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A Message From the VENERABLE MASTER 

My Brethren, 

What makes a good friend? 

Today modern technology allows us to make hundreds even thousands of social network "friends" by merely 
adding their names to our list of computer contacts. Then when we wish to end these "friendships", we simply 
delete that persons name from our list. The tragic incident involving Robin Williams underscores a startling 
reality and that is that true friendship still eludes many. Even though we are socializing more the number of our 
truly close friends has decreased. Like most people you probably agree that good friends are important. You may 
also recognize that there is more to being a friend than clicking links on a computer screen or a smart phone.  

What do you look for in a friend? How can you be a good friend? What does it take to forge a good friendship? 

Consider the following guiding principles and note how the Bibles practical advice can help you to be the kind of person others would 
want as a friend.  

True friendship involves commitment. In other words a good friend feels a responsibility towards you and he cares about you. Of 
course such commitment is two way and it requires hard work and sacrifice on both sides but the rewards are worth the effort. Ask 
yourself 'Am I willing to give my time and my resources to my friend?'  

Remember to have a good friend you first need to be a good friend. A good friendship cannot flourish without regular communication. 
So talk together about the interest you share, listen to what your friend has to say and respect their opinions, then whenever possible 
commend and encourage them. At times a friend may need advice or even correction and that might not always be easy to give. 
However a good friend will have the courage to point out a serious fault and offer tactful guidance. " Everyone must be quick to listen, 
slow to speak, slow to anger." (James 1:19) People always appreciate a listening ear. Monopolizing the conversation however conveys the 
message that we feel our opinions are greater than theirs. So be a good friend, be attentive, when a friend wishes to shave their innocent 
thoughts and concerns to you and do not get offended if he is honest with you. "The wounds inflicted by a friend are 
faithful."   (Proverbs 27:6) 

The closer we get to a friend the more likely we are to see their flaws. Our friends are not perfect but then neither are we. Therefore we 
should never expect or demand perfection from the people we befriend. Rather it is good to treasure their virtues and to make 
allowances for their mistakes. 

True we need to be selective of who we befriend but that does not mean narrowing our choice of friends to those of a certain age or 
upbringing. Taking an interest in people of all ages, cultural backgrounds and nationalities can truly enrich our lives.   

In keeping with our promise, the officers of our valley have been trying to call you my brothers. Some without success, Please remember 
we are not bill collectors nor are we trying to sell you anything. Our purpose is to cultivate our friendship and brotherly love. Keep 
Masonry alive, love your brothers. 

Joseph DaSilva, 32°  KCCH 
Venerable Master 
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We, the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation  
(TIN 94-2541623), hereby certify that all funds  

received on the behalf of the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation,  
The Children’s Language  Disorders 

 Clinic, and/or the San Jose Scottish Rite Scholarship funds are 
used for charitable  

purposes only and the donor receives no goods  
or services in return  for their donation.* 

 

2014 Honor Roll Board 
   Make your contribution to the San Jose  
Scottish Rite Bodies  and have your name  

included on the “Honor Roll”.   

Your annual gift of $100.00 or more will help 
the San Jose Lodge of  Perfection,  

Chapter Rose Croix, Council of Kadosh and  
Consistory reach the level necessary to provide 

quality events for our future success.  

2014 

HONOR ROLL 
 
 

Ill. Durward Ayre 33˚ 

Bro. Robert Laws 32˚ 

Ill. Richard Myers 33˚ 

Ill.. George Allen 33˚ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Rite Word Support  

for 2014 
 

 

Your donations for the Rite Word are  
Instrumental in helping make a meaningful  

communication! 
 

Limited Advertising is now available.   
Call Angela Athans for information. 

(408) 978-7483 
 

RITE WORD 

God Bless all who have 

 graciously donated! 

Thank you! 



Ill. Frank Loui, 33° P.G.M.   

Deputy of the Supreme Council in California,  

 Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite 

  Southern Jurisdiction, U.S.A. 

Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33° 
Sovereign Grand Commander 

 Supreme Council  A.A.S.R.   

Washington, D.C. 

2014 - Lodge of Perfection 

Venerable Master Bro. Joseph DaSilva, 32° KCCH 831-635-9749 

Senior Warden Bro. Jack Harris, 32° KCCH 408-314-6124 

Junior Warden Bro. Tom Bergevin, 32° 408-985-5996 

Master of Ceremonies Bro. Hank Vlcek, 32° 408-578-6208 

Captain of the Host Bro. Martin Maxey, 32° 831-402-4903 

      2014 - Chapter of Rose Croix 

Wise Master Bro. Wolfgang Lochner 32° 408-505-1822 

Senior Warden Bro. Cordell H. Bleiler, 32° KCCH 650-948-1400 

Junior Warden Bro. Brandon Duenas, 32° 408-763-7696 

Master of Ceremonies Bro. Ion Vasilescu, 32° 408-371-7172 

Guardian of the Temple Bro. Charles Cowden, 32° KCCH 831-685-3416 

2014- Council of Kadosh 

Commander Bro. Randy Downey, 32° KCCH 408-674-8341 

1st Lt Commander Bro. Will Montoya, 32° 408-274-1137 

2nd Lt Commander Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

Marshal of Ceremonies Bro. Jose Pulido, 32° 408-205-6432 

Lt of the Guard Bro. Richard Bartlett, 32° 831-331-3342 

2014 San Jose Consistory 

Master of Kadosh Bro. Gregg A. Hall, 32° 408 -656-2459 

Prior Bro. Richard Rosenberg, 32° 650-494-8792 

Preceptor Bro. H. “Bud” Ramsey, 32° KCCH 408-838-3730 

Marshal of Ceremonies Bro. Shaker Nazer, 32° 408-554-9234 

Captain of the Guard Bro. Bill Mattson, 32° 408-771-1872 

2014- General Officers 

Personal Representative Ill. Kenneth G. Nagel, 33° 510-468-9864 

Assist. to the Personal Representative Ill. Richard A. Meyers,  33°  408-264-0277 

Treasurer Bro. James Arnold, 32° 408-859-7523 

General Secretary Bro. Henry A. Vlcek, 32° 408-757-1774 

Prelate Bro. Mike Sloan, 32° 408-365-8266 

Almoner Bro. Jerry Best, 32° KCCH 408-712-5370 

Orator/Librarian Bro. David Kimball 32° KCCH 408-836-6792 

Tiler Bro. Tom  Tefft, 32º 408-229-9460 

Club Liaison Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

Director of Ceremonies Bro. Charles Cowden, 32° KCCH 831-685-3416 

Assist. Director of Ceremonies Bro. Joseph DaSilva, 32° KCCH 831-635-9749 

San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies 

Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry 

Directors of the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation 

President Ill. Kenneth G. Nagel, 33° 510-468-9864 

Treasurer Bro. James Arnold, 32° 408-859-7523 

Secretary Bro. Henry A. Vlcek, 32° 408-757-1774 

Director (exp 9/30/2016) Ill. Richard Fisher,  33° 408-779-4088 

Director (exp 9/30/2016) Bro. Jerry Best, 32° KCCH 408-712-5370 

Director (exp 9/30/2014)   

Director (exp 9/30/2014) Bro. H. “Bud” Ramsey, 32° KCCH 408-838-3730 

Director (exp 9/30/2015) Bro. Jack Harris, 32° KCCH 408-314-6124 

Director (exp 9/30/2015) Bro. Randy Downey, 32° KCCH 408-674-8341 

Venerable Master Bro. Joseph DaSilva, 32° KCCH 831-635-9749 

Wise Master Bro. Wolfgang Lochner 32° 408-505-1822 

Commander Bro. Randy Downey, 32° KCCH 408-674-8341 

Master of Kadosh Bro. Gregg A. Hall, 32° 408 -656-2459 

Assist. To the Personal Representative Ill. Richard A. Meyers,  33°  408-264-0277 
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The Bodies of the Ancient and  

Accepted Scottish Rite, sitting in the 

Valley of San Jose, in the Orient of 

California, acknowledge and yield all 

allegiance to the Supreme Council 

(Mother Council of the World) of the 

Inspectors General, Knights 

 Commander of the House of the Tem-

ple of Solomon of the Thirty Third 

Degree of the Ancient and Accepted 

Scottish Rite of freemasonry for the 

Southern Jurisdiction of the United 

States of America. 
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From the Clinic! 

 

SAN JOSE STATE SPARTANS VS.UNLV REBELSSAN JOSE STATE SPARTANS VS.UNLV REBELSSAN JOSE STATE SPARTANS VS.UNLV REBELS   

“Football and Tailgate Party”“Football and Tailgate Party”“Football and Tailgate Party”   

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4th, 2014 AT NOON 

Spartan Stadium - 1251 S 10th Street, San Jose 

Prepaid Reservations are a MUST!! 

Please call the Scottish Rite office (408-978-7483) to pay by credit card 

or come by the office to pay in person. 

 

COST = $30.00   Includes Game Ticket and Food & 

Drink during the pre game Tailgate Party.   
All ticket purchasers will receive maps detailing parking/tailgate location.  Come and 

join your Brothers and Friends for and afternoon of  Football, Fellowship  and Fun!! 

 

Below is a Drawing and heartfelt message from one of the children 

helped by YOUR Rite Care Clinic. The Scottish Rite does make a differ-

ence in people’s lives!! Thank you for your generosity in supporting us!! 
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Would you like to  
advertise your Business? 

 

Contact the Business Office:   

Angela Athans - 408-978-7483 

Business Card -  $20  per month / $200 per year 

 1/4 Page - $40 per month / $400 per year 

  1/2 Page - $80 per month / $800 per year 

      Full Page - $160 per month / $1600 per year 

YOUR  

COMPANY ! 
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Shut Ins 

Ralph V. Sharp 
7010 Stagecoach Pass 
Show Low, AZ 85901 

Visitors Welcome! 

Alvin Wong 
1163 Carolyn Ave.   

San Jose, CA.  95125-3223 

408-293-6583 
Visitors welcome ! 

Robert Gass    

 

 

c/o : VA Nursing Home Care 
Rm.258 

 4951 Arroyo Rd.  

Livermore, CA 94550-9650 

************ 

Raymond Ruhland 
5068 Trenary Way, 

San Jose, CA. 95118-2626 

408-267-5569 

Visitors most  
welcome! 

Jack Harris 
1066 Camino Ramon 

San Jose, CA. 95125 

408-314-6124 

Calls/visitors 

Welcome! 

Greg LaFavor 6700 Buggywhip Ct. 408-268-5847 

Orville Hanel 
800 Blossom Hill Rd. 

San Jose ,  CA.   95032-3575          

408/365-0805 

Would like  
visitors please! 

THE RITE WORD 

Permanent Shut Ins 

Please remember those brothers that are shut in. A friendly call or note from a fellow brother would  be  

a warm and appreciated  gesture. Though, they cannot  always be present  , they are certainly not  

out of mind. We wish them all the best. God Bless. 

Please remember to notify us when a fellow Brother is ill, in need,  

or has passed to the other shore.  

We are not always contacted in a timely manner. Scottish Rite is here to assist!   

         Please feel free to call anytime!  (408) 978-7483 

Called from Labor 

Bro. Eddie Rose, 32˚ 

November 1st, 2012 
 

Bro. Robert Malcolm, 32˚ 

May 25th, 2013 
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From the Commander: 

T his month, a number of us will be traveling to New Orleans, where, among other things, we will be visiting 

our brethren in the Valley of New Orleans Scottish Rite, and will be hosted at a social event by that Valley.  

In addition, we will be visiting a Blue Lodge and attending a Scottish Rite First Degree, which will be a first for all of 

us.  The point here is that the Brethren in New Orleans are awaiting our visit, and are going far out of their way to 

welcome us.  It demonstrates the universality of our Fraternity – that one is made to feel a part of the family, where 

ever there are Masons to be found.   

Often times we talk about the importance of educating ourselves in the mysticism and symbolism of our order, and of obtaining further light 

in Masonry.  These are indeed important.  But sometimes we forget that the true secret to the Fraternity is that kinship – that true brother-

hood which exists, which permeates everything we do.  It is that, for many of us, which from the outset of our Masonic experience, draws us 

in and keeps us coming back.  That is why our social times are so very important.  Those times are not mere indolence or time wasted.  Even 

for those Masons who are truly dedicated to furthering the knowledge and enlightenment of those around them, and who spend countless 

hours of study, there is still that fellowship, which like a beacon, draws them to be among those of like minds – or even those with significant-

ly divergent opinions – but to those who are Masons all.   

So when we relish our social times, as we do at our Scottish Rite Stated Meetings, know that this is as important a part of the Masonic expe-

rience, as are all the countless meetings, the study of rituals, and the gaining of knowledge and wisdom. 

I hope to see you all where friends and brothers meet to enjoy the company of one another – the San Jose Scottish Rite! 

Randy Downey,  32° KCCH 

Commander 

Council of Kadosh 
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Friday, October 17 

5:30 – 6:00 pm  Registration, Individual Photo, Cap Sizing 

6:00 – 6:30 pm  Open Lodge of Perfection and Class  

   Orientation  

6:30 – 7:15 pm  Dinner (Lodge of Perfection to host) 

7:15 – 8:15 pm  Confer 4th Degree 

8:15 – 9:20 pm  Communicate 5th – 8th Degrees 

9:20 – 9:30 pm  Break 

9:30 – 10:15 pm              Confer 9th/10th Degree 

10:15 pm  Close LOP/Class Dismissed  

   (Badges to Tiler) 

 

Saturday, October 18 

9:30 – 10:00 am  Open Lodge of Perfection/Communicate 11th 

   Degree 

10:00 – 10:40 am Confer 12th Degree 

10:40 – 10:50 am Break  

10:50 – 11:15 am Communicate 13th Degree 

11:15 – 12:00 pm Confer 14th Degree/Close LOP 

12:00 – 12:45 pm Lunch (Chapter Rose Croix to host) 

12:45 – 12:50 pm Open Chapter Rose Croix 

12:50 – 2:00 pm              Communicate 15th - 17th Degrees 

2:00 – 3:30 pm  Confer 18th Degree/Close Chapter 

3:30 pm               Class Dismissed (Badges to Tiler) 

 

 

 

 

Friday, October 31 

6:00 – 6:45 pm  Dinner (Council of Kadosh to host) 

6:45 – 6:50 pm  Open Council of Kadosh 

6:50 – 7:35 pm  Confer 19th Degree 

7:35 – 7:45 pm  Break 

7:45 – 8:30 pm  Communicate 20th – 21st Degrees 

8:30 – 9:00 pm  Confer 22nd Degree 

9:00 – 9:45 pm  Communicate 23rd – 24th Degrees 

9:45 pm   Close Council/Class Dismissed  

   (Badges to Tiler) 

 

Saturday, November 1 

9:00 – 10:20 am  Open Council of Kadosh/Communicate 

    25th – 28th Degrees 

10:20 – 10:30 am Break 

10:30 – 11:45 pm Confer 29th Degree 

11:45 – 12:00 pm Class Photo 

12:00 – 12:45 pm Lunch (Council of Kadosh to host) 

12:45 – 1:45 pm              Confer 30th Degree/Close Council 

1:45 pm               Class Dismissed (Badges to Tiler) 

Tuesday, November 4 

6:00 – 6:45 pm  Dinner (Consistory to host) 

6:45 – 7:30 pm  Open Consistory and Communicate 31st  

               Degree 

7:30 – 9:00 pm  Confer 32nd Degree/Close Consistory 

9:00 pm               Class Dismissed (Badges to Tiler) 

San Jose Scottish Rite Reunion 

Fall 2014 Reunion Schedule 
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                 Tuesday, September 9th, 2014 

                                Assorted Appetizers 

                             Braised Tenderloin Tip 

                   Boneless Chicken Breast Jerusalem-  
with artichokes and Mushrooms in a white wine cream sauce. 

                         Mashed Potatoes 
                      Baby Carrots 
                     Caesar Salad 

                      Rolls and Butter 
                      Dessert 

$15.00 per person - 

With Reservations   

$20.00 Without                      
 

Vegetarian Entrée must  

be requested! 
 

 

 

Call Office or Angela or email: 

adathans@gmail.com 

or 

aathans@sanjosescottishrite.org 

(408) 978-7483 office 

 

From the Secretary’s Table………… 

My Brothers, 

     Our Fall Reunion is fast approaching, and we currently have only a few Candidates. 68% of 
Master Masons in California are not Scottish Rite members. Why don’t we try to do good for a 
Brother by just talking to him about what the Scottish Rite is? Most men who were interested in 
Masonry and became Master Masons will for sure be interested in what comes after the first 
three degrees in Blue Lodge. One of the most important goals for each of us should be to inspire 
good Master Masons to join us and enlighten themselves by the beautiful Scottish Rite Degrees, philosophical studies, 
special events, entertainment and good fellowship! At your next Blue Lodge Stated Meeting, talk to your Brothers 
about how much YOU enjoy the Scottish Rite, what you have gotten out of it, and why you think they would bene-
fit from the Scottish Rite degrees. You may just give a Brother that little nudge he needs to say; “Yes. I’m interested. 
How do I join?” 

          Our September 9th Stated Meeting will be a special one, in that we will be honoring those excellent NCOs 
and Officers who lead and inspire the ROTC and JROTC Cadets at their schools. Patriotism is a goal of Scottish Rite 
Masonry second to none, and we strongly encourage all of you, particularly our Veterans, to attend dinner this night 
and honor these men. Please get your reservations in EARLY, as we expect a big turnout  See you on the 9th! 

Fraternally,   Hank Vlcek,  General Secretary 
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From the Wise Master…. 

S eptember – month of the autumnal (fall) equinox. The word equinox  comes 
from the Latin words “aequus” (equal) and “nox” (night), literally meaning 

that day and night are equal. While the vernal (spring) equinox is associated with 
rebirth, the autumn equinox is associated with old age, but also with harvest & 

preparation for the winter.  

It has been suggested that the autumnal equinox is the point in the circle of a masonic symbol 
that can be sometimes be found in or even on masonic buildings, such as in Pacific Grove. (See 
photo on right) 

The two lines on the side of the circle are said to represent the Solstices, dedicated to the holy Saints John, with Saint  John the Bap-
tist being represented by the Summer Solstice (parallel line left of the circle), and Saint John the Evangelist being represented by the 
parallel line at the Winter Solstice (right side of the circle).  As such, as the two equinoxes are time-wise in between the solstices, giv-
en the order, in a two-dimensional representation of the celestial globe. The point in the circle would be the autumnal equinox, and 
the vernal equinox would be hidden behind it as it would be on the backside of the globe. An interesting interpretation of that sym-
bol, with the equinox alluding again to the need for balance and equality. 

For the farmer this is time for harvesting the fruits of the hard labor in spring. Hopefully the crop turned out well. For California win-
eries, it is expected to be a good year. Dry farmed vines concentrate the flavor of the grapes, so many are hopeful for a great vintage 
2014. While labors continue in the wineries, some offer some insights into their work, so this is a great time to explore on your own 
as larger groups can usually not be accommodated due to the ongoing work. It is time for me though to remind you of our next wine 
tasting event: Our next Passport Day will be on November 15th and we are looking at the Saratoga wineries, specifically Savannah-
Chanelle, Cinnabar and Cooper-Garrod. Please call me at (408) 505-1822 in case of questions, and see http://scmwa.com/event/
passport-4/ for information about the passport events. 

Fraternally, 

Wolfgang Lochner  

Wise Master 

From the Master of Kadosh, 

I  recently returned from traveling to Dubai and India for 3 weeks.  Since I had never been out of the 
North American area, it was most definitely a learning experience for me.  For the first time in my life I 

was not in a predominately Christian Country and I was the oddity as a white male, definitely an eye open-
er.  Dubai is probably the most liberal of the Muslim states, but there was always the underlying culture 
present.  It was the first and probably only time I will ever see a major city that was entirely devoid of graffi-
ti.  I was not really prepared for India. There are so many people and the way they drive is simply crazy for 
an American. I am really glad that I did not need to drive while I was there.  India is a study in oppo-
sites.  You can see the most amazing things and then literally across the street the most abject poverty.  I did get to see a num-
ber of historic places such as the Taj Mahal, which no picture can really do justice to, it is simply breath taking.  

But now it is time to get back into the swing of things. We are about to enter our Fall Reunion and we are at the point where 
we are looking forward to the changing of the officer guard.  So, please start talking to the members of your lodge that are not 
Scottish Rite Masons about joining our great body.  And if you are interested in becoming an officer, make your desire known 
to one of the current officers, so that we can see about finding a spot for you. 

So as always, I ask that you come out and join us. It is your Valley, so participate. 

Fraternally, 

Gregg Hall 

Master of Kadosh 

http://scmwa.com/event/passport-4/
http://scmwa.com/event/passport-4/
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 Replace the ‘U’ with ‘YOU’ ! 

  Join with your Brothers at the Fall Reunion! 

October 17-18 / Oct 31-Nov 1 / November 4, 2014  

Support San Jose Membership  

by sponsoring a new member ! 

Application can be downloaded from our website.  

                                                        Sanjosescottishrite.org 



“The Rite Word (USPS #3043) is published monthly by the San Jose Scottish Rite at 2455 Masonic Dr., San Jose, CA 95125.    

Periodicals Postage Paid at San Jose, CA. 95125   

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Rite Word, PO Box 18220,   San Jose CA 95158.”   

 SAN  JOSE  SCOTTISH  RITE  BODIES 

 OF THE VALLEY OF SAN JOSE 

PO Box 18220 
San Jose, CA 95158-8220 

Phone: 408-978-7483 
Fax: 408-265-4578 
e-mail: mail@sanjosescottishrite.org  

Periodicals 
Postage 

 

PAID 

Future Scottish Rite Events 
 

 

Tuesday September 9th ~ Stated Meeting  @ 6:00pm 

Dinner  and ROTC Awards Night after the Meeting 

 

September 20th—27th  ~ Scottish Rite Bodies Trip to New Orleans 

 

October 10th—12th  ~ Grand Lodge Communication in San Francisco 

Tuesday October 14th ~ Stated Meeting  @ 6:00pm 

Dinner  after the Meeting 

October 17th—18th  ~ First Weekend of Scottish Rite Fall Reunion 

October 19th  ~ Grand Master’s Reception at the Scottish Rite 

October 28th  ~ Scottish Rite All Officers Meeting at 7pm 

October 31st—Nov 1st  ~ Second Weekend of Scottish Rite Fall Reunion 


