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T hough it is not a National Holiday, St. Patrick's Day is celebrated on March 17, the saint's 

religious feast day and the anniversary of his death in the fifth century. The Irish have observed 

this day as a religious holiday for over 1,000 years. It is celebrated as the time Christianity came to 

Ireland. On St. Patrick's Day, which falls during the Christian season of Lent, Irish families would 

traditionally attend church in the morning and celebrate in the afternoon. Lenten prohibitions against 

the consumption of meat were waived and people would dance, drink and feast--on the traditional meal of Irish bacon and cab-

bage. Generally, we celebrate with Corned beef and cabbage. So is it to be with the San Jose Scottish Rite Stated Meeting 

Dinner. Make your reservations now. RSVP is not decoration do it now or "pay the piper" later. The first St. Patrick's Day 

parade was on March 17, 1762 in the United States. 

We are now less than a month away from the Scottish Rite Spring Reunion. Some degree teams are making practice schedules 

to be able to present interesting degrees to a new class of candidates. Brethren, how long has it been since you observed the 

Scottish Rite degrees? Plan to attend. Candidates do take notice when they are not the only ones attending the degrees. 

Easter comes early this year, March 31 and the traditional Maundy Thursday celebration, complete with the Seder meal, host-

ed by the Chapter of Rose Croix is being planned. Check your calendar and make your reservations if you plan to eat. 

Be attentive during future meetings and functions of the Scottish Rite. Soon honors will be bestowed upon a few good men in 

the form of red hats, KCCH, and white hat(s) 33rd Degree. Our early congratulations to those deserving brothers. 

We look forward to your attendance at Stated meetings and function of the Scottish Rite. Bring a brother with you. Let us all  

promote Scottish Rite Free Masonry. 

B.J. McCuiston 

B.J. McCuiston 32˚ KCCH 

Venerable Master 

From the Venerable Master 

Go dté tú slán (May you go safely) 

Sláinte mhaith! (good health) 



Page 2 THE RITE WORD 

                             Top o’ the mornin’ to ya folks!! 
 

  Okay, okay...so I’m not Irish...but I can still enjoy the traditional celebration of 

St. Patrick’s Day.  This will be the theme underlying many of the activities tak-

ing place in all of our Masonic bodies and elsewhere. 

 I want to remind everyone that we have the Maundy Thursday Observance Event 

coming up on the 28th of this month.  I think you’ll find the ceremony moving and in-

formative.  Please be sure to call in your reservation for dinner.  As most of you know, the Chapter of Rose 

Croix doesn’t close during the year.  It is always called from Labor to Refreshment.  This is the exception.  This 

is the one time that it actually closes and stays closed until it is reopened on Easter. 

Through the ages men have observed sacred rites during the solstice and equinoxes. The Last Supper 

was an observance of the Passover (Spring Equinox) just prior to the betrayal and crucifixion of Christ.  The 

Chapter of Rose Croix having an observance of Maundy Thursday in the Eighteenth Degree of the Scottish Rite 

is appropriate since this degree originally was one of orthodox Christianity.  The Maundy Thursday observance 

was added and made obligatory when the authority of the Supreme Council revised the Degree soon after the 

Civil War. It is no longer obligatory. 

The word “Maundy” stems from Latin word “Mandatum”, a command. On the Thursday of the Last 

Supper Christ said, “A new Commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another.” 

 I want to thank those in the cast for “stepping up to the plate” to make this a successful event.  I really 

do appreciate it. 

 Next month we’ll begin the conferral of our Degrees.  There’s much to do and sometimes the load can 

seem a lot....but if we all do our share, it will certainly not be more than we can handle.  If you’re interested in 

taking part in any of the degrees, just let us know.  William Jennings Bryan said, “If a man measures life by what 

others do for him, he is apt to be disappointed; but if he measures life by what he does for others, there is no time for 

despair.”  I encourage you to take part in all of our Scottish Rite activities.  See you on Tuesday night! 
 

Bud Ramsey 
Bud Ramsey 32˚ KCCH 

Wise Master 

Brethren, 

W ith the upcoming Reunion it seems prudent that some of the basic information about the Consistory 
and its 2 Degrees be made readily available as a framework.  The following information is taken 
from the Scottish Rite Ritual Monitor and Guide.  

THE CONSISTORY OF THE MASTERS OF THE ROYAL SECRET comprises the Thirty-first and 
Thirty-second Degrees. The word consistory derives from the Latin  consistorium, which means both "tribunal" 
and "imperial council" and becomes apparent when viewing the two Degrees. As with other Scottish Rite 
Degrees, the Consistorial Degrees present some of their lessons by borrowing from the symbols of other 
cultures and times. 

In the 31st Degree the mythology of the ancient Egyptians is portrayed  as a tribunal or court of the dead. 
Within its drama, which is based on the Egyptian Book of the Dead, a soul seeks to find favor in the eyes of his judges and receive his 
eternal reward.  

A synopsis of the 32nd will be provided in my April message.  

For this Reunion, the 31st Degree will be communicated and as the current Master of Kadosh, I will be providing the communication 
using information provided by Ill Daniel Doornbos. 
 
Jerry Best 
Master of Kadosh. 
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Ill. Frank Loui, 33° P.G.M.   

Deputy of the Supreme Council in California,  

 Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite 

  Southern Jurisdiction, U.S.A. 

Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33° 
Sovereign Grand Commander 

 Supreme Council  A.A.S.R.   

Washington, D.C. 

2013 - Lodge of Perfection 

Venerable Master Bro. BJ McCuiston,  32° KCCH 408-842-8927 

Senior Warden Bro. Joseph DaSilva, 32° KCCH 831-635-9749 

Junior Warden Bro. Jack Harris, 32° KCCH 408-314-6124 

Master of Ceremonies Bro. Tom Bergevin, 32° 408-985-5996 

Captain of the Host Bro. Hank Vlcek, 32° 408-578-6208 

2013 - Chapter of Rose Croix 

Wise Master Bro. Bud Ramsey, 32° KCCH 408-224-9431 

Senior Warden Bro. Wolfgang Lochner 32° 408-505-1822 

Junior Warden Bro. Cordell H. Bleiler, 32° 650-948-1400 

Master of Ceremonies Bro. Brandon Duenas, 32° 408-763-7696 

Guardian of the Temple Bro. Ion Vasilescu, 32° 408-371-7172 

2013- Council of Kadosh 

Commander Ill. Daniel Doornbos, 33°  408-263-2165 

1st Lt Commander Bro. Randy Downey, 32° KCCH 408-674-8341 

2nd Lt Commander Bro. Will Montoya, 32° 408-274-1137 

Marshal of Ceremonies Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

Lt of the Guard Bro. Jose Pulido, 32° 408-205-6432 

2013 San Jose Consistory 

Master of Kadosh Bro. Gerald Best, 32° 408-559-3102 

Prior Bro. Gregg A. Hall, 32° 408 -656-2459 

Preceptor Bro. Steve Munyon, 32° 408-313-0762 

Marshal of Ceremonies Bro. Richard Rosenberg, 32° 650-494-8792 

Captain of the Guard Bro. Martin Maxey, 32° 831-402-4903 

2013- General Officers 

Personal Representative Ill. Kenneth G. Nagel, 33° 510-468-9864 

Assist. Personal Representative Bro. Richard A. Meyers,  32° KCCH 408-264-0277 

Treasurer Bro. James Arnold, 32° 408-859-7523 

General Secretary Bro. Robert Rowan, 32° KCCH 408-945-5941 

Prelate Bro. Mike Sloan, 32° 408-365-8266 

Almoner Bro. Alan Spalding, 32°  408-259-2523 

Orator/Librarian Bro. David Kimball 32° KCCH 408-836-6792 

Tiler Bro. Bryant Day, 32º 408-256-2766 

Clinic Director Bro. Robert D. Rowan, 32° KCCH 408-945-5941 

Club Liaison Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

Organist Emeritus Ill. Carl Miescke, 33° 209-474-6235 

Director of Ceremonies Bro. Harold Leister, 32° KCCH 408-846-9788 

Assist. Director of Ceremonies Bro. Charles Cowden, 32° KCCH 831-685-3416 

Orator Emeritus Ill. Maury V. Dunbar, 33° 408-773-9813 

San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies 

Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry 

Directors of the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation 

President Ill. Kenneth G. Nagel, 33° 510-468-9864 

Treasurer Bro. James Arnold, 32° 408-859-7523 

Secretary Bro. Robert Rowan, 32° KCCH 408-945-5941 

Director (exp 9/30/2013) Ill. Richard Fisher,  33° 408-779-4088 

Director (exp 9/30/2013) Bro. Hal Leister 32° KCCH 408-846-9788 

Director (exp 9/30/2014) Bro. David Knapp, 32° 408-298-3838 

Director (exp 9/30/2014) Bro. H. “Bud” Ramsey, 32° KCCH 408-264-0277 

Director (exp 9/30/2015) Bro. Jack Harris, 32° KCCH 408-314-6124 

Director (exp 9/30/2015) Bro. Durward C. Ayre, 32° KCCH 408-358-6970 

Venerable Master Bro. BJ McCuiston,  32° KCCH 408-842-8927 

Wise Master Bro. Bud Ramsey, 32° KCCH 408-224-9431 

Commander Ill. Daniel Doornbos, 33°  408-263-2165 

Master of Kadosh Bro. Gerald Best, 32° 408-559-3102 

Assist. Personal Representative Bro. Richard A. Meyers,  32° KCCH 408-264-0277 
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Rite Word Support for 2013 

Your donations for the Rite Word 
are Instrumental in helping make 

a meaningful communication! 
 

Limited Advertising is now  
available.   

Call the Secretary for  
information. 

Bro. Robert Rowan 
(408) 978-7483 

The Bodies of the Ancient and  

Accepted Scottish Rite, sitting in the Valley 

of San Jose, in the Orient of California, 

acknowledge and yield all allegiance to the 

Supreme Council (Mother Council of the 

World) of the Inspectors General, Knights 

 Commander of the House of the Temple 

of Solomon of the Thirty Third Degree of 

the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of 

freemasonry for the Southern Jurisdiction 

of the United States of America. 
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 “Que It Up” 

   (408) 677-9175 
Greg Donnellan 

 

 

Catering for all occasions! 

Would you like to advertise your Business? 
 

Contact the General Secretary :   

Robert Rowan - 408-978-7483 

Business Card -  $20  per month / $200 per year 

 1/4 Page - $40 per month / $400 per year 

  1/2 Page - $80 per month / $800 per year 

      Full Page - $160 per month / $1600 per year 

 

Beloved Hazel Winter, wife of 

Worshipful Robert E. Winter,  

former Junior Grand Deacon & 

Inspector of District 57th  

Masonic District entered into rest 

on February 12, 2013. She will be 

missed. All our prayers and 

strength to Robert & his family at 

this trying time. A memorial  

service will be held on Friday, 

March 15, 2013 at 2:00pm at the 

Gilroy Presbyterian Church. 600 

Miller Avenue, Gilroy, CA. Cards 

of condolence may be sent to Rob-

ert Winter, 9300 Fraguero Road, 

Sonora, CA. 95370-8019 

God Bless. 
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Donations

Annual Goal

      

 
  

  To The Clinic 
         In Memory of  

     Mrs. Sandra Rowan 

                 By: 

       * Mrs. Tina Ude 

* Bro. & Mrs. Roger Bibb 

* Bro.Joseph C. Scharff 

* Bro. & Mrs. Richard Fisher 

* Bro. & Mrs. James W. Bell 

                      *********************** 

                  In Memory of  

                   Mrs. Hazel Winter 

                                        By: 

                               * Bro. & Mrs. Dee Ayre 

* Bro. & Mrs. Richard Fisher 

* Bro. Mrs. Ray Whitaker 

* Mr. Curt A. Goris 

* Bro. & Mrs. Royce Ford 

* Mrs. Kathie Runcie 

* Bro. Robert Rowan 

 

 

 

 

 

To The Foundation  
* Teodoro Financial Group, Inc. 

In Honor of  
Bro. Bill Holsinger 

By: 

* Bro Robert D. Rowan 

In Memory of  

Mrs. Sandra Rowan 

 By: 

* Bro. & Mrs. Kenneth Nagel 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

We, the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation  
(TIN 94-2541623), hereby certify that all funds  

received on the behalf of the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation,  
The Children’s Language  Disorders 

 Clinic, and/or the San Jose Scottish Rite Scholarship funds are 
used for charitable  

purposes only and the donor receives no goods  
or services in return  for their donation.* 

From the Secretary’s Table: 

We fell considerably short (less than 50%) of our goal for 

fiscal year 2012.  We need your  

help to do better in 2013 

 

Brethren All, 

First of all, please notice the Summons on Page 9 for the traditional Maundy Thursday ceremony.  
There was time when this was a mandatory event for all Scottish Rite Masons.  Even the Blue Lodges 
who met on that day, rescheduled their events in order that their members could attend.  We hope to 
see you for dinner and the ceremony. 

Secondly, I hope that each of you will make a sincere attempt to attend as many of our upcoming de-
grees as is possible.  The candidates will appreciate the support and the officers conferring the degrees will also. 

Lastly, please get any applications in your possession to me as soon as you can. 

Fraternally, 

 

General Secretary 
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                               Have you picked up your patent? 

I n the Masonic fraternity, we have a lot of degrees. Blue lodge has three, Scottish Rite has 
29, and York Rite has 10. Then there groups like AMD who offer “side degrees” to further 
enhance one’s Masonic experience. 

Unlike university degrees, Masonic degrees do not certify a particular level of academic 
achievement. Here is the US, we make our Craft Masons memorize parts of their ceremonies 
and write a short essay in order to qualify for the next degree. Apart from that, you can receive 
three dozen degrees without demonstrating that you learned anything at all. 

To enhance learning and boost enthusiasm, the Sovereign Grand Inspectors General, also 
known as the guys who run Scottish Rite, devised an optional study program, called “Master 

Craftsman.” I signed up, paid for the required study materials, then put it down and never picked it up again. No reflection 
at all on the Master Craftsman program itself, I merely “ran out of bandwidth,” as the high-tech people say. 

When you complete your Scottish Rite initiation, that is, when you receive your 32nd Degree, Scottish Rite headquarters 
in Washington DC prepares and sends a patent for you. The patent is a document that verifies that you received those 
degrees. It closely resembles a diploma. But it is certainly more attractive than any diploma I ever received from an edu-
cational institution. And it is definitely suitable for framing. If you would like to see what a framed patent looks like, peek 
into our Personal Representative’s office the next time you are at Scottish Rite. He has a whole collection of them on the 
wall. 

Patents take a while to prepare, so they may not be ready for distribution at the conclusion of a Scottish Rite Reunion. In 
case you didn’t remember, a Reunion is the event where Scottish Rite degrees are conferred. In the Valley of San Jose 
we hold two Reunions each year. The next one is coming up in April, by the way. 

Getting back to the patent, it usually arrives at the local Scottish Rite office some time after the Reunion. Our Personal 
Rep presents the patents to our new members at the Stated Meeting dinners. Bob the photographer stands at the ready 
to take photos of the moment. Actually, he sits to avoid obstructing people’s view. We have those dinners on the second 
Tuesday of every month, they are catered, and an enjoyable social occasion, too. 

You would think that the new members might look forward to receiving their patents. And to participating in the organiza-
tion they recently joined. Sometimes that happens. More often than not, we rarely see the new members again. And the 
growing stack of patents, dating back several Reunions, goes largely unclaimed. What’s that all about? 

Daniel Doornbos 
Daniel Doornbos 
Commander 

Invite all 

Scottish Rite Freemasons and all other Freemasons to 

A Night of Scottish Rite Instruction 

Tuesday, June 18, 2013 at 6:30 PM / Cost $25.00 

Guest Speaker 

 The Very Worshipful Allan L. Casalou, Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of California  

32 Degree, Knight Commander of the Court of Honor  

Schedule of Events 

6:30 p.m. – 7:00 PM – Social Time  

7:00 p.m. – 7:30 PM – Presentation of the Paper 

7:30 p.m. – Festive Agape/Dinner 
 

Requested dress is white tie & tails, tux or dark suit & tie with SR Cap 

NOTE: Reservations are required  

Please call the SJ Scottish Rite @ 408-978-7483 or visit the office to make your reservations 

Payment must accompany reservation. Reservations not cancelled by June 14 must be honored. 

Cash, personal check or credit card 
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Shut Ins 

John Knight 3400 Paul Sweet Rd. #C-129  -  Santa Cruz, CA.  95065- 1537 ************** 

Alvin Wong Cards to:  1163 Carolyn Ave.  San Jose, CA.  95125-3223 
408-293-6583 

Visitors welcome ! 

Robert Gass       
VA Nursing Home Care,  

Rm.258, 4951 Arroya Rd. ,Livermore, CA 94550-9650 
************ 

Greg LaFavor 6700 Buggywhip Ct.,  San Jose, CA  95120 408-268-5847 

Orville Hanel 
800 Blossom Hill Rd.. San Jose ,  CA.   95032-3575       

   408/365-0805 
Would love  

visitors please! 

Permanent Shut Ins 

Please remember to notify us when 

 a fellow Brother is ill, in need, or has passed to 

the other shore. We are not 

 always contacted in a timely manner. 

Scottish Rite is here to assist!  

        Please feel free to call anytime!  

(408) 978-7483 

~ Called  From  Labor… 
 

Dominic L. DiCoio 

Jan 29, 2013 

 

Carl Miescke 

Feb.25, 2013 

 

Edward F. Kalin 

Feb.2, 2013 

 

Thomas A. Bright 

2013 

May Almighty God,  

in his infinite mercy,  

Grant that we may meet again,  

to part no more. 

 ‘2013’  Honor Board Members 
 
 

        Make your contribution to the San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies   

and have your name included on the 

  “Honor Roll”.   

Your annual gift of $100.00 or more will help the San Jose   

Lodge of  Perfection,  

Chapter Rose Croix, Council of Kadosh and Consistory reach the  

level necessary to provide quality events for our future success.  
 

* BRO. DURWARD AYRE * 
 

“2013” ...Get your name on the Honor Board Now! 
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M atthew is a smart and energetic seven year old boy who is currently being seen at the Scottish 

Rite Speech and Language Disorders Clinic once per week.  His family drives from their home 

in Scotts Valley to the Scottish Rite Center in San Jose.   

Matthew is home schooled by his mother.  His family noticed that he had difficulty pronouncing 

many consonant sounds.    When he was younger, she had him evaluated for speech and language 

therapy.  At that time he didn’t qualify.  As time passed, Matthew developed some sounds on his 

own; however he still struggled with others.   

A coordinator of a parent’s support group informed Matthew’s mother about the Scottish Rite clinic.  

Upon evaluation, it became clear that Matthew had an articulation disorder and his mother was 

highly in tuned to sounds that were difficult for him to produce.  Goals for Matthew’s treatment have 

included work on /k/, /g/, /sh/, /l/ and /r/ sounds.  These sounds are frequently occurring and when 

you put them all together, it made Matthew’s speech noticeably different for his age.  Matthew’s oral motor skills and his lan-

guage skills were normal for his age.  He just needed specific treatment geared toward the articulation skills needed to produce 

these sounds.  

After treatment began, Matthew responded wonderfully and started to progress through his treatment goals.  He was quickly 

working on /k/ and /g/ at the conversational level.  Soon /l/ and /sh/ became easier for him too.  His current treatment is focused 

on the /r/ sound. 

Matthew is a quick learner with a very hard working attitude.  His mother is devoted to practic-

ing at home as well, which helps tremendously to speed up the learning process.  His mother 

noted, “Since treatment began we have seen a definite improvement.  It is easier for others out-

side our family to understand him.  It has also helped with our homeschooling spelling programs 

as well.”    Matthew’s mother shared, “Our experience at the clinic has been very positive.  We 

have been provided with great feedback about each session and identify homework that we 

should focus on at home.  We greatly appreciate the wonderful services available through the 

Clinic  Message for March 2013 
A Better understanding of our Philanthropy 

 Children begin learning from the moment they come into the world. For most children speech and language skills devel-

op naturally from interaction with parents, siblings, and others in their environment. From an infant’s first smile to a two

-year olds first sentence, these developmental milestones lay the  foundation for successful communication  throughout 

their lives. 

 

 However, many children have difficulty learning because of underlying communication delays or disorders. The Depart-

ment of 

Education estimates that 6 million children in the U.S.A. suffer from some sort of communication impairment. Commu-

nication delays and disorders fall into one or more of the four basic areas of development:  

 

Processing or understanding sounds and spoken words 

Expressing oneself with  meaningful words using correct  grammar and word order 

Blending like sounds together in the correct sequence to be understood 

Using language in a meaningful,  purposeful manner in all  communications 

 

 Because language is essential for communication, learning, social adjustment and emotional stability, impairment may 

lead to difficulty with everyday activities.   The earlier these difficulties are identified, the sooner appropriate interven-

tion can  begin. 
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Durward C. Ayre 

 

LUX E TENEBRIS 

Summons Knights Rose Croix 

 

To each of you, greetings on behalf of all other 

members of the Fraternity.  By authority of the 

Supreme Council, you are summoned to  

participate with your Brethren in observing Maun-

dy Thursday, a Solemn Ceremonial and 

 Feast Obligatory. 

 

Bud Ramsey                                  Robert Rowan 

    Wise Master                                 General Secretary 

San Jose Scottish Rite  

Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite 

Southern Jurisdiction of the U.S.A. 

    March 28, 2013  at 6:30 PM 
San Jose Scottish Rite Center 

2455 Masonic Drive * San Jose, CA. 

95125 / (408) -978-7483 



The Lighter Side 

MARCH  MENU 

~Lite Appetizers 
_____________________________________ 

~Corned Beef & Cabbage 

~ Red potatoes and carrots 

~ Dinner Rolls & Butter 
 

~ Dessert 
 

(Vegetarian Meal Upon Request Only) 
 

 

$15.00 per person -With Reservations 

$20.00  Per Person Without! 

(408) 978-7483 - For Reservations! 
 

  Or  email : 
aathans@sanjosescottishrite.org 

“ Stated Meeting & Dinner ”  
  Tuesday, March12th, 2013 
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Catered by:  

 “Que It Up ”  

Greg Donnellan      

(408)-677-9175 

 

Two Irish mothers, Kate and Lorna were talking about their sons. 

 

Kate says, 'My Patrick is such a saint. He works hard, doesn't smoke,  

and he hasn't so much as looked at a woman in over two years.' 

 

Lorna responds, 'Well, my Francis is a saint himself. Not only hasn't he not looked 

 at a woman in over three years, but he hasn't touched  

a drop of liquor in all that time.' 

 

'My word,' says Kate, 'You must be so proud.' 

 

'I am,' announces Lorna, 'And when he's paroled next month,  

I'm going to throw him a big party.' 



Membership is always important : 
Page 11 VOLUME 7,   ISSUE 3 

            

        

 Replace the ‘U’ with ‘YOU’ ! 

  Join with your Bothers at the Spring Reunion! 
   Support San Jose Membership by sponsoring a new member ! 
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Future Scottish Rite Events 

 

Tuesday March 12th ~ Stated Meeting @ 6:00 PM 

Followed by Dinner @ 7:00 PM 

Tuesday March  26th ~  All Officers Council Meeting @ 7:00 PM 

Thursday March 28th ~ Maundy Thursday 

Tuesday April 9th ~ Stated Meeting @ 6:00 PM 

Followed by Dinner @ 7:00 PM and 4th Degree Conferral on adjournment. 

April 12-13 ~ Reunion continues w/5th thru 18th Degrees 

April 26-27 ~ Reunion continues w/19th thru 30th Degrees 

April 30 ~ Reunion concludes w/32nd Degree 

Tuesday May 14th ~ Stated Meeting @ 6:00 PM 

Followed by Dinner @ 7:00 PM and Capping Ceremony after. 

 


