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B rethren,

Happy Holidays! | hope you are enjoying the many holidays

that are celebrated during December. Here are just a few.....

Ramadan (Muslim) Christmas Day (Christian)

Eid al-Fitr (Muslim) Three Kings Day/Epiphany (Christi
Saint Nicholas Day (Christian) Boxing Day (Australian, Canadian, English, Irish)
Eid'ul-Adha (Muslim) Kwanzaa (African American)
Fiesta of Our Lady of Guadalupe (Mexican) Omisoka (Japanese)

St. Lucia Day (Swedish) Yule (Pagan)

Hanukkah (Jewish) Saturnalia (Pagan)

We learn in the Scottish Rite degrees to accept the many different cultures and religions as
equal entities. Through these teachings we expand our understanding and help to unite for the
betterment of all humanity. So say "Merry Christmas", “Chag Urim Sameach!”,

"Habari gani?", and "Ramadan Mubarak" as you see fit!

Be sure to sign up for the Night of Instruction on December 6, 2016.
The topics, fellowship, and meals are always excellent.

Tom Bergevin
Venerable Master

A SAN JOSE SCOTTISH RITE PUBLICATION

HOME OF THE ANCIENT e ACCEFTED SCOTTISHRITEBODIES
OF THEVALLEY OF SANJOSE
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This year's Clinic "Christmas Party” is being moved
to a "Clinic New Year Party"l
With the hectic holiday havoc, we have decided that it would
be better to do the Party after things calm down.
A date will be determined and announced in the Rite Word and Notices in the
Clinic.. Please excuse our late notice. We will see you next yearlll
Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays & The Best for your New Year !

From the Wise Master

erry Christmas! 2016 is coming to a close, but not
before the most wonderful time of the year. There is
more to December than falling temperatures and pumpkin spiced everything. This is my favorite
time of the year, that family, charity, and spending time with my brothers is filled with. Let's not
forget the Scottish Rite
Holiday party for our Rite Care children, which will be held in January this year. I hope that most
of us can stop by even for a brief moment to see all the joy on the children's faces, and the

good works we do.

We will start to notice a change in our days shortly. Dec 21st marks the winter solstice, and the shift from the longest
day of darkness to lengthier days of light. This shift is important for many reasons, but for myself it is that I don't live
in Alaska. On the 21st Alaska is in total darkness. The tracking of earths sun dates back to Stonehenge in England,
Machu Picchu in Peru, and before, always playing major roles in our world.

The Chapter of Rose Croix had a successful, and fun time at the Stanford football game recently. If you were not
there to enjoy, you missed out on some killer burgers, hot dogs, tri-tip, and some quality time with our Brothers.

Fraternally,
BRANDON HEATH DUENAS
WISE MASTER

We, the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation( TIN 94-2541623), hereby
certify that all funds received on the behalf of the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation,
The Children’s Language Disorders Clinic, and/or the San Jose Scottish Rite
Scholarship funds are used for charitable purposes only and the donor receives no goods
or services in return for their donation.*
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San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies
Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry

2016 ~ Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master Bro. Tom Bergevin, 32°
Senior Warden Bro. Martin Maxey, 32°
Junior Warden Bro. Randy Downey, 32° KCCH

Master of Ceremonies Bro. Gregg A. Hall, 32° KCCH
Captain of the Host Bro. Wolfgang Lochner, 32° KCCH
2016 ~ Chapter of Rose Croix
Wise Master Bro. Brandon Duenas, 32°
Senior Warden Bro. Ion Vasilescu, 32°
Junior Warden Bro. Charles Cowden, 32° KCCH

Master of Ceremonies

Bro. Kerem Kapkin, 32°

Guardian of the Temple Bro. Laurentiu Murgu, 32°
2016~ Council of Kadosh
Commander I1l. Roger Bibb, 33°
1st Lt Commander Bro. Richard Bartlett, 32°
2nd Lt Commander Bro. Cordell Bleiler, 32° KCCH
Marshal of Ceremonies Bro. Charles Colman, 32°
Lt of the Guard Bro. Bill Mattson, 32°
2016 San Jose Consistory
Master of Kadosh Bro. JR McGovert, 32°
Prior Bro. Mark Burger, 32°
Preceptor Bro. TJ Jackson, 32°
Marshal of Ceremonies Bro. Oscar James, 32°
Captain of the Guard Bro. Kevin Griffith, 32°
2016~ General Officers
Personal Representative I1l. Kenneth G. Nagel, 33°
Asst. to the Personal Rep. Bro. H. Bud Ramsey, 32° KCCH
General Secretary Bro. Henry A. Vlcek, 32°
Treasurer Bro. Carey Atwood, 32°
Prelate Bro. Mike Sloan, 32°
Almoner Bro. Jerry Best, 32° KCCH
Orator/Librarian Bro. David Kimball 32° KCCH
Tiler Bro. Tom Tefft, 32°
Club Liaison I1l. Roger Bibb, 33°
Director of Ceremonies Bro. Charles Cowden, 32° KCCH

Assist. Director of Ceremonies

Organist
Chief Knight KSA

Bro. Joseph DaSilva, 32° KCCH

Bro. Richard Timmins 32° KCCH
Bro. TJ Jackson 32°

408-985-5996
831-402-4903
408-674-8341
408 -656-2459
408-505-1822

408-763-7696
408-371-7172
831-685-3416
831-334-4041
408-755-0079

408-371-0470
831-331-3342
650-948-1400
408-972-5101
408-771-1872

408-258-3700
831-373-1094
408-230-60838
408-644-1023
408-259-6965

510-468-9864
408-838-3730
408-757-1774
408-832-1867
408-365-8266
408-712-5370
408-836-6792
408-229-9460
408-371-0470
831-685-3416
831-635-9749
408-899-2047
408-230-60838

I1l. Ronald A. Seale, 33°
Sovereign Grand Commander
Supreme Council A.A.S.R.
Washington, D.C.

I1l. Frank Loui, 33° P.G.M.
Sovereign Grand Inspector
General in California,
Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite
Southern Jurisdiction, U.S.A.

Directors of the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation

President IIL. Kenneth G. Nagel, 33°
Secretary Bro. Henry A. Vlcek, 32°
Treasurer Bro. Carey Atwood, 32°

Director (exp 9/30/2019)
Director (exp 9/30/2019)
Director (exp 9/30/2017)
Director (exp 9/30/2017)
Director (exp 9/30/2018)
Director (exp 9/30/2018)

Venerable Master

Bro. Garrett Burrow, 32°
Bro. Jerry Best, 32° KCCH
Bro. Gregg A. Hall, 32° KCCH

Bro. Wolfgang Lochner, 32° KCCH

Bro. Wayne Rose, 32°
Bro. Tom Bergevin, 32°

Bro. Tom Bergevin, 32°

Wise Master Bro. Brandon Duenas, 32°
Commander III. Roger Bibb, 33°
Master of Kadosh Bro. JR McGovert, 32°

Asst. to the Personal Rep.

Bro. H. Bud Ramsey, 32° KCCH

510-468-9864
408-757-1774

408-832-1867
408-891-6746
408-712-5370
408 -656-2459
408-505-1822
408-266-4184
408-985-5996
408-985-5996
408-763-7696
408-371-0470
408-258-3700
408-838-3730

he Bodies of the Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Rite, sitting
in the Valley of San Jose, in the
Orient of California, acknowledge
and yield all allegiance to the
Supreme Council (Mother Council
of the World) of the Inspectors
General, Knights
Commander of the House of the
Temple of Solomon of the Thirty
Third Degree of the Ancient and
Accepted Scottish Rite of
freemasonry for the Southern
Jurisdiction of the
United States of America.
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K+€ Care an From the Clinic

Scottish Rite e N

Childhood Language Center )

smile. She is attending speech therapy once a week for 45-minutes sessions

secondary to a diagnosis of general anxiety disorder which impacts her social skills and speech devel-
opment. Solana has made great progress with her speech therapy! She has already met five of her articulation and
social skill goals!! She is currently working on producing her “sh” sound in all word positions, producing age ap-
propriate sentence length when picture describing / duting conversation, drawing herself in social situations to

[P

visualize herself speaking in new contexts, and producing “is” and “are” appropriately in her \conversation.

S olana is a beautiful five-year-old girl who loves to make her clinician laugh and

Solana’s parents found out about our clinic while searching for speech and language services online. Before
attending therapy at our clinic, her father noted that Solana, “Had trouble pronouncing many sounds and exhibit-
ed immense anxiety when speaking. She never engaged in any spontaneous conversations with people and had dif-
ficulty articulating her needs. Due to her lack of speech, she was unable to establish relationships with her peers
and felt marginalized at school.”

Solana’s father reported that since treatment began she, “Is more confident about her speech and has
learned to express herself in a more meaningful manner. As a result, she now partakes in class activities and has
even made a few good friends at school! She used to throw intense tantrums several times a day because she could
not articulate her needs and feelings. The frequency and intensity of her tantrums were a source of great stress and
discord for our family. Since commencing treatment at the Scottish Rite Clinic in San Jose, Solana is now able to
peacefully express herself and family relationships are much more harmonious. The most rewarding part about
Solana receiving speech and language therapy at this clinic is being able to watch her thrive and blossom into the
person that she truly is! Ms. Jenna is highly professional and extremely dedicated to helping the kids at the clinic.
Weekly sessions with Ms. Jenna are a treat to Solana. The clinic has helped Solona’s speech tremendously and
provided much support to our family. I would absolutely “share the wealth” with other families that are going
through the same thing. The journey to help Solana’s speech and language has been both frustrating and isolating.
Solana was rejected by service providers again and again. The frustration, hopelessness, and isolation that I was
feeling started dissipating the day Ms. Jenna called me to tell me there is a spot for my daughter at the clinic. Sola-
na has grown leaps and bounds since she started receiving services at the clinic. Words simply cannot express our
gratitude for Ms. Jenna and the San Jose Scottish Rite Clinic!

A
ValeY
NG L)
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Business Card - $20 per month / $200 per year
1/4 Page - $40 per month / $400 per year
1/2 Page - $80 per month / $800 per year

Full Page - $160 per month / $1600 per year

Would you like to advertise your Business?
Contact your Scottish Rite:

Hank Vicek - 408-978-7483

ADVERTISING

YOUR
BUSINESS CARD
HERE !!!!
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VALIANT PRIVATE SECURITY

"Superior Security =]
for any event of property.

Itis our fionor and

pleasure fo profect T
e San Jose Scottish Rite Center.

ENJoYy A VIBRANT MASONIC
RETIREMENT AT AcAciA CREEK

Our mission is to enrich the independence, well-being, and security

of our residents through exceptional amenities, services and care.

(877) 902-7555 | ACACIACREEK.ORG | 34400 MISSION BLVD, UNION CITY, CA, 94587

ACACIA CREEK

IMAGINE LIVING THE DREAM
—
@é, RFCE# 015601302
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439 Dardanelli Lane
Los Gatos, CA. 95032

408-656-5572
Calls /visitors Welcome!

Franklin Wong
Leo B. Mark

Westgate Villa, Room 29

5425 Mayme Avenue, San Jose 408-838-4764 Cell

Called from Labor...

Please remember to notify Bro. Henry Ames, 32°
us when a fellow January 6th, 2012
Brother isill, in need, or

Bro. Jesse Kanarek, 32°
has passed to the other shore. J 2

We are not always contacted in a Augu 3t 4th’ 2014
timely manner. Bro. Fred Shirey, 32°
Scottish Rite is here to assist! November ZGth, 2016
Please feel free to call
anytime! (408)978-7483 TR ) j
[ C )
Ny ‘3\,\1)/

The information found in this article is taken from the Scottish Rite Ritual Monitor and Guide)

The San Jose Council of Kadosh is the Body responsible for the
19th through the 30th Scottish Rite Degrees, known as the “Philosophical and
Chivalric Degrees.” The information below is a synopsis of the 29th Degree—
“SCOTTISH RITE KNIGHT of SAINT ANDREW?”

“Death before Dishonor”

Here, in the Second of the Chivalric Degrees, you learn anew the value of
Humility, Patience and Self Denial. The necessity of a probationary period al-
ludes to the time required for new knowledge to be analyzed and processed, and its applica-
tion in daily life discovered.

The idea is put forth, as was believed in the time of the great Chivalric Orders, that illumina-
tion could be achieved by Knightly and Heroic Virtue. Therefore, you are once again com-
mended to Humility, Patience, Self-Denial, Charity, Clemency, Generosity, Virtue, Truth and
Honor.

You are given a brief introduction into the origin of some of the Orders of Masonic
Knighthood, departing with the knowledge that no true Mason ever despairs of the final

victory of Truth over error. “ig8,
ROGER BIBB ‘¢ S ,
COMMANDER, SAN JOSE COUNCIL OF KADOSH o As4AL
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Menu
Tuesday, Dec.13th, 2016

Assorted Appetizers
Be sure to make Chicken Sherry
your reservations!!! Boneless Breast of Chicken in a Sherry Cream Sauce
408-978-7483 Rice Pilaf
Or Mixed Vegetables
- Caesar Salad
Email Angela Fresh Baked Rolls with butter
adathans@gmail.com Vegetarian Entrée
Or (must be requested)
Text or call mel..
t
408-561-0129 Desserts
$15.00 Per Person
Sophie Antes Birk
Sep. 9, 1908- Nov. 11, 2016
Resident of San Jose

A resident of Willow Glen for 77 years.
Sophie was born at the Hayes Mansion to
Frank and Mary Antes. She attended the old
Franklin School, graduated from Motre Dame
High School and then attended Heald's
Business College. Shortly thereafter, she

v
began her career with the telephone sophie Birk’ one scoﬂish Ritels

company. In 1934 she married Gerald Birk

and together they raised their two children, 8weethearts Will be

Marcelyn and Ronald. Sophie belonged to

many groups, both social and philanthropic, O
but was most proud of being the oldest

member of the Pioneers of At&T. During her
lifetime Sophie made many friends of all ages
through bridge, bowling and travel. She
outlived mast of them, but had many
escapades to remember. In addition to her
son and daughter, Sophie leaves behind four
grandchildren: Stephen, Darren and
Stephanie Carroll and Gerald Birk and two
great grandchildren Chase and Ellie Birk.
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( : reetings Brethren,

Trust me, you are not alone. Like many of you, I have been experiencing a little bit of
"unrest" these past few weeks. To say I was surprised by the outcome of the election would be
an understatement. The shock, however, did not come from seeing one side win and the other
lose. That's politics. For me, it is what the result suggests-that fear and separation have once
again bested unity and equality.

As a school teacher, I wear many different hats and have many different types of students.
Sometimes I go to work and I am a teacher. Other times I am a counselor, therapist, paramedic,
security guard, case manager, janitor, and father figure. Sometimes I can even be all these
things at once. I have students of color, students of different faiths, students who are LGBT, students who are im-
migrants, students with disabilities, and many others who interpret this outcome as a direct threat to them, their
families and the people they care bout. The threats (whether real or imagined, true or exaggerated) have negatively
impacted their learning and well-being.

For many of my students, teachers are among the few adults in their lives that are clear examples of stability, mod-
els of inclusive behavior, and leaders of balanced thought. If we react with hatred, fear, and hyperbole, we under-
mine their safety. If we react with love, determination to fight for social justice, and a stalwart conviction to stay
the good course we are on, we create a safe place in what many of them will see as an unsafe world.

What I ask of you today, as Masons, is no different than what is expected of me as an educator, and that is that you
keep to your values. Speak of the importance of embracing diversity as a benefit to us all. Value differences of
background and differences of opinion. Educate the public about facts and allow them to explore theories, helping
them to recognize the difference between the two. Never, ever allow hate speech to go unaddressed and continue
always to conduct yourselves in a manner becoming of a Scottish Rite Mason. That said, I leave you with these
fitting words from our former Sovereign Grand Commander, Albert Pike:

"Politicians, in a free State, are generally hollow, heartless, and selfish. Their own aggrandizement is the end of
their patriotism; and they always look with secret satisfaction on the disappointment or fall of one whose loftier ge-
nius and superior talents over-shadow their own self-importance, or whose integrity and incorruptible honor are in
the way of their selfish ends. The influence of the small aspirants is always against the great man. His accession to
power may be almost for a lifetime. One of themselves will be more easily displaced, and each hopes to succeed
him; and so it at length comes to pass that men impudently aspire to and actually win the highest stations, who are
unfit for the lowest clerkships; and incapacity and mediocrity become the surest passports to office...

It is lamentable to see a country split into factions, each following this or that great or brazen-fronted leader with a
blind, unreasoning, unquestioning hero-worship; it is contemptible to see it divided into parties, whose sole end is
the spoils of victory, and their chiefs the low, the base, the venal and the small. Such a country is in the last stages
of decay, and near its end, no matter how prosperous it may seem to be. It wrangles over the volcano and the earth-
quake. But it is certain that no government can be conducted by the men of the people, and for the people, without a
rigid adherence to those principles which our reason commends as fixed and sound. These must be the tests of par-
ties, men, and measures. Once determined, they must be inexorable in their application, and all must either come up
to the standard or declare against it. Men may betray: principles never can. Oppression is one invariable conse-
quence of misplaced confidence in treacherous man, it is never the result of the working or application of a sound,
just, well-tried principle. Compromises which bring fundamental principles into doubt, in order to unite in one par-
ty men of antagonistic creeds, are frauds, and end in ruin, the just and natural consequence of fraud. Whenever you
have settled upon your theory and creed, sanction no departure from it in practice, on any ground of expediency. It
is the Master's word."

JR McGOVERT
Master of Kadosh
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2016 The Personal Representative and
HONOR ROLL The Venerable Master of theValley of San Jose
= — Invite all Scottish Rite Freemasons and
ILL. George Allen 33° all other Freemasons to
A Night of Scottish Rite Instruction
ILL. Durward Ayre 33° Tuesday, December 6, 2016
Bro. Rick Bartlett 32° 6:30 PM ¢to 9:00PM
o Worshipful Christopher R. Willingham

Bro. Robert Beeson 32 Master of Paideia Lodge No. 852
Bro. Bennie Cooper 32° 32" Degree Valley of San Jose

Bro. David Elgart 32° Will Present His Paper

. “Purpose, Virtue, and the Masonic Path”

Bro. Robert Laws 32 Schedule of Events

ILL. Richard Meyers 33° 6:30 PM - Social Gathering
o 7:00 PM - Presentation by Brother Willingham
Bro. Hank Vicek 32 7:30 PM - Festive Agape/Dinner Cost $25.00
Bring a Blue Lodge Guest
Requested dress is white tie & tails, tux, kilt or
| | dark suit & tie with SR Cap
(@, © NOTE: Reservations are required

112 0 17"
Honor Roll Board

Bro. Wallace Currey 32°

Make your contribution to the
San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies
and have your

name included on the “Honor Roll”.

Your annual gift of $100.00 or more

will help the San Jose
Lodge of Perfection,

Chapter Rose Croix, Council of Kadosh

and Consistory reach the level

necessary to provide quality events

for our future success.

Send your annual gift
Of $100.00 to Scottish Rite
and have your name on

The “2017”Honor Roll

Please call the S} Scottish Rite @ 408-978-7483

or visit the office to make your reservations.
Payment must accompany reservation. Reservations

not cancelled by December 5, must be honored.
Cash, personal check or credit card

From the Secretary’s Desk.....

Happiest Iiay to All
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The Personal Representative for the

San Jose Scottish Rite

invites all Masons, and their families and friends, to

New Orleans
September 16-23,2017

oin Ken and Kathy Nagel, along with the officers and member of the San Jose Scottish
Rite Bodies, as we explore the sights and sounds of New Orleans. Stroll the world

famous French Quarter, enjoy the beautiful plantations, take in the incredible jazz and Zy-
deco music, be amazed at the variety of life on a swamp tour, cruise along on a jazz/dinner cruise aboard the

steamboat Natchez, and enjoy some of the most incredible food anywhere on the planet. We want you with us.

Your 7-day journey includes all of the following:

7 nights accommodations at a first-class hotel
in the heart of the French Quarter
Hosted “Welcome” cocktail party with food

. Bourbon| Full breakfast daily
O 3 Dinners
2 Lunches

Plantation and Swamp Tours
City and French Quarter Tours
See the National WW Il Museum
Visit Avery Island, home of Mcllhenny Company
(The Makers of Tabasco)
Dinner cruise on the Steamboat Natchez
Airport - Hotel Transfers

Hop-on/Hop-Off Bus tickets
Much, much more

Package Price (land only)

$1,939.” per person

Price based on double occupancy. Single Price: $2,709.00. Airfare is not included in package price. Air arrangements may be
made through Star & Compass Travel, or on your own. Additional costs include airfare, travel insurance (highly recommend-

ed), meals not noted in itinerary, tour guide gratuities, personal purchases.

A deposit of $250.00 per person guarantees you a spot on this fabulous

trip. We expect the trip to sell out, so get your reservation in.
So join us in “The Big Easy”.

STAR & COMPASS Randy Downey Phone: (408) 674-8341
TRAVEL 1084 Windsor St., San Jose, CA 95129

s Group Travel for the Masonic Family
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_Join with your Prothers at the next Keunion!
Spring 2017 — April 21-22, 28-29,May 2
Support San Jose Mcmbcrship

by sPonsoring a new member!

APPIication can be downloaded from our website.

www.sarjoscscottishritc,org

PROPOSITION/PETITION
ORIENT OF SAN JOSE
ANCIENT AND ACCEPTED SCOTTISH RITE BODIES
OfTice of the Secretary (408) 978-7483
2455 Masonic Drive — PO Box 18220, San Jose, CA. 95158-8220

Fee: $150.00 (must accompany this petition)
(Please print or type)

Full Name:

Address: - e
City: : State:  Zip: -
Phone: e-Mail address: -
Mailing Address (If different from above):

Date of Birth: _______Place of Birth :

Present Blue Lodge: Approx. Date Raised:

[.ocation:

Name of Spouse:

Occupation (If retired, previous occupation):

Name of Business:

Address:

Phone:

FHave you ever petitioned for any of the Scottish Rite Degrees?:

I believe in the inculcation of patriotism, respect for law and order and undying loyalty to

the principles of civil and religious liberty, the entire separation of church and state as set

forth in the Constitution of the United States of America. Wholeheartedly believing in the
foregoing, I respectfully apply for membership with San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies.

Signature: Date:

Recommended by:

N




SAN JOSE SCOTTISH RITE BODIES
OF THEVALLEY OF SANJOSE

Periodicals
Postage

PO Box 18220
San Jose, CA 95158-8220 PAID

Phone: 408-978-7483
e-mail: mail@sanjosescottishrite.org

Future Scottish Rite and Masonic Events

Tuesday, Dec 6th ~ “A Night of Scottish Rite Instruction” Guest Speaker—Wors Christopher Willingham
6: 30pm - Social Hour ~ 7pm - Presentation ~ 7:30pm - Festive Agape Dinner Cost—$25 ~ Attire—Tux or dark suit
Tuesday, Dec 13th ~ Stated Meeting @ 6:00pm
6: 30pm - Social Hour ~ 7:00pm - Dinner ~ Program - 25/50 Year Pin Presentations
Tuesday, Jan 10th ~ Stated Meeting @ 6:00pm

é: 30pm - Social Hour ~ 7:00pm - Dinner ~ Program - Honor 2016 Masters
Thursday, Jan 19th ~ Monthly OAM Meeting hosted by Liberty Lodge #299
6:30pm - Dinner ~ 7:30pm - School of Instruction -

Tuesday, Jan 24th ~ Monthly All Officer Council Meeting @ 7:00pm
Tuesday, Jan 31st ~ Installation of 2017 Scottish Rite Officers @ 7:00pm
Practice ~ 6:00pm Installation ~ 7: 00pm Refreshments afierwards
Tuesday, Feb 14th ~ Stated Meeting @ 6:00pm

6: 30pm - Social Hour ~ 7:00pm - Dinner ~ Program -

“The Rite Word (USPS #3043) is published monthly by the San Jose Scottish Rite at 2455 Masonic Dr., San Jose, CA 95125.
Periodicals Postage Paid at San Jose, CA. 95125
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Rite Word, PO Box 18220, San Jose CA 95158.”




