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I  hope everyone had an enjoyable Easter.  Easter is a time of reflection and celebra-

tion.  We reflect on those dear to us and remember the impact on our lives.  Maundy 

Thursday is celebrated as the day the of the Last Supper.  We use this as a day of remem-

brance in Scottish Rite.  It is the only time the Chapter of Rose Croix is actually closed.  

As promised, the Masters of the respective lines have met with the Personal Representative 

and  have set our expectations for the upcoming year.  We will continue to focus on enrich-

ing the member experience.  This includes many social and educational opportunities to enhance your relation-

ships and improve your knowledge in Scottish Rite Masonry. 

I will be meeting with the officers for the Lodge of Perfection to ensure we are all in synch with the expectations 

for this year and solicit their input on events that can be scheduled this year.  If you have any events that you 

would like to have, please let one of the many officers know. 

Tom Bergevin 
Venerable Master

From the Venerable Master 

 

 

As most of you are probably aware by now, we will be having just ONE Reunion in 2016. The dates are: June 17-18, 25 

and 29: The schedule is as follows: 

Jun 17: 4th—7th Degrees    Jun 18: 8th—18th Degrees Jun 25:19th—30th Degrees June 29: 31st—32nd Degrees 

Since this will probably be our LAST Reunion in this building, we want to make sure that it is one to be long remembered! 

We are planning to confer THIRTEEEN of the Degrees, and our Degree Teams are already hard at work on their Ritual. 

BUT!! - What is a Reunion without Candidates? And—what is a “Re-YOU-nion” without Brothers there to support the 

Candidates and participate in & relive their own Reunions? Each of you know of at least one deserving Master Mason who 

would greatly enjoy and benefit from our Degrees—the same as YOU DID!! Talk to them about Scottish Rite Masonry, 

give them a petition (there’s one on the back page!) and offer to be their top line signer. Then come and sit with them as 

they experience the lore, drama, lessons and truths of our Degrees. Let’s make this the BIGGEST CLASS we’ve ever had 

in this building. Only YOU can make it happen. Go - spread the word throughout the land. And - they will come……..  
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We, the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation 
(TIN 94-2541623), hereby  

certify that all funds received on the  
behalf of the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation,  

The Children’s Language  Disorders 
 Clinic, and/or the San Jose Scottish Rite  
Scholarship funds are used for charitable  

purposes only and the donor receives no goods  
or services in return  for their donation.* 

“2016” Honor Roll Board 

   Make your contribution to the San Jose  
Scottish Rite Bodies  and have your  
name included on the “Honor Roll”.   

Your annual gift of $100.00 or more  
will help the San Jose Lodge of  Perfection,  

Chapter Rose Croix, Council of Kadosh  
and Consistory reach the level  

necessary to provide quality events  
for our future success.   

 

 

Send your annual gift 
Of  $100.00 to  
Scottish Rite  

and get your name on  
  The “2016” 
 Honor Roll 

 

2016 

HONOR ROLL 

 

ILL. George Allen 33˚ 

ILL. Durward Ayre 33˚ 

Bro. Rick Bartlett 32˚ 

Bro. Robert Beeson 32˚ 

Bro. Bennie Cooper 32˚ 

Bro. David Elgart 

Bro. Robert Laws 32˚ 

ILL. Richard Meyers 33˚ 

Bro. Hank Vlcek  32˚ 
 Many thanks to all who  

     have  donated ! 

 It is greatly appreciated!!! 



Ill. Frank Loui, 33° P.G.M.   

Sovereign Grand Inspector  

General in California,  

 Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite 

  Southern Jurisdiction, U.S.A. 

Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33° 
Sovereign Grand Commander 

 Supreme Council  A.A.S.R.   

Washington, D.C. 

2016 - Lodge of Perfection 

Venerable Master Bro. Tom Bergevin, 32° 408-985-5996 

Senior Warden Bro. Martin Maxey, 32° 831-402-4903 

Junior Warden Bro. Randy Downey, 32° KCCH 408-674-8341 

Master of Ceremonies Bro. Gregg A. Hall, 32° KCCH 408 -656-2459 

Captain of the Host Bro. Wolfgang Lochner, 32° KCCH 408-505-1822 

      2016 - Chapter of Rose Croix 

Wise Master Bro. Brandon Duenas, 32° 408-763-7696 

Senior Warden Bro. Ion Vasilescu, 32° 408-371-7172 

Junior Warden Bro. Charles Cowden, 32° KCCH 831-685-3416 

Master of Ceremonies Bro. Kerem Kapkin, 32°  831-334-4041 

Guardian of the Temple Bro. Laurentiu Murgu, 32°  408-755-0079 

2016- Council of Kadosh 

Commander Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

1st Lt Commander Bro. Richard Bartlett, 32° 831-331-3342 

2nd Lt Commander Bro. Cordell Bleiler, 32° KCCH 650-948-1400 

Marshal of Ceremonies Bro. Charles Colman, 32° 408-972-5101 

Lt of the Guard Bro. Bill Mattson, 32° 408-771-1872 

2016 San Jose Consistory 

Master of Kadosh Bro. JR McGovert, 32° 408-258-3700 

Prior Bro. Mark Burger, 32° 831-373-1094 

Preceptor Bro. TJ Jackson, 32° 408-230-6088 

Marshal of Ceremonies Bro. Oscar James, 32° 408-644-1023 

Captain of the Guard Bro. Kevin Griffith, 32° 408-259-6965 

2016- General Officers 

Personal Representative Ill. Kenneth G. Nagel, 33° 510-468-9864 

Assist. to the Personal Representative Ill. Richard A. Meyers,  33°  408-264-0277 

General Secretary Bro. Henry A. Vlcek, 32° 408-757-1774 

Treasurer Bro. Carey Atwood, 32° 408-832-1867 

Prelate Bro. Mike Sloan, 32° 408-365-8266 

Almoner Bro. Jerry Best, 32° KCCH 408-712-5370 

Orator/Librarian Bro. David Kimball 32° KCCH 408-836-6792 

Tiler Bro. Tom  Tefft, 32º 408-229-9460 

Club Liaison Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

Director of Ceremonies Bro. Charles Cowden, 32° KCCH 831-685-3416 

Assist. Director of Ceremonies Bro. Joseph DaSilva, 32° KCCH 831-635-9749 

Organist Bro. Richard Timmins  32° KCCH 408-899-2047 

Chief Knight KSA Bro. TJ Jackson  32°  408-230-6088 

San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies 

Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry 

Directors of the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation 

President Ill. Kenneth G. Nagel, 33° 510-468-9864 

Secretary Bro. Henry A. Vlcek, 32° 408-757-1774 

Treasurer Bro. Carey Atwood, 32° 408-832-1867 

Director (exp 9/30/2016) Ill. Richard Fisher,  33° 408-779-4088 

Director (exp 9/30/2016) Bro. Jerry Best, 32° KCCH 408-712-5370 

Director (exp 9/30/2017) Bro. Gregg A. Hall, 32° KCCH 408 -656-2459 

Director (exp 9/30/2017) Bro. Wolfgang Lochner, 32° KCCH 408-505-1822 

Director (exp 9/30/2018) Bro. Wayne Rose, 32° 408-266-4184 

Director (exp 9/30/2018) Bro. H. Bud Ramsey, 32° KCCH 408-838-3730 

Venerable Master Bro. Tom Bergevin, 32° 408-985-5996 

Wise Master Bro. Brandon Duenas, 32° 408-763-7696 

Commander Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

Master of Kadosh Bro. JR McGovert, 32° 408-258-3700 

Assist. To the Personal Representative Ill. Richard A. Meyers,  33°  408-264-0277 
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T he Bodies of the Ancient and  

Accepted Scottish Rite, sitting in 

the Valley of San Jose, in the Orient 

of California, acknowledge and yield 

all allegiance to the Supreme Council 

(Mother Council of the World) of the 

Inspectors General, Knights  

Commander of the House of the Tem-

ple of Solomon of the Thirty Third 

Degree of the Ancient and  

Accepted Scottish Rite of freemasonry 

for the Southern Jurisdiction of the 

United States of America. 
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5 of  our newest Brothers receive their Patents from Ill. Ken Nagel at the March Meeting 
 

 

 

 

 

 
J ulie is a sweet six year old girl who has been seen at our clinic seondary to a mild articulation delay. Julie’s 

mother heard about the clinic through a friend. When she first brought Julie to our clinic she reported that Ju-
lie’s friends were having a hard time understanding her. Julie’s mom observed that Julie “dropped a lot of syllables 
in conversation”, which she said made it hard for Julie to make friends.  

Julie was evaluated at our clinic and was found to have a mild articulation disorder. However, her receptive and ex-
pressive language skills were within the average range or even in the above average range. Thus, therapy focused 
on improving the sounds missing in her phonemic repertoire, which included /l, sh, th/and /r/. Since therapy started 
Julie’s mom has observed that “She is more aware of her own speech and [can] apply new skills to make words 
more clear.” Julie has met all of her articulation goals except for /r/ and /th/, but she is well on her way to meeting 
her goals for these sounds too in the next few months!  

Often kids can feel bad about their speech when others don’t understand them. While we may not always hear chil-
dren with speech and language issues state their feelings about their speech, we can observe their feelings in their 
actions and interactions with others. Julie’s mom stated that since therapy started “She smiles more and is more 
confident with herself. She talks more. We have less miscommunication at home.”   

Julie’s parents are so grateful for the services she has received at our clinic: “We definitely will tell other parents 
about this clinic. We are so thankful for the previous parent who shared this information. We were not sure where 
to turn... There was no way for us to pay for this kind of service ourselves. And the teacher here is so phenomenal. I 
see a big improvement in my daughter’s speech in just a few months as we were struggling with the same things for 
the previous two years. Thank you for blessing us with this service.” 

From the Clinic 
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Business Card -  $20  per month / $200 per year 
 

 1/4 Page - $40 per month / $400 per year 
 

  1/2 Page - $80 per month / $800 per year 
 

      Full Page - $160 per month / $1600 per year 

Would you like to advertise your Business? 

Contact your Scottish Rite:   

Hank Vlcek - 408-978-7483 
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Raymond Ruhland 
5068 Trenary Way, 

San Jose, CA. 95118-2626 

408-267-5569 

Visitors most  
welcome! 

Franklin Wong 
439 Dardanelli Lane 

Los Gatos, CA. 95032 

408-656-5572 

Calls/visitors 

Welcome! 

Jack Harris 
1066 Camino Ramon 

San Jose, CA. 95125 

408-314-6124 

Calls/visitors 

Welcome! 

THE RITE WORD 

Please remember those brothers that are shut in. A friendly call or note from a fellow brother would  be  

a warm and appreciated  gesture. Though, they cannot  always be present  , they are certainly not  

out of mind. We wish them all the best. God Bless. 

Please remember to notify us when a fellow  

Brother is ill,  

in need, or has passed to the other shore.  

We are not always contacted in a timely manner.  

Scottish Rite is here to assist!   

  Please feel free to call anytime!   

(408) 978-7483 

 

“Called from Labor:  

Bro. Buster Moore 32°         

unknown 

Bro. Silvester Acosta 32° 

November 27, 2014 

     Friendship Lodge # 210 is proud to present 

        The 2016 Annual Pizza and Magic Show 

               Featuring the Mystifying Illusions of…. 

                   “HANK THE MAGICIAN” 

        April 14th 6:30pm  

SJ Masonic Center, 2500 Masonic Dr. San Jose 

  Adults and children are FREE    

 Masonic youth groups are FREE  

  However, RSVP is mandatory so we know           

how many people and mouths to plan for.              

Pizza at 6:30  Family Themed Show 7:30 

Contact : Helmuth Litfin 408-421-9381 or 

Helmuth.litfin@gmail.com 

Thank You to San Jose #10,Willow Glen #399 

and Golden Rule #479 for their support 
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G 
reetings, and hope you all are well. I would like to thank all who attended the Maunday 
Thursday Service of Remembrance and Renewal this past March. I would like to give a 
special thanks to Ill. Richard Fisher, and Angela Athans for their tireless efforts in 

making the evening run so smooth. Another thank you is needed for the cast, and the job well 
done by all.  

 
With Easter having just past, this means Passover is not far out. Passover is from the 15th through the 22nd 
of Nissan (a month on the Hebrew calendar). We all know the story, and it will not all fit into this months ar-
ticle. If you wand a rich history lesson, Ill. Doornbos has a wealth of knowledge on this topic. This month is 
an opportune time to reflect on this subject, the allegory, and impact it had. 
 
All of the bodies at the Scottish Rite have phenomenal functions they are planning, and I implore you to at-
tend them for they are nothing but good times with good friends. The first of the two that the Chapter Rose 
Croix will be holding, will be attending a college football game (pending we can get proper pricing). We will 
announce the dates when we solidify them.  
 
I hope to see you all at the next Stated Meeting. 
 

Brandon Duenas, Wise Master 

From the Wise Master 

Tuesday, April 12th, 2016 

Assorted Appetizers 

~Boneless Chicken Breasts with 
Sautéed mushrooms & artichoke hearts  

in a white wine cream sauce~ 
~ Mashed Potatoes~ 

~ Special Vegetables ~  
~Caesar Salad~  

~Dinner rolls and butter~ 
Dessert 

$15.00   per person 

 Reservations Required!!!   
Vegetarian Entrée must be requested in advance ! 

 

Be sure to  

make your   

reservations!!! 

# 408-978-7483  

or Email Angela ! 
adathans@gmail.com 

or Call 

Angela  

(408)561-0129 

Master Craftsman Program 

W e will try once again to get the Master Craftsman Study Group going.  We are going to be going though the Master 
Craftsman Philosophy with Morals and Dogma.  This is actually the 3rd installment of the program, but you can work 

on it along with the group regardless of having completed the others.  This group is open to any  
Master Mason as Morals and Dogma is a publicly available book.  So, if you know someone at your lodge  

that may be interested — have them come down. 

We will meet on the Third Tuesday of the Month at 7pm.  

Please contact Gregg Hall at: 408-656-2459 or greggahall@gmail.com       
if you are interested and he will give you all the details. 
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To Be, or not to Be, that is the question…   

 

G 
reetings, Brethren.  April is the month many around the world will celebrate the birthday 
of the world's greatest dramatist, William Shakespeare.  Though no birth records exist, 
church records indicate that a William Shakespeare was baptized at Holy Trinity Church 

in Stratford-upon-Avon on April 26, 1564. From this, it is believed he was born on or near April 
23, 1564, and this is the date scholars acknowledge as William Shakespeare's birthday.   
 

Known throughout the world, the works of William Shakespeare have been performed in countless hamlets, vil-
lages, cities and metropolises for more than 400 years.  And yet, the personal history of William Shakespeare is 
somewhat a mystery. Written records give little indication of the way in which Shakespeare’s professional life 
molded his artistry. All that can be deduced is that over the course of 20 years, Shakespeare wrote plays that 
capture the complete range of human emotion and conflict. 
 

As Victor Hugo remarked, it is "in Shakespeare  the birds sing, the bushes are clothed with green, hearts love, 
souls suffer, the cloud wanders, it is hot, it is cold, night falls, time passes, forests and multitudes speak, the vast 
eternal dream hovers over all. Sap and blood, all forms of the multiple reality, actions and ideas, man and hu-
manity, the living and the life, solitudes, cities, religions, diamonds and pearls, dung-hills and charnelhouses, the 
ebb and flow of beings, the steps of comers and goers, all, all are on Shakespeare and in Shakespeare." 
 

Another fascinating and enigmatic figure of Shakespeare's time was the philosopher, essayist, statesman and 
scientific methodologist, Sir Francis Bacon.  During his life, Bacon championed the new empiricism resulting from 
the achievements of early modern science.  He opposed alleged knowledge based on appeals to authority, and 
on the barrenness of scholasticism.  He thought that what was needed was a new attitude and methodology 
based on strictly scientific practices.  The goal of acquiring knowledge is the good of mankind:  "Knowledge is 
power (Scientia es Potentia)," as he stated.  The social order that should result from applied science is portrayed 
in his New Atlantis (1627).  The method of induction to be employed is worked out in detail in his Novum Orga-
num (1620).  This new logic was to replace that of Aristotle's syllogism, as well as induction by simple enumera-
tion of instances.  Neither of these older logics can produce knowledge of actual natural laws.  Bacon thought 
that we must intervene in nature, manipulate it by means of experimental control leading to the invention of new 
technology.   
 

Much of Bacon's work was written and published under his numerous pseudonyms.  One primary reason for this 
is that he was born the son of the Queen and heir to the throne, and was compelled to secrecy on the subject, 
but was trying to record for posterity the true history of his life and times.  The recording of this history thus had to 
be done cryptically, and in a variety of publications and styles that kept the real authorship concealed, lest suspi-
cions be aroused.  Secondly, the danger of public opinion and opinion in high places, which was marked by igno-
rance, intolerance, superstition, and religious dogma and fervor, was very real, and could lead to dreadful perse-
cutions and death.  Thirdly, censorship was tightly controlled.  Fourthly, it was considered a "discredit for a gen-
tleman to seem learned or to show himself amorous of any good art in Elizabeth's court." 
 

Lastly, and probably the most important reason Bacon chose to veil his works so elaborately and consistently is 
that he set out to be, and was, an ethical and spiritual teacher, a sublime philosopher, a scientist in the field of 
human consciousness and endeavor, and very much a reformer of the world's state of ignorance and vice, and of 
malpractice and repressive regimes.  By any viewpoint he was a revolutionary-not one that wielded a sword and 
forced his will upon others, but one that used the pen as an art and led people on to better things by means of 
inspiring entertainment and a treasure trail, in liaison with the natural curiosity and love of pleasure that most peo-
ple have.  Any reformer as fundamental as was Bacon, living at that time, would soon have gone to the stake or 
scaffold if he had not been as discreet as Bacon.  But, playing the game as God plays it, and becoming "as little 
children (Mathew 18:3)," wonders can be performed.  This is the key which Bacon never tired of turning.   
 

"For so he (King Solomon) saith expressly, The Glory of God is to conceal a thing, but the Glory of a King is to 
find it out.  As if according to that innocent and affectionate play of children, the Divine Majesty took delight to 
hide his greater Honor, then to be God's play-fellows in that game, especially considering the great command 
they have of wits and means, whereby the investigation of all things may be perfected."  
Of the Advancement of Learning (1640)       (continued on page 9) 
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" 
 
For of the knowledges which contemplate the works of Nature, the Holy Philosopher hath said expressly; that 
the glory of God is to conceal a thing, but the glory of a king is to find it out:  as if the Divine Nature, according 
to the innocent and sweet play of children, which hide themselves to the end they may be found; took delight to 
hide his works, to the end they might be found out; and of his indulgence and goodness to mankind, had cho-
sen the Soul of man to be his Play-fellow in this game " 
Of the Advancement of Learning  (1640) 
 
Whereas of the sciences which regard nature the Holy Philosopher declares that 'it is the glory of God to con-
ceal a thing, but it is the glory of the king to find it out.'  Even as thought the Divine Nature took pleasure in the 
innocent and kindly sport of children playing hide and seek, and vouched-safe of his kindness and goodness to 
admit the human spirit for his play fellow in that game.  " 
Of the Advancement of Learning (1640) 
 
"He (God) cannot be seen of any mortal creature but is notwithstanding known by his works."    
Novum Organum (1620) 
 
So, who was Sir Francis Bacon?        
 

J.R. McGovert, Master of Kadosh 

From the Master of Kadosh, cont. 

 

 

“The info found in this article is taken from the SCOTTISH RITE RITUAL MONITOR and GUIDE” 
 

T he San Jose Council of Kadosh is the Body responsible for the 19th through the 30th Scottish 
Rite Degrees, know as the “Philosophical and Chivalric Degrees.” The information found below 

is a summary of the 21st Degree — know as the “Argument.” 
 
Whosoever has been wronged by the great, or oppressed by the powerful; whosoever has been unjustly accused, or had his 
household outraged; whosoever has fallen into the hands of corrupt judges; whosoever hath suffered by bribery or extortion; 
let him come freely forward and prefer his complaint, and right shall be done him by the Grand Chapter of Prussian Knights, 
from whose judgement there is no appeal; coming from the North and the South, the East and the West, to hear the com-
plaints of the oppressed, judge the guilty and teach men how to be free. 
 
As Knight and Mason, it is our bounden duty to shield and protect the innocent, as it is to assist the distressed; and that, 
while rendering justice, we remember our vows, believing all guiltless until convicted; and yet, while it is the obligation that 
formally makes a Mason, a violation of that vow by an overt guilty or willful act dissolves the knot of our alliance, and, with-
out the form of trial, we cease to be of the Brotherhood. 
 
Whatever be our rank, if we willfully err, we have no claim upon a Brother or the Order, either in sustaining us in that er-
ror—whatever may be its advantages—or in relieving us from its consequences. 
 
ALL MEMBERS: The Council of Kadosh will sponsor a visit to the San Jose Giants Baseball Team—a day or evening at the 
baseball park located on Senter Rd and Alma Ave in San Jose. Late Spring or early Summer, after the rains stop, will be the 
best time to attend. Contact me, Roger Bibb, in person, by phone at (408) 858-9448, or by email: rogerbibb@yahoo.com if  
you are interested in attending a SJ Giants Game. 
 

Roger Bibb, Commander 
San Jose Council of Kadosh 

From The Commander  
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The Personal Representative and 

 The Venerable Master 
of the Valley of San Jose 

Invite all Scottish Rite Freemasons and all other Freemasons to 

A Night of Scottish Rite Instruction 

Tuesday, June 21, 2016 

6:30 PM to 9:00PM   

Brother Jay Kinney 
Mission Lodge No. 169 

Will Present His Paper:   “Is There an Esoteric Masonry?”        

      Schedule of Events 

                           6:30 PM - Social Gathering 

 7:00 PM - Presentation by Brother Kinney 

 7:30 PM - Festive Agape/Dinner      Cost $25.00 

   Bring a Blue Lodge Guest 

Requested dress is white tie & tails, tux or dark suit & tie with SR Cap 

     NOTE: 

 Reservations are required. NO tickets sold at the door.  

From the Secretary’s Table…. 

Hank
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 Replace the ‘U’ with ‘YOU’ ! 

  Join with your Brothers at the Summer 2016 Reunion! 

 June 17-18, 25 & 29, 2016  

Support San Jose Membership  

by sponsoring a new member ! 

Application can be downloaded from our website.  

                                                        www.sanjosescottishrite.org 
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Future Scottish Rite and Masonic Events 
 

Tuesday, April 12th ~ Stated Meeting  @ 6:00pm   

6:30pm - Social Hour   ~   7:00pm  - Dinner  ~  Program—”TBA” 

Thursday, April 14th ~ Masonic Family Night — Pizza and Magic Show! 

6:30pm -  Pizza Feast   ~   7:30pm  - Family Themed Magic Show  ~  FREE  to all~  See article inside the Rite Word 

Sunday, April 17th ~ Monthly Masonic Get Together    

1:00 pm- 7:00pm -  Host: Wors Max Mora, 1426 Proud Dr, San Jose — Bring something for the Festal Table to share 

Tuesday, April 19th ~ Monthly OAM Meeting hosted by Palo Alto Lodge #346   

6:30pm - Dinner   ~   7:30pm  -  Lodge of Instruction—Ritual of the 2nd Degree   All Master Masons welcome 

Tuesday, April 26th ~ MONTHLY  ALL OFFICER COUNCIL MEETING - 7:00pm  

Tuesday, May 10th ~ Stated Meeting  @ 6:00pm   

6:30pm - Social Hour   ~   7:00pm  - Dinner  ~  Program—Awarding of 25 and 50 Year  Pins and Certificates 

Sunday, May 15th ~ Monthly Masonic Get Together    

1:00 pm- 7:00pm -  Host: Wors  Jason Hawkinson-Prater, — Bring something for the Festal Table to share 

Tuesday, May 17th ~ MONTHLY  Master Craftsman Class - 7:00pm  

Wednesday, May 25th ~ Monthly OAM Meeting hosted by Willow Glen-Fraternity Lodge #399   

6:30pm - Dinner   ~   7:30pm  -  LOI—Ritual of the 3rd Degree/1st Section     All Master Masons welcome 


