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THE ANCIENT AND ACCEPTED SCOTTISH RITE OF FREEMASONRY FOR THE VALLEY OF SAN JOSE IN THE ORIENT OF CALIFORNIA

Happy Thanksgiving from Lodge of Perfection,

ovember is officially the month for giving thanks for freedom and especially for those
who fought and drafted the Constitution that enumerated our rights as a free
people. We should also give thanks to those who continue to fight to preserve our freedom
and especially those who paid the ultimate price for freedom. Many of those involved were
Freemasons.

Thanksgiving Day has been an annual holiday in the United States since 1863. Not every-

one sees Thanksgiving Day as a cause for celebration. Each year since 1970, a group of Native Americans and
their supporters have staged a protest for a National Day of Mourning at Plymouth Rock in Plymouth,
Massachusetts on Thanksgiving Day. American Indian Heritage Day is also observed at this time of the year.

Many of us were taught the origin of Thanksgiving Day to be the harvest celebration the Pilgrims held in
Plymouth, Massachusetts in 1621. However, their first true thanksgiving was in 1623, when they gave thanks
for rain that ended a drought. Early celebrations took the form of a special church service, rather than a feast.

Please remember to make reservations IF you plan to attend the Stated Meeting dinner. Adequate food
preparation is determined by accurate reservations. It is also important to cancel the reservation if adverse
circumstances occur. Our thanks to Angela who makes the arrangements for the dinners along with her many
other duties for the Scottish Rite.

We are in the midst of our Fall Reunion. Initially there were Eight candidates for the degrees, however, two
had to drop out due to unforeseen circumstances and will continue during the Spring Reunion. Please
schedule your time to support our degree teams as they confer the various degrees. Candidates are truly
impressed when there is an audience observing the work.

Continue to support your Craft Lodge and spread the knowledge of Scottish Rite Masonry, our events and
charities.

The Holiday season is just beginning. Plan ahead and when traveling be alert and safe.
Slainte Mhath

B.J. McCuiston, KCCH
Venerable Master, Lodge of Perfection

A SAN JOSE SCOTTISH RITE FUBLICATION
HOME OF THE ANCIENT e ACCEFTED SCOT TISHRITEBODIES OF THE VALLEY OF SANJOSE
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NOVEMBER DONATIONS
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The year is almost over &
time is running out........

«“2013” ) |
Honor Board Members TO THE BODIES

Make your contribution to the San Jose * In Honor of lll. Edwin Clarke 33" *
Scottish Rite Bodies and have your name For the Honor Board
included on the “Honor Roll”. By: Anonymous Donor

Your annual gift of $100.00 or more will help the San
Jose Lodge of Perfection,
Chapter Rose Croix, Council of Kadosh and We, the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation
Consistory reach the level necessary to provide qualit (TIN 94-2541623), hereby certify that all funds
y y p q y received on the behalf of the San Jose Scottish
events for our future success. Rite Foundation,

The Children’s Language Disorders
Clinic, and/or the San Jose Scottish Rite

*[1l. DURWARD AYRE, 33° Scholarship funds are used for charitable
purposes only and the donor receives no goods
* 111. RICHARD FISHER, 33° * or services in return for their donation.*

* BRO. ROBERT LAWS *

* BRO. ESTIL JOHNSON *

2013 Clinic Appeal

* 11l. RICHARD MEYERS, 33° * 30,000
20,000

10,000

II B B Donations

* 1. EDWARD CLARKE 33°

@ Annual Goal

Oct thru
Sep

It's that time of year alreadyu. %

The Annual Clinic Christmas Party !

We will have face painting, art projects, a bouncy house, food and more ! @
Of course, A special guest will be arriving to pass out gift bags !

Saturday, December 7th, 2013

Doors open at 11:00am until 2:00pm !

Come have fun and enjoy !

Sign up sheet will be in the clinic !

s w
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San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies
Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry

2013 - Lodge of Perfection

Venerable Master Bro. B] McCuiston, 32° KCCH 408-842-8927
Senior Warden Bro. Joseph DaSilva, 32° KCCH 831-635-9749
Junior Warden Bro. Jack Harris, 32° KCCH 408-314-6124

Master of Ceremonies Bro. Tom Bergevin, 32° 408-985-5996
Captain of the Host Bro. Hank Vlcek, 32° 408-578-6208
2013 ~ Chapter of Rose Croix
Wise Master Bro. Bud Ramsey, 32° KCCH 408-224-9431
Senior Warden Bro. Wolfgang Lochner 32° 408-505-1822
Junior Warden Bro. Cordell H. Bleiler, 32° 650-948-1400
Master of Ceremonies Bro. Brandon Duenas, 32° 408-763-7696
Guardian of the Temple Bro. Ion Vasilescu, 32° 408-371-7172
2013~ Council of Kadosh
Commander 1lI. Daniel Doornbos, 33° 408-263-2165
Ist Lt Commander Bro. Randy Downey, 32° KCCH 408-674-8341
2nd Lt Commander Bro. Will Montoya, 32° 408-274-1137
Marshal of Ceremonies I1l. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470
Lt of the Guard Bro. Jose Pulido, 32° 408-205-6432
2013 San Jose Consistory
Master of Kadosh Bro. Gerald Best, 32° 408-559-3102
Prior Bro. Gregg A. Hall, 32° 408 -656-2459
Preceptor Bro. Steve Munyon, 32° 408-313-0762
Marshal of Ceremonies Bro. Richard Rosenberg, 32° 650-494-8792
Captain of the Guard Bro. Martin Maxey, 32° 831-402-4903
2013~ General Officers
Personal Representative IIL. Kenneth G. Nagel, 33° 510-468-9864
Assist. to the Personal Representative I1l. Richard A. Meyers, 33° 408-264-0277
Treasurer Bro. James Arnold, 32° 408-859-7523
General Secretary Bro. Robert Rowan, 32° KCCH 408-945-5941
Prelate Bro. Mike Sloan, 32° 408-365-8266
Almoner Bro. Alan Spalding, 32° 408-259-2523
Orator/Librarian Bro. David Kimball 32° KCCH 408-836-6792
Tiler Bro. Bryant Day, 32° 408-256-2766
Clinic Director Bro. Robert D. Rowan, 32° KCCH 408-945-5941
Club Liaison IIL. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470
Director of Ceremonies Bro. Harold Leister, 32° KCCH 408-846-9788
Assist. Director of Ceremonies Bro. Charles Cowden, 32° KCCH 831-685-3416

I11. Ronald A. Seale, 33°
Sovereign Grand Commander
Supreme Council A.A.S.R.
Washington, D.C.

I1l. Frank Loui, 33° P.G.M.
Deputy of the Supreme Council in California,
Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite
Southern Jurisdiction, U.S.A.

Directors of the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation

President I1l. Kenneth G. Nagel, 33° 510-468-9864
Treasurer Bro. James Arnold, 32° 408-859-7523
Secretary Bro. Robert Rowan, 32° KCCH 408-945-5941
Director (exp 9/30/2016) I11. Richard Fisher, 33° 408-779-4088
Director (exp 9/30/2016) Bro. Hal Leister 32° KCCH 408-846-9788
Director (exp 9/30/2014) Bro. David Knapp, 32° 408-298-3838
Director (exp 9/30/2014) Bro. H. “Bud” Ramsey, 32° KCCH 408-264-0277
Director (exp 9/30/2015) Bro. Jack Harris, 32° KCCH 408-314-6124
Director (exp 9/30/2015) Bro. Randy Downey, 32° KCCH 408-674-8341
Venerable Master Bro. B] McCuiston, 32° KCCH 408-842-8927
Wise Master Bro. Bud Ramsey, 32° KCCH 408-224-9431
Commander 1IL. Daniel Doornbos, 33° 408-263-2165
Master of Kadosh Bro. Gerald Best, 32° 408-559-3102

Assist. To the Personal Representative Bro. Richard A. Meyers, 32° KCCH 408-264-0277

The Bodies of the Ancient and

Accepted Scottish Rite, sitting in the

Valley of San Jose, in the Orient of
California, acknowledge and yield all

allegiance to the Supreme Council
(Mother Council of the World) of the

Inspectors General, Knights
Commander of the House of the Tem-
ple of Solomon of the Thirty Third
Degree of the Ancient and Accepted
Scottish Rite of freemasonry for the
Southern Jurisdiction of the United
States of America.

Rite Word Support for 2013

Your donations for the Rite Word are Instrumental in
helping make a ingful c ication!

Limited Advertising is now
available.
Call the Secretary for
information.
Bro. Robert Rowan
(408) 978-7483
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Connor is an energetic and inquisitive eight year old boy who is receiving once a week speech therapy services
at our clinic. Connor began articulation and social skill therapy at the Scottish Rite Speech and Language Clinic

beginning of words in sentences. Connor currently continues to need assistance producing the “dj” sound at the
& beginning of his words (as in the word “Judge), the “th” sound in three syllable words, and the “ch” sound at the
" beginning and end of words in sentences. Given that Connor has a duel diagnosis of ADHD and Autism, he has
also been working on his self-regulation and “expected” behaviors within the therapy room.

Before receiving speech therapy at our clinic, Connors mother described his speech intelligibility to be lacking.
She reported, “Immediate family members could understand him but the progress made through speech therapy improved his ability to
communicate verbally immensely! Teacher Jenna is a gifted Speech-Language Pathologist. She is firm but caring. Connor greatly en-
joys his time working with her. I have most appreciated the extra touch. Warm greetings, consistent follow through, and homework to
practice at home. She is an excellent therapist! I greatly enjoy Connor’s confidence to share his feelings, re-tell a story or inquire and
explore by asking questions. We drive quite a distance for his sessions here at the Scottish Rite Speech and Language Clinic. I wouldn’t
continue the trek if progress had not been made. I would tell other parents about this clinic because of the quality of services by a capa-
ble and committed staff. Thank you sincerely for helping my son become a verbal communicator.

What a difference it has made for him and our entire family.” k

I am very lucky I get to work with Connor! Keep up the good work Connor!! Rite C Ate
-JENNA [Scotinh Rite
Hello all!

N ovember is the month in which we have a holiday that is dedicated to “giving thanks”. So I
encourage you to take time to tell the people you care about that you’re thankful they’re in your
lives. Life is uncertain and none of us know how long we have to be with each other. So, right now, grab the
phone and call someone you love and say, “Hey...just calling to let you know that you make a difference in my life
and I’m thankful!” Then you can come back and finish reading this. <pause fo allow time for the call> Now,
don’t you feel better?? And I’m sure they do too!

For those of you who attended the Fourth Degree conferral on the 29™ of October, it went very well.
We had an excellent dinner and were able to welcome several new candidates to the beginning of their Scottish
Rite journey. Please check the reunion schedule to see when the remaining degrees are to be conferred and come down to show your
support. Remember, reunions are not “just for new candidates”...it’s for us to come together in a reunion as Scottish Rite masons
and enjoy the lessons that our degrees exemplify. Please plan to attend all that you can!

So. in the spirit of Thanksgiving, here’s some food for thought about things to be thankful for:

Sense of sight — For letting you see the colors of life
Sense of hearing - For letting you hear trickle of rain, the voices of your loved ones, and the harmonious
chords of music
Sense of touch - For letting you feel the texture of your clothes, the breeze of the wind, the hands of your loved ones
Sense of smell — For letting you smell scented candles, perfumes, and beautiful flowers in your garden
Sense of taste — For letting you savor the sweetness of fruits, the saltiness of seawater, the sourness of pickles,
the bitterness of bitter gourd, and the spiciness of chili
Your hands — So you can type on your computer, flip the pages of books, and hold the hands of your loved ones
Your legs - For letting you walk, run, swim, play the sports you love, and curl up in the comfort of your seat
Your good health — For enabling you to do what you want to do and for what you’re about to do in the future
Tears — For helping you express your deepest emotions
Music - For lifting your spirits when you’re down and for filling your life with more love
Kind strangers — For brightening up your days when you least expect it
Your mistakes - For helping you to improve and become better
Laughter - For serenading your life with joy
Love - For letting you feel what it means to truly be alive
Scottish Rite - For letting you share the lives of some truly extraordinary people
And in closing, I say be thankful for friends. A friend is someone who fills our lives with beauty, joy and grace
and makes the world we live in a better and happier place. So, friend, I’ll see you soon.

Bud Ramsey
Wise Master
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. STARG COMPASS VALIANT PRIVATE SECURITY

e "Superior Security =
" for any event or property,
1084 Windsor Street Ph: (408) 674-8341 " is our nﬂnm a“[l

San Jose, CA 95129 FAX: (408) 777-8160
e-mail: randy@starandcompass.com
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the San Jose Scottish Rite Genter.
Wejare pleased to offer our se_r\uces

website: www.starandcompass.com cst #2081830-40
Group and individual travel for the Masonic Family

USA

41!”””
Alrcraft rs, Inc.

Marshall Wallace

PO Box 789
Marina. CA 93933 Tel: (831) 402-9323
? Fax: (617) 812-8448
marshall.w(@usaaircraft.com www.usaaircraft.com
Would you like to Business Card - $20 per month / $200 per year
advertise your Business? 1/4 Page - $40 per month / $400 per year
Contact the General Secretary : 1/2 Page - $80 per month / $800 per year
Robert Rowan - 408-978-7483 Full Page - $160 per month / $1600 per year

ENJoy A VIBRANT MASONIC
RETIREMENT AT AcAciA CREEK

Our mission is to enrich the independence, well-being, and security
of our residents through exceptional amenities, services and care.

(877) 902-7555 | ACACIACREEK.ORG | 34400 MISSION BLVD, UNION CITY, CA, 94587 ® & RFCE# 015601302
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408-224-4335

5068 Trenary Way, .
Raymond Ruhland San Jose, CA. 95118-2626 Visitors most
welcome!
16088 Balfour Lane
Gene Bassett 831-455-2007

Salinas, CA. 93908-1233

408-314-6124

A 1066 Camino Ramon . .
Jack Harris San Jose, CA. 95125 Calls/visitors

Welcome!
6700 Buggywhip Ct.
Greg LaFavor San Jose, CA 95120 408-268-5847
Orville Hanel 800 Blossom Hill Rd. 4%?/3?(15']?1?05
Lrvifle anes SanJose, CA. 95032-3575 _would ke
visitors please!
Permanent Shut Ins
Alvin Won 1163 Carolyn Ave. 408-293-6583 @
San Jose, CA. 95125-3223 Visitors welcome ! -
c/o : VA Nursing Home Care
RObert Gass Rm.258 sk Rk R H kR
= 4951 Arroyo Rd.

Livermore, CA 94550-9650

Please remember those brothers that are shut in. A friendly call or note from a fellow brother would be
a warm and appreciated gesture. Though, they cannot always be present , they are certainly not
out of mind. We wish them all the best. God Bless.

Called from Labor

Bro. Stanley A. Sells 32°

Treasured thoughts of one so dear
Often bring a silent tear
Thoughts of scenes long past

Years roll on but memories last.

Please remember to notify us when a fellow Brother is ill, in need,
or has passed to the other shore.
We are not always contacted in a timely manner. Scottish Rite is here to assist!
Please feel free to call anytime! (408) 978-7483
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From the Master of Kadosh - Gerald Best 32* KCCH

At the end of the first harvest in the new world, the Pilgrims at Plymouth
along with Chief Massasoit and a party of 90 friendly Indians joined in

a celebratory act that consisted of “three days of prayer and feasting.”

The Mayflower passengers that signed the agreement that became known as the
“Mayflower Compact” stated they had come to the New World to escape religious 7
persecution and “for the Glory of God, and Advancement of the Christian faith.” They endured a stormy
across the Atlantic Ocean at the worst possible time of the year and later participated in that festival to give
thanks to Almighty God. The Pilgrims were thankful they had survived a stormy voyage, endured a terrible win-
ter, and had been blessed with a good harvest that provided them with food. Lest we forget, this is the heritage the
Pilgrims passed on to us.

A national holiday, celebrated with a festive turkey feast, commemorates it, but the heritage of those sturdy Pil-
grims reminds us that true thanksgiving is more. While surrounded by an abundance of things which are the ac-
couterments of an affluent society, we must not forget that back of these things there is the providential care of
Almighty God, and like the Pilgrims, we are recipients of that care. To see life from this perspective is to see that
God’s mercies, new every morning and fresh every evening, are more than we can number. So, gratitude rises in
the heart, and we are thankful.

“Gratitude is the inward feeling of kindness received. Thankfulness is the natural impulse to express that feeling.
Thanksgiving is the following of that impulse”. Henry Van Dyke

George Washington's 1789 Thanksgiving Proclamation
= i
General Thankfgiving, -

sy THe PRESIDENT
or T UNITED STATES of AMERICA,

A PROCLAMATION.
HEREAS i is the duty of all nations to

A acklv:owl:cdgc tlhe Providence of Almighty Written by George Washington in 1789, this was the first
sods--to obey his will---to be grateful for his bes . . : : ; ;
nebisaat l):‘uvibly o mplﬁ £6.his proteltion official Presidential Proclamatlm? made in the Un'lted

a}x‘md‘ favour : And whereas bc;li;lloufes have, by States. Shortly after the Thanksgiving Proclamation was
their joint commitice, requelted me %10 recom- 7 i ] ]

méidfe the people of mgu nited States, a DAY written, it was lost for 130 years. It was likely misplaced
;rRPUBbI.l(;gi TfilcNKifc“I’cldNG and PRAY- when the US Capitol moved from New York to Washington,
¢ t: be ablerve acknow! ing with grates . . .

ful heatts the mm),’md fignal B ins! oF Al D.C. It now resides in the Library of Congress.

'mighty God, elpecially by aflording them an This is an excerpt from that proclamation.

lopportunity peaceably to eftablifh a form of go-
ivernment lor their fafety and happinels

ol Combread Safing

Ingredients:
3/4 pounds bacon, cut into chunks

2 large onions, chopped
4 ribs celery, chopped
1 tablespoon chopped fresh thyme
1 tablespoon chopped fresh sage
2 cups chopped pecans
2 (16-ounce) bags dried corn bread stuffing mix
4 cups chicken broth
1/2 stick butter

Directions: Preheat oven to 350 degrees F.
Cook bacon in a heavy skillet until crisp. Turn heat down and add onions and celery; saute until tender, about 6 minutes.
Add the thyme and sage and sauté until fragrant. Stir in pecans.
In a large bowl, add the cornbread mix, bacon and vegetables, and stir in the chicken broth. Add to a 13 by 9 by 2-inch
casserole dish.
Add butter slices to the top of the casserole and cover with foil. Bake for 30 minutes then remove foil and cook until top is
crisp, about 15 more minutes.

-- Angela Athans



http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/onion/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/celery/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/stuffing/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/broth/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/cornbread/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/casserole/index.html
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Regional Orient Membership Ambassador’s Message
November 2013

M asonry teaches not only the necessity, but the nobility of labor. From the time of opening to that of
closing, a Lodge is said to be at labor. The use of the word "labor" is but one of the numerous

instances in which the terms of operative Masonry are symbolically applied to speculative: as
the Operative Masons were engaged in the building of material edifices, so Scottish Rite Masons, like
all Free and Accepted Masons, are supposed to be employed in the erection of a superstructure of virtue and morality upon the
foundation of the Masonic principles that we were taught at their admission into the Order.

When the Lodge is engaged in reading petitions, hearing reports, debating financial matters, etc., we are said to be occupied in
business; but when we are engaged in the form and ceremony of initiation into any of the Degrees, we are said to be at work.
Initiation is Masonic labor. This phraseology at once suggests the connection of our Speculative system with the Operative art
that preceded it, and upon which it has been founded. In his Freemasons Lexicon, published in 1818, Johann Christian Gaedicke
said: "Labor is an important word in Freemasonry - indeed, we might say the most important. For this, and this alone, does a
man become a Freemason."

The labor of an Operative Mason will be visible, and he will receive his reward for it, even though the building he has constructed
may, in the next hour, be overthrown. He knows that he has done his labor. A Scottish Rite Freemason's labor, although general-
ly intangible, must be visible to himself and to his Brethren, or, at least, must be conducted to the do-er's own internal satisfac-
tion. As we build neither a visible Solomonic Temple nor an Egyptian pyramid, our industry must become visible in works that
are imperishable, so that, when we vanish from the eyes of mortals, it may be said of us that our labor was well done.

As Freemasons, we labor in our Lodge to make ourselves a perfect building, without blemish, working hopefully for the consum-
mation, when the house of our earthly tabernacle shall be finished, when the Lost Word of Divine Truth shall at last be discov-
ered, and when we shall be found by our own efforts at perfection to have done service unto God.

Durward C. Ayre

Durward C. Ayre, 33°, MC, Regional Orient Membership Chair for the Valleys of San Jose, Fresno and San Francisco in California

Brethren all,

Here we are af the month of November already. The year has definitely fraveled its course in a
manner that I expected but did not welcome. Why can’f I have more time fo enjoy my friends, fam-
ily and Brothers? For me personally it has been a difficult year, especially learning fo live alone; fo
prepare meals for one; and fo atfend events without my wife Sandy. 1do miss her immensely.

I'will be taking some time off over the Thanksgiving Holiday fo travel with my son and daughter
and thaf is a long overdue trip. I wish each and every one of you and your families a delightful
Thanksgiving Holiday!T

We are entering our holiday season celebration with our fall reunion. As said elsewhere in this message, it
should really be called our RE-YOU-NION. If you have not encouraged a Masonic Brother fo make application fo the
San Jose Scofttish Rite, why don’t you consider doing just that. At the very least, you could join us for one or more of
the degrees conferred for the class. We would love fo see you.

* ok K k¥

As the Holiday season approaches, please remember that your own San jose Scottish Rite Children’s Language
Disorders Clinic, needs your support. If you make a contribution fo the California Scottish Rite Foundation, be sure fo
designate our San Jose Clinic as your intended recipient, or better yet, make a contribution directly fo San Jose. You
know the address and phone number.

0.\
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NOVEMBER MENU
Assorted Appetizers

Smoked Turkey Breast
Green Bean Casserole
Mashed Potatoes
Stuffing
Turkey Gravy
Caesar Salad
Fresh Baked Rolls with butter
Pumpkin Pie
(Vegetarian Dish-upon request)

RESERVATIONS A MUST |
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SCOTTISH RITE
”2013 FALL REUNION”
HAS BEGUN..

Welcome to our new 6 candidates who have joined our Fall Reunion T

The dates to remember are:

Saturday, November 9th - Begins promptly at 8:30am
Friday, November 22nd -~ Begins promptly at 6:00pm
Saturday, November 23rd - Begins promptly at 9:00am
Tuesday, November 26th - Begins promptly at 6:00pm
Tuesday, November 10th -~ Stated Meeting Dinner/Capping Ceremony ~ 6:00pm

Copies of the Reunion Schedule are available in the front office or see Angela.

6
On the lighter side... m
o) <

Two campers are walking through the woods when a huge brown bear suddenly appears in the clearing about 50 feet

in front of them. The bear sees the campers and begins to head toward them. The first guys drops his backpack, digs
out a pair of sneakers, and frantically begins to put them on. The second guys says, “VWhat are you doing? Sneakers

won’t help you outrun that bear.” “l don’t need to outrun the bear,” the first guy says. “l just need to outrun you.”




THERITEWORD

n November 28, 2013, the American holiday of Thanksgiving falls on the same day as the first day of the Jewish holiday of
Hanukkah. Thanksgiving is always on the fourth Thursday of November, based on the Gregorian calendar. Hanukkah, an
cight-day celebration, begins on 9 Kislev, based on the Hebrew calendar.

The last conjunction of Thanksgiving and Hunukkah was in 1888. According to one calculation, this will happen again in the year
810506, just 79,043 years from now. Calculating dates on the lunisolar Hebrew calendar is complicated. In fact, the Hebrew calendar
has three kinds of years, each with a leap-year variation:

Chaserah year ("deficient" or "incomplete") is 353 or 383 days long.
Kesidrah year ("regular" or "in-order") is 354 or 384 days long.
Shlemah year ("complete" or "perfect”) is 355 or 385 days long.

We are now in year 5774, which is a shlemah year and a leap year, with 385 days.
That’s enough complication for me to doubt the 79,043 year estimate and enough for me not to bother trying to calculate it myself.

Hanukkah celebrates the re-dedication of the (second) Temple during the Maccabean revolt from 167 to 160 BCE, against the Seleucid empire. The Seleu-
cid empire was founded by Seleucus I Nicator in 312 BCE and included what is today Syria, Iraq, and part of Iran. Seleucus was one of the generals of
Alexander the Great. Those guys were Greeks, and they brought the cultural revolution known as Hellenism to their wotld. While many Jewish people
embraced Hellenism, it contrasted with Jewish traditions and practices in many ways.

In those days, the Jewish homeland was a client state of the Seleucid Empire. The Seleucid ruler, Antiochus IV Epiphanies', decided to turn Jerusalem into a
Greek city. He appointed one of his minions to serve as the High Priest of the Temple. Eventually, things came to a head in 168 AD when he outlawed
Jewish religious rites and traditions, ordered the worship of the Greek deity Zeus, and looted the Jewish Temple. One account says he sacrificed pigs on the
altar, just to rub it in.

In response, among the traditional Jews there arose a rebel army, called the “Maccabees,” a name derived from the Hebrew word “maqabim” which means
“hammer.” The Maccabees lead a revolt that eventually freed Judea from Seleucid control and enabled renewed Jewish religious observance. Today, many
historians view the Maccabean revolt as more of a civil war between Hellenized and traditional Jews. Fither way, it was a major step toward freedom of
religion.

The Maccabean revolt returned the homeland to Jewish rule. The traditional Jews cleaned out the Temple and re-dedicated it in 165 BCE. By the way, this
Temple was the one built by Zerubbabel after the Babylonian captivity. After three years of desecration and disuse, the Temple was a mess:

“There they saw the sanctuary desolate, the altar profaned, and the gates burned. In the coutrts they saw bushes sprung up as in a thicket, or as on one of the
mountains. They saw also the chambers of the priests in ruins. Then they tore their clothes and mourned with great lamentation; they sprinkled themselves
with ashes and fell face down on the ground. And when the signal was given with the trumpets, they cried out to Heaven.”

They cleaned up the Temple:

“And they cleansed the sanctuary and removed the defiled stones to an unclean place. They deliberated what to do about the altar of burnt offering, which
had been profaned ... So they tore down the altar and ... took unhewn stones, as the law directs, and built a new altar like the former one. They also rebuilt
the sanctuary and the interior of the temple, and consecrated the courts. They made new holy vessels, and brought the lampstand, the altar of incense, and
the table into the temple. Then they offered incense on the altar and lit the lamps on the lampstand, and these gave light in the temple. They placed the
bread on the table and hung up the curtains. Thus they finished all the work they had undertaken.”

And re-dedicated it.

“So they celebrated the dedication of the altar for eight days, and joyfully offered burnt offerings; they offered a sacrifice of well-being and a thanksgiving
offering.”

(1 Maccabees 4:38-40, 43-51, 56 NRSV)

Hanukkah is the Hebrew word for dedication. There are multiple versions of the dedication story. A favorite one says that the celebrants had only a
one-day’s supply of consecrated olive oil for the menoroth, the lampstands with seven branches used for illumination in the Temple. Miraculously, the oil
burned for eight days which was enough time to make more consecrated oil.

Today, to commemorate the Temple re-dedication, we light the Hanukkah menorah, which has eight main branches, plus the middle ninth lamp set apart as
the shamash (servant) light that kindles the other lights. Most Hanukkah menoroth use candles. Some use electricity. The first day, we light just one; the

second day, two; until all eight on the eight day. And we do lots of fun activities that you can read about online.

So beside the coincidence of calendars this year, do Thanksgiving and Hanukkah have anything in common? Besides being a selling opportunity for
“Thanksgivukkah” merchandise? An article in the New York Daily News said:

“There are amazing similarities between the Pilgrims’ quest for religious freedom and what the Maccabees were fighting for. This a great opportunity for
Jewish Americans to celebrate this country and for everyone to acknowledge the greatness of our shared religious freedoms.”

~ Daniel Doornbos - Commander , Council of Kadosh
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RE-you-NION
chlace the ‘Q with ‘YO{ J’ !

Join with your Prothers at the 5prlhg Keunion!

SuPPort San Jose Mcmbcrs["»ip by sponsoring a new member!
Application can be downloaded from the website.

Ha njoscscottishrite.org

PROPOSITION/PETITION
ORIENT OF SAN JOSE
ANCIENT AND ACCEPTED SCOTTISH RITE BODIES
Office of the Secretary (408) 978-7483
2455 Masonic Drive — PO Box 18220, San Jose, CA. 95158-8220

Fee: $150.00 (must accompany this petition)
(Please print or type)

Full Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Phone: e-Mail address:

Mailing Address (If different from above):

Date of Birth: Place of Birth :

Present Blue Lodge: Approx. Date Raised:

[Location:

Name of Spouse:

Occupation (If retired. previous occupation):

Name of Business:

Address:

Phone:

Have you ever petitioned for any of the Scottish Rite Degrees?:

[ believe in the inculcation of patriotism, respect for law and order and undying loyalty to
the principles of civil and religious liberty. the entire separation of church and state as set
forth in the Constitution of the United States of America. Wholeheartedly believing in the
foregoing, I respectfully apply for membership with San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies.

Signature: Date:

Recommended by:

N




SAN JOSE SCOTTISH RITE BODIES

Periodicals

OF THEVALLEY OF SANJOSE
Postage

PO Box 18220
San Jose, CA 95158-8220 PAID

Phone: 408-978-7483
Fax: 408-265-4578
e-mail: mail@sanjosescottishrite.org

Future Scottish Rite Events

Saturday November 9th ~ Fall Reunion Continues (11th thru 18th Degrees)
Tuesday November 12th ~ Stated Meeting @ é: 00 PM
Followed by traditional Thanksgiving Feast
Friday/Saturday November 22, 23 ~ 19th thru 30th Degrees
Tuesday November 26th ~ San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation meeting @ 5:00 PM
Tuesday November 26th ~ 32nd Degree
Tuesday December 10th ~ Stated Meeting @ é: 00 PM
Followed by Capping Ceremony

“The Rite Word (USPS #3043) is published monthly by the San Jose Scottish Rite at 2455 Masonic Dr., San Jose, CA 95125.
Periodicals Postage Paid at San Jose, CA. 95125
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Rite Word, PO Box 18220, San Jose CA 95158.”




