 Oct. 2009 (Stated Meeting) Confer 4th degree after meeting and dinner. 

27 Oct.2009 Communicate 5th – 13th degrees and confer 14th degree.  (Dinner for SR Masons Only) 

30 Oct. 2009 Communicate 15th - 17th degrees and confer 18 degree. 

31 Oct. 2009 Communicate 19th - 28th and 31st degrees; and confer 29th,  30th, and 32nd degrees. 

BANQUET AFTER THE DEGREES - GUESTS ARE WELCOME! 

 

SPRING 2010 REUNION  
13 Apr.2010 (Stated Meeting) Confer 4th degree after meeting and dinner. 

 27 Apr. 2010 Communicate 5th – 11th, and 13 degrees and confer 12th and 14th degrees. (Dinner for SR Masons Only) 

 30 Apr. 2010 Communicate 15th - 17th degrees and confer 18 degree. 

 24 Oct. 2010 Communicate 19th - 28th and 31st degrees; and confer 29th, 30th, and 32nd degrees. 

 BANQUET AFTER THE DEGREES - GUESTS ARE WELCOME! 



September Stated Meeting Dinner * Tuesday  the 8th-  7:15 PM  
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$15.00 per  

person 

Reservations : 
# 408-978-7483 

          Menu 
Assorted Light Appetizers 
 
Sagottino Di Pollo 
(Stuffed Chicken Breast topped 
with a brandy cream sauce). 
  
Rigatoni Al Pomodoro 
(Rigatoni Pasta in Maurizio’s 
Famous Pomodoro Sauce) 
 
Insalata Di Primavera 
( Mixed Greens with assorted  
vegetables in a balsamic dress-
ing). 
 
Vegetali Freschi Di Giornata 
(Freshest vegetable on market simply 
sautéed with fresh garlic & olive oil) 
 
Pane Fresco Di Giornata 
(Fresh wood oven baked bread) 
 

Dessert  

Reservation deadline:  

Monday , September 4th  
at 4:00 PM 

 

For the Lighter Side of things 

  A Candidate for initiation was to be picked up and driven to the Lodge, but before this 

could happen the car broke down. The Candidate said as it was no great distance he would go 
on his  bicycle. 
    Just when he reached the top of the hill his chain broke. As the Lodge was at the bottom 
of the other side and all he needed was a backpedal brake, so he repaired the chain with a 
cord he had in his pocket and free–wheeled downhill to the Lodge. 
    Later that evening in reply to a toast in his honor, he said how proud he was to be a Free-
mason but could not understand, as he had told no one, how the WM knew that he had 
come on his own free wheel and a cord. 

-- Found on a cup in a Lodge in Ireland: 

"OLD MASONS NEVER DIE, BUT YOU'LL HAVE TO JOIN TO FIND OUT WHY 

A TASTE OF ITALY ! 

Guest Caterer: 
MAURIZIO CUTRIGNELLI 

Owner / Chef 

 Maurizio’s Restaurant, 

Mangia La Pizza & Fuzia. 

Located in Morgan Hill 



Membership is always important: 
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Share your own enjoyment of Scottish Rite. 

Invite a brother to make an application. 



Future Scottish Rite Events: 

September 5, 2009 -  Council of Masters meeting — 9:00AM (all officers should attend) 

September 7, 2009  -  Labor Day  -  (SJSR Office Closed) 

September 8, 2009  -  September Stated Meeting @ 6:00 PM and Dinner following @ 7:15 PM  

(Mason of the Year Program) 

September 19, 2009  -  Stanford/San Jose State Football Game 

September 22, 2009 -  Scottish Rite Night of Instruction — 7:00 PM (open to all Master Masons!!!) 

October  2 thru 4, 2009 -  Annual Communication Grand Lodge of California  

October 10, 2009  -  SCVMOA Reception for Grand Master  3:00 PM  

Casual Attire for a NASCAR Event 

October 13,27,30,31  -  Fall Reunion 
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 OF THE VALLEY OF SAN JOSE 

PO Box 18220 

San Jose, CA 95158-8220 
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