
JULY 2015 

Volume 9,  Issue 7 

THE RITE WORD 

A  SAN  JOSE  SCOTTISH  RITE  PUBLICATION  

HOME OF THE ANCIENT & ACCEPTED  SCOTTISH RITE BODIES  OF THE VALLEY OF SAN JOSE 

M y Brothers and their Ladies and Families, 

The noise of popcorn popping, the sizzle of the hamburgers and hotdogs cooking, the fizz of 

the root beer floats being made and the crunch of nachos greeted the Scottish Rite members 

and their  family and friends as they entered the first movie night of 2015, sponsored by the Lodge of 

Perfection. These guests ate and filled their popcorn bags and got their root beer floats before sitting 

down to watch the musical classic Marry Poppins. Everyone that attended agreed that it was a very 

fun and exciting night. Some who attended had never seen the musical before and commented that 

they don't make them like they used to.  

 It was unfortunate that not all members who signed up attended and did not call to cancel their 

reservation. This led to having much food leftover, some of which had to be thrown away. Please my 

brothers, if you do sign up for an event we would love to have you attend but if you cannot, please 

call and cancel your reservation. I would like to thank the Lodge of Perfection, Brother's Tom Bergevin, Randy Downy, and 

Gregg Hall who did outstanding work getting food, setting up, cooking and cleaning up. It is always a privilege to work with 

these Brothers. 

 The next Lodge of Perfection event will take place on Saturday August 29th at 

the Steinbeck Museum in Salinas, after which we will meet in Monterey for lunch or 

dinner. More information on this event to come. 

Fraternally, 

Jack Harris  -  Venerable Master 

Greetings Sir Knights of our Valley…. 

T here are plenty of things to be proud of in our lives. There are an incredible amount 

of things to feel good about, cheerful about and when we think of the 4th of July, patri-

otic about. The privilege we have as being, or aspiring to be, American! 

  This 4th of July, The Knights of St. Andrew wish you a safe and happy celebration of the greatest Nation 

of our current History. The Temple is not complete, but with our allegiance to our flag and our  

determination to improve ourselves, which in turn helps our communities, and our country as a whole, this Nation can and 

will be the greatest in all of History. We will fulfill our forefathers destiny while creating our own. 

Happy 4th of July! 

Jason Barnett, Chief Knight 2015 
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We, the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation  
(TIN 94-2541623), hereby certify that all funds  
received on the behalf of the San Jose Scottish  

Rite Foundation,  
The Children’s Language  Disorders 

 Clinic, and/or the San Jose Scottish Rite Scholarship funds are 
used for charitable  

purposes only and the donor receives no goods  
or services in return  for their donation.* 

 

2015 Honor Roll Board 
   Make your contribution to the San Jose  
Scottish Rite Bodies  and have your name  

included on the “Honor Roll”.   

Your annual gift of $100.00 or more will help 
the San Jose Lodge of  Perfection,  

Chapter Rose Croix, Council of Kadosh and  
Consistory reach the level necessary to provide 

quality events for our future success.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Get your annual gift in for 2015  
Honor Roll 

and be placed on the Honor Roll ! 

“ 2015 ” 

HONOR ROLL 
 

 

ILL. George Allen 33˚ 

ILL. Durward Ayre 33˚ 

Bro. Robert Laws 32˚ 

Bro. Richard Meyers 33˚ 

Bro. Resty Casiano 32˚ 

Bro. Bennie Cooper 32˚ 

Bro. Hank Vlcek  32˚ 

 

 Rite Word Support  
for 2015 

 

 

Your donations for the 
Rite Word are  Instru-

mental in helping make a meaningful 
communication! 

 

Call Hank Vlcek for information. 
(408) 978-7483 

 

RITE WORD 



Ill. Frank Loui, 33° P.G.M.   

Sovereign Grand Inspector General in California,  

 Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite 

  Southern Jurisdiction, U.S.A. 

Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33° 
Sovereign Grand Commander 

 Supreme Council  A.A.S.R.   

Washington, D.C. 

2015 - Lodge of Perfection 

Venerable Master Bro. Jack Harris, 32° KCCH 408-314-6124 

Senior Warden Bro. Tom Bergevin, 32° 408-985-5996 

Junior Warden Bro. Martin Maxey, 32° 831-402-4903 

Master of Ceremonies Bro. Randy Downey, 32° KCCH 408-674-8341 

Captain of the Host Bro. Gregg A. Hall, 32° 408 -656-2459 

      2015 - Chapter of Rose Croix 

Wise Master Bro. Cordell H. Bleiler, 32° KCCH 650-948-1400 

Senior Warden Bro. Brandon Duenas, 32° 408-763-7696 

Junior Warden Bro. Ion Vasilescu, 32° 408-371-7172 

Master of Ceremonies Bro. Charles Cowden, 32° KCCH 831-685-3416 

Guardian of the Temple Bro. Kerem Kapkin, 32°  831-334-4041 

2015- Council of Kadosh 

Commander Bro. Will Montoya, 32° 408-274-1137 

1st Lt Commander Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

2nd Lt Commander Bro. Richard Bartlett, 32° 831-331-3342 

Marshal of Ceremonies Bro. Charles Colman, 32° 408-972-5101 

Lt of the Guard Bro. Palmer Kain, 32° 831-247-0379 

2015 San Jose Consistory 

Master of Kadosh Bro. H. “Bud” Ramsey, 32° KCCH 408-838-3730 

Prior Bro. JR McGovert, 32° 408-258-3700 

Preceptor Bro. Mark Burger, 32° 831-373-1094 

Marshal of Ceremonies Bro. TJ Jackson, 32° 408-230-6088 

Captain of the Guard Bro. Oscar James, 32° 408-644-1023 

2015- General Officers 

Personal Representative Ill. Kenneth G. Nagel, 33° 510-468-9864 

Assist. to the Personal Representative Ill. Richard A. Meyers,  33°  408-264-0277 

General Secretary Bro. Henry A. Vlcek, 32° 408-578-6208 

Treasurer Bro. Carey Atwood, 32° 408-832-1867 

Prelate Bro. Mike Sloan, 32° 408-365-8266 

Almoner Bro. Jerry Best, 32° KCCH 408-712-5370 

Orator/Librarian Bro. David Kimball 32° KCCH 408-836-6792 

Tiler Bro. Tom  Tefft, 32º 408-229-9460 

Club Liaison Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

Director of Ceremonies Bro. Charles Cowden, 32° KCCH 831-685-3416 

Assist. Director of Ceremonies Bro. Joseph DaSilva, 32° KCCH 831-635-9749 

Organist Bro. Richard Timmins  32° KCCH 408-899-2047 

Chief Knight KSA Bro. Jason Barnett  32°  408-621-4211 

San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies 

Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry 

Directors of the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation 

President Ill. Kenneth G. Nagel, 33° 510-468-9864 

Secretary Bro. Henry A. Vlcek, 32° 408-578-6208 

Treasurer Bro. Carey Atwood, 32° 408-832-1867 

Director (exp 9/30/2016) Ill. Richard Fisher,  33° 408-779-4088 

Director (exp 9/30/2016) Bro. Jerry Best, 32° KCCH 408-712-5370 

Director (exp 9/30/2017) Bro. Gregg A. Hall, 32° 408 -656-2459 

Director (exp 9/30/2017) Bro. Wolfgang Lochner, 32°  408-505-1822 

Director (exp 9/30/2015) Bro. Wayne Rose, 32° 408-266-4184 

Director (exp 9/30/2015) Bro. Randy Downey, 32° KCCH 408-674-8341 

Venerable Master Bro. Jack Harris, 32° KCCH 408-314-6124 

Wise Master Bro. Cordell Bleiler 32° KCCH 650-948-1400 

Commander Bro. Will Montoya, 32°  408-274-1137 

Master of Kadosh Bro. H. “Bud” Ramsey, 32° KCCH 408-838-3730 

Assist. To the Personal Representative Ill. Richard A. Meyers,  33°  408-264-0277 
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The Bodies of the Ancient and  

Accepted Scottish Rite, sitting in the  

Valley of San Jose, in the Orient of 

California, acknowledge and yield all 

allegiance to the Supreme Council 

(Mother Council of the World) of the 

Inspectors General, Knights  

Commander of the House of the 

Temple of Solomon of the Thirty 

Third Degree of the Ancient and  

Accepted Scottish Rite of freemason-

ry for the Southern Jurisdiction of 

the United States of America. 
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G 
reetings from your VMAP Committee.  VMAP is the Valley Membership Achievement Project.  It is a program from the 
Supreme Council that our Valley is participating in.  The object of the Project is to improve the Membership Experience, 
this includes both current members, candidates going through the degrees, and prospective candidates.  You can find 

information about the program at http://scottishrite.org/vmap/   

We have a committee in San Jose that is working on implementing the Project.  We have sent out questionnaires to our most 
recent class, to find out how we can improve our Reunion and to see how they would like to get involved in the Valley.  We are 
working to assist in adding degrees to the reunion with the ultimate goal of delivering all 29 degrees.  We are working on devel-
oping a top line signer program that will include not only rewards for being a top line signer, but also responsibilities to those 
candidates you are vouching for.  We are looking at potential educational opportunities.  There are also other activities that we 
want to help bring to the Valley to improve it for everyone. 

The next step in the process is to re-introduce the Lodge Ambassador program.  This program was originally developed by Chuck 
Cowden and put in place a number of years ago, but it eventually died out.  The roll of the Ambassador is to be the voice of the 
Scottish Rite within your blue lodge.  It’s purpose is absolutely NOT to chicken hawk new Master Masons.  The Ambassador will 
work with the Master to bring in news of happenings in the Valley, invite members and non members to Valley events, be a re-
source to the lodge with respect to the Scottish Rite, possibly work to invite our Kilted 2nd degree team to deliver a 2nd degree 
on a candidate at the lodge, get a Scottish Rite Mason to bring in an educational offering to the lodge, or whatever else the Am-
bassador and the Master decide is appropriate.  To that end, we need to identify an Ambassador for each lodge that makes up 
our Valley.  If you are interested, please let either Chuck or me know, otherwise we will be searching out a qualified individual 
within each lodge. 

Stay tuned for more information as we get the program up and running. 

VMAP Chairman 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       CONGRATULATIONS to 

         Ill. RICHARD A. MEYERS 

      For FIFTY YEARS in 

SCOTTISH RITE MASONRY!!! 

From the Secretary’s Desk……. 

T HANKS to everyone who came to the NOI on 

June 16th. We had a GREAT turnout, the 

speaker presented some informative ideas on “Why 

You Should Want to Become a Mason, and the fes-

tive dinner afterwards was superb. A great night of Fellowship! 

On June 17 we hosted a Grand Lodge Workshop,  helping to develop 

the GL 2020 Strategic Plan. Over 60 Brothers from throughout the 

Valley turned up to discuss ideas on how to make Masonry GROW 

in California. It was a wonderful evening, and we received many 

compliments from the GL Staff. Thanks to all who attended! 

Our July 14 Stated Meeting & Dinner is CASUAL DRESS, so, Polo 

Shirts, Hawaiian Shirts and trousers—No Shorts. The Patents for 

our newest Brothers have arrived, and will be awarded that night. 

Lastly—make reservations NOW for the Grand Master’s Reception 

and Festive Agape Dinner on Aug 11. See article in the Rite Word. 

Hank Vlcek, General Secretary 

95 of our Brothers have yet to pay their 2015 Dues. 

Are YOU one of them? If so, please call the Office 

NOW and take care of it. We’d really appreciate it!! 

http://scottishrite.org/vmap
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Business Card -  $20  per month / $200 per year 
 

 1/4 Page - $40 per month / $400 per year 
 

  1/2 Page - $80 per month / $800 per year 
 

      Full Page - $160 per month / $1600 per year 

Would you like to advertise 
your Business? 

Contact your Scottish Rite:   

Hank Vlcek - 408-978-7483 
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Shut Ins 

Ralph V. Sharp 7010 Stagecoach Pass 
Show Low, AZ 85901 

 

 
Visitors Welcome! 

 

Robet Gass    c/o : VA Nursing Home Care 
Rm.258 

 4951 Arroyo Rd.  

Livermore, CA 94550-9650 

 
************ 

 

Robert  Frohock 

    

 

316 Morse Avenue 

Sunnyvale, CA. 94085-4329 

Visitors & Calls Okay! 

408-406-2719 

 

Raymond Ruhland 
5068 Trenary Way, 

San Jose, CA. 95118-2626 

408-267-5569 

Visitors most  
welcome! 

Jack Harris 
1066 Camino Ramon 

San Jose, CA. 95125 

408-314-6124 

Calls/visitors 

Welcome! 

Greg LaFavor 
6700 Buggywhip Ct. 

  San Jose, CA  95120 
408-268-5847 

THE RITE WORD 

Permanent Shut Ins 

Please remember those brothers that are shut in. A friendly call or note from a fellow brother would  be  

a warm and appreciated  gesture. Though, they cannot  always be present  , they are certainly not  

out of mind. We wish them all the best. God Bless. 

Please remember to notify us when a fellow 

Brother is ill, in need, or has passed to the other 

shore.  

We are not always contacted in a timely manner.  

Scottish Rite is here to assist!   

         Please feel free to call anytime!   

(408) 978-7483 

 

Called from Labor: 
 

Bro. Samuel I. Goldberg, 32°  

December 1, 2014 

Bro. Russel H. Biltoft, 32° 

April 4, 2015 
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B rethren, 

 

The month of June is almost gone.  With it  goes Father’s Day,  Summer Solstice, the first day of Spring, and the “I 

am glad to be out of school for a while “ parties.  The super hot days of summer will soon be upon us and we will 

all be looking for places to cool off in.  The malls, theaters, and swimming spots are getting packed and the ice 

cream parlors have unending lines.  With the water shortage being what it is, we are restricted from even turning 

on a sprinkler to run under. I have tried cave/cavern hunting and exploring but there are only so many caves 

around the area.  So be resourceful, think of other things to do, to keep the kids, grandkids, nephews and nieces 

from going bonkers and driving you to the same end.  And if you find something good, let me know ASAP. 

As stated in last month’s Rite Word, Wednesday evening (July 29th) at 7:00 PM was chosen by the Council of Kadosh as the night of outing 

(a night to go out with your better half or best friends for a special dinner and drink).  Reservations have been made for a private patio/

balcony at The Grand View Restaurant and Venue.  But since space will be limited, the cut-off date for reservations will be the 15th of July.  I 

will be needing names and number of members in your party in a timely manner.  Please call me or Roger Bibb at the numbers below to set 

you reservation. 

Will Montoya - 408-315-5816        Roger Bibb - 408-858-9448 

The restaurant is located 4.1 miles up Mt. Hamilton Rd from the intersection of Alum Rock Ave and Mt Hamilton Rd.  Should you want 

more information about the restaurant, the address and phone number are below. 

The Grand View Restaurant & Venue, 15005 Mt Hamilton Rd, SJ, 95140  Phone (408)251-890   http://www.grandviewsanjose.com/ 

Hope to see many of you up there. 

Be well and GOD BLESS YOU ALL ! 

Will Montoya,  Commander, Council of Kadosh 

From the Commander 

http://www.grandviewsanjose.com/
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Let Freedom Ring! 

B rother George Washington once said, “The preservation of the sacred fire of liberty and 

the destiny of the republican model of government are justly considered... deeply, ...finally, 

staked on the experiment entrusted to the hands of the American people.”  As we know, on July 4, 

1776, the thirteen colonies claimed their independence from England, an event which eventually 

led to the formation of the United States. Each year on July 4th, also known as Independence Day, 

we celebrate this historic event.  So I will remind you that, in the 32nd Degree, you said you 

would “demand for the people a free voice and vote in public affairs” and that you yourself would 

be free and remain absolute master of your own voice, vote, and opinion.  Let us continue to exercise those  

freedoms. 
For a bit of “July” Masonic history/trivia, on July 1st, 1989 (not that long ago), the Grand Lodge of Hawaii was 

organized.  You could ask MW Leo Mark about that.  On July 4th, 1781, Robert Burns received his 1st Degree.  On 

July 19th, 1901, Sir Winston Churchill received his 2nd Degree in Studholme Lodge No. 1591 in London.  And, having 

quoted Brother Washington above, I should mention that on July 29th, 1758, the Grand Lodge of Scotland granted a 

charter to Fredericksburg Lodge in Virginia, the Lodge that conferred the Masonic degrees on George Washington in 

1752 and 1753.  Obviously there are other Masonic events of note that have happened in July.  Hopefully, you find 

these I mentioned to be of interest. 

Our Scottish Rite Clinics make a difference in this world.  As a “prompt” to remind you to generously         

 support our Clinic, I’d like to relate the following story: 

A young and successful executive was travelling down a neighborhood street, going a bit too 

fast in his new Jaguar. He was watching for kids darting out from between parked cars and slowed 

down when he thought he saw something. As his car passed, no children appeared. Instead, a rock 

smashed into the Jag's side door.  

He slammed on the brakes and spun the Jag back to the spot from where the rock had been 

thrown. He jumped out of the car, grabbed the kid and pushed him up against a parked car, shouting, 

“What was that all about and who are you?? Just what the heck are you doing?” Building up a head of 

steam, he went on. “That's a new car and that rock you threw is going to cost a lot of money. Why did 

you do it?”  

“Please, mister, please, I'm sorry. I didn't know what else to do!” pleaded the youngster. “I 

threw the rock because no one else would stop.” Tears were dripping down the boy's chin as he 

pointed around the parked car. “It's my brother,” he said. “He rolled off the curb and fell out of his 

wheelchair and I can't lift him up.” Sobbing, the boy asked the executive, “Would you please help me 

get him back into his wheelchair? He's hurt and he's too heavy for me.”  

The driver tried to swallow the rapidly swelling lump in his throat. He lifted the young man 

back into the wheelchair and took out his handkerchief and wiped the scrapes and cuts, checking to 

see that everything was going to be okay. “Thank you, sir. And God bless you,” the grateful child said 

to him.  

The man then watched the little boy push his brother to the sidewalk toward their home. He 

took his time walking back to his Jaguar... a long, slow walk. He never did repair the side door. He kept 

the dent to remind him not to go through life so fast that someone has to throw a rock at you to 

get your attention. 

To quote Henry David Thoreau, “It's not what you look at that matters, it's what you see.”  And 

someone else once said, “Being good is commendable, but only when it is combined with doing good is 

it useful.”  Join us.  See you on Tuesday night! 

Bud Ramsey 
Master of Kadosh 
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D aniel is a smart, enjoyable seven year old boy who 

has been seen at our clinic for a moderate articulation disorder since December 

2013. Daniel has worked very hard and has been discharged from treatment as he has 

met all of his speech and language goals!  

Originally, Daniel’s mom brought him to our clinic because he was difficult to under-

stand. Testing revealed that his articulation skills were moderately delayed as com-

pared to typically developing, age-matched peers. Sounds that were targeted in thera-

py included “sh”, “s”-blends, “l”, and “th”. In addition, Daniel’s receptive and ex-

pressive language was tested to determine if there were any delays in language skills. 

While his overall language abilities were within normal limits, Daniel’s articulation 

errors impacted his expressive grammar skills. This is common in children who have articulation errors. Sometimes we 

see that the morphological markers such as regular plural “s” or third person singular “s” endings are affected because a 

child has difficulty producing the “s” or “z” sound at the final position of words. Thus, Daniel not only worked on his 

sounds in the context of words, but also how these sounds impacted his grammar.  

Daniel was such a hard worker. He came to therapy consistently and always practiced his homework. His family’s dedi-

cation to his speech and language therapy helped Daniel graduate quickly from our program. We are so proud of him! 

Daniel’s mother recently sent a letter of gratitude to our clinic. This letter is a strong reminder of how valuable these ser-

vices are to the families that we are so honored to help. 

“Dear Rachel, 

Many thanks for your work as Daniel’s SLP. It was a wonderful experience having you as an integral part of Daniel’s 

speech growth and development! I’m grateful for everything and grateful to the San Jose  

Scottish Rite for generously offering this valuable service. 

Warmly, Jane”  

From the Clinic 

Stated Meeting Dinner 

Menu 
Assorted Appetizers 

Smoked Tri-Tip 

Red Potato Sald 

Corn Cobbetts 

Mixed Green Salad 

Garlic Bread 

Dessert 

Vegetarian plate—request by 5pm July 10! 

$15 per person.                            

Reservations Required!!!                                      

Cutoff - 5pm July 10! 

“Casual Dress Night” 
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The Festive Agape Program on the 16th was superb. I counted over 45 chairs filled. Almost all 

the newly capped 32nd degree Scottish Rite Brothers participated—and the paper  presented 

by Bro. Scott really delved into the esoteric related background of one’s  prospective reasons 

for possibly wanting to become a Mason in the first place. 

Imagine from the bottom of the ocean with no light, to light but with only being able to see 

dancing shadows on the wall with some light, to the full light of the beauty and glory of the 

day. A very impressive presentation—and also the thought provoking questions that were 

posed by many of the attendees. A real good take-in, and we look forward to seeing Scott 

again at the Fall Reunion. He has an excellent speaking voice and I am told that he holds a major speaking part in 

the East in one of the degrees. 

As I mentioned last month I am leading a small contingent of lodge masons to  visit the “USS Hornet” aircraft 

carrier now based on the other side of the bay in Alameda—and I extend to all brother Scottish Rite Masons and 

their family and friends to also visit this historic icon with us as a group. We can carpool and perhaps do a wine 

tasting or a local restaurant afterwards as desired. The date is Sunday, July 19th leaving in the morning to arrive 

“on board” at around noon. Please see me here or call at 650 948-1400 for arrangements. 

 

~~Dell Bleiler, Wise Master 

From the Chief Knight The Personal Representative and The Venerable Master 

 of the Valley of San Jose 
Invite all 

Scottish Rite Freemasons and all other Freemasons  and their Ladies to: 
Grand Master’s Reception and Festive Agape Banquet! 

Tuesday, August 11, 2015 

6:30 PM - Social Hour 

7:00 PM - Festive Agape Banquet with Toasts and Singing 

 

GUEST of HONOR 
 The Most Worshipful Russell E. Charvonia  

Grand Master of Masons in California    

      Cost $25.00 per person                    

Requested attire for men is white tie & tails, tux or dark suit & tie      

Requested attire for ladies is Formal Dress 

NOTE: 

Reservations are required !!! 
Please call the SJ Scottish Rite @ 408-978-7483 to pay by credit card or visit the Office to make your reservations 

Payment must accompany reservation. Cutoff for reservations is 12:00 NOON on Friday, August 7. NO EXCEPTIONS!! 

Reservations not cancelled by noon on Monday August 10 must be honored and paid for. 

Cash, personal check or credit card accepted 
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 Replace the ‘U’ with ‘YOU’ ! 

  Join with your Brothers at the Spring 2015 Reunion! 

 October  2-3 / October 23-24 / October 30, 2015  

Support San Jose Membership  

by sponsoring a new member ! 

Application can be downloaded from our website.  

                                                        www.sanjosescottishrite.org 
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Future Scottish Rite Events 

 

Saturday, July 4th ~ HAPPY FOURTH OF JULY and HAPPY BIRTHDAY AMERICA!! 

Tuesday, July 14th ~ Stated Meeting  @ 6:00pm. CASUAL DRESS! 

Dinner  after the Meeting  - Presentation of Patents to our New Brothers! 

Sunday, July 19th ~ MONTHLY MASONIC GET TOGETHER  - CASUAL DRESS! 

At the home of Bro. Daniel Reyes, 3040 Beckley Dr, SJ 

Friday, July 24th ~  ANNUAL SCIOTS “Cornerstone Awards” at the San Jose Masonic Center 

6:30pm—Dinner  ~~  7:30pm —  Ceremony 

Tuesday, July 28th ~ Scottish Rite All Officers Meeting @ 7pm    Light Refreshments provided 

Wednesday, July 29th ~ Council of Kadosh—”A Night in the Mountains” 

6:30pm—Social Gathering  ~~  7:00pm  ~ Dinner   See Commander’s article inside the Rite Word for details 

Sunday, Aug 9th ~ Grand Master’s Annual Golf Tournament 

9am at Moffett Field Golf Course          Contact Ill. Ken Nagel for details & reservations  

Tuesday, Aug 11th ~ Stated Meeting  @ 6:00pm 

6:30pm — Grand Master’s Reception and Festive Agape Dinner   ~  See article inside the Rite Word 


