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B rethren, 

Is it November all ready?  Where has the year gone?  I recall as a child, the year was 

delineated by the beginning and ending of the school year.  Like most kids, I really enjoyed 

summer vacation. It really created a bookmark to each new year.  As an adult, the years all 

now seem to blend together without that distinct beginning, middle, and end.  The holiday 

season is where I find myself lifting my head from my daily toils and wondering what sort of 

time warp I'm in.  It is comforting to know that this time of year will bring ample oppor-

tunity to celebrate the season with family, friends, and brothers. 

Election of Officers will be held in our blue lodges this month,  installation dates finalized, and the transition of 

leadership will take place.  Election of Officers for Scottish Rite will happening soon as well.  I look forward to 

these, along with the many other celebrations, coming up  to help bookmark the year for me.  Please, take this 

time of year to reflect on the bounty that we receive. 

One of the hallmarks of our Valley is our strong link to the community.  We will again be honoring our military 

at our Stated Meeting dinner.  Please be there of this very special night as we recognize the dedicated men and 

women that serve our great nation. 

Another hallmark is our link to many Masonic traditions.  In December, we will celebrate Saint John, the Evange-

list, one of our Patron Saints.  Bro. Chuck Cowden will be chairing a Night of Instruction on December 6, 

2016.   These are always well attended and the topics have a very broad range of interests.  I would encourage 

you to attend if you've not had the chance.  The meals are always excellent and the fellowship meaningful. 
 

Tom Bergevin 
Venerable Master

From the Venerable Master 
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We, the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation( TIN 94-2541623), hereby  
certify that all funds received on the behalf of the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation,  

The Children’s Language  Disorders Clinic, and/or the San Jose Scottish Rite  
Scholarship funds are used for charitable purposes only and the donor receives no goods  

or services in return  for their donation.* 

Donations 



Ill. Frank Loui, 33° P.G.M.   

Sovereign Grand Inspector  

General in California,  

 Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite 

  Southern Jurisdiction, U.S.A. 

Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33° 
Sovereign Grand Commander 

 Supreme Council  A.A.S.R.   

Washington, D.C. 

2016 - Lodge of Perfection 

Venerable Master Bro. Tom Bergevin, 32° 408-985-5996 

Senior Warden Bro. Martin Maxey, 32° 831-402-4903 

Junior Warden Bro. Randy Downey, 32° KCCH 408-674-8341 

Master of Ceremonies Bro. Gregg A. Hall, 32° KCCH 408 -656-2459 

Captain of the Host Bro. Wolfgang Lochner, 32° KCCH 408-505-1822 

      2016 - Chapter of Rose Croix 

Wise Master Bro. Brandon Duenas, 32° 408-763-7696 

Senior Warden Bro. Ion Vasilescu, 32° 408-371-7172 

Junior Warden Bro. Charles Cowden, 32° KCCH 831-685-3416 

Master of Ceremonies Bro. Kerem Kapkin, 32°  831-334-4041 

Guardian of the Temple Bro. Laurentiu Murgu, 32°  408-755-0079 

2016- Council of Kadosh 

Commander Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

1st Lt Commander Bro. Richard Bartlett, 32° 831-331-3342 

2nd Lt Commander Bro. Cordell Bleiler, 32° KCCH 650-948-1400 

Marshal of Ceremonies Bro. Charles Colman, 32° 408-972-5101 

Lt of the Guard Bro. Bill Mattson, 32° 408-771-1872 

2016 San Jose Consistory 

Master of Kadosh Bro. JR McGovert, 32° 408-258-3700 

Prior Bro. Mark Burger, 32° 831-373-1094 

Preceptor Bro. TJ Jackson, 32° 408-230-6088 

Marshal of Ceremonies Bro. Oscar James, 32° 408-644-1023 

Captain of the Guard Bro. Kevin Griffith, 32° 408-259-6965 

2016- General Officers 

Personal Representative Ill. Kenneth G. Nagel, 33° 510-468-9864 

Asst. to the Personal Rep. Bro. H. Bud Ramsey, 32° KCCH 408-838-3730 

General Secretary Bro. Henry A. Vlcek, 32° 408-757-1774 

Treasurer Bro. Carey Atwood, 32° 408-832-1867 

Prelate Bro. Mike Sloan, 32° 408-365-8266 

Almoner Bro. Jerry Best, 32° KCCH 408-712-5370 

Orator/Librarian Bro. David Kimball 32° KCCH 408-836-6792 

Tiler Bro. Tom  Tefft, 32º 408-229-9460 

Club Liaison Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

Director of Ceremonies Bro. Charles Cowden, 32° KCCH 831-685-3416 

Assist. Director of Ceremonies Bro. Joseph DaSilva, 32° KCCH 831-635-9749 

Organist Bro. Richard Timmins  32° KCCH 408-899-2047 

Chief Knight KSA Bro. TJ Jackson  32°  408-230-6088 

San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies 

Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry 

Directors of the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation 

President Ill. Kenneth G. Nagel, 33° 510-468-9864 

Secretary Bro. Henry A. Vlcek, 32° 408-757-1774 

Treasurer Bro. Carey Atwood, 32° 408-832-1867 

Director (exp 9/30/2016) Ill. Richard Fisher,  33° 408-779-4088 

Director (exp 9/30/2016) Bro. Jerry Best, 32° KCCH 408-712-5370 

Director (exp 9/30/2017) Bro. Gregg A. Hall, 32° KCCH 408 -656-2459 

Director (exp 9/30/2017) Bro. Wolfgang Lochner, 32° KCCH 408-505-1822 

Director (exp 9/30/2018) Bro. Wayne Rose, 32° 408-266-4184 

Director (exp 9/30/2018) Bro. H. Bud Ramsey, 32° KCCH 408-838-3730 

Venerable Master Bro. Tom Bergevin, 32° 408-985-5996 

Wise Master Bro. Brandon Duenas, 32° 408-763-7696 

Commander Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

Master of Kadosh Bro. JR McGovert, 32° 408-258-3700 

Asst. to the Personal Rep. Bro. H. Bud Ramsey, 32° KCCH 408-838-3730 
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T he Bodies of the Ancient and  

Accepted Scottish Rite, sitting 

in the Valley of San Jose, in the 

Orient of California, acknowledge 

and yield all allegiance to the  

Supreme Council (Mother Council 

of the World) of the Inspectors  

General, Knights  

Commander of the House of the 

Temple of Solomon of the Thirty 

Third Degree of the Ancient and  

Accepted Scottish Rite of  

freemasonry for the Southern  

Jurisdiction of the  

United States of America. 
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From the Clinic 
Meet KAREN WONG, our new Rite Care Clinician  
 

K aren received her Master’s Degree in Speech Language Pathology from San Jose 

State University in 2010. She is licensed in the state of California and holds the  

Certificate of Clinical Competence issued by the American Speech Language and 

Hearing Association. Karen has many years of experience working with children with 

speech sound disorders, language disorders, fluency disorders, voice disorders, and 

social language disorders. She has served children with a variety of diagnoses including 

developmental delay, Autism, and Down Syndrome. She also has experience in work-

ing with children with learning disabilities, and dyslexia. She has training in the Linda-

mood Bell Programs: Seeing Stars, Lindamood Phoneme Sequencing (LiPS), Visualizing 
and Verbalizing (V/V) which she can incorporate into her therapy to improve phonological awareness and 

auditory and reading comprehension.   

Since graduating, Karen has worked in a variety of settings serving both children and adults, including the 

public school systems. Karen is experienced in working with Individual Education Programs (IEP), teachers 

and IEP teams.  

In her free time, Karen enjoys spending time with her friends and family, cooking, 

swimming, and running. Karen is excited to be joining the team of speech-language 

pathologists at the Rite Care clinic with Scottish Rite!"  

And we are happy and excited to have YOU, Karen!!  

Welcome to the team! 

(The information found in this article is taken from the  
Scottish Rite Ritual Monitor and Guide) 

 

The San Jose Council of Kadosh is the Body responsible for the 19th through the 30th 
Scottish Rite Degrees, known as the “Philosophical and Chivalric Degrees.”  

The information below is a synopsis of the 28th Degree— 
“KNIGHT COMMANDER of the TEMPLE” 

 

“Continence, Obedience, Beneficence” 
THIS IS THE FIRST OF THE CHIVALRIC DEGREES. Having made yourself fa-
miliar with some of the great Truths common to some of the world’s religions, , and 
firm of what you have learned in all the Degrees up until now, you assume the Vows of 

Knighthood and take up arms against injustice, falsehood and oppression. The five excellent qualities of a 
Knight are: Humility, Temperance, Chastity, Generosity and Honor. 
 

You realize fully that you have no time to waste, as death draws nearer upon you with every breath. You vow 
to guard the honor of women, not neglect the sick and suffering, and live to serve your fellow man. You will 
endeavor to exemplify all the principles inculcated in the Rite, and never harm another as a result of base 
motives. A firm and steadfast willpower is needed on the part of every initiate, so that he does not deviate 
from the path, no matter how strong the temptation. When one sacrifices personal desires for nobler and 
higher ends, or for the benefit of humanity at large, then one is worthy of the highest rewards. 

  

Roger Bibb  
CommandeR, SAN JOSE COUNCIL of KADOSH 

From the Commander 
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Business Card -  $20  per month / $200 per year 
 

 1/4 Page - $40 per month / $400 per year 
 

  1/2 Page - $80 per month / $800 per year 
 

      Full Page - $160 per month / $1600 per year 

Would you like to advertise your Business? 

Contact your Scottish Rite:   

Hank Vlcek - 408-978-7483 

 

YOUR  

BUSINESS CARD 

HERE !!!! 
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Franklin Wong 
 

Leo B. Mark 

439 Dardanelli Lane 

Los Gatos, CA. 95032 
 

Westgate Villa, Room 29 

5425 Mayme Avenue, San Jose  

408-656-5572 

Calls/visitors Welcome! 
 

408-838-4764 Cell  

THE RITE WORD 

 

 

 

P lease remember to notify  

us when a fellow  

Brother is ill, in need, or  

has passed to the other shore.  

We are not always contacted in a  

timely manner.  

Scottish Rite is here to assist!      

Please feel free to call  

anytime!    (408) 978-7483 

 

Bro. Joseph Field, 32° 
November 8th, 2015 

Bro. Richard McClellan, 32° 
January 25th, 2016 

Bro. Joseph Gutierrez, 32° 
February 2nd, 2016 

Bro. Alan Midby, 32° 
August 22nd, 2016 

Bro. William White, 32° 
October 12th, 2016 

Called  from Labor... 

A Note of Gratitude.. 

Thank you Hank, Ken and Frank for allowing me to attend the 2016 “Reach for the 

Summit” National Rite Care Conference in Denver, Colorado! I learned and incredible 

amount of information in two packed days of Speech-Language therapy intervention and 

training seminars in the areas of Alternative Augmentative Communication, Motor 

Speech Disorders, Autism Spectrum Disorders, behavior, counseling parents, using tech-

nology in therapy, and telepractice.  I enjoyed meeting many of my colleagues from 

across 22 represented States who share the same passion for helping children!! I now 

have a deeper appreciation for the Masons and all the hard work they do behind the 

scenes to make it possible to serve these children! What an honor to be a part of such a 

special place and group of people who really care for the well-being of our community 

and nation. I had never been to Denver before, so this was quite a treat! Thank you from the  

bottom of my hear t for this experience!!   

“Care more than others think necessary, trust more than others think wise,  

and serve more than others think practical.” –Anonymous 
 

Sincerely, 

 Jenna Mendonca M.A., CCC-SLP 
 

From the Clinic 
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G reetings: 

Thanksgiving is upon us, and I wanted to wish you and  

your families a happy one! 

The 30th of this month is St. Andrews day, the patron saint of Scotland among 

many other locations. This national festival is thought to have begun from Mal-

colm III(1034-1093), and is celebrated across the globe with rich culture, tradition-

al Scottish food, music, and dance. If you find yourself in Edinburgh, you will get to 

experience a week long celebration of musical entertainment along with traditional  

ceilidh dancing( circular dancing or groups of 6-8). Get out there, and get your haggis on,  

just don't ask what the ingredients are. 

We have only celebrated Veterans Day since 1954. Armistice Day was what it was known for prior 

to then. On the 11th hour of the 11th day in the 11th month of 1918, is when the armistice with 

Germany went into effect. This was the formal closing of World War I. The purpose of Veterans Day 

is to celebrate those veterans that are living, while Memorial Day is for those veterans who have 

passed. We all know a vet, and should let them know that we appreciate what they  

have done come the 11th. 

Finally we have received a date for the football game. The Cardinal will host the Beavers  

on Saturday, November 5 at 12:30 PM. This is the second consecutive home game to be played in 

the afternoon. There will be a ton of fun, festive events taking place on gameday including the wres-

tling home opener vs. Cal Poly at Fan Fest, a pregame Beer Fest and a Veterans Day celebration to 

honor our heroes. We will be tailgating prior to the game, so bring your appetites. Seating is limited, 

and there are still a few tickets left of you are interested. 

Brandon Heath Dueñas    

Wise Master 
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Tuesday, Nov. 8th, 2016 

APPETIZER 
 

Smoked Turkey Breast  
with Gravy 

Green Beans   

 Mashed Potatoes & Gravy 

Caesar Salad 

Rolls and Butter 

Dessert 
Vegetarian Entrée  

(MUST  BE REQUESTED) 

$15.00 Per Person 

Be sure to  

make your  

reservations!!! 

408-978-7483  

Or 
Email Angela 

adathans@gmail.com 

Or 

Text or call me!.. 

408-561-0129 

x-apple-data-detectors://10
http://cardinal.gostanford.com/r/?id=h23713c94,59224f3f,5928e289
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G reetings Brethren, 
 

  

It has been said that there is no month sweeter than November.  I tend to think so, too.  

This month I get to celebrate my birthday, Thanksgiving, and the end of this reality 

show we call an election.  However, November has always been my favorite month be-

cause it is a time of change and transition. The Law of Nature brings into operation  

cycles of the seasons, and of the ages; and everything we do in our many lifetimes, our 

lifespans, operates under the same Law of Nature.  The cycles of initiation also follow 

this same natural pattern, but in addition they have in them a fusion with the higher Law of Redemption, 

bringing the gifts of the Spirit and enlightenment.  Thus the initiatory cycles follow basically the same  

pattern as natural cycles, but sparkling with jewels of higher consciousness and comprehension.  In fact, the 

myth of the Twelve Labors of Hercules served as an allegory for these initiatory cycles to ancient Greek  

initiates.   
 

"Hercules, by the will of Jupiter, was subjected to the power of Eurystheus, and obliged to obey him in every 

demand.  He consulted the oracle of Apollo and was told that he must be subservient for twelve years to the 

will of Eurystheus, in compliance with the commands of Jupiter; and that, after he had achieved the most 

celebrated labors, he should be translated to the gods." 
 

So he started off upon his career and, as the disciple under command of his soul, undertook the twelve  

labors, performing each of them in one of the zodiacal signs.  He, therefore, represents every disciple who 

seeks to tread the path and demonstrate his control over the forces of his nature, and he likewise represents 

the point to which humanity now finds itself.   
 

November is the month of Scorpio and corresponds with the second labor of Hercules—conquering Lernean 

Hydra. The Hydra was a monstrous serpent with nine heads, one being immortal.  The task assigned to Her-

cules had nine facets.  Each head of the hydra represents one of the problems that beset the initiate who 

seeks to achieve mastery of himself.  Three of these heads symbolize the appetites associated with sex, com-

fort, and money.  The second triune group concerns the passions of fear, hatred, and desire for power.  The 

last three heads represent the vices of the unillumined mind: pride, separativeness, and cruelty (remind you 

of anyone).   
 

The dimensions of the task which Hercules undertook are thus plainly apparent.  He had to learn the art of 

transmuting the energies that so frequently precipitate human beings into catastrophic tragedies.  The nine 

forces which have wrought unspeakable havoc since the beginning of time had to be re-directed and 

 transmuted. 
 

The three qualities of character that Hercules had to express were humility, courage, and discrimination:  

humility, to see his plight objectively and recognize his shortcomings; courage, to attack the monster that 

 lay coiled at the roots of his nature; and discrimination, to discover a technique for dealing with his mortal 

enemy.   
 

By the way, last month I decided to turn-over my column, in-full, to a very respected Masonic scholar,  

Illustrious Brother Albert Mackey.  The excerpts were from an article he wrote in 1924 titled,  

Reading Masons and Masons Who Do Not Read.  I recommend every brother read it in full. I chose to include 

it in last month's column because I believe Mackey's blunt assessment of Masonry is more relevant today 

than what it was in his time.  And judging by your responses, many of you agree.   

 

JR McGOVERT  

Master of Kadosh 

From the Master of Kadosh 
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2016 
HONOR ROLL 

 

ILL. George Allen 33˚ 

ILL. Durward Ayre 33˚ 

Bro. Rick Bartlett 32˚ 

Bro. Robert Beeson 32˚ 

Bro. Bennie Cooper 32˚ 

Bro. David Elgart 

Bro. Robert Laws 32˚ 

ILL. Richard Meyers 33˚ 

Bro. Hank Vlcek  32˚ 

“2016” 

 Honor Roll Board 

   Make your contribution to the San 
Jose  

Scottish Rite Bodies  and have your  
name included on the “Honor Roll”.   

Your annual gift of $100.00 or more  
will help the San Jose  
Lodge of  Perfection,  

Chapter Rose Croix, Council of Kadosh  
and Consistory reach the level  

necessary to provide quality events  
for our future success.   

 

 

Send your annual gift 

Of  $100.00 to Scottish Rite  

and get your name on  

  The “2016”Honor Roll 

The Personal Representative and 
 The Venerable Master of the 

Valley of San Jose 
Invite all 

Scottish Rite Freemasons and  

all other Freemasons to 

A Night of Scottish Rite Instruction 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

6:30 PM to 9:00PM   

Worshipful Christopher R. Willingham  

Master of Paideia Lodge No. 852 

32nd Degree Valley of San Jose 

Will Present His Paper 

  “Purpose, Virtue, and the Masonic Path”      

  Schedule of Events 

 6:30 PM - Social Gathering  

7:00 PM - Presentation by Brother Willingham 

7:30 PM - Festive Agape/Dinner Cost $25.00 

Bring a Blue Lodge Guest    
Requested dress is white tie & tails, tux, kilt or  

dark suit & tie with SR Cap 

NOTE: 

Reservations are required  
Please call the SJ Scottish Rite @ 408-978-7483  

or visit the office to make your reservations. 
Payment must accompany reservation. Reservations  

not cancelled by December 2, must be honored. 

Cash, personal check or credit card 

From the Secretary’s Desk….. 

M y Brothers, 

We are rapidly approaching the end of the year, and 

there are about 50 of you who have not yet paid your 2016 

Dues. Don’t risk being suspended for non-payment of dues 

when it can be resolved by a phone call to the Secretary’s of-

fice. If you are having financial difficulties and can’t pay, then 

let me know and we can work something out. By the way, did 

you know that if you are suspended from one Masonic body, 

you can be automatically suspended from EVERY other  

Masonic body you belong to—even if you’d already paid their 

dues? Don’t let this happen to you. Contact me!   

Hank Vlcek, General Secretary 
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The Personal Representative for the 

    San Jose Scottish Rite 
    invites all Masons, and their families and friends, to 

           New Orleans 
            September 16-23, 2017 
 

J oin Ken and Kathy Nagel, along with the officers and member of the San Jose Scottish 

Rite Bodies, as we explore the sights and sounds of New Orleans.  Stroll the world 

famous French Quarter, enjoy the beautiful plantations, take in the incredible jazz and Zy-

deco music, be amazed at the variety of life on a swamp tour,  cruise along on a jazz/dinner cruise aboard the  

steamboat Natchez, and enjoy some of the most incredible food anywhere on the planet.  We want you with us.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

         Package Price (land only) 

     $1,939.00 per person 

Price based on double occupancy.  Single Price:  $2,709.00.  Airfare is not included in package price.  Air arrangements may be 

made through Star & Compass Travel, or on your own.  Additional costs include airfare, travel insurance (highly recommend-

ed), meals not noted in itinerary, tour guide gratuities, personal purchases.   
 

A deposit of $250.00 per person guarantees you a spot on this fabulous 

trip.  We expect the trip to sell out, so get your reservation in. 
So join us in “The Big Easy”. 

 

Randy Downey       Phone:  (408) 674-8341  
          1084 Windsor St.,   San Jose, CA  95129                      

Your 7-day journey includes all of the following: 
 

7 nights accommodations at a first-class hotel                            

in the heart of the French Quarter 

Hosted “Welcome” cocktail party with food 

Full breakfast daily 

3 Dinners 

2 Lunches 

Plantation and Swamp Tours 

City and French Quarter Tours 

See the National WW II Museum 

Visit Avery Island, home of McIlhenny Company    

(The Makers of Tabasco) 

Dinner cruise on the Steamboat Natchez 

Airport – Hotel Transfers 

Hop-on/Hop-Off Bus tickets 
Much, much more 



Membership is always important : Page 11 VOLUME 10,   ISSUE 11 

  

  

 Replace the ‘U’ with ‘YOU’ ! 

  Join with your Brothers at the  next Reunion! 

 Spring 2017 — April 14-15, 21-22, May 2  

Support San Jose Membership  

by sponsoring a new member ! 

Application can be downloaded from our website.  

                                                        www.sanjosescottishrite.org 
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PAID 

Future Scottish Rite and Masonic Events 
 
   

Sunday, Nov 6th ~ Reception for New Grand Master at SJ Scottish Rite 

4:00pm - Social Hour   ~   5:00pm  - Dinner  ~  Cost—$20  ~ Attire—Tuxedo or dark suit 

Tuesday, Nov 8th ~ Stated Meeting  @ 6:00pm   

6:30pm - Social Hour   ~   7:00pm  - Dinner  ~  Program  - Military Recognition Night 

Tuesday, Nov 15th ~ Monthly OAM Meeting hosted by Mt View De Anza Lodge #194 

6:30pm - Dinner   ~   7:30pm  -  School of Instruction  -  Grand Lodge  Results, Elections, Swan Song 

Tuesday, Nov 22nd ~ Quarterly Board of Directors Meeting  @ 5:30pm   

Tuesday, Nov 22nd ~ Monthly All Officer Council Meeting  @ 7:00pm   

Tuesday, Dec 6th ~ “A Night of Scottish Rite Instruction” Guest Speaker—Wors Christopher Willingham  

6:30pm - Social Hour   ~   7pm  - Presentation  ~ 7:30pm  - Festive Agape Dinner  Cost—$25  ~ Attire—Tux or dark suit 

Tuesday, Dec 13th ~ Stated Meeting  @ 6:00pm   

6:30pm - Social Hour   ~   7:00pm  -  Dinner  ~  Program  - 25/50 Year Pin Presentations 

Tuesday, Jan 10th ~ Stated Meeting  @ 6:00pm   

6:30pm - Social Hour   ~   7:00pm  -  Dinner  ~  Program  - Honor 2016 Masters 
6 


