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Greetings Brethren All,  

We realize and understand that life’s circumstances don't always permit some of us to attend lodge. Your 
engagement with us is always appreciated. History has a beginning, a middle and someday, an end. We can 
all choose where we spend our time and talents. I choose the middle. How about you? 

In that spirit, I call upon and charge you all to write a paper. It can be a few sentences or a few pages, but 
favor us with an article on education, history, personal experiences, anecdotes or any other subject that 
can enrich our Great Valley, your Brothers and the community. Feel free to let your thoughts take you 
where they will. The best way to have a good idea is to have lots of ideas. We are much more creative then we give ourselves 
credit for. Free your mind today and see how many interesting ideas you can come up with. Even if it turns out that none of 
them have practical value, we will still benefit from the creativity you set free. Learning is a treasure that will follow us every-
where. Some of us have spent years in school, some of us have shelves full of books, some of us seek advice and counsel of 
experts, some of us try to find answers on our own. We stop learning when we stop asking questions and looking for the 
answers. Masons never need to stop learning. Freemasons don't think of learning as a formal education. It is something we 
do every day. Seize the power of Brotherly love by action. We are grateful for all you do. 

Please submit your papers to me directly at floralone4u@yahoo.com  

Your paper will be fully accredited unless you don't wish to have your name published in the Rite Word. 

Quote of the day "Happiness is a perfume you can not pour on others without getting a few drops on yourself." 

Fraternally, 

Joseph DaSilva, 32° KCCH 

From The Secretary’s Table………. 
Brethren, 

Here is a brief update on the happenings at San Jose Scottish Rite: 

 

 Welcome back to Brother Walt Cooley who has been absent for a number of years. 

 Welcome to our new members who completed their degrees in November and are now joining in 

our activities. 

 Thank you to 80% of our members who have remitted their dues in a timely manner.  (If you have not fulfilled your 

dues obligation, won’t you please do so soon?) 

 Welcome to our newly installed Officers for 2014.  If you missed attending the installation ceremony, you missed a 

great evening with much interest and fellowship.    FRATERNALLY,  Bob Rowan—General Secretary 

From the Venerable Master 

mailto:floralone4u@yahoo.com
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“ FEBRUARY  DONATIONS ““ FEBRUARY  DONATIONS ““ FEBRUARY  DONATIONS “   

Bro. Robert Laws 

“ In Memory Of  
Bro.Larry Pedersen 32˚  

 

 

Mrs. Kathryn Runcie 

To the Clinic for teaching materials 
 

Mrs. Virgina L. Basset 

“ In Memory Of  
Bro.Gene Bassett 32˚ KCCH 

 

Bro.Mervin Yue 32˚  

To the Clinic 

 

Bro. Mrs.Carey Atwood 

In Memory of Bro. Joe Vargas 
 

 

SSS   pecial Thanks go to those members pecial Thanks go to those members pecial Thanks go to those members    

                     who have made donations who have made donations who have made donations    

                                    included with their dues payments. included with their dues payments. included with their dues payments.    

                                                                              Without your Without your Without your    

                                                participation, our various participation, our various participation, our various    

                                       philanthropies could not exist.philanthropies could not exist.philanthropies could not exist.   
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We, the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation  
(TIN 94-2541623), hereby certify that all funds  

received on the behalf of the San Jose Scottish Rite 
Foundation,  

The Children’s Language  Disorders 
 Clinic, and/or the San Jose Scottish Rite Scholarship 

funds are used for charitable  
purposes only and the donor receives no goods  

or services in return  for their donation.* 

2014 Honor Roll Board 
   Make your contribution to the San Jose  
Scottish Rite Bodies  and have your name  

included on the “Honor Roll”.   

Your annual gift of $100.00 or more will help the 
San Jose Lodge of  Perfection,  

Chapter Rose Croix, Council of Kadosh and  
Consistory reach the level necessary to provide 

quality events for our future success.  

 

2014 
HONOR ROLL 

 

Ill. Durward Ayre 33˚ Bro. Robert Laws 32˚ Ill. Richard Myers 33˚ Bro. George Allen 32˚ 

 
 

 

 Rite Word Support  

for 2014 
 
 

 

Your donations for the Rite Word are Instrumental 
in helping make a meaningful communication! 

 

Limited Advertising is now available.   

Call the Secretary for information. 
Bro. Robert Rowan 

(408) 978-7483 
 

RITE WORD 



Ill. Frank Loui, 33° P.G.M.   

Deputy of the Supreme Council in California,  

 Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite 

  Southern Jurisdiction, U.S.A. 

Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33° 
Sovereign Grand Commander 

 Supreme Council  A.A.S.R.   

Washington, D.C. 

2014 - Lodge of Perfection 

Venerable Master Bro. Joseph DaSilva, 32° KCCH 831-635-9749 

Senior Warden Bro. Jack Harris, 32° KCCH 408-314-6124 

Junior Warden Bro. Tom Bergevin, 32° 408-985-5996 

Master of Ceremonies Bro. Hank Vlcek, 32° 408-578-6208 

Captain of the Host Bro. Martin Maxey, 32° 831-402-4903 

      2014 - Chapter of Rose Croix 

Wise Master Bro. Wolfgang Lochner 32° 408-505-1822 

Senior Warden Bro. Cordell H. Bleiler, 32° KCCH 650-948-1400 

Junior Warden Bro. Brandon Duenas, 32° 408-763-7696 

Master of Ceremonies Bro. Ion Vasilescu, 32° 408-371-7172 

Guardian of the Temple Bro. Charles Cowden, 32° KCCH 831-685-3416 

2014- Council of Kadosh 

Commander Bro. Randy Downey, 32° KCCH 408-674-8341 

1st Lt Commander Bro. Will Montoya, 32° 408-274-1137 

2nd Lt Commander Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

Marshal of Ceremonies Bro. Jose Pulido, 32° 408-205-6432 

Lt of the Guard Bro. Darren Eastman, 32° 650-215-3313 

2014 San Jose Consistory 

Master of Kadosh Bro. Gregg A. Hall, 32° 408 -656-2459 

Prior Bro. Richard Rosenberg, 32° 650-494-8792 

Preceptor Bro. H. “Bud” Ramsey, 32° KCCH 408-838-3730 

Marshal of Ceremonies Bro. Shaker Nazer, 32° 408-554-9234 

Captain of the Guard Bro. Bill Mattson, 32° 408-771-1872 

2014- General Officers 

Personal Representative Ill. Kenneth G. Nagel, 33° 510-468-9864 

Assist. to the Personal Representative Ill. Richard A. Meyers,  33°  408-264-0277 

Treasurer Bro. James Arnold, 32° 408-859-7523 

General Secretary Bro. Robert Rowan, 32° KCCH 408-945-5941 

Prelate Bro. Mike Sloan, 32° 408-365-8266 

Almoner Bro. Alan Spalding, 32° KCCH 408-259-2523 

Orator/Librarian Bro. David Kimball 32° KCCH 408-836-6792 

Tiler Bro. Bryant Day, 32º 408-256-2766 

Clinic Director Bro. Robert D. Rowan, 32° KCCH 408-945-5941 

Club Liaison Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

Director of Ceremonies Bro. Charles Cowden, 32° KCCH 831-685-3416 

Assist. Director of Ceremonies   

San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies 

Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry 

Directors of the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation 

President Ill. Kenneth G. Nagel, 33° 510-468-9864 

Treasurer Bro. James Arnold, 32° 408-859-7523 

Secretary Bro. Robert Rowan, 32° KCCH 408-945-5941 

Director (exp 9/30/2016) Ill. Richard Fisher,  33° 408-779-4088 

Director (exp 9/30/2016) Bro. Hal Leister 32° KCCH 408-846-9788 

Director (exp 9/30/2014) Bro. David Knapp, 32° 408-298-3838 

Director (exp 9/30/2014) Bro. H. “Bud” Ramsey, 32° KCCH 408-838-3730 

Director (exp 9/30/2015) Bro. Jack Harris, 32° KCCH 408-314-6124 

Director (exp 9/30/2015) Bro. Randy Downey, 32° KCCH 408-674-8341 

Venerable Master Bro. Joseph DaSilva, 32° KCCH 831-635-9749 

Wise Master Bro. Wolfgang Lochner 32° 408-505-1822 

Commander Bro. Randy Downey, 32° KCCH 408-674-8341 

Master of Kadosh Bro. Gregg A. Hall, 32° 408 -656-2459 

Assist. To the Personal Representative Ill. Richard A. Meyers,  33°  408-264-0277 
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The Bodies of the Ancient and  

Accepted Scottish Rite, sitting in the 

Valley of San Jose, in the Orient of 

California, acknowledge and yield all 

allegiance to the Supreme Council 

(Mother Council of the World) of the 

Inspectors General, Knights 

 Commander of the House of the Tem-

ple of Solomon of the Thirty Third 

Degree of the Ancient and Accepted 

Scottish Rite of freemasonry for the 

Southern Jurisdiction of the United 

States of America. 
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2013 Clinic Appeal

Donations

Annual Goal

We can do better in 2014 
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From the Clinic! 

THE RITE WORD 

F iona is an adorable five year old girl who has been seen at our clinic for a severe articulation disor-

der since last May. Fiona is a joy to work with. She laughs easily and loves to tell stories about her 

friends and family. Her articulation skills have blossomed since she first began treatment and her intel-

ligibility has improved dramatically.  

Prior to Fiona starting speech and language treatment at our clinic, she was very difficult to understand, 

even for her parents. Her mom said that she could understand her most of the time, but her dad fre-

quently did not understand her or needed me to ‘interpret’. Family friends that saw her regularly since birth couldn’t understand her. 

Her pre-school teacher felt it limited her social interactions. Her peers often corrected her speech [and] she would not initiate play”.  

During the past nine months Fiona has worked on a variety of sounds such as /l/, /sh/, /k,g/ and her vowels. Her mother has definitely 

noticed an improvement as “She initiates play and conversations. She participates more in class and with adult conversations. At 

home her dad understands her better, [and] her peers correct her less.” The impact of treatment on Fiona’s daily life has been signifi-

cant, “She is more able to enjoy age appropriate activities, such as going to a friend’s house for a playdate, without the worry she will 

not be understood if she needed something.”  

Fiona’s mother truly appreciates our services, “My child is treated with kindness, respect, professionalism and as an important indi-

vidual. Thank you so much [to everyone] that makes these services possible! It literally changes lives. Thank you to the amazing, 

caring and empathetic staff and all their ‘tricks’ to help children.”   We are very proud of you Fiona! Keep up the great work! 

A Message From the Commander ….. 
In March, we celebrate St. Patrick’s Day, a time which honors the Patron Saint of Ireland.  Much of his life is the 
subject of conjecture, and even the dates of his life are uncertain, other than that he lived in the mid to late 5 th Cen-
tury.   Born in Great Britain and originally taken as a slave to Ireland, he subsequently escaped and later returned to 
the Emerald Isle as a missionary.  He later served as a bishop, and has been termed, at one point, the Bishop of Ar-
magh, Primate of all Ireland.   

St. Patrick is credited with using the shamrock to illustrate the doctrine of the holy trinity, which explains in large 
part the use of the shamrock as a symbol of St. Patrick’s Day.  Of course, the most famous legend surrounding St. 
Patrick is his banishment of all snakes from Ireland.  Scientific evidence tells us that there never were any snakes in post-glacial Ireland, 
but that has never deterred the legend from perpetuating itself.  Many theories exist as to how he became associated with this legend, but 
none can be proven over any other.   

St. Patrick is buried at Down Cathedral, Downpatrick, County Down, Northern Ireland. This has special significance to me, as it is the 
country from which my ancestors emigrated in the early 19th century.    

March 17, widely accepted as the date of his death, marks the annual recurrence of St. Patrick’s Day.  Throughout Ireland, it is a day of 
solemnity, and a holy day of obligation, but also a day of celebration.  Feasts and parades are held in his honor each year.   

In the United States, of course, St. Patrick’s Day is a day to celebrate one’s Irish heritage – whether or not one is actually Irish.  It is a 
festive occasion, a day of libations and joy, a day for the “wearin’ of the green”, and of less than successful attempts to speak with an Irish 
accent.  It is, to put it simply, a reason to have a party. 

So be with us at our March stated meeting, as we take the chance to celebrate the Irish in all of us. 

Erin go Bragh (Ireland Forever) 

Randy Downey, 32°  KCCH 
Commander 
Council of Kadosh 

Friend and Benefactor of our Rite Care Clinic 

Kinley Richard is a graduate of Arizona State University, taught briefly in Arizona, and then spent the next 36 years 
teaching in the Sunnyvale, CA school district. 

Richard has made a significant contribution to the Rite Care Clinic, in Memory of  his parents, Virgil and Elizabeth 
Richard. Virgil was a Mason and Elizabeth was a schoolteacher. 

It is through the generosity of men like Richard that our Clinic is able to continue and expand its work of serving and 
helping children and their families. Thank you, Richard! 
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Would you like to  
advertise your Business? 

 

Contact the General Secretary :   

Robert Rowan - 408-978-7483 

Business Card -  $20  per month / $200 per year 

 1/4 Page - $40 per month / $400 per year 

  1/2 Page - $80 per month / $800 per year 

      Full Page - $160 per month / $1600 per year 

YOUR  

COMPANY ! 
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Alvin Wong 
1163 Carolyn Ave.   

San Jose, CA.  95125-3223 

408-293-6583 
Visitors welcome ! 

Robert Gass       

c/o : VA Nursing Home Care 
Rm.258 

 4951 Arroyo Rd.  

Livermore, CA 94550-9650 

************ 

Raymond Ruhland 
5068 Trenary Way, 

San Jose, CA. 95118-2626 

408-224-4335 

Visitors most  
welcome! 

Jack Harris 
1066 Camino Ramon 

San Jose, CA. 95125 

408-314-6124 

Calls/visitors 

Welcome! 

Greg LaFavor 
6700 Buggywhip Ct. 

  San Jose, CA  95120 
408-268-5847 

Orville Hanel 
800 Blossom Hill Rd. 

San Jose ,  CA.   95032-3575          

408/365-0805 

Would like  
visitors please! 

THE RITE WORD 

Permanent Shut Ins 

Please remember those brothers that are shut in. A friendly call or note from a fellow brother would  be  

a warm and appreciated  gesture. Though, they cannot  always be present  , they are certainly not  

out of mind. We wish them all the best. God Bless. 

Please remember to notify us when a fellow Brother is ill, in need,  

or has passed to the other shore.  

We are not always contacted in a timely manner. Scottish Rite is here to assist!   

         Please feel free to call anytime!  (408) 978-7483 

 

Called from Labor 
 

Bro. Nimrod Conn 32˚ and Sojourner  -  2/13/2014 

Bro. Edward Allen 32˚ -  10/14/2013 
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The Meaning and Process of  HONORS 
 

M any of our newer members, and probably some older ones, too,  have wondered why there are so many different 
Scottish Rite caps, what they stand for, and how do I get one? The Supreme Council of Scottish Rite Masonry, South-

ern Jurisdiction, may, at it’s discretion, bestow HONORS to deserving members. These Honors cannot be asked for or ex-
pected as reward for contributions made to the Scottish Rite, Masonry or any other bodies. They are bestowed in recogni-
tion of achievement. 
 
The first is the Knight Commander Court of Honor (KCCH) and is invested. Those members so invested are recognized by 
a Red Cap. These invested brothers remain 32° Masons, because the KCCH is not a Degree—it is an Honor. A recipient of 
the KCCH is told that the “honor is given not for what you have done, but for what you will do.” It is bestowed upon 
Brothers deserving recognition for faithful service to the Rite, and are chosen by the Supreme Council to receive this rank 
and designation. Though there is an expectation that the recipient will continue to provide the fraternity with “above and 
beyond” service, a member of the Knight Commander Court of Honor  is not invested, by virtue of the honor alone, with 
any authority or positioning above that held  by any other 32° Mason. It is one of the great Honors in Scottish Rite Masonry 
to be so designated. If you have to ask what you need to do to qualify for one—you probably will never receive one. 
 
The second is the 33rd and final Degree of Scottish Rite Freemasonry, which is an Honorary Degree. Members having been 
conferred this Honor are distinguished by a White Cap. Though it can only be bestowed as an Honor, the 33° is an actual 
Degree and therefore is conferred in a tiled Lodge of 33° Masons. Those selected to receive the 33° have often been those 
whose involvement in Masonry in general, and Scottish Rite in particular, has been vast and shown leadership. Though those 
in administrative leadership positions in the Scottish Rite are generally selected from 33° members, having been honored 
with the 33° does not, in itself, invest the recipient  with any authority or position of superiority over any other member of 
the Scottish Rite. It represents recognition worthy of respect only. No Honor will ever be bestowed upon any person who 
seeks it or desires to receive it. The main reason for this is that the work for which a member may be recognized, should be 
done by the member simply because it is the right thing to do—and not with hope or expectation of recognition, reward or 
compensation.  

A Message From The Wise Master 

T his month I will give you a heads up for April. Event scheduling in April is tight, and we have to look into 
completing reservations before you may have a chance to receive the April Rite Word. 

Since olden times, man has observed in ceremonies certain events that have their actual timing based on our sky and 
stars: solstice and equinoxes. They can be found in old pagan rites and in beliefs of many ages, in the mysteries of 
Stonehenge, in the design of the Egyptian pyramids and right up to our own times, represented in ceremonies such 
as the Jewish Passover and the Christian Easter ceremonies  

April is the time for us to celebrate our Maundy Thursday, also known as the Ceremony of Remembrance and Renewal. Timed around 
Spring Equinox and Easter, it is in no way a reference to any particular belief. In California, we often forget that around this time is 
where large parts of the western tradition world will see the awakening from a sometimes long and dark winter. It is a moment where we 
look back to the dark days of winter, where we clean our houses, repair winter’s damages and re-plant the gardens. We think about the 
hardships and losses we went through during those tough winter times, and are looking forward to a great year again. Our Scottish Rite 
ceremony is just that, but for us, for our thoughts, our soul, and with some refreshments served, our body.  

The word Maundy has its origins in the Latin work “mandatum”, a command or commandment. While Maundy Thursday is not an ob-
ligatory event any more, I do hope that most of you will either in person or in spirit share this moment with us. We will convene on 
Thursday, April 17th at 7 pm here at the Scottish Rite Temple, in a public event to observe Maundy Thursday and watch our ritual team 
perform this solemn ceremony for us and our guests. 

Saturday, April 19th will be our first “casual” wine tasting event, on the spring “Passport Day”. For those that missed last month’s article: 
it is a non-catered event visiting small wineries in the Santa Cruz mountains. As such, we’ll have to limit the amount of participants, but 
we will have several of these events around the four Passport Days (www.scmwa.com) this year. Please make reservations directly with 

me at (408) 505 1822 if you are interested in discovering some of our wine making gems in the Santa Cruz Mountains.  

Wolfgang Lochner 

 

http://www.scmwa.com
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MARCH MENU 

“Mardi Gras Theme” 

~Lite Appetizers~ 
 

*  Jambalaya  

With Chicken and Sausage  
* Red Beans and Rice  

* Corn Soufflé 

* Cajun Pork Loin Roast 

* Fresh Cajun Spiced Green Beans 

With Pecans and Bacon 

* Mixed Green Salad 

* Fresh Baked Rolls with butter 

* Dessert 
 

$15.00 per person -With Reservations 

$20.00  Per Person Without! 

 

Vegetarian Dish upon request ! 

 

Call Angela or email: 

adathans@gmail.com 

or 

aathans@sanjosescottishrite.org 

(408) 978-7483 office 

 

 “Our Sweethearts!” 

February 11, 2014 
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:San Jose Scottish Rite Reunion 

Spring Reunion (2014) Schedule 

Friday, April 11 

5:30 – 6:00 pm Registration, Individual Photo, Cap Sizing 

6:00 – 6:30 pm Open Lodge of Perfection and Class  
   Orientation  

6:30 – 7:15 pm Dinner (Lodge of Perfection to host) 

7:15 – 8:15 pm Confer 4th Degree 

8:15 – 9:20 pm Communicate 5th – 8th Degrees 

9:20 – 9:30 pm Break 

9:30 – 10:15 pm Confer 9th/10th Degree 

10:15 pm  Close LOP/Class Dismissed  
   (Badges to Tiler) 

Saturday, April 12 

9:30 – 10:00 am Open Lodge of Perfection/Communicate 
   11th Degree 

10:00 – 10:40 am Confer 12th Degree 

10:40 – 10:50 am Break  

10:50 – 11:15 am Communicate 13th Degree 

11:15 – 12:00 pm Confer 14th Degree/Close LOP 

12:00 – 12:45 pm Lunch (Chapter Rose Croix to host) 

12:45 – 12:50 pm Open Chapter Rose Croix 

12:50 – 2:00 pm Communicate 15th - 17th Degrees 

2:00 – 3:30 pm Confer 18th Degree/Close Chapter 

3:30 pm  Class Dismissed (Badges to Tiler) 

Friday, May 2 

6:00 – 6:45 pm Dinner (Council of Kadosh to host) 

6:45 – 6:50 pm Open Council of Kadosh 

6:50 – 7:35 pm Confer 19th Degree 

7:35 – 7:45 pm Break 

7:45 – 8:30 pm Communicate 20th – 21st Degrees 

8:30 – 9:00 pm Confer 22nd Degree 

9:00 – 9:45 pm Communicate 23rd – 24th Degrees 

9:45 pm  Close Council/Class Dismissed  
   (Badges to Tiler) 

Saturday, May 3 

9:00 – 10:20 am Open Council of Kadosh/Communicate 
    25th – 28th Degrees 

10:20 – 10:30 am Break 

10:30 – 11:45 pm Confer 29th Degree 

11:45 – 12:00 pm Class Photo 

12:00 – 12:45 pm Lunch (Council of Kadosh to host) 

12:45 – 1:45 pm Confer 30th Degree/Close Council 

1:45 pm  Class Dismissed (Badges to Tiler) 

Tuesday, May 6 

6:00 – 6:45 pm Dinner (Consistory to host) 

6:45 – 7:30 pm Open Consistory and Communicate 31st 
   Degree 

7:30 – 9:00 pm Confer 32nd Degree/Close Consistory 

9:00 pm  Class Dismissed (Badges to Tiler) 

T he new Officers of the bodies now 
have one meeting behind us, and it 

was a pleasure to see so many of them in 
attendance.  However, one of the Consis-
tory officers was missing. Brother Richard 
Rosenberg had a bicycle accident and was 
in the hospital.  Please keep him in your prayers as he recuper-
ates. 

On March 30th, we will be taking a fun trip to see the USS 
Hornet in Alameda and afterwards we will drive around the 
base and go to Rosenblum Cellars for some wine tasting.  You 
can attend both or only one if you so choose as well.  The 
cost of the Hornet visit is $12 or $10 for seniors.  The cost of 
the wine tasting is $15.  Please make your reservation with 
Angela.  All tickets must be reserved and paid in advance so 
we can get the group rate.  Deadline is March 26th to sign up. 

Finally the Spring Reunion is coming up quickly.  Have you 
talked to your lodge brothers about Scottish Rite?  We put an 
awful lot of effort into the reunions and last time we only had 
5 candidates. If we could just get 10% of you to find someone 
that is interested in the Scottish Rite, we could have a class of 
80!  Someone helped you to join, so pay it forward and help 
someone new from your lodge to join. 

Fraternally,   

Gregg Hall, 32° 

 From the Master of Kadosh 
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 Replace the ‘U’ with ‘YOU’ ! 

  Join with your Brothers at the Spring Reunion! 

April 11-12 / May 2-3 / May 6, 2014  

Support San Jose Membership  

by sponsoring a new member ! 

Application can be downloaded from our website.  

                                                        Sanjosescottishrite.org 
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Future Scottish Rite Events 
 

Tuesday March 11th ~ Stated Meeting  @ 6:00 PM 

Followed by Dinner — 25/50 Year Pin Presentations  

Tuesday March 25th - All Officers’ Council @ 7:00 PM 

Sunday March 30th— Scottish Rite  Tour of the USS Hornet 

 

Tuesday April 8th ~ Stated Meeting  @ 6:00 PM 

Followed by Dinner  

Friday-Saturday April 11-12th  ~ Scottish Rite Spring Reunion 

Thursday April 17th ~ Maundy Thursday Service 

Tuesday April 22nd - All Officers’ Council @ 7:00 PM 

 

Friday-Saturday May 2-3rd  ~ Scottish Rite Spring Reunion 

Tuesday May 27th ~ SJSR Foundation Board Meeting  @  5:30 PM 

 


