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BB rethren,                                        

                       Venerable Master’s Article for June 2012 Rite Word 

W elcome aboard to our new Scottish Rite Brothers from the Spring Class of 2012. I had the opportunity 

to meet and talk with all of members of this class and I was impressed by their sincere interest in the 

messages of our degrees. I am confident they will be active and productive members of our valley. Several 

have already signed up to be on various degree teams and many in the class attended our May Scottish Rite 

Night of Instruction/ Agape and the May Stated Meeting. They are off to a great start! 

I want to commend to our new Brothers, as well as all my other Scottish Rite Brothers, the Master Craftsman 

Courses I and II. Conducted by the Supreme Council, these courses are a most valuable tool to enhance your 

understanding of our degrees and the many lessons they teach. If you go online to www.scottishrite.org and 

click on Store you can learn more about the courses. The text will be one of your best sources for understanding our ritual. The read-

ings associated with each degree expand and expound on the degrees and are particularly worthwhile. Take a look. 

One such reading titled the “Legend” is included as part of the readings of the Fourteenth Degree, Perfect Elu. There are many inter-

esting ideas and lessons in this reading. One I found to have great relevance to modern day freemasonry in the United States and 

probably throughout the world.   

The “Legend” relates  how after the completion of the temple many masons traveled into other countries and in a few years the Jewish 

architects and initiates were to be found in every part of the then known world. They admitted many into the order and passed on its 

truths and duties. For a long time, the Grand Elects, Perfect and sublime Masons were wisely cautious to admit none but “proper” 

persons who could appreciate the true purposes and objectives of the Craft. But, by degrees and over time, the Master Masons began 

to teach only the “lesser mysteries” and narrowed their teachings. The symbols began to be interpreted so as to meet a lower level of 

comprehension and appreciation. The masons were so geographically spread abroad that men were “indiscriminately” admitted, al-

most without inquiry. It was forgotten that masonry was not meant to be a popular organization but a select and exclusive institution.  

Could our ancient masters have meant this as a cautionary tale for those of us who follow in their footsteps?  

We can all relate the Fourteenth Degree Legend to the charge we received in the first degree. Here we are told to refuse to recommend 

anyone for participation in our fraternity unless we have good reason to believe he will reflect honor on our ancient craft. only a few 

deserve the privileges of masonry. We must keep in mind that some good men will service their fellow creatures in organizations like 

service clubs, the church and many other worthy groups. Although, there are many good men that we all know - only a few deserve 

and seek the mysteries and privileges of masonry. 

Looking ahead, please arrange your calendars so you can attend the July 10th Stated Meeting and reception for the Grand Master. The 

evening will feature a traditional festive board which is always interesting, entertaining and refreshing with good food and drink. 

Hope to see you there. You can find all the details for this event elsewhere in the Rite Word. 

Chuck Cowden 

Venerable Master 

 

http://www.scottishrite.org
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B rethren all, 

 

First of all, I want to remind all of you that the June Stated meeting is Casual Dress!  There, 

now that duty has been performed and we can get on with the items of interest for the month. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

We are now at the halfway point of the year.  Please check you dues card and if it does not reflect 

the year 2012, you have forgotten to send your payment for dues.  Please do so soon because we 

are beginning to get concerned.  If you are having financial difficulty, call me and we can help. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

Thanks to all of you who helped with the reunion.  Don’t forget to download the calendar for the Fall Reunion and get 

the applications for membership signed and turned in to the office. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

The July stated meeting will be followed by our Reception and Festive Board honoring our Grand Master, M.W. 

Frank Loui.  Please make your reservation and payment as soon as you can.  No tickets will be available after July 5 

and none will be available at the door!  The Dress Code is Formal for all attending. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 

On a personal note, thank you all for your kind words and prayers for my wife, Sandy.  Her chemo treatments are pro-

gressing satisfactorily. 

 

 

Bob Rowan,  

General Secretary 

Give a kid a mitt… 

and a memory of  a lifetime ! 
 

“TICKETS AVAILABLE AT “THE SCOTTISH RITE OFFICE”  

Call:  408-978-7483  or  come by  ! 
 

   “GIANTS  vs. RANCHO CUCAMONGA” 

             Saturday, July 7th  - 5:00pm game 

              
              $10.00 per ticket  
               Or  4  for  $35.00 

 
 

               “MASONS 4 MITTS ! ” 
All proceeds benefit the Masons 4 Mitts 
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Ill. William F. Stovall, 33° P.G.M.   

S.G.I.G. Supreme Council,  

 Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite 

  for California 

Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33° 
Sovereign Grand Commander 

 Supreme Council  A.A.S.R.   

Washington, D.C. 

2012 - Lodge of Perfection 

Venerable Master Bro. Chuck Cowden,  32° KCCH 831-685-3416 

Senior Warden Bro. BJ McCuiston,  32° KCCH 408-842-8927 

Junior Warden Bro. John Williams, 32° KCCH 831-384-6428 

Master of Ceremonies Bro. Joseph DaSilva, 32° KCCH 831-635-9749 

Captain of the Host Bro. Hershel Amos, 32° KCCH 831-394-5273 

2012 - Chapter of Rose Croix 

Wise Master Bro. Jack Harris, 32° KCCH 408-275-6326 

Senior Warden Bro. Bud Ramsey, 32° KCCH 408-224-9431 

Junior Warden Bro. Wolfgang Lochner 32° 408-505-1822 

Master of Ceremonies Bro. Cordell H. Bleiler, 32° 650-948-1400 

Guardian of the Temple Bro. Tom Bergevin, 32° 408-985-5996 

2012 - Council of Kadosh 

Commander Bro. Kerem Kapkin, 32° 831-334-4041 

1st Lt Commander Ill. Daniel Doornbos, 33°  408-263-2165 

2nd Lt Commander Bro. Matthew K. Boyette, 32° 408 -605-2484 

Marshal of Ceremonies Bro. Randy Downey, 32° KCCH 408-674-8341 

Lt of the Guard Bro. Will Montoya, 32° 408-274-1137 

2012 San Jose Consistory 

Master of Kadosh Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

Prior Bro. Gerald Best, 32° 408-559-3102 

Preceptor Bro. Gregg A. Hall, 32° 408 -656-2459 

Marshal of Ceremonies Bro. Steve Munyon, 32° 408-313-0762 

Captain of the Guard Bro. Richard Rosenberg, 32° 650-494-8792 

2012 - General Officers 

Personal Representative Ill. Kenneth G. Nagel, 33° 510-468-9864 

Assist. Personal Representative Bro. Richard A. Meyers,  32° KCCH 408-264-0277 

Treasurer Bro. James Arnold, 32° 408-859-7523 

General Secretary Bro. Robert Rowan, 32° KCCH 408-945-5941 

Prelate Bro. Mike Sloan, 32° 408-365-8266 

Almoner Bro. Herb Dallas, 32° KCCH 408-268-9472 

Orator/Librarian Bro. David Kimball 32° KCCH 408-836-6792 

Tiler Bro. Bryant Day, 32º 408-256-2766 

Clinic Director Bro. Durward C. Ayre, 32° KCCH 408-358-6970 

Club Liaison Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

Organist Emeritus Ill. Carl Miescke, 33° 209-474-6235 

Director of Ceremonies Bro. Harold Leister, 32° KCCH 408-846-9788 

Assist. Director of Ceremonies Bro. Charles Cowden, 32° KCCH 831-685-3416 

Orator Emeritus Ill. Maury V. Dunbar, 33° 408-773-9813 

San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies 

Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry 

Directors of the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation 
President Ill. Kenneth G. Nagel, 33° 510-468-9864 

Treasurer Bro. James Arnold, 32° 408-859-7523 

Secretary Bro. Robert Rowan, 32° KCCH 408-945-5941 

Director (exp 9/30/2013) Ill. Richard Fisher,  33° 408-779-4088 

Director (exp 9/30/2013) Bro. Hal Leister 32° KCCH 408-846-9788 

Director (exp 9/30/2014) Bro. David Knapp, 32° 408-298-3838 

Director (exp 9/30/2014) Bro. H. “Bud” Ramsey, 32° KCCH 408-264-0277 

Director (exp 9/30/2012) Bro. Herb Dallas, 32° KCCH 408-268-9472 

Director (exp 9/30/2012) Bro. Durward C. Ayre, 32° KCCH 408-358-6970 

Venerable Master Bro. Chuck Cowden, 32° KCCH 408-846-9788 

Wise Master Bro. Jack Harris, 32° KCCH 831-635-9749 

Commander Bro. Kerem Kapkin, 32°  831-334-4041 

Master of Kadosh Ill. Roger Bibb, 33°  408-371-0470 

Assist. Personal Representative Bro. Richard A. Meyers,  32° KCCH 408-264-0277 
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Rite Word Support  

for 2012 

Your donations for the Rite Word 
are Instrumental in helping make 

a meaningful communication! 
 

Limited Advertising is now  
available.   

Call the Secretary for  
information. 

Bro. Robert Rowan 
(408) 978-7483 

The Bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, sitting in the Valley of San Jose, in the Orient of California, acknowledge and yield all allegiance to the 

Supreme Council (Mother Council of the World) of the Inspectors General, Knights Commander of the House of the Temple of Solomon of the Thirty Third 

Degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry for the Southern Jurisdiction of the United States of America. 
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    “Que It Up” 

   (408) 677-9175 
Greg Donnellan 

 

 

Catering for all occasions! 

Would you like to advertise your Business? 
 

Contact the General Secretary :  Robert Rowan - 408-978-7483 

Business Card -  $20  per month / $200 per year 

 1/4 Page - $40 per month / $400 per year 

  1/2 Page - $80 per month / $800 per year 

      Full Page - $160 per month / $1600 per year 

SPACE 

AVAILABLE 
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Brethren all: 
 

You are cordially invited to attend a reception and Festive Board Banquet  

honoring  

our Grand Master of Masons in California,  

M.W. Frank Loui 

To be held following our Stated Meeting on July 10th, 2012 

 

Attire: 

Officers and Members:  Formal Dress 

Ladies:  Tea-Length dress, formal or suit 

 

Cost:  $25.00 per person 

 

Reservations are required and must be prepaid 

Call 408-978-7483 to make your reservation 

Credit Card payment is acceptable 

     

                    

SOME THOUGHTS ON THE NATURE and PURPOSES of FREEMASONRY( Albert Pike ) 

B rethren,  

It is very desirable that free-masons should understand what Freemasonry is. If it were every-
thing at once that even its initiates imagine it o be,it would be difficult to conceive of anything 

more intrinsically incongrous. It is not a merely benevolent association, for the mutual relief and as-
sistance, and the dispensing of small charities to the needy. It is not a society for mutual admiration, 
got up in order to gratify the ambition or the vanity of those who are fondof office, insignia and jew-
els, of the glories of resonant epithets, andthe gauds of high-sounding titles. 

   It is neither a religious or irreligious Order or Church, propagating any faithor unfaith whatever. Its alters are neither He-
braic, Muslim nor Christyian, but simply Masonic. 

   It is not the apostle of any particular form of government, not the advocateof any particular political faith. It is the Apostle, 
the Preacher, the Advocate of Truth alone, and not as the creed of any man, or party, or multitude of men.It will not descend 
from the high places on which it sits enthroned, to engage in controversies and polemics, to become to organ of a party, an 
agent to effect political changes, or a schoolmaster to teach rudimentary lessons or a particular class of political , governmen-
tal, or economical ideas. If wisely conceivedand carefully expressed, all these may be applications of Masonry ; but they are 
not Masonry itself. 

  Freemasonry is advancement toward the light, on all the lines of progress, moral, intellectual and spiritual. 

Fraternally, 

Roger Bibb    
Master of Kadosh  

From the Master of Kadosh 
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D 
aneka is an enjoyable 4-year-old girl who started treatment at the San Jose 

Scottish Rite Childhood Language Disorders Clinic due to difficulties with 

receptive and expressive language and articulation skills. She had received 

treatment with the state funded program, Early Start, but continued to need help after she 

was discharged at three years of age. Her parents brought her to the clinic because they 

were concerned that she could not find words to tell them what she wanted and was 

easily frustrated when she spoke because she was not understood. 

A complete battery of tests was given to Daneka to determine the areas of need with her 

speech and language skills. Testing revealed that she did not readily negotiate her 

environment with expressive language but preferred to interact with gestures. The 

complexity of her language was reduced and her grammar was sometimes inaccurate. 

She also had mild difficulty following directions with age-appropriate linguistic 

concepts. Her articulation skills were generally within normal limits with the exception 

of /s/-blends. A specialized treatment plan was put together to address Daneka’s speech 

and language needs. In addition, her parents were encouraged to enroll Daneka in a 

preschool program to improve her use of language to interact with peers and other adults. 

Initially, Daneka was shy during treatment sessions. She often refused to participate but 

her mother noted that “Rachel helped her build trust and friendship fast which boosted 

Daneka’s confidence and eased her anxiety.” Daneka worked on her therapy goals in play-based activities as well 

as in more structured table-top tasks. After enrollment in therapy, Daneka’s parents have found that “It’s a lot 

easier to communicate. She enjoys talking more. She likes to find out what new words mean and how to say 

them.” Daneka was recently discharged from therapy because she met all of her speech and language goals! Her 

family has had a “very positive experience. It’s very helpful with all communication issues and it’s helped Daneka 

immensely with confidence in speech, confidence in learning, and also with her self-esteem.”  

From the Clinic! 

Clinic Director's Message for June 2012 
 

D uring the month of April, we completed 211 treatment hours, about 10 % more hours 
than in March.  A total of 53 children received speech and language therapy.  We also 

carried out one screening evaluation.  We added one child to our caseload and were able to 
decrease another child’s treatment from twice per week to once per week due to progress 
made.   

I have been asked what the phrase “screening evaluation” means.  An evaluation is conduct-
ed to determine if a child who exhibits speech and/or language delays or disorders is in need 
of our services.  If the determination is made that a child is not an appropriate candidate for therapy at our 
clilnic, we may refer his/her parents to another institution that may be of help.  

We continue to seek financial donations so that we may continue to provide excellent service to the community.  
Although our services are free, running the clinic costs approximately $19,600 per month at our current level of 
service.  Therefore, your donations would be greatly appreciated.    

Thanks to each of you for your help for and support of our Clinic.  

Durward C. Ayre  
Durward C. Ayre, 32° KCCH 

Clinic Director 
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Shut Ins 

John Knight 3400 Paul Sweet Rd. #C-129  -  Santa Cruz, CA.  95065- 1537 ************** 

Wyatt Sawyer 14500 Fruitvale Ave. #2253  -  Saratoga , CA. 95070-6179 408-741-7306 

Alvin Wong Cards to:  1163 Carolyn Ave.  San Jose, CA.  95125-3223 
408-293-6583 

Visitors welcome ! 

Robert Gass       VA Nursing Home Care,  ************ 

Greg LaFavor 6700 Buggywhip Ct.,  San Jose, CA  95120 408-268-5847 

Don Yeager 702 S. Mary,  Sunnyvale, CA 94087-1602 408-720-8069 

Permanent Shut Ins 

Please remember to notify us when 

 a fellow Brother is ill, in need, or has 

passed to the other shore. We are not 

 always contacted in a timely manner. 

Scottish Rite is here to assist!  

Please feel free to call anytime!  

(408) 978-7483 

 

  
Special thanks to 

all the brothers who 
helped in present-
ing all of the ROTC  

certificates &  
medals at the 

schools! 

PLEASE SUPPORT 

THE RITE WORD! 

Our Thoughts and Prayers 
go to the family of  

Mrs. Marilyn Schmidt  
who passed  May1st !  

She will be missed! 

Reminders: 

June Dress Code 

 is Casual 

July is Tux for all  

attending  

(GM Reception) 

August Dress 

Code is Casual.  

HAPPY 70TH BIRTHDAY  ROBERT ROWAN ! June 1st 
LOVE YA 

LOTS ! 

AA 
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DONATIONS To FOUNDATION  

 
 

IN MEMORY OF 

 ♥ MRS. MARILYN SCHMIDT ♥ 

By * BRO. & MRS. WAYNE A. ROSE,  32˚ * 

By: * BRO. & MRS. ROBERT ROWAN 

 

We, the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation  
(TIN 94-2541623), hereby certify that all funds  

received on the behalf of the San Jose Scottish Rite Foun-
dation, The Children’s Language  Disorders Clinic, and/
or the San Jose Scottish Rite Scholarship funds are used 
for charitable purposes only and the donor receives no 

goods or services in return  for  their donation.* 

 

‘2012’ Honor Board Members 
 

        

   Make your contribution to the 

              San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies   

    and have your name included on the    

“Honor Roll”.   

 

Your annual gift of $100.00 or more will help the San Jose  

Lodge of  Perfection, Chapter Rose Croix, Council of 

Kadosh and Consistory reach the level necessary to  

provide quality events for our future success.  
 
 

* BRO. ROBERT LAWS * 

* BRO. DURWARD AYRE * 

 * BRO. GEORGE ALLEN JR. * 

 * BRO. RICHARD FISHER. * 

0

5,000

10,000

15,000

20,000

25,000

30,000

Oct thru May

2012 Clinic Appeal

Donations

Annual Goal

Thank You For Your Generosity... 

 

 
 
 

Donations  To  CLINIC  
 

IN MEMORY OF 

 * ILL. GEORGE HESSE 33˚ 

* BRO. JOHN FLETCHER 32˚  
 

       By : BRO. & MRS. ROYCE FORD 33˚ 
 

IN HONOR OF 

ILL. LEO MARK 33˚  
 

         By : BRO. & MRS. DEE AYRE 32˚ KCCH 
 

IN MEMORY OF 

♥ *MRS. MARILYN SCHMIDT*  ♥ 

By: MRS. ANGELA ATHANS 
By: ILL. RICHARD & MRS. FISHER 

By: BRO. ELDRED LEHEUP 

 

IN HONOR OF 

~SAN JOSE LANGUAGE DISORDERS CLINIC ~ 

JULY, 1, 1987 - JULY 1, 2012 

25 YEARS IN OPERATION 

DEDICATED TO THE LANGUANGE CHALLENGED CHILD 
  

    ♥ BY: MRS. KATHIE RUNCIE ♥ 

   (FOR TEACHING MATERIALS) 

Donations  To  BODIES  
 

Bro. George Allen 

Every bit counts! 
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REGIONAL ORIENT MEMBERSHIP AMBASSADOR MESSAGE 
 

S cottish Rite membership is our key to success.  It is built on Faith, Hope and Charity.  We must 
not lull ourselves into thinking that we need not replace the membership losses that we suffer 

through deaths, demits and those members who have been suspended for non-payment of dues.  
New members are essential. 
 

Every devoted Scottish Rite Mason is a resource who can and should talk about our great and an-
cient Order to those who are worthy and well-qualified.  Masonic history is untainted by crime or cru-
elty.  Masons have always has been devoted to the discovery of the truth and our fidelity to principle 
is unquestionable.  Masonic history and principle are our selling points! 
 

Appoint a chairman in charge of retention to contact those members who have not paid their dues.  Have him ask why.  
Ask him to find out if there is something that can be done to retain these members.  
 

Appoint a chairman in charge of reinstatement.  The brethren should know of our constant and tireless search after truth 
and the fostering care bestowed on education. 
 

A great philosopher has said that "One truth discovered is immortal, and entitles its author to be so; for, like a new sub-
stance in nature, it cannot be destroyed." 
 

Masonry has ever been engaged in discovering new truths.  In endeavoring to preserve from obscurity the old truths that 
make our institution worthy of immortal honor, we perform the sacred work of brotherly love, relief and truth. 
  

Even though at times we are weary, we must step down heavily on the membership accelerator pedal.  Upon our ancient 
and honorable Order and each of our members lies the responsibility of preserving intact the sacred privilege of helping 
our Fraternity continue to seek and champion truth through growing our membership.  
 

Durward C. Ayre 

Durward C. Ayre 32° KCCH / MC 
Regional Orient Membership Ambassador for the Valleys of San Jose, Fresno and San Francisco in California 

 

 

T here are a number of Rose-Croix degrees differing in a measure from each other in the 

work and in their teachings.  The Alchemical or Hermetic Masons are taught a differ-

ent degree in all respects from the so-called Christian Rose-Croix, and they again differ 

from the universal, tolerant, and more acceptable teachings.  The following words of one of 

the most eminent students of  Masonry, and an ardent admirer of the A. and A. Rite, may 

be quoted here: 

If anywhere brethren of a particular religious belief have been excluded from this degree, it merely shows how 

gravely the plans and purposes of Masonry may be misunderstood, for whenever the door of any one degree is 

closed against him who believes in one God and the soul's immortality, on account of the other tenants of his 

faith, that degree is no longer Masonry, which is universal, but some other thing, that is exclusive, and accord-

ingly intolerant.  Each degree erects a platform on which the Israelite, the Mohammedan, the Buddhist, and the 

Christian may stand side by side and hand in hand.  One language is spoken in common, the language of the 

Scottish Rite of Masonry, which speaks directly to the heart.   

 Till next time-  

Jack Harris 
Jack Harris 

Wise Master. 

From the Wise Master 
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“ Stated Meeting & Dinner ”  

 Tuesday, June 8th, 2012 

June Menu 
 

~Assorted Appetizers 

~Smoked Center Cut Pork Loin 

w/apple sauce 

Scalloped Potatoes 

Baby Carrots 

Mixed Green Salad 

Freshly baked rolls w/butter 

Dessert 

************** 

~ Please be sure to call for 
 your reservations !  

 

$15.00 - per person - With Reservations. 

$20.00 ~ Without! 

Please  be sure to call or e-mail your  

reservations! We need to account for the  

number of people, with the  

caterer, 2-3 days in advance!  

Thank you!   

 Regards, Angela Athans 

angel66542@aol.com   

(408) 978-7483 
 

Please be sure to request a vegetarian  
meal if needed ! 

 F
ro

m
 t
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 L
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S
id

e ..
. 
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 Replace the ‘U’ with ‘YOU’ ! 

  Join with your Bothers at this Fall Reunion! 

   Support San Jose Membership by sponsoring a new member ! 
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Future Scottish Rite Events 
 
 

 

Tuesday June 12th ~ Stated Meeting @ 6:00 PM 
Followed by Dinner @ 7:00 PM  (CASUAL DRESS FOR JUNE! 

 
Wednesday July 4th ~ Independence Day ~ Office will be closed 

 
Tuesday July 10th ~ Stated Meeting @ 6:00 PM 

Followed by Reception for the Grand Master and a Festive Board @ 7:00 PM 
(This is a Formal affair and Reservations are REQUIRED!)   


