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M y Brothers and their Ladies, 

 It was pointed out to me that I made a small error, in my  

article, for the Rite Word last month and they were absolutely right.  

    The Scottish Rite Movie Night is on : 

  SATURDAY, JUNE 6 TH   (not on Sunday) 

We will be selecting the movie to be shown on April 12
th
 . 

If anyone has a movie that they believe is a good family picture, feel free 

to submit your choice to me. My email is : harrisz_z@att.net 

T he preparation for the Spring Reunion has commenced. The different degree teams 

are working very hard to bring the very best performance to our candidates. We 

have, as of our last stated meeting, 13 candidates. If we get one more mason to make 

San Jose their Rite home, we will have the largest class in 10 years. 

 My Brothers, the application for the Scottish Rite is in the Rite Word. So, we have 

the candidates, we have the different degree teams practicing, and the only other thing 

we need would be side-liners to witness our degrees. The full schedule of the spring  

reunion is also in this issue. Please, my brothers, look at the schedule and try to attend 

as many degrees as you can.  

Fraternally, 

Jack Harris 
Venerable Master 

Brethren: 

If you are in possession of wardrobe items of the Scottish Rite Degrees or uniform items of the Knights of St Andrew and 
are not using those items, the Degree Teams have a need for wardrobe items for current degrees.  Please return un-
used items to the Secretary’s Office so that cast members may be outfitted.  We are especially in need of Kilts, fly 
plaids, sporrans, swords and jackets.  Thank you for your help. 
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We, the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation  
(TIN 94-2541623), hereby certify that all funds  
received on the behalf of the San Jose Scottish  

Rite Foundation,  
The Children’s Language  Disorders 

 Clinic, and/or the San Jose Scottish Rite Scholarship 
funds are used for charitable  

purposes only and the donor receives no goods  
or services in return  for their donation.* 

 

2015 Honor Roll Board 
   Make your contribution to the San Jose  
Scottish Rite Bodies  and have your name  

included on the “Honor Roll”.   

Your annual gift of $100.00 or more will help 
the San Jose Lodge of  Perfection,  

Chapter Rose Croix, Council of Kadosh and  
Consistory reach the level necessary to provide 

quality events for our future success.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Get your annual gift in for 2015  
Honor Roll 

and be placed on the Honor Roll ! 

“ 2015 ” 

HONOR ROLL 
 

 

ILL. George Allen 33˚ 

ILL. Durward Ayre 33˚ 

Bro. Robert Laws 32˚ 

Bro. Richard Meyers 33˚ 

Bro. Resty Casiano 32˚ 

Bro. Bennie Cooper 32˚ 

Bro. Hank Vlcek  32˚ 

 
 

 

 Rite Word Support  
for 2015 

 

 

Your donations for the Rite Word are  
Instrumental in helping make a meaningful  

communication! 
 

Limited Advertising is now available.   

Call Angela Athans for information. 

(408) 978-7483 
 

RITE WORD 

THANK  

YOU ! 

Friendship Lodge #210 is proud to present : 

The 2015 Annual Pizza and Magic Show ! 

Thursday, April 16th, 2015 
Pizza at 6:30pm        Show at 7:30pm 

NO CHARGE, but R.S.V.P. is Mandatory ! 
Contact: Jason Barnett - (408) 621-4211  

or email :  jason210ksa@yahoo.com 

Masonic Center 
2500 Masonic Drive, San Jose, CA. 95125 



Ill. Frank Loui, 33° P.G.M.   

Sovereign Grand Inspector General in California,  

 Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite 

  Southern Jurisdiction, U.S.A. 

Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33° 
Sovereign Grand Commander 

 Supreme Council  A.A.S.R.   

Washington, D.C. 

2015 - Lodge of Perfection 

Venerable Master Bro. Jack Harris, 32° KCCH 408-314-6124 

Senior Warden Bro. Tom Bergevin, 32° 408-985-5996 

Junior Warden Bro. Martin Maxey, 32° 831-402-4903 

Master of Ceremonies Bro. Randy Downey, 32° KCCH 408-674-8341 

Captain of the Host Bro. Gregg A. Hall, 32° 408 -656-2459 

      2015 - Chapter of Rose Croix 

Wise Master Bro. Cordell H. Bleiler, 32° KCCH 650-948-1400 

Senior Warden Bro. Brandon Duenas, 32° 408-763-7696 

Junior Warden Bro. Ion Vasilescu, 32° 408-371-7172 

Master of Ceremonies Bro. Charles Cowden, 32° KCCH 831-685-3416 

Guardian of the Temple Bro. Kerem Kapkin, 32°  831-334-4041 

2015- Council of Kadosh 

Commander Bro. Will Montoya, 32° 408-274-1137 

1st Lt Commander Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

2nd Lt Commander Bro. Richard Bartlett, 32° 831-331-3342 

Marshal of Ceremonies Bro. Charles Colman, 32° 408-972-5101 

Lt of the Guard Bro. Palmer Kain, 32° 831-247-0379 

2015 San Jose Consistory 

Master of Kadosh Bro. H. “Bud” Ramsey, 32° KCCH 408-838-3730 

Prior Bro. JR McGovert, 32° 408-258-3700 

Preceptor Bro. Mark Burger, 32° 831-373-1094 

Marshal of Ceremonies Bro. TJ Jackson, 32° 408-230-6088 

Captain of the Guard Bro. Oscar James, 32° 408-644-1023 

2015- General Officers 

Personal Representative Ill. Kenneth G. Nagel, 33° 510-468-9864 

Assist. to the Personal Representative Ill. Richard A. Meyers,  33°  408-264-0277 

Treasurer Bro. Carey Atwood, 32° 408-832-1867 

General Secretary Bro. Henry A. Vlcek, 32° 408-757-1774 

Prelate Bro. Mike Sloan, 32° 408-365-8266 

Almoner Bro. Jerry Best, 32° KCCH 408-712-5370 

Orator/Librarian Bro. David Kimball 32° KCCH 408-836-6792 

Tiler Bro. Tom  Tefft, 32º 408-229-9460 

Club Liaison Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

Director of Ceremonies Bro. Charles Cowden, 32° KCCH 831-685-3416 

Assist. Director of Ceremonies Bro. Joseph DaSilva, 32° KCCH 831-635-9749 

Organist Bro. Richard Timmons  32°  408-899-2047 

Chief Knight KSA Bro. Jason Barnett  32°  408-621-4211 

San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies 

Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry 

Directors of the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation 

President Ill. Kenneth G. Nagel, 33° 510-468-9864 

Treasurer Bro. Carey Atwood, 32° 408-832-1867 

Secretary Bro. Henry A. Vlcek, 32° 408-757-1774 

Director (exp 9/30/2016) Ill. Richard Fisher,  33° 408-779-4088 

Director (exp 9/30/2016) Bro. Jerry Best, 32° KCCH 408-712-5370 

Director (exp 9/30/2017) Bro. Gregg A. Hall, 32° 408 -656-2459 

Director (exp 9/30/2017) Bro. Wolfgang Lochner, 32°  408-505-1822 

Director (exp 9/30/2015) Bro. Wayne Rose, 32° 408-266-4184 

Director (exp 9/30/2015) Bro. Randy Downey, 32° KCCH 408-674-8341 

Venerable Master Bro. Jack Harris, 32° KCCH 408-314-6124 

Wise Master Bro. Cordell Bleiler 32° KCCH 650-948-1400 

Commander Bro. Will Montoya, 32°  408-274-1137 

Master of Kadosh Bro. H. “Bud” Ramsey, 32° KCCH 408-838-3730 

Assist. To the Personal Representative Ill. Richard A. Meyers,  33°  408-264-0277 
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The Bodies of the Ancient and  

Accepted Scottish Rite, sitting in the 

Valley of San Jose, in the Orient of 

California, acknowledge and yield all 

allegiance to the Supreme Council 

(Mother Council of the World) of the 

Inspectors General, Knights 

 Commander of the House of the Tem-

ple of Solomon of the Thirty Third 

Degree of the Ancient and Accepted 

Scottish Rite of freemasonry for the 

Southern Jurisdiction of the United 

States of America. 
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M atthew is a sweet and friendly 12- year old boy who has been seen at this clinic for a 

little over a year. Matthew is extremely social and likes to chat with his clinician  

during his breaks. Matthew was diagnosed with Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD) and  

Central Auditory Processing Disorder (CAP-D) in 2013. Matthew is seen once a week with 

Ms. Jenna and is currently working on producing age appropriate vocabulary in self-

formulated sentences and following 3-4 step directions as his speech therapy goals. These 

goals are challenging for him but he works very hard each week to improve. 

      According to Matthew’s parents, before treatment at the San Jose Scottish Rite Clinic 

began, “Matthew had trouble understanding class assignments, focusing in class, and had low 

grades and test scores.” Following treatment here at the clinic, Matthew’s parents indicated 

that he, “is more confident. He is able to work past focus issues, and he is showing so much 

improvement that he has made the honor roll! In addition, Matthew is better able to com-

municate his needs. His therapist is amazing! Ms. Jenna works well with our son. She is kind, 

patient, and is able to reach in and pull out the best in Matthew. She has made a huge differ-

ence in Matthew’s life. The clinic is incredible!  Recommending this clinic to other family and 

friends is an absolute must!” 

From the Clinic 

The Personal Representative and The Venerable Master 
 of the Valley of San Jose 

Invite all 

Scottish Rite Freemasons and all other Freemasons to 
A Night of Scottish Rite Instruction 

Tuesday, June 16, 2015 

6:30 PM to 9:00PM 

GUEST SPEAKER 

 Brother William Scott Catrette, 32˚  

Scottish Rite Valley of San Jose 

  Will Present His Paper Entitled 

    “Why Should You Want To Become A Mason?” 
 

    6:30 PM – Social Gathering                                 

                                 7:00 PM – Festive Agape/ Prime Rib Dinner 

  Cost $25.00                    

Requested dress is white tie & tails, tux or dark suit & tie with SR Cap 

NOTE: 

Reservations are required ! 
Please call the SJ Scottish Rite @ 408-978-7483 or visit the office to make your reservations 

Payment must accompany reservation. Reservations not cancelled by June 12 must be honored. 

Cash, personal check or credit card 
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Business Card -  $20  per month / $200 per year 

 1/4 Page - $40 per month / $400 per year 

  1/2 Page - $80 per month / $800 per year 

      Full Page - $160 per month / $1600 per year 

Would you like to advertise your Business? 

Contact the Business Office:   

Hank Vlcek - 408-978-7483 



Page 6 
Shut Ins 

Ralph V. Sharp 7010 Stagecoach Pass 
Show Low, AZ 85901 

 

 
Visitors Welcome! 

 

Alvin Wong 1163 Carolyn Ave.   

San Jose, CA.  95125-3223 

408-293-6583 
Visitors welcome ! 

Robert Gass    c/o : VA Nursing Home Care 
Rm.258 

 4951 Arroyo Rd.  

Livermore, CA 94550-9650 

 
************ 

 

Robert  Frohock 

 

316 Morse Avenue 

Sunnyvale, CA. 94085-4329 

Visitors & Calls Okay! 

408-406-2719 

 

Raymond Ruhland 
5068 Trenary Way, 

San Jose, CA. 95118-2626 

408-267-5569 

Visitors most  
welcome! 

Jack Harris 
1066 Camino Ramon 

San Jose, CA. 95125 

408-314-6124 

Calls/visitors 

Welcome! 

Greg LaFavor 
6700 Buggywhip Ct. 

  San Jose, CA  95120 
408-268-5847 

THE RITE WORD 

Permanent Shut Ins 

Please remember those brothers that are shut in. A friendly call or note from a fellow brother would  be  

a warm and appreciated  gesture. Though, they cannot  always be present  , they are certainly not  

out of mind. We wish them all the best. God Bless. 

Please remember to notify us when a fellow 

Brother is ill, in need, or has passed to the other 

shore.  

We are not always contacted in a timely manner.  

Scottish Rite is here to assist!   

         Please feel free to call anytime!   

(408) 978-7483 

Called from Labor: 
 

BRO. JACK L. BROUGHER. 32° 

2-1--2015 

 



VOLUME 9,   ISSUE 4 Page 7 

Brethren, 

Spring has reached the Northern Hemisphere.  March has come and gone bringing with it 

the first blooms of the season, the chirping of the many song birds as well as the pollen and 

sneezing fits that come with it all.  But the lack of a good rainfall has left us high and dry and 

in another year of drought.  The Government asks us to conserve water, to take shorter 

showers, not to over water our lawns, and to use commercial car washes which recycle 

their water.  This request I agree with, and will comply with to the best of my ability. 

Maundy Thursday will be celebrated at Scottish Rite on the 2nd of April.  So bring your friends and family to 

join us in the coming of Easter. 

Spring Reunion starts on the 18th of April and the members of the different casts are putting many hours of 

their time practicing their lines and floor work.  I hope to see many of you there to welcome the new mem-

bers of our Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite. 

On another note, the officers of the respected lines of Scottish Rite are trying to plan events for the enjoy-

ment of all the members and their families.  I, being a member of one of those lines, would always welcome 

any and all suggestions.  Call me, leave a message.  My phone number is usually on page three of the newslet-

ter “THE RITE WORD”.  

Be well and GOD BLESS YOU ALL ! 

Will Montoya 

Commander, Council of Kadosh 
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From the Secretary’s Table….. 
My Brothers, 

 Spring is upon us, the flowers are starting to bud and bloom, and our Annual Spring Reunion is about 
to begin. PLEASE come down and join with your Brothers and our Candidates as they experience the new 
Light and Knowledge bestowed upon them in our beautiful Degrees. And, at the same time, reaffirm your 
OWN vows and obligations that you took when you became a Scottish Rite Mason. See you on April 18! 

 As some of you know, due to a rezoning by the City, we have had to cut back drastically on any events that have loud 
music. This means no more Saturday night quincieneras and wedding receptions, and the revenue we derived from them. We 
have had to cut back on staff and hours, so your Scottish Rite Building will be CLOSED on Mondays and Thursdays for the 
foreseeable future. However, the staff  is here to support YOU,  the Brothers, so if you need ANYTHING, just let us know. 

Hank Vlcek, General Secretary 

G reetings! 

Well, we are well into our year now and we have the Reunion coming up start-

ing this month on the 18th.  I won’t reiterate all the dates because I’m sure you all have 

them (sent out via email after the recent update).  I hope all of you will find time to 

come down, witness the degrees, and show your support for our new candidates.  We 

have reason to be proud of our Valley for doing so many of the degrees and doing good 

ritual work. 
 

For a bit of “April” Masonic history/trivia: on April 4th, 1778, Voltaire was initiated in "Les Neuf 

Soeurs" Lodge in Paris. His conductors were Benjamin Franklin and Count Gebelin.  Also, April 5th, 1886, 

Rudyard Kipling received his 1st degree.  But one of the more important dates associated with April is the 

formation of our own Grand Lodge.  The Grand Lodge of California was on April 18th or 19th (some lack of 

surety there) in 1850.  Also during April, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart receive his 3rd Degree in 1785, and 

President Theodore Roosevelt received his 3rd Degree in 1901.  On April 28th, 1738, Pope Clement XII is-

sued the first Papal Bull attacking Freemasonry.   

                          Hopefully, you find all this interesting.  If not, you don’t need to read it.   

Our Scottish Rite bodies make a difference, but it starts with each of us as an individual.   

This says it well: 

Start With Yourself 
When I was young and free and my imagination had no limits,  

I dreamed of changing the world.  

As I grew older and wiser, I discovered the world would not change, so I shortened my 

sights somewhat and decided to change only my country. But, it too, seemed immovable. 

As I grew into my twilight years, in one last desperate attempt, I settled for changing 

only my family, those closest to me, but alas, they would have none of it. 

And now as I lie on my deathbed, I suddenly realize: If I had only changed my self first, 

then by example I would have changed my family. 

From their inspiration and encouragement, I would then have been able to better  

my country and, who knows, I may have even changed the world. 
 

 Winston Churchill once said, “We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we 

give.”  In my opinion, this is what it takes to create positive change in yourself.  And who knows what 

changes will happen from there.  See you at our Stated Meeting on Tuesday night the 14th! 
 

Bud Ramsey 
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APRIL MENU 
~Lite Appetizers~ 

*  Smoked Ham  

With Raisin Sauce  

* Corn Soufflé 

* Scalloped Potatoes 

* Caesar Salad 
* Fresh Baked Rolls with butter 

* Dessert 

$15.00 per person - Reservations ONLY! 
Vegetarian Dish upon request ! 

TUESDAY,  APRIL 14TH, 2015 

G reeting Sir Knights, 

  It looks like Reunion time again and your Knights of St. Andrew are ready to assist. 

We will be working with the new AV Tech Chairman, Gregg Hall and the degree directors 

to help you and the candidates have a great time enjoying our Rituals and lessons. Isn’t it a 

privilege to serve? Are you new to Scottish Rite and looking for a way to serve our  

Brethren and families? You can come to the Knights of St. Andrew’s next meeting 

April 7th at 7:00 pm at the SJSR Temple and see what we are all about and how you 

can participate. 

  After our Meeting April 7th, the KSA will be working with Friendship Lodge #210 and serving our  

Veterans at the Veterans Resource Fair April 11th. We will be cooking for over 600 Vets and their 

families. There are three teams; two will be at the Masonic center at 8:00 am on the 11th and a team at the  

county fair. This event is bringing awareness and resources for those vets who need help with medical needs, 

homelessness, job opportunities and more. If you would like to show your support, visit the fair and the  

fiesta hall on April 11th. 

On September 5th, the KSA invites you to join us at the Scottish Highland games in Pleasanton. If you like 

great food and drink, Knights and swords, this event will not disappoint. We will know the pricing after April 

1st and will update in our May article. Please RSVP ASAP so we can hopefully bring any cost down with a 

large group discount. We will carpool from the SJSR Temple. The KSA already has three large vehicles  

offering rides. A rented bus is still TBD. Come join us!  

The KSA is also in contact with our Oakland and Sacramento KSA groups and I will update you all 

in the May article as to when visits are scheduled. Reaching out to these groups will help us in serving you 

better by sharing ideas and or borrowing others ideas on how to better serve our Valley. 

The Knights of St. Andrew thank you for your support. If you have any questions or need assistance, please 

contact me. 

Your Chief Knight - Jason Barnett 
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SATURDAY,  APRIL 18TH 

9am - 930am           Registration, Photo, Cap Sizing 

930am - 10am         Class Orientation 

10am - 11am           Open Lodge of Perfection and Confer                                 

                      4th Degree 

11am - 1115am        Break 

1115am - 1215pm    Communicate 5th - 8th Degrees 

1215pm - 1pm         Lunch (LOP to host) 

1pm - 145pm           Communicate 9th - 11th Degrees 

145pm - 230pm       Confer 12th Degree 

230pm - 245pm       Break 

245pm - 315pm       Communicate 13th Degree 

315pm - 4pm          Confer 14th Degree 

4pm                        Close LOP/Class Dismissed  

                                 (Badges to Tiler) 
 

 

FRIDAY,  APRIL 24TH 
 

6pm - 640pm           Dinner (Chapter Rose Croix to host) 

640pm - 645pm        Open Chapter Rose Croix 

645pm - 745pm        Communicate 15th - 17th Degrees 

745pm - 915pm       Confer 18th Degree 

915pm                     Close Chapter/Class Dismissed  

                                  (Badges to Tiler) 

 

Last month’s Stated Meeting was hosted by Chapter Rose Croix, with myself as Wise Master, and I must 

say this was my first time at the helm in 2015 and I still need a bit more practice. But - we got through it 

with a little help from my friends. It’s one thing to know the words—as well as the proper time to use the 

gavel—and then call on the other officers in the Rose Croix line in correct order. Continual practice will 

overcome my brief pauses without hesitation. 

The special “Maundy-Thursday” dinner and short relevant historical talk  will be held on the first Thurs-

day, April 2nd at the usual time in our San Jose  Scottish Rite Lodge.  In the United States Maundy-Thursday is a religious 

observance. This day, also known as Holy Thursday, falls on the Thursday before Good Friday. It commemorates Jesus Christ’s 

last supper and the initiation of the Eucharist, which is observed in many Christian churches. 

Maundy-Thursday is given as more than an ordinary observance by Scottish Rite. The Chapter of Rose Croix in the Eight-

eenth Degree provides for the extinguishing of lights until Easter Sunday, at which time the Chapter will be reassembled. We 

also celebrate the two world vernal equinoxes near these times in memory of  Freemasonry’s two Patron Saints—St. John the 

Baptist in the spring—and St. John the Evangelist in the fall. 

I also need to mention that the wine tasting event that Chapter Rose Croix had scheduled for Saturday, April 18th is post-

poned until later in the year. We have been pre-empted by our San Jose Scottish Rite opening of our Spring Reunion. The 

Lodge of Perfection will hold the conferring of the 4th thru the 14th Degrees on April 18th. Wine tasting will have to wait. 

 

Dell Bleiler 

Wise Master 

From the Wise Master 

SATURDAY, APRIL 25TH 
 

9am - 905am            Open Council of Kadosh 

905am - 10am          Confer 19th Degree 

10am - 1040am        Communicate 20th-21st Degrees 

1040am - 1050am    Break 

1050am - 1130am    Confer 22nd Degree 

1130am - 1215pm    Communicate 23rd - 25th Degrees 

1215pm - 1pm         Lunch (Council of Kadosh to host) 

1pm - 2pm               Communicate 26th - 28th Degrees 

2pm - 250pm           Confer 29th Degree 

250pm - 330pm       Break/Class Photo/Catch up on  

                                  previous Degrees 

330pm - 430pm       Confer 30th Degree 

430pm                     Close Council/Class Dismissed  

                                  (Badges to Tiler) 

 

TUESDAY, MAY 5TH 
 

6pm - 645pm           Dinner (Consistory to host) 

645pm - 730pm       Open Consistory and Communicate 

                        31st Degree 

730pm - 9pm          Confer 32nd Degree 

9pm       Close Consistory and Class Dismissed 

                                (Badges to Tiler)                                        

   



Membership is always important : Page 11 VOLUME 9,   ISSUE 4 

  

  

 Replace the ‘U’ with ‘YOU’ ! 

  Join with your Brothers at the Spring 2015 Reunion! 

April 18 / April 24-25 / May 5, 2015  

Support San Jose Membership  

by sponsoring a new member ! 

Application can be downloaded from our website.  

                                                        www.sanjosescottishrite.org 
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Future Scottish Rite Events 
 

 

Tuesday, April 14th ~ Stated Meeting  @ 6:00pm 

Dinner  after the Meeting 

Thursday, April 16th ~ Annual Pizza Feast and Magic Show at San Jose Masonic Center—FREE to all Brothers and Families. Pizza @ 6:30pm, Magic @ 7:30pm 

Saturday, April 18th ~ First Weekend of  Scottish Rite Spring Reunion , 9am—4pm  

Tuesday, April 21st ~ Santa Clara Valley MOA—Hosted by Palo Alto Lodge # 346 

6:30pm—Dinner  ~~  7:30pm —  SOI—Ritual of the 2nd Degree 

Friday-Saturday, April 24/25th ~ Second Weekend of  Scottish Rite Spring Reunion   

Tuesday, April 28th ~ Scottish Rite All Officers Meeting @ 7pm 

Tuesday, May 5th ~ 32nd Degree of  Scottish Rite Spring Reunion   

Tuesday, May 12th ~ Stated Meeting  @ 6:00pm 

Dinner  after the Meeting — Capping Ceremony 

Tuesday, May 26th ~ SJSR Foundation Board of Directors Meeting @ 5:30pm 

Tuesday, May 26th ~ Scottish Rite All Officers Meeting @ 7pm 

Thursday, May 28th ~ Santa Clara Valley MOA—Hosted by Mt. Moriah Lodge #292 

6:30pm—Dinner  ~~  7:30pm —  SOI—Ritual of the 3rd Degree/1st Section 

 

 

 


