
April 2012  

Volume 6,   Issue 4 

THE RITE WORD 

A  SAN  JOSE  SCOTTISH  RITE  PUBLICATION  

HOME OF THE ANCIENT & ACCEPTED  SCOTTISH RITE BODIES  OF THE VALLEY OF SAN JOSE 

From the Venerable Master 

Brethren, 

T his month we will once again consider Ill. Brother Manly P. Hall’s attributes of a true Mason 

which we began to explore in my February message. 

A true mason keeps his vow/s. He must realize that failure to live mentally, spiritually and morally up to one’s highest 

ideals constitutes the greatest of all broken promises. 

A true Mason knows that his work is not secret but realizes that it must remain unknown to all who do not live the 

true Masonic life. Yet, if all the so-called secrets of Freemasonry are shouted from the rooftops or broadcast on the Inter-

net, the Fraternity is absolutely safe. These disclosures reveal merely the outward forms and ceremonies of Freemasonry. 

A true mason is not proud of position. He is not “puffed up” by his honor, but with a seeking heart is eternally 

ashamed of his own place, realizing that it is far below the standard of his craft. A true Mason never feels worthy of his 

Craft. 

A true Mason cannot be ordained or elected by ballot. He is evolved through the years of self-purification and spiritual 

change. There are thousands of Masons who are brethren in name only, for their failure to follow the ideals of their Craft 

makes them unresponsive to the teachings and purpose of Freemasonry. 

The true Mason knows the value of seeking the truth wherever he can find it. The Masonic Lodge is universal; therefore all true Masons will seek through 

the “extremities of creation for their light”. He must search for the high things in lowly places and find the lowly things in high places. 

The true Mason realizes charity to be one of the greatest acts of Freemasonry. This means not only properly regulated charity that the Craft pursues but also 

the charity in his thoughts and actions. Each labor with his own tools and as a Master Mason does not spend his time in criticizing but rather in helping 

others to improve their tools.  

I trust that these thoughts about the qualifications of a true Mason have given you some things to think about and contemplate. 

You might not agree with everything on this subject as set forth by Brother Hall but I believe there are some measures of merit in 

his words that we can all use to our benefit. 

April means Spring Reunion time in the Valley of San Jose. Our degree teams have been working hard to get ready to welcome the 

new class of candidates into the mysteries of Scottish Rite Masonry. For the first time in recent memory, the Lodge of Perfection 

(LoP) will be exemplifying five degrees. In addition to the Fourth Degree, “Secret Master” and Fourteenth Degree, the “Perfect 

Elu” the LoP will also present the Ninth and Tenth degrees, “Elu of the Nine” and “Elu of the Fifteen” and the Twelfth Degree 

“Master Architect”. Our schedule starts on the April 10 with the remaining degrees of the LoP to be presented on April 13-14. A 

detailed schedule of all the degree communications and conferrals can be found elsewhere in this issue.  I hope you 

can join with us for this festive reunion of education, brotherly love, food and other refreshments.  

Chuck Cowden Venerable Master 
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From the General Secretary  

 

Brethren all, 

The year has begun with a rousing start, beginning with our Installation in January, our Sweet-
hearts dinner in February, and our March celebration of Angela’s Birthday, the Installation of 
our Monterey Club Officers for 2012 and 50 year honors for Brothers John Lew and Dick Priest. 

April will begin our Spring Reunion and welcome several new Brothers to the San Jose Valley.  
I hope that many of you will attend the various degrees and support the quality ritual work our 
Officers are demonstrating. 

Bros. Jim Arnold, Dick Meyers and myself attended the 2012 Leadership conference in San Diego and brought back some 
great ideas for us to try.  In addition, Admiral Sizemore congratulated us on the work we are attempting with the Senior 
Member Program. 

* * * * * * * *  

I read a quotation from Mark Twain last evening that I would like to share: 

“I like a thin book because it will steady a table, 

A leather volume because it will strop a razor, 

And a heavy book because it can be thrown at a cat.” 

To All the members and those in attendance at  March’s 

Stated Meeting Dinner …… 

I want to sincerely thank you all for making my birthday 

so special! You are all like my second family and it 

meant the world to me !!  It was a special day spent with 

special people !  I was showered with well wishes,  

Flowers, wine and chocolates!!! 

Thank you from the bottom of my heart ! 

Always, 

Angela Athans 
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Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33° 
Sovereign Grand Commander 
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Washington, D.C. 

2012 - Lodge of Perfection 

Venerable Master Bro. Chuck Cowden,  32° KCCH 831-685-3416 

Senior Warden Bro. BJ McCuiston,  32° KCCH 408-842-8927 

Junior Warden Bro. John Williams, 32° KCCH 831-384-6428 

Master of Ceremonies Bro. Joseph DaSilva, 32° KCCH 831-635-9749 

Captain of the Host Bro. Hershel Amos, 32° KCCH 831-394-5273 
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Wise Master Bro. Jack Harris, 32° KCCH 408-275-6326 

Senior Warden Bro. Bud Ramsey, 32° KCCH 408-224-9431 

Junior Warden Bro. Wolfgang Lochner 32° 408-505-1822 

Master of Ceremonies Bro. Cordell H. Bleiler, 32° 650-948-1400 

Guardian of the Temple Bro. Tom Bergevin, 32° 408-985-5996 

2012 - Council of Kadosh 

Commander Bro. Kerem Kapkin, 32° 831-334-4041 

1st Lt Commander Bro. Daniel Doornbos, 33°  408-263-2165 

2nd Lt Commander Bro. Matthew K. Boyette, 32° 408 -605-2484 

Marshal of Ceremonies Bro. Randy Downey, 32° KCCH 408-274-1137 

Lt of the Guard Bro. Will Montoya, 32° 408-274-1137 

2012 San Jose Consistory 

Master of Kadosh Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

Prior Bro. Gerald Best, 32° 408-559-3102 

Preceptor Bro. Gregg A. Hall, 32° 408 -656-2459 

Marshal of Ceremonies Bro. Steve Munyon, 32° 408-313-0762 

Captain of the Guard Bro. Richard Rosenberg, 32° 650-494-8792 

2012 - General Officers 

Personal Representative Ill. Kenneth G. Nagel, 33° 510-468-9864 

Assist. Personal Representative Bro. Richard A. Meyers,  32° KCCH 408-264-0277 

Treasurer Bro. James Arnold, 32° 408-859-7523 

General Secretary Bro. Robert Rowan, 32° KCCH 408-945-5941 

Prelate Bro. Mike Sloan, 32° 408-365-8266 

Almoner Bro. Herb Dallas, 32° KCCH 408-268-9472 

Orator/Librarian Bro. David Kimball 32° KCCH 408-836-6792 

Tiler Bro. Bryant Day, 32º 408-256-2766 

Clinic Director Bro. Durward C. Ayre, 32° KCCH 408-358-6970 

Club Liaison Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

Organist Emeritus Ill. Carl Miescke, 33° 209-474-6235 

Director of Ceremonies Bro. Harold Leister, 32° KCCH 408-846-9788 

Assist. Director of Ceremonies Bro. Charles Cowden, 32° KCCH 831-685-3416 

Orator Emeritus Ill. Maury V. Dunbar, 33° 408-773-9813 

San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies 

Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry 

Directors of the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation 
President Ill. Kenneth G. Nagel, 33° 510-468-9864 

Treasurer Bro. James Arnold, 32° 408-859-7523 

Secretary Bro. Robert Rowan, 32° KCCH 408-945-5941 

Director (exp 9/30/2013) Ill. Richard Fisher,  33° 408-779-4088 

Director (exp 9/30/2013) Bro. Hal Leister 32° KCCH 408-846-9788 

Director (exp 9/30/2014)   

Director (exp 9/30/2014) Bro. H. “Bud” Ramsey, 32° KCCH 408-264-0277 

Director (exp 9/30/2012) Bro. Herb Dallas, 32° KCCH 408-268-9472 

Director (exp 9/30/2012) Bro. Durward C. Ayre, 32° KCCH 408-358-6970 

Venerable Master Bro. Chuck Cowden, 32° KCCH 408-846-9788 

Wise Master Bro. Jack Harris, 32° KCCH 831-635-9749 

Commander Bro. Kerem Kapkin, 32°  831-334-4041 

Master of Kadosh Ill. Roger Bibb, 33°  408-371-0470 

Assist. Personal Representative Bro. Richard A. Meyers,  32° KCCH 408-264-0277 
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Rite Word Support  

for 2012 

Your donations for the Rite Word 
are Instrumental in helping make 

a meaningful communication! 
 

Limited Advertising is now  
available.   

Call the Secretary for  
information. 

Bro. Robert Rowan 

(408) 978-7483 

The Bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, sitting in the Valley of San Jose, in the Orient of California, acknowledge and yield all allegiance to the 

Supreme Council (Mother Council of the World) of the Inspectors General, Knights Commander of the House of the Temple of Solomon of the Thirty Third 

Degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry for the Southern Jurisdiction of the United States of America. 
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Advertising Space  
Available Call the 

Office  
For rates. 

Advertising Space  
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Call the Office  
For rates. 

 

 

 

B rethren, 
Continuing my articles in Masonic Education in Scottish Rite, I would like to share this 

article and its excitement as it relates to our upcoming reunion. It was published in 

“London Freemason’s Quarterly Magazine” sometime around 1868 which I hope you will enjoy 

it as much as I did. 

“If it be asked, for what good are the Superior degrees cultivated?  We might answer, that as to personal benefits, the 

opportunity to ‘do good and communicate’, to practice all the Masonic virtues, as well as enjoy all the pleasures of  

fellowship and sociality – so far as these are considered within the sphere of the Masonic acquirements of any brother, 

the original working degrees of the Ancient Craft Masonry will for him suffice.  Only to one who wishes to attain a 

more extensive knowledge of, and become fully accomplished in, the religious, philosophic, and chivalric departments 

of our Order, as they were cultivated in the different ages of the world gone by, as well as at the present day, would we 

recommend initiation in the high degrees.  He only will be competent to appreciate the honors and privileges attached 

to them, who possesses the disposition and ability to study the deeper and higher mysteries of our Kabala, and will not 

rest satisfied until he has discovered a satisfactory solution to every Masonic problem,  and can, in every case, explain 

‘de que fabulum narratur;’ who can thoroughly understand the moral mysteries, as well as those of art and science, 

which our legends unfold, and who has a laudable ambition to participate in the most exalted sphere, with congenial 

associates, in that subtle communion and fraternization which genuine ‘Sublime Freemasonry’ is peculiarly calculated 

to afford.”  

Fraternally, 

Kerem Kapkin 

Commander, Council of Kadosh 

From the Commander , Council of Kadosh 
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T he Degree of Rose Croix , like those preceding it, is philosophical.  The end of all philos-

ophy is to free the mind from those encumbrances which hinder its progress toward 

perfection and to raise it to the contemplation of Immutable Truth and the knowledge of di-

vine and spiritual objects.  This effect must be produced by easy steps, lest the mind, hitherto 

conversant only with sensible things, should revolt at the change Knight of the Eagle and Peli-

can is one of the titles applied to a Rose-Croix H-R-D-M Freemason, yet that degree is not strictly an order of 

knighthood, k in the commonly received sense of the term. 

In these degrees, it is readily perceivable that we have now full entered upon a long course of instruction in to all the 

mysteries of the esoteric doctrine........More next time.  Jack Harris WM 

I decided to define the word “esoteric”  and opened a can-of-worms.  There are many competing definitions and it 

was difficult to select one, but I think this will come as close as any.  

                        es-o-ter-ic  adjective:   1. understood by or meant for only the select few, who have special  

                                                knowledge or interest. 

                          2. belonging to a select few 

                          3.  private; secret; confidential 

                          4. ( of a philosophical doctrine or the like) 

                                                                            intended to be revealed only to the initiates of a group  
 

     

 

B rethren,  
The following is from SCOTTISH RITE RITUAL,  condensed  

          and written for all members. 

“Founded in 1801, the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite is the largest branch of  

Freemasonry, an ancient  brotherhood with millions of members worldwide with an  

impressive system of thirty-three degrees (steps of initiation).  The Scottish Rite offers its members practical  

instruction by expounding lessons in philosophy, comparative religion, mythology and wise morality.  Employing 

drama, metaphor and symbolism, it teaches its members to think clearly and act properly. 

The Scottish Rite Creed states -"Human progress is our cause, liberty of thought our supreme wish, freedom of 

conscience our mission, and the guarantee of equal rights to all people everywhere our ultimate goal. " 

Fraternally, 

Roger Bibb    
Master of Kadosh  

From the Master of Kadosh 

From the Wise Master 
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T heresa is a sweet, hardworking 12 year old girl who has been coming 

to the Scottish Rite Childhood Language Disorders Clinic due to a 

speech and language disorder. Like her older brother and sister who also 

have articulation issues, Theresa struggled with producing her r’s, l’s and 

th’s. She dropped syllables of multisyllabic words and the final 

consonants of words. She also had some difficulty with oral motor skills, 

such as movement of the tongue independently of the jaw. In addition, 

she struggled with grammar, such as regular past tense. 

Theresa’s steadfast work during the past year has paid off and her family 

has noted significant improvements since she enrolled in treatment. Her 

mother reported that her speech is “more intelligible”. Her family has also 

noticed that they don’t have to ask her to repeat herself as much. Most 

importantly, her parents have noticed that Theresa is more confident! 

Theresa has mastered producing multisyllabic words and adding final consonants to words during conversation. She has also 

graduated from working on her l’s. She continues to work toward mastering her r’s, th’s and grammar.  

Theresa’s family has found their experience at the clinic “very positive”. Her parents also commented that the “staff is 

professional and friendly and deliver results.” Theresa’s family has been instrumental in her progress. She always completes 

her speech homework and works hard during her speech sessions.  Theresa is always a pleasure to see in the clinic! 

From the Clinic! 

F 

Durward C. Ayre 
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Shut Ins 

John Knight 3400 Paul Sweet Rd. #C-129  -  Santa Cruz, CA.  95065- 1537 ************** 

Wyatt Sawyer 14500 Fruitvale Ave. #2253  -  Saratoga , CA. 95070-6179 408-741-7306 

Alvin Wong Cards to:  1163 Carolyn Ave.  San Jose, CA.  95125-3223 
408-293-6583 

Visitors welcome ! 

Robert Gass       
VA Nursing Home Care,  

Rm.258, 4951 Arroya Rd. ,Livermore, CA 94550-9650 
************ 

Greg LaFavor 6700 Buggywhip Ct.,  San Jose, CA  95120 408-268-5847 

Don Yeager 702 S. Mary,  Sunnyvale, CA 94087-1602 408-720-8069 

Permanent Shut Ins 

Called From Labor... 

Bro. Kenneth Justus 32˚ KCCH 

Feb. 10th , 2012 

Ill. Bro. Lloyd E. Keister. 33˚ 

Jan. 27th , 2012 

Bro. George C. Hesse 32˚ KCCH 

Feb. 23rd , 2012 

Bro. Preston Chaffin 32˚  

Mar. 21st , 2012 

Bro. Marvin Hartman 32˚  

Mar. 12th , 2012 

Bro. Willard Olsen 32˚  

Mar. 26th , 2012 

God Bless you, Greta Justus ! 

You are in our thoughts  

and prayers! 

John Lund 
962 Desert Court,  Carson City, Nevada 89705 

(775) 392-1745 
 

 

WELCOME HOME , JOHN !!  Glad you are doing great ! 
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Donations  To CLINIC  
 

By * MR.RITESH  PATEL* 
 

IN MEMORY OF 

BRO. GENE KEISTER 33˚  

BRO. GEORGE HESSE 33˚ 

BRO. JOHN FLETCHER 32˚  

By * MRS. KATHRYN RUNCIE * ♥ 

(For clinic teaching materials) 
 

IN MEMORY OF 

BRO. GENE KEISTER 33˚  

BRO. GEORGE HESSE 33˚ 

By * BRO. & MRS. ROYCE FORD * 
 

IN MEMORY OF 

BRO. GEORGE HESSE 33˚ 

BRO. KEN JUSTUS 32˚ KCCH  
 

By * BRO. & MRS. DURWARD AYRE * 
 

 

IN MEMORY OF 

BRO. GEORGE HESSE 33˚ 

By * MR. & MRS. PHILIP RUHLE * 
 

IN MEMORY OF 

BRO. GENE KEISTER 33˚  

BRO. KEN JUSTUS 32˚ KCCH  

By * BRO. & MRS. RICHARD FISHER* 

 

IN MEMORY OF 

* BRO. GEORGE HESSE 33˚ 

By * MR & MRS. LORRANCE OTTER * 
 

                                            IN MEMORY OF 

                                    BRO. GENE KEISTER 33˚  

                                By * BRO. ELDRED L HEUP * 
  

 

 

Donations  To  BODIES  
 

* FOR THE RITE WORD * 

By * BRO.ROBERT LAWS * 
 

Donations  To  FOUNDATION  
 

IN MEMORY OF 

BRO. KEN JUSTUS 32˚ KCCH  

By * BRO. & MRS. ROBERT WINTER *  
 

IN HONOR OF 

BRO. CHUCK COWDEN 32˚ KCCH  

FOR HIS 50 YEARS OF MASONRY 
 

By * BRO. & MRS. ROBERT WINTER * 
 

IN MEMORY OF 

BRO. KEN JUSTUS 32˚ KCCH  

By * BRO. & MRS. ROBERT ROWAN * 
 

IN MEMORY OF 

                                    * BRO. GEORGE HESSE 33˚ 

* BRO. JOHN FLETCHER 32˚  

                           By * BRO. & MRS. GREG LAFAVOR * 

We, the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation  
(TIN 94-2541623), hereby certify that all funds  

received on the behalf of the San Jose Scottish Rite Founda-
tion, The Children’s Language  Disorders Clinic, and/or the 

San Jose Scottish Rite Scholarship funds are used for charitable 
purposes only and the donor receives no goods or services in 

return  for  their donation.* 

‘2012’ Honor Board Members 
 

Make your contribution to the 

 San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies   

and have your name included on the “Honor Roll”.   

Your annual gift of $100.00 or more will help the San 

Jose Lodge of  Perfection, Chapter Rose Croix, Council 

of Kadosh and Consistory reach the level necessary to  

provide quality events for our future success.  
 
 

* BRO. ROBERT LAWS * 

* BRO. DURWARD AYRE * 

Thank you for all 

your support !! 

                                  IN MEMORY OF 

                        * BRO. LEE ROY McGALLIARD 

                     By * MR. THOMAS YAMANAKA * 
  

IN MEMORY OF 

BRO. GEORGE HESSE 33˚ 

By * MR. & MRS.PHILIPE HAMMERNESS * 

 

IN MEMORY OF 

BRO. GEORGE HESSE 33˚ 

By * BARBARA J. DORR * 

 

      * IN LOVING MEMORY OF  

      * BRO. ROBERT SCHMIDT ♥ 

  By * MRS. MARILYN SCHMIDT  * ♥ 

 

IN MEMORY OF 

BRO. GEORGE HESSE 33˚ 

By * BARBARA J. DORR * 
 

IN MEMORY OF 

BRO. GEORGE HESSE 33˚ 

By * MR. & MRS.PHILIPE HAMMERNESS * 
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REGIONAL ORIENT MEMBERSHIP AMBASSADOR’S MESSAGE  

April 2012 
 

O ur broad system of ethics comes from the Masonic heart of goodness, forgiveness and kindness.  It is 
the science of humanity that we teach.  In the moral world, we have been sometimes taught that, upon 

this earth, sin is cursed; misery is the normal condition; he who gets any honey out of this life, steals it; the 
greater happiness of this life arises from disobedience and, if one has a troubled conscious and sleepless 
nights by reason of some great wrong he has done to his fellow man, repentance is to be found in tears and 
prayers, rather than restitution.  By contrast Masonic ethics teach us to believe, not only in prayer and repent-

ance, but also to regard restitution as the best evidence of repentance.  
 

Our ethical degrees direct us to intensify friendships and brotherhood between men by quieting disagree-
ments and constantly working towards the betterment of all.  We must bring happiness and generate good will 
in the lives of all with whom we come into contact.  We should induce the estranged to become amicable, 
teaching that living the power of laughter, brotherly love, relief and truth is to live a heavenly Masonic life.  
Making people smile and laugh is consistent with the gratitude, joy and cheer we receive in learning about and 

practicing our degrees.  
 

It is among the many responsibilities of those with a Masonic heart to produce growth by recruiting the worthy 
and well-qualified to become Masters of the Royal Secret.  The magnificent passkey we offer to these candi-

dates is the opportunity to know and understand the great central thought that inspired the universe, Man! 
 

Remember to go out to your Masonic Lodges and bring new members to our Scottish Rite. 
 

Durward C. Ayre 
Durward C. Ayre 32° KCCH 

Regional Orient Membership Ambassador for the Valleys of San Jose and Fresno 

The Personal Representative and The Venerable Master 

of the Valley of San Jose 
 

Invite all 

Scottish Rite Freemasons and Blue Lodge Freemasons To 
 

A Night of Scottish Rite Instruction on Tuesday, May 29, 2012 at 6:30 PM 
 

 Worshipful Jordan T. Yelinek PhD, 32˚  
     

            Master of Prometheus Lodge No. 85 and Northern California Research Lodge No.1003 

 

   Will Present a Talk On “The Influence of Freemasonry on Fraternalism in America ” 
 

Schedule of Events 

6:30 p.m. – 7:00 PM – Social Time  

       7:00 p.m. – 7:30 PM – Presentation of the Paper 

          7:30 p.m. – Festive Agape/Dinner    

 Cost $25.00              
 

Requested dress is white tie & tails, tux or dark suit & tie. Cap for SR Masons. 

NOTE: Reservations and payment are required no later than May 24th . 

Please call the SJ Scottish Rite @ 408-978-7483 to make your reservations. 

Reservations not canceled before May 24 , must be honored 
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“ Stated Meeting & Dinner ”  

 Tuesday, April  10th, 2012 

April Menu 
 

~Assorted Appetizers 
 

~ Smoked Ham with a Raisin Sauce 

~ Corn Souffle’ 

~ Scalloped Potatoes 

~ Caesar Salad 

~ Fresh Baked Rolls with butter 

~ 

* Please be sure to call for  
your reservations ! * 

 
 

$15.00 per person—With Reservations. 
 

$20.00 ~ Without! 
 

(Vegetarian Meal - Eggplant Parmesean) 
Upon request ONLY!! 

    Catered by -  

    “Que It Up” 

  Greg Donnellan 

(408)677-9175 

Please be sure to call or e-mail your  

reservations! We need to account for the number of 
people, with the  

caterer, 2-3 days in advance!  

Thank you!   

 Regards, Angela Athans 

angel66542@aol.com  (408) 978-7483 

 
 
 

 

When you are feeling stressed, remember:  Moses started out as a  

basket case, and the Lord made something of him anyway. 

* * * * * * * * * *  

They tell you that you will loose your mind when you get older.  What they don’t tell you is 

 that you won’t miss it very much.  -   

Malcolm Cowley 

* * * * * * * * * *  

A good laugh is like manure to a farmer  -  it doesn’t do any good  

unless you spread it around. 

* * * * * * * * * *  

Let me tell you the best thing about getting older!    -    

 As soon as I remember, …. you’ll be the first person I tell. 

* * * * * * * * * *  

When you can laugh at yourself, you’re never at a loss for humor. 

 

 From the Lighter Side ... 
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 Replace the ‘U’ with ‘YOU’ ! 

  Join with your Bothers at this Spring Reunion! 

   Support San Jose Membership by sponsoring a new member ! 
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Future Scottish Rite Events 
 
 

Thursday April 5th  -  Maundy Thursday 
 

Tuesday April 10th  -  Stated Meeting @ 6:00 PM 
Dinner @ 6:45 PM 

Beginning of Spring Reunion conferral of  
4th Degree following 

 

Friday April 13th ~ Dinner @ 6:00 PM followed by conferral of 9th/10th—and 12th Degrees 
Saturday April 14th ~ Breakfast @ 8:00 AM followed by Conferral of the 14th and 18th Degrees 

Lunch @ 12:30 PM followed by Conferral of the 29th and 30th Degrees 
 

Friday May 4th ~ Dinner @ 6:00 PM followed by conferral of the 32nd Degree 
 

Tuesday May 8th ~ Stated Meeting @ 6:00 PM 
Dinner @ 6:45 PM 

HAPPY EASTER TO ALL ! 


