
Brethren and Ladies, 

Your Council of Masters has been showing 
some unusual energy, this first part of the year. Our 
first Council of the new slate of officers was Febru-
ary 7, and though we had some vacancies, there was 
a lot of enthusiasm and ideas passed around and 
polished for quality and user-friendliness. 

For several years, now, we have been addressing 
the need for social functions that go beyond the Stated 
Meeting dinners, and some of these concepts are beginning 
to take shape. Chuck Cowden 32°, assisted by the members 
of the Santa Cruz County Club, has introduced the Night 
of Instruction that emulates the recently revived Traditional 
Lodge, where members dress formally, engage in a tradi-
tional Table Lodge observation, and attend to an address 
covering material of Masonic interest, from noted speakers 
on various subjects. Our first was an exploration of the 
fourth degree by Daniel Doornbos 32° KCCH, and our 
next will be by Ill. Arthur Porter, 33°, a member of Oak-
land Bodies, covering the life and works of Brother Robert 
Burns. This lodge will be on March 24. Please get your res-
ervations in as soon as possible for the purposes of plan-
ning. 

There are 
two more such 
events sched- uled for the 
year 2009, one of which will be June 23, 
and then another on September 22. The meetings in March 
and June will be limited to Scottish Rite Masons, and the 
September meeting will be open to all Masons. 

It has also been suggested that our Ambassador 
Program, which is also under the guidance of Brother Cow-
den might use the September meeting to introduce the 
beauties of Scottish Rite Masonry to the members of our 
several lodges whom we might like to encourage to join our 
Valley. The concept; formal attire, table lodge, Masonic 
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interaction, etc., is attractive in that it is a little out 
of the ordinary and reaches back in time to some of 
the styles we associate with historic observances.  
Please give these meetings your serious considera-
tion and plan to make them a regular activity in our 
Valley. 

Another idea that has been given some thought is 
that of a “tail-gate party” at one of the local college 

football games in our Valley. Both Stanford and San Jose 
State have been suggested as possibilities, and we’d like 
some feed-back from the membership as to your prefer-
ences. The final decision may be predicated on availability 
of suitable blocks of seats in desirable areas of the stadi-
ums, but we’re starting early to make these preparations, 
and would welcome any input we may be able to get from 
the members. 

The revival of the Friday Lunch Bunch resulted in 
a very nice turnout, this last month, and will, I trust, be 
continued for as long as we can keep it going. It’s an 
inexpensive way to enjoy a good 
meal and have some 

casual interac-
tion with other members. 

Let us know if you’d like to host one or 
two of the meals. My lovely wife, Hazel and Ruth 

Roberts are always ready to let the honors fall on others 
shoulders.  

The process is working, my brothers and ladies. 
Members are stepping up to solve problems that we have 
been facing for years, and having fun in the process. 

Friday Lunch Bunch is here again!  Join us ! 
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Make your contribution to the San Jose Scottish Rite 

Bodies and have your name on the “Honor Roll”.  

Your gift of $100.00 or more will help the San Jose 

Lodge of Perfection, Chapter Rose Croix, Council of 

Kadosh and Consistory reach the level necessary to 

provide quality events for our future success.  Incre-

mental gifts welcome too. 
 

2009 Honor Board 

Support  

Members 
 
   

THE RITE WORD 

The Rite Word is an official publication of the Valley of San Jose, Orient of California of 

the A.A.S.R. of Freemasonry, published monthly except July and August, at the San Jose 

Scottish Rite Center, 2455 Masonic Drive, San Jose, CA 95125.  Phone # 408-978-7483 

The Bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, sitting in the Valley of San Jose, in 

the Orient of California, acknowledge and yield all allegiance to the Supreme Council 

(Mother Council of the World) of the Inspectors General, Knights Commander of the 

House of the Temple of Solomon of the Thirty Third Degree of the Ancient and Accepted 

Scottish Rite of Freemasonry for the Southern Jurisdiction of the United States of Amer-

ica. 

Ill. William F. Stovall, 

33° P.G.M.  S.G.I.G. 

Supreme Council,  

Ancient & Accepted 

Scottish Rite                

for California 

Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33°

Sovereign  

Grand Commander 

 Supreme Council  A.A.S.R.  

Washington, D.C. 

Rite Word Support for 2009 

Please add your name to the list  

The “Rite Word” is an expense primarily 

borne by the San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies 

and not the San Jose Scottish Rite Founda-

tion.  It is therefore not tax deductible as are 

contributions to the Foundation which is a 

501 (C)(3) tax  exempt organization. 

Thank 
you for 
your 

support! 

Bro. Egon Jensen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bro. Egon Jensen 

Mrs. Shirley Gross 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Mrs. Jean Dutra 

Bro. Mason Peters 
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2009 - Lodge of Perfection 

Venerable Master Bro. Richard Fisher, 32° KCCH 408-779-4088 

Senior Warden Bro. Durward C. Ayre, 32° KCCH 408-358-6970 

Junior Warden Bro. Harold Leister, 32° 408-846-9788 

Master of Ceremonies Bro. Nick Muhlhauser, 32° 408-395-6746 

Captain of the Host Bro. Will Montoya,  32° 408-274-1137 

2009 - Chapter of Rose Croix 

Wise Master Bro. Monte Bishop, 32° 408-268-4212 

Senior Warden Bro. Bryant Day, 32° 408-266-8184 

Junior Warden Bro. John Unger, 32° 408-269-4418 

Master of Ceremonies Bro. Jack Harris, 32° 408-275-6326 

Captain of the Host Bro. Bud Ramsey, 32° KCCH 408-224-9431 

2009 - Council of Kadosh 

Commander Bro. Ross Fuller, 32° KCCH 408-243-4436 

1st Lt Commander Bro. Gregg Hall, 32° 408-656-2459 

2nd Lt Commander Bro. Joseph DaSilva, 32° 831-479-4381 

Marshal of Ceremonies Bro. Kerem Kapkin, 32° 831-334-4041 

Lt of the Guard Bro. John Fletcher, 32°  

2009 San Jose Consistory 

Master of Kadosh Bro. Daniel Doornbos, 32° KCCH 408-263-2165 

Prior Bro. Ken Justus, 32° 831-726-1542 

Preceptor Bro. Randy Downey, 32° 408-255-3719 

Marshal of Ceremonies Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

Captain of the Guard Bro. Gerald Best, 32° 408-559-3102 

2009 - General Officers 

Personal Representative Ill. Robert Winter, 33° 408-848-1242 

Treasurer Bro. Royce Ford, 32° KCCH 408-294-2773 

General Secretary Bro. Robert Rowan, 32° KCCH 408-945-5941 

Prelate Bro. Gene Meyer, 32° 408-377-8580 

Almoner Bro. Herb Dallas, 32° KCCH 408-268-9472 

Orator/Librarian Ill. Maury Dunbar, 33° 408-773-9813 

Tiler Bro. Bryan Holmberg, 32° 408-813-3869 

Clinic Director Bro. Ed Clarke, 32° KCCH 650-949-2029 

Club Liason Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

Organist Emeritus Ill. Carl Miescke, 33° 209-474-6235 

Director of Ceremonies Bro. Harold Leister, 32° 408-846-9788 

Assist. Director of Ceremonies Bro. Charles Cowden, 32° 831-685-3416 

San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies 

Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry 

Space in the Rite Word can be available to you for business-card sized advertising at 

very reasonable rates.   

If you are interested, call our Brother Secretary to reserve your space. 

From our new Web-Site: 
(Check it out @ www.sanjosescottishrite.org) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

San Jose Scottish Rite Center Facilities… 

Designed to serve the needs of the greater San 

Jose, Santa Clara Valley, Sunnyvale and Palo 

Alto area, offering flexibility, comfort and con-

venience for almost any meeting and/or enter-

tainment requirement. This center provides all 

the amenities desired! What an excellent facility 

to hold your desired event and at an affordable 

competitive price!  

 

Choose from four conference rooms together 

for up to 8,750 square feet of meeting space. 

You may choose to join one or more rooms to-

gether that will give you up to 11,142 square feet 

of meeting space. The facility is particularly 

adaptable to break-away rooms for buzz group 

type meetings. The total facility will provide up to 

six separate adaptable rooms for "Team Style 

Meetings".  

 

Check it out!!!!! 

Directors of the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation 

President Ill. Robert Winter 408-848-1242 

Treasurer Bro. Royce Ford, 32° KCCH 408-294-2773 

Secretary Bro. Robert Rowan, 32° KCCH 408-945-5941 

Director (exp 9/30/2009) Bro. David Gibson,  32° KCCH 408-395-7959 

Director (exp 9/30/2009) Bro. Herb Dallas, 32° KCCH 408-268-9472 

Director (exp 9/30/2010) Ill. Kenneth G. Nagel, 33° 408-984-0839 

Director (exp 9/30/2010) - vacant -  

Director (exp 9/30/2011) Bro. Chuck Cowden,  32° 831-685-3416 

Director (exp 9/30/2011) - vacant -  

Venerable Master Bro. Richard Fisher, 32° KCCH 408-779-4088 

Wise Master Bro. Monte Bishop, 32° 408-268-4212 

Commander Bro. Ross Fuller, 32° KCCH 408-243-4436 

Master of Kadosh Bro. Daniel Doornbos, 32° KCCH 408-263-2165 
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From the Secretary’s Table: 

Brethren, 

With the current economic conditions 
surrounding us, I am reminded of that 
time when I could “neither see nor 
avoid danger”.  How very prescient 
were our forbearers in Masonry. 

Congratulations to our newest 32° 
members!  We trust that you will find 
fellowship and comfort in our ranks 

and invite you to participate in everything that you can. 

Speaking about our newest members, we were dis-
tressed at the minimal attendance at the reunion.  Why 
were there no-shows?  Some very good ritual was 
demonstrated by the members of each degree team 
and we can now count ourselves as one of the Califor-
nia Valleys now presenting all the work using the new 
scripts. 

We do continue to need help and support from all of 
you.  How about volunteering for a small part. 

* * * * * 

I have included in this Rite Word some reunion pic-
tures and trust that you will make yourselves known to 
each new brother as soon as you can. 

* * * * * 

Lastly, check out our web-site!  We continue to 
make subtle changes and would love to have your 

comments. 
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A LITTLE SCOTTISH RITE EDUCATION 

 Scottish Rite - Northern Jurisdiction 

 Most of us who belong to the Southern Jurisdic-
tion don't know that there is a Northern Jurisdic-
tion comprised of 15 States. Their geography be-

gins in Wisconsin in the West, across the Northern states as far 
South as Ohio and New Jersey, thence North through New York 
and New England.  Their new Headquarters are in Lexington, 
MA, a mile from where our American Revolution began. Their 
Rite consists of 29 Degrees, divided into four bodies, the Lodge of 
Perfection (4th -14th degrees), Council of Princes of Jerusalem 
(15th - 16th degrees), Chapter of Rose Croix (17th - 18th degrees) 
and the Consistory (19th -32nd degrees).Titles of few of their De-
grees match those of ours. Some of their  major degrees are the 
Master of Traveler (4th), Grand Elect Mason (14th), Grand Pon-
tiff (18th) and Sublime Prince of the Royal Secret (32nd). 

Ross Fuller   Commander—Council of Kadosh 

 

 

Attention all 32° Masons 

Are you a 32° Scottish Rite Mason? 
 

If so, why not join the 

KNIGHTS OF ST. ANDREW ? 

Interested?  Please send information to:   

John Unger, Secretary 
4609 Hampton Falls Place, San Jose, CA 95136-2678  

or e-mail johnp4609@yahoo.com. 

Please include your name, address, phone (home, work, 
cell <whatever you want listed>) and e-mail address if you 

have one.  

From the Commander 

 

T he Santa Cruz Scottish Rite Club is pleased to announce their Maundy Thursday observance will be held on Wednesday, 
April 8, 2009 at Confidence Lodge (Soquel Masonic Temple, 3001 N Main Street, Soquel, California).  We will begin with 

social hour at 6:30pm, dinner at 7:00pm and the observance will follow in the Lodge room.  The Maundy Thursday address will 
be given by Venerable Master Richard Fisher 32nd Degree, KCCH. This is open to anyone, it will not be tiled, you are welcome 
to invite your guests. 

Dinner cost is $18 and reservations are strongly recommended before March 30th by calling the Santa Cruz Scottish Club presi-
dent Kerem Kapkin at (831) 344-4041 or sending him an e-mail at kkapkin@gmail.com 

This year the ritual team from San Jose will present the observance using the new Supreme Council ritual.  This will be the first 
time it will be presented in the Valley of San Jose.  If you are unable to make it to San Jose on April 9 for Maundy Thursday, you 
can come to the Santa Cruz Club's observance the night before April 8th Wednesday. 

Please contact me if you have any questions or comments, 

Fraternally, 
Kerem Kapkin 
(831) 334-4041 
kkapkin@gmail.com 

 CONGRATULATIONS and MANY THANKS 
 

T he 2008 Spring Reunion has concluded and has completed our conversion to the “new degrees”. Congratulations to the 
Degree Directors, all cast members, stage and lighting crews, the administrative staff lead by Brother Bob Rowan, and all 

those whose efforts contributed to such a magnificent success. Much work and many hours of study and practices were required 
to accomplish this task and it was all done in a very pleasing manner. It materially supported not only Scottish but also the entire 
Masonic Community. 

Scottish Rite Bodies are proud of all participants that made it such a significant event. 

Hal Leister  -  Degrees Director 

mailto:kkapkin@gmail.com
mailto:kkapkin@gmail.com
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From the Clinic!!! 
 

R oger Quintanilla is an endearing ten year 
old young man who is being seen once a week at 

the San Jose Scottish Rite Language Disorders Clinic.  
Roger’s parents heard of the services offered by the 
clinic from a teacher at a local school.  Both Roger and 
his sister have benefitted from speech and language 
services.  His sister was seen at this clinic several years 
ago, so his mother was already familiar with the process 
of receiving speech and language treatment. 

Roger has both an expressive and receptive language 
disorder.  Language has been hard for Roger for some 
time now, as his mother first noticed the problem when 

he was four years old.  Roger has had difficulty at school in the areas of reading, writ-
ing and spelling.  His language disorder, as well as other learning issues like mild indi-
cators of dyslexia, has made school a challenge for Roger. 

Roger has had difficulties with many areas of expressive and receptive language.  Ther-
apy has targeted many different areas such as concepts, directions, word structures and 
tenses, sentence formulations, word classes, vocabulary, grammar, definitions, outlin-
ing information, pronouns and answering questions from paragraphs.  Roger has a 
difficult time verbally expressing himself, as well as writing and creating sentences and 
understanding what is told to him. 

Roger’s mother stated, “My child would speak in very short sentences and was expressing frustration when trying to 
speak.  He was reading below class level.”  After treatment began, his mother stated, “Roger is doing much better ex-
pressing himself.  It seems to be getting easier for him to put his thoughts into words.  His vocabulary has improved and 
reading comprehension is much better.  He is getting better grades at school.”  By participating in treatment his mother 
has learned ways to help Roger and  they practice extra work at home to reinforce what is done during his treatment ses-
sions. 

Roger’s mother said, “His self esteem has improved.  He likes to attend his speech class and loves his teacher.  He 
knows the sessions help him do better at school.”  When asked how she would describe her experience at the clinic she 
stated, “My experience has been very positive.  Natalie (my daughter) was helped by a therapist who did wonders in a 
short period of time and now Ms. Angela Stephan is doing wonders with Roger.” 

Roger’s mother stated she would definitely tell other parents about the services here.  Roger attends a private school, so 
therapy at this clinic has been the only source of treatment for his language disorder.  Roger is currently in the fourth 
grade, a very challenging year, in which the curriculum becomes increasingly difficult. His parents continue to notice im-
provements in his academic and speech and language skills.  Roger is making good grades and is excelling in soccer, 
where he has joined a competitive league.  He also likes to spend his spare time playing video games. 

Roger’s mother stated, “Thank you to everyone in the clinic for all their help.  The services do make a difference in the 
kid’s lives.” 

January Donations: 

In Memory of: 

     Sam Nixon 

     Mrs. Frances Keister 

          Mrs. Mary Lou Johnson 

In Memory of: 

     Norman Sage 

          SLO Area Club  

In Memory of: 

     Sam Mixon 

     Mrs. Frances Keister 

          Bro/M Robert Schmidt 

In Memory of: 

     Mrs. Frances Keister 

          Bros. Jack & Eldred LeHeup 

In Memory of: 

     Mrs. Frances Keister 

          Mrs. Grace Stephens 

 In Honor of:    

     Gieutham Thiromalai 

          Mr. Thirumalai N.B. Kumar 



January Donations: Cont’d 
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Clinic  Continued 

San Jose Bodies 

Bro. James Ward 

Bro. Richard Field 

Bro/M Tim Kesler 

Bro. James Ward 

Bro. Kenneth Nelson 

Bro. Richard Field 

Bro. Kirk Hall 

Bro/M Laurentino Del Carmen 

Bro/M Lee Milde 

M/M Kennan Laudel 

Mr. Craig Scull 

M/M Edward Verdonk 

Mr. Hong Nguyen 

Bro. Edgardo Javier 

Shut-Ins 

Charles Boyd 18760 McFarland Ave., Saratoga, CA 95070-4626 408-370-9619 

Bill Nelson       
Care Center, Los Gatos Meadows, 
110 Wood Rd., Los Gatos, CA 95030-6799  

408-399-1787  

Robert Gass       
VA Nursing Home Care, Rm.258, 4951 Arroya Rd. , 
Livermore, CA 94550-9650 

 

Walt Buescher     
34400 Mission Blvd. 
Union City, CA . 94587-3604 

510-471-3434 

Marty Marshall 1425 St. Francis Dr. ,  San Jose, CA 95125-5247 408-266-6362 

John Knight 
3400 Paul Sweet Rd. #C-129  -  Santa Cruz, 95065-
1537 

 

Wyatt Sawyer 14500 Fruitvale Ave. #2253  -  Saratoga 95070-6179 408-741-7306 

   

If you know of 

anyone who is ill, 

please call the 

office at  

408-978-7483! 

Jerry Boxer 1660 Circle B Rd., Paso Robles, CA 93446-9595 805-238-7222 

Jack Cooper 1861 Geneva St., San Jose, CA 95124-2110 408-559-0733 

   

Permanent Shut-Ins 

Thank 
you for 
your 

support! 

Bro. James Ward 
Bro/M Harry Carlsen 

Bro/M Lee Milde 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Foundation  

Library/Museum 

In Memory of: 

     John Runcie 

     Lowell Johnson 

     Sam Nixon 

     Mrs. Frances Keister 

          Mrs. Kathie Runcie 
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Brethren, 

Another month is upon us and 
much has happened in the recent 
weeks, the biggest of which having 
been our recent reunion with the 
new Degree scripts and many new 
participants.  The seven new Scottish Rite Brethren 
were treated to the updated degrees that were spear-
headed by Degree Director Hal Leister as well as 
individual Degree Directors and behind the scenes 
work-of-ten-guys performed by Bob Rowan.   

The new Degrees appear to be much more modern 
when delivered and, in my opinion, seem to be easier 
to understand as well as more interesting.  We at 
Rose Croix hosted a portion of the reunion and were 
directly involved in preparing breakfast and lunch on 
Saturday, with the help of many others.  And just so 
you hear it from me first, I forgot to put out the po-
tato salad and the veggie fixin’s for the burgers.  My 
bad memory struck.   

The catered meal for the dinner and ring/capping 
ceremony was again superbly done by Greg the ca-
terer.  The attendance for the reunion, dinner, and 
ceremony was very lightly attended and I would urge 
all who can attend and participate in the future that 
they will absolutely, without a doubt, enjoy the event 
as well as learn from it.  Also, don’t forget to keep 
you ears open for any Master Masons who might be 
interested in becoming a Scottish Rite Mason.   

I look forward to seeing everybody at Tuesday’s 
stated meeting on the second Tuesday of each 
month and will bring any and all scheduling informa-
tion that I have forgotten to list here. 

Monte Bishop— Wise Master 

 

 

T he Fall 2008 Reunion is finally com-
pleted, and we've been through a real 

adventure. With exception of 29th Degree, 
this is the first time our Valley has worked the 
new Degrees. We had new casts, new scripts, 
new props, and the added challenge of per-
forming a ritual that none of us had seen be-
fore. 

In our Symbolic Lodges and in Scottish Rite, each of us came up 
through the ranks watching the Degree work and we had time to 
become familiar with it. This occasion was different. This Reunion 
separated the ordinary ritualist from the true thespian. And guess 
what... We have a number of thespians among us. 

Last October 25th, we witnessed the 4th Degree, Secret Master. If 
you did not know that the cast was performing it for the first time, 
you would have thought they had been doing it for years. It was 
smooth. The players knew their parts. It began and ended on 
schedule. If they had problems with the Degree, they did a great 
job of concealing the matter. Of course, that Degree is about se-
crecy, isn't it? 

I was privileged to participate in smaller parts of the 14th and 30th 
Degrees. Those roles allowed me to see the amount of effort that 
the cast members and Degree Directors put into the production. 
And behind the scenes, the Temple staff was also active, scroung-
ing up costumes, regalia, and props, as well as setting up the stage, 
the projector, and arranging the sound system. 

On February 20, we witnessed the 18th Degree. The performance 
was absolutely stellar. The 18th Degree has always been colorful 
and dramatic. The new version is more so. In the hands of the San 
Jose 18th Degree team, it was truly remarkable. The candidates 
were especially impressed. As were the sideliners. 

On the 21st, we portrayed the 29th, 30th, and 32nd Degrees. The 
Knights of Saint Andrew did really well on the 29th Degree, as 
expected, and improved several points over their previous perform-
ance. The 30th Degree team took on a complex plot with a lot of 
behind-the-scenes action and presented its teachings well, despite 
several last-minute changes. The 30th used several new props built 
by one of the team members. 

The 32nd Degree is the capstone of the Reunion, and it is a Consis-
tory Degree, so the Master of Kadosh should comment on it. Like 
the others, this Degree came off well, despite what I heard from a 
few pessimists. The 32nd made use of pre-recorded voiceovers, 
which is something new for Scottish Rite. It turned out to be a 
good thing because a few of the voices belonged to Brothers who 
had engagements that prevented them from attending the Reunion 
that day. Also, the 32nd cast had a few last-minute substitutions, 
the Degree Director's worst nightmare. But the Brothers filling in 
did an excellent job of speaking their parts and keeping their scripts 
out of sight. 

(Continued on page 9) 

From the Master of Kadosh From the Wise Master 

Q: Where does a one-armed man 

shop? 

A: At a secondhand store. 



Page 9 VOLUME 3,   ISSUE 3 

 

Brethren, 

F irst, a small correction to my message last month, about the Regional Reunion in 
Long Beach in June, 2009.  I understood all 29 Degrees of the Scottish Rite would be 

conferred.  A closer look at their web-site showed they are going to confer 17 Degrees and communicate the 
other 12.  It also looks like we will have the opportunity to bring a team down and present the 29th Degree.  
If you have any potential candidates this three day Reunion (June 10 through 13, 2009) is a chance for them 
to see Degree teams from other Valleys and regions perform. 
 

Please keep a look out for information on receiving the Rite Word electronically instead of by print.  Our 
Secretary's Office is working on the details and distribution by e-mail is near. 

 

At this writing we have received a "bunch" of applications for the Scottish Rite Foundation Scholarship grant for 2009.  The Selec-
tion Committee will be meeting soon to select our recipient.  The 2010 grant application will be on our web site by summer.  The 
Scholarship is $2500.00 per year, renewable for up to four years and is open to graduating seniors of public high schools within the 
jurisdiction of the Valley of San Jose who will be attending 4 year colleges or universities. 
 

I will be assisting the Wise Master of the Chapter of Rose Croix in presenting the annual Maundy Thursday observance on April 9, 
2009 in San Jose and on April 8, 2009 at the Santa Cruz Scottish Rite Club.  Reservations are always recommended. 
 

See you at the Stated Meeting. 

Richard M. Fisher 

Venerable Master 

From the Venerable Master 

Herbert Sterling Bailey Union City January 13,2009 

Armand Joseph Delpero Santa Clara February 9-2009 

Ewell Paxxton Campbell February 2, 2009 

Lawrence Wright Peters Jr. Soquel December 29, 2009 

Wendell Gaylord Peterson Gilroy January 9, 2009 

LeRoy Francis Polglase Santa Cruz January 20, 2009 

Garland Thompson Pruitt Liberty, MD January 15, 2009 

In Memoriam 

The reason we exemplify Degrees is to learn the lessons they 
teach. The 32nd Degree, Master of the Royal Secret, teaches 
you what the Royal Secret is and why it matters. Previously, you 
had to listen very carefully, and the speaker had to enunciate 
very clearly, otherwise you would miss the point entirely. In the 
new Degree, the script has changed, and that teaching is much 
clearer. So for all you Scottish Rite Brothers who don't know or 
can't recall what the Royal Secret is, be sure to attend the Fall 
Reunion to brush up on this essential teaching. 

I was very pleased to see that all of the Consistory Officers 
took active roles in the Reunion. Ken Justus, 32° and Gerry 
Best 32° took parts in every Degree this month. Ken hosted 
the bar at the banquet. Gerry is also the Chief Knight of the 
Knights of Saint Andrew. Randy Downey, 32° took a big part 
in the 4th Degree while Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° kept a low profile, 
helping out behind the scenes. 

(Continued from Master of Kadosh page 8) My favorite part of the Reunion was at the banquet Saturday 
night when we held a graduation ceremony. Rather than line 
the candidates up like a firing squad -- ready, aim, put on your 
caps! -- we had them walk through the arch one-by-one, and 
announced each by name. Each new member had a moment 
that was just for him. Everybody welcomed each new Brother 
to the San Jose Scottish Rite with a round of applause. 

Can you believe it? Somebody accused me of being the mar-
keting guy for San Jose Scottish Rite. He said I went around 
hyping the organization like a salesman. It turns out the person 
who said that has not attended a Scottish Rite function in sev-
eral years. In fact, I found out that his dues are a little behind. 
So I encouraged him to bring his dues up-to-date, and then 
bring himself up-to-date by coming out to for a nice dinner or 
a Night of Instruction. I may have to take off work early, drive 
to his house, and give him a ride to be sure he gets there. 

Daniel Doornbos  -  Master of Kadosh 



 

 

A little before Lodge is about to open an old man totters up to the Tyler and says, "I'm here to receive my 2nd de-

gree."  

Well, they all look at this guy, who really is older than dirt, and they ask him to explain. "I was entered on July 4, 1922. 

Now I'm ready for my 2nd degree."  

So they go scurrying for the records, and sure enough, there was his name, entered on July 4, 1922. "Where have you 

been all these years? What took you so long to be ready for your 2nd?" they ask.  

His reply   -    "Learning to subdue my passions!" 

For the Lighter Side of things 

Menu 

Corned-Beef and Cabbage and all the 

Irish Trimins 

Pasta for Vegetarians by advance request 

Coffee or Tea 

Surprise Desert 

March Stated Meeting Dinner  - 7:15 PM  

—Tuesday March 10,  2009 
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$15.00 per 

person 

Reservation deadline:  
Friday, Mar 6th at 4:00 PM 

Reservation #: 

408-978-7483 

The San Luis Obispo County Scottish Rite Club held it's annual installation of officers on Feb. 22, 2009 at the Paso Robles Ma-
sonic Lodge in Paso Robles. 

After the officer's installation, a delightful dinner was served to all attendees. 

Installing officers were : 
Ill. Robert Winter, 33° , Installing Officer 
Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° , Marshall of Ceremonies 
Ken Justus, 32° , Installing Chaplain 
 

San Luis Obispo County Scottish Rite Club Officers installed were : 
President  -   Jerry Boxer, 32° , K.C.C.H. 
1st Vice Pres.  -   Bob Ellis, 32°  
2nd Vice Pres.  -   Ken Brokamp, 32° 
Treasurer  -   Ill. Dan Wasson, 33° 
Sec'y    -  Ben Minter, 32°  
Almoner  -  absent but will be installed at a later date 
Chaplain  -  Will Strong, 32° , K.C.C.H. 



Membership is always important: 
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Share your own enjoyment of Scottish Rite. 

Invite a brother to make an application. 



 

Future Scottish Rite Events: 

March 7, 2009 -  Council of Masters meeting — 9:00AM (all officers should attend) 

March 8, 2009  -  Daylight Savings Time begins 

March 10, 2009  -  March  Stated Meeting and Dinner  

March  24, 2009 -  A Night of Scottish Rite Education  6:30 PM  (see page 2 for info)  

April  4, 2009 -  Council of Masters meeting — 9:00AM (all officers should attend) 

April 9, 2009  -  Ceremony of Remembrance and Renewal  

April 14, 2009  -  April Stated Meeting and Dinner  
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While walking through a parking lot, I tripped and fell flat on my face. As I was lying 

there, a woman stopped and called out, "Are you hurt?"  

 

"No. I'm fine," I said, touched by her concern.  

 

"Oh, good," she continued. "So will you be vacating your parking spot?"  


