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A Message From the VENERABLE MASTER 

Brethren, 

In a recent meeting which I was privileged to attend, our Most Worshipful Grand Master and 

Illustrious John L. Cooper III presented a paper on Masonic morals. His eloquent presentations always leave 

me with something to ponder, in that search for a greater meaning of life and becoming a better man. 

Although the following is different, it shares the same fundamentals and that is: Every Freemason is 

earnestly exhorted to study himself. He who does not know himself, his moral weakness, his desires, his 

powers of toleration, and his real, not his imaginary spiritual strength, cannot live as the Order requires that he ought to live in the 

bonds of the closest fraternal love with the whole brotherhood. If an office is entrusted to him in the lodge he cannot know whether 

he is capable of filling it with credit to himself and profit to the craft. 

 It is quite as necessary that a Freemason should be as well acquainted with his moral strength, as he is with his moral 

weakness, for many Masons are inactive in the lodge and in the craft, merely because they do not know the power which is within 

them. He who has thoroughly studied himself and is susceptible of all good impressions will be subject to much less evil than 

others. Bear in mind, my brothers, that Masonry is one of the most sublime and perfect institutions that was ever formed for the 

advancement of happiness and general good of mankind; creating in all its varieties universal benevolence and brotherly love. It 

holds out allurements so captivating as to inspire the brotherhood with emulation to deeds of glory, such as must command 

throughout the world, veneration and applause and such as must entitle those who perform them to dignity and respect. It teaches us 

those useful, wise, and instructive doctrines upon which alone true happiness is founded; and at the same time affords those easy 

paths by which we attain the rewards of virtue. It also teaches us the duties which we owe to our neighbor - never to injure him in 

any one situation but to conduct ourselves with justice and impartiality. It bids us not to divulge the mystery to the public, and it 

orders us to be true to our trust and above all meanness and dissimulation and in all of our vocations to perform religiously that 

which we ought to do. 

For the day; there is only one corner of the universe you can be certain of improving, and that is your own self. “Patience is the 

companion of wisdom.”    

Joseph DaSilva, 32°  KCCH 
Venerable Master 
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We, the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation  
(TIN 94-2541623), hereby certify that all funds  

received on the behalf of the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation,  
The Children’s Language  Disorders 

 Clinic, and/or the San Jose Scottish Rite Scholarship funds are 
used for charitable  

purposes only and the donor receives no goods  
or services in return  for their donation.* 

 

2014 Honor Roll Board 
   Make your contribution to the San Jose  
Scottish Rite Bodies  and have your name  

included on the “Honor Roll”.   

Your annual gift of $100.00 or more will help 
the San Jose Lodge of  Perfection,  

Chapter Rose Croix, Council of Kadosh and  
Consistory reach the level necessary to provide 

quality events for our future success.  

2014 

HONOR ROLL 
 
 

Ill. Durward Ayre 33˚ 

Bro. Robert Laws 32˚ 

Ill. Richard Myers 33˚ 

Ill.. George Allen 33˚ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Rite Word Support  

for 2014 
 

 

Your donations for the Rite Word are  
Instrumental in helping make a meaningful  

communication! 
 

Limited Advertising is now available.   
Call Angela Athans for information. 

(408) 978-7483 
 

RITE WORD 

God Bless all who have 

 graciously donated! 

Thank you! 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

One evening an old Cherokee chief told his grandson about a 

great battle that goes on inside people. 

He said, “My boy, the battle is between 2 ‘wolves’ inside us all. 

One is Evil. It is anger, envy, sorrow, regret, greed, arrogance, 

self-pity, guilt, resentment, inferiority, lies, false pride, superiori-

ty and ego. 

The other is Good. It is joy, peace, love, hope, serenity, humili-

ty, kindness, benevolence, empathy, generosity, truth, compas-

sion and faith.” 

The grandson thought about it for a minute and then asked his 

grandfather – “Which wolf wins?” 

The old Cherokee simply replied – “The one you feed.” 



Ill. Frank Loui, 33° P.G.M.   

Deputy of the Supreme Council in California,  

 Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite 

  Southern Jurisdiction, U.S.A. 

Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33° 
Sovereign Grand Commander 

 Supreme Council  A.A.S.R.   

Washington, D.C. 

2014 - Lodge of Perfection 

Venerable Master Bro. Joseph DaSilva, 32° KCCH 831-635-9749 

Senior Warden Bro. Jack Harris, 32° KCCH 408-314-6124 

Junior Warden Bro. Tom Bergevin, 32° 408-985-5996 

Master of Ceremonies Bro. Hank Vlcek, 32° 408-578-6208 

Captain of the Host Bro. Martin Maxey, 32° 831-402-4903 

      2014 - Chapter of Rose Croix 

Wise Master Bro. Wolfgang Lochner 32° 408-505-1822 

Senior Warden Bro. Cordell H. Bleiler, 32° KCCH 650-948-1400 

Junior Warden Bro. Brandon Duenas, 32° 408-763-7696 

Master of Ceremonies Bro. Ion Vasilescu, 32° 408-371-7172 

Guardian of the Temple Bro. Charles Cowden, 32° KCCH 831-685-3416 

2014- Council of Kadosh 

Commander Bro. Randy Downey, 32° KCCH 408-674-8341 

1st Lt Commander Bro. Will Montoya, 32° 408-274-1137 

2nd Lt Commander Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

Marshal of Ceremonies Bro. Jose Pulido, 32° 408-205-6432 

Lt of the Guard Bro. Richard Bartlett, 32° 831-331-3342 

2014 San Jose Consistory 

Master of Kadosh Bro. Gregg A. Hall, 32° 408 -656-2459 

Prior Bro. Richard Rosenberg, 32° 650-494-8792 

Preceptor Bro. H. “Bud” Ramsey, 32° KCCH 408-838-3730 

Marshal of Ceremonies Bro. Shaker Nazer, 32° 408-554-9234 

Captain of the Guard Bro. Bill Mattson, 32° 408-771-1872 

2014- General Officers 

Personal Representative Ill. Kenneth G. Nagel, 33° 510-468-9864 

Assist. to the Personal Representative Ill. Richard A. Meyers,  33°  408-264-0277 

Treasurer Bro. James Arnold, 32° 408-859-7523 

General Secretary Bro. Henry A. Vlcek, 32° 408-757-1774 

Prelate Bro. Mike Sloan, 32° 408-365-8266 

Almoner Bro. Jerry Best, 32° KCCH 408-712-5370 

Orator/Librarian Bro. David Kimball 32° KCCH 408-836-6792 

Tiler Bro. Tom  Tefft, 32º 408-229-9460 

Club Liaison Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

Director of Ceremonies Bro. Charles Cowden, 32° KCCH 831-685-3416 

Assist. Director of Ceremonies Bro. Joseph DaSilva, 32° KCCH 831-635-9749 

San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies 

Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry 

Directors of the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation 

President Ill. Kenneth G. Nagel, 33° 510-468-9864 

Treasurer Bro. James Arnold, 32° 408-859-7523 

Secretary Bro. Henry A. Vlcek, 32° 408-757-1774 

Director (exp 9/30/2016) Ill. Richard Fisher,  33° 408-779-4088 

Director (exp 9/30/2016) Bro. Jerry Best, 32° KCCH 408-712-5370 

Director (exp 9/30/2014)   

Director (exp 9/30/2014) Bro. H. “Bud” Ramsey, 32° KCCH 408-838-3730 

Director (exp 9/30/2015) Bro. Jack Harris, 32° KCCH 408-314-6124 

Director (exp 9/30/2015) Bro. Randy Downey, 32° KCCH 408-674-8341 

Venerable Master Bro. Joseph DaSilva, 32° KCCH 831-635-9749 

Wise Master Bro. Wolfgang Lochner 32° 408-505-1822 

Commander Bro. Randy Downey, 32° KCCH 408-674-8341 

Master of Kadosh Bro. Gregg A. Hall, 32° 408 -656-2459 

Assist. To the Personal Representative Ill. Richard A. Meyers,  33°  408-264-0277 
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The Bodies of the Ancient and  

Accepted Scottish Rite, sitting in the 

Valley of San Jose, in the Orient of 

California, acknowledge and yield all 

allegiance to the Supreme Council 

(Mother Council of the World) of the 

Inspectors General, Knights 

 Commander of the House of the Tem-

ple of Solomon of the Thirty Third 

Degree of the Ancient and Accepted 

Scottish Rite of freemasonry for the 

Southern Jurisdiction of the United 

States of America. 
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From the Clinic! 

 

About the Rite Care Program  

 

In the early 1950s in Colorado, the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry of the Southern Jurisdiction 
of the United States initiated a program to help children with speech and language disorders. 

The results obtained from this program led to the establishment of Rite Care clinics to provide 
diagnostic evaluation and treatment of speech and language disorders, as well as learning 

disabilities.  
 
Today, there are 178 Rite Care® clinics, centers, and special programs operating or planned 

for children and therapists located throughout the United States. Each facility is staffed by 
speech-language pathologists or other trained personnel. Through the support of Scottish Rite 

members, these clinics, centers, and programs continue to increase. The value of this philan-
thropy has long been apparent. Tens of thousands of youngsters across the United States 
have been helped significantly. With the good work of dedicated clinicians and parents, the 

Scottish Rite has achieved successes that could only be imagined a few years back. Children 
who might have remained educationally behind for a lifetime can now talk, read, and lead 

productive lives.  
 
Funding for the Rite Care® Program provided is by the Scottish Rite Foundation, 

Southern Jurisdiction, USA, Inc., and local Scottish Rite Foundations  
  

 

Program Eligibility 
  

As a rule, the Rite Care® Clinics accept preschool children who have difficulty speaking or un-

derstanding the spoken word or school-age children who have difficulty learning to read. 
Some centers also offer literacy training for adults.  
Inquiries on age groups and program offerings in specific areas should be addressed to the 

director of the local Scottish Rite facility. Equally important, all services are available regard-
less of race, creed, or the family’s inability to pay.  

While all children in need are eligible for available Rite Care® Program treatment, please con-
sult with your local facility for specific financial information.  
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Brethren, 
 
Please don’t forget that Our Primary Philanthropy here in the Valley of  San Jose, is our 

own Clinic. We need your financial support in order to operate. At times our waiting list 

becomes way too long because of  the lack of  funds to do a better job and serve more 

children. The public schools refer children to us and often we cannot do anything more 

than put them on the waiting list. I am well aware that we all receive requests for dona-

tions on a daily basis — but don’t forget helping our own philanthropy! The children 

will thank and Bless You. 
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Would you like to  
advertise your Business? 

 

Contact the Business Office:   

Angela Athans - 408-978-7483 

Business Card -  $20  per month / $200 per year 

 1/4 Page - $40 per month / $400 per year 

  1/2 Page - $80 per month / $800 per year 

      Full Page - $160 per month / $1600 per year 

YOUR  

COMPANY ! 
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Shut Ins 

Ralph V. Sharp 
7010 Stagecoach Pass 
Show Low, AZ 85901 

Visitors Welcome! 

Alvin Wong 
1163 Carolyn Ave.   

San Jose, CA.  95125-3223 

408-293-6583 
Visitors welcome ! 

Robert Gass    

 

 

c/o : VA Nursing Home Care 
Rm.258 

 4951 Arroyo Rd.  

Livermore, CA 94550-9650 

************ 

Raymond Ruhland 
5068 Trenary Way, 

San Jose, CA. 95118-2626 

408-267-5569 

Visitors most  
welcome! 

Jack Harris 
1066 Camino Ramon 

San Jose, CA. 95125 

408-314-6124 

Calls/visitors 

Welcome! 

Greg LaFavor 
6700 Buggywhip Ct. 

  San Jose, CA  95120 
408-268-5847 

Orville Hanel 
800 Blossom Hill Rd. 

San Jose ,  CA.   95032-3575          

408/365-0805 

Would like  
visitors please! 

THE RITE WORD 

Permanent Shut Ins 

Please remember those brothers that are shut in. A friendly call or note from a fellow brother would  be  

a warm and appreciated  gesture. Though, they cannot  always be present  , they are certainly not  

out of mind. We wish them all the best. God Bless. 

Please remember to notify us when a fellow Brother is ill, in need,  

or has passed to the other shore.  

We are not always contacted in a timely manner. Scottish Rite is here to assist!   

         Please feel free to call anytime!  (408) 978-7483 

Called from Labor 

Bro. Walt E. Eller, 32˚ 

August 19th, 2014 
 

Bro. Charles Flick, 32˚ 

December 24th, 2012 
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The USPS requires us to publish the following form in our Rite Word every October, in acknowledgement that we have correctly done and 

submitted this form to the USPS Bulk Mail Dept and are entitled to Bulk Mail privileges and rates. 
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Friday, October 17 

5:30 – 6:00 pm  Registration, Individual Photo, Cap Sizing 

6:00 – 6:30 pm  Open Lodge of Perfection and Class  

   Orientation  

6:30 – 7:15 pm  Dinner (Lodge of Perfection to host) 

7:15 – 8:15 pm  Confer 4th Degree 

8:15 – 9:20 pm  Communicate 5th – 8th Degrees 

9:20 – 9:30 pm  Break 

9:30 – 10:15 pm              Confer 9th/10th Degree 

10:15 pm  Close LOP/Class Dismissed  

   (Badges to Tiler) 

 

Saturday, October 18 

9:30 – 10:00 am  Open Lodge of Perfection/Communicate 11th 

   Degree 

10:00 – 10:40 am Confer 12th Degree 

10:40 – 10:50 am Break  

10:50 – 11:15 am Communicate 13th Degree 

11:15 – 12:00 pm Confer 14th Degree/Close LOP 

12:00 – 12:45 pm Lunch (Chapter Rose Croix to host) 

12:45 – 12:50 pm Open Chapter Rose Croix 

12:50 – 2:00 pm              Communicate 15th - 17th Degrees 

2:00 – 3:30 pm  Confer 18th Degree/Close Chapter 

3:30 pm               Class Dismissed (Badges to Tiler) 

 

 

 

 

Friday, October 31 

6:00 – 6:45 pm  Dinner (Council of Kadosh to host) 

6:45 – 6:50 pm  Open Council of Kadosh 

6:50 – 7:35 pm  Confer 19th Degree 

7:35 – 7:45 pm  Break 

7:45 – 8:30 pm  Communicate 20th – 21st Degrees 

8:30 – 9:00 pm  Confer 22nd Degree 

9:00 – 9:45 pm  Communicate 23rd – 24th Degrees 

9:45 pm   Close Council/Class Dismissed  

   (Badges to Tiler) 

 

Saturday, November 1 

9:00 – 10:20 am  Open Council of Kadosh/Communicate 

    25th – 28th Degrees 

10:20 – 10:30 am Break 

10:30 – 11:45 pm Confer 29th Degree 

11:45 – 12:00 pm Class Photo 

12:00 – 12:45 pm Lunch (Council of Kadosh to host) 

12:45 – 1:45 pm              Confer 30th Degree/Close Council 

1:45 pm               Class Dismissed (Badges to Tiler) 

Tuesday, November 4 

6:00 – 6:45 pm  Dinner (Consistory to host) 

6:45 – 7:30 pm  Open Consistory and Communicate 31st  

               Degree 

7:30 – 9:00 pm  Confer 32nd Degree/Close Consistory 

9:00 pm               Class Dismissed (Badges to Tiler) 

San Jose Scottish Rite Reunion 

Fall 2014 Reunion Schedule 
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 Tuesday, October 14th, 2014 

“OKTOBERFEST!” 

Catered by our own GUNTHER MEYBERG 32°, Owner of Gunther’s Deli 

                                                    Assorted Appetizers 
******************************************************************************************** 

                              A Variety of Authentic German Sausages 

                     Sauerkraut and Red Cabbage  
                      Potatoes & Salad 

                     ‘Special Surprises’ 
                      Rolls and Butter 

                      Dessert 

$15.00 per person - 

With Reservations   

$20.00 Without                      
 

Vegetarian Entrée must  

be requested a week in advance! 
 

 

Call Office or Angela or email: 

adathans@gmail.com 

or 

aathans@sanjosescottishrite.org 

(408) 978-7483 office 

 

From the Secretary’s Table………… 

My Brothers, 

     Our Fall Reunion begins on Oct 17th, and we currently have only a few Candidates. Our Degree 
Teams are working long hours to insure that they present Degrees that are meaningful and relevant to 
the Candidates—AND—to the Brothers attending! 68% of Master Masons in California are not Scottish 
Rite members. Why don’t we try to do good for a Brother by just talking to him about what the Scot-
tish Rite is? Most men who were interested in Masonry and became Master Masons will for sure be inter-
ested in what comes after the first three degrees in Blue Lodge. One of the most important goals for 
each of us should be to inspire good Master Masons to join us and enlighten themselves by the beautiful Scottish Rite Degrees, 
philosophical studies, special events, entertainment and good fellowship! At your next Blue Lodge Stated Meeting, talk to your 
Brothers about how much YOU enjoy the Scottish Rite, what you have gotten out of it, and why you think they would benefit 
from the Scottish Rite degrees. You may just give a Brother the little nudge he needs to say; “Yes. I’m interested. How do I join?” 

          Our October 14th Stated Meeting Dinner will be a  very special one. It is the Annual Feast of Tishri, which all Scottish Rite 
Masons are required to observe. We will begin the evening with a genuine Oktoberfest feast, catered by our own GUNTHER 
MEYBERG, owner of Gunther’s Deli. Dinner will be followed by a presentation by Ill. Dan Doornbos, on the history and meaning 
of the Feast of Tishri. We strongly encourage all of you, including wives, to attend dinner this special night. Please call or come 
by the office and make your reservations NOW. We expect a big turnout, and Gunther needs to order all the food and bever-
ages in advance. Since we don’t want to have to turn anyone away, PLEASE make your reservations now.  See you on the 14th! 

Fraternally,   Hank Vlcek,  General Secretary 
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From the Wise Master…. 

One of the fun parts of travel for me is when I get a chance to do something 
masonic in a different town, state or country. Suz and I were traveling to 
Germany for my Dad’s 80th birthday. Thanks to social media (i.e. Facebook), 
an old friend knew that I was coming into town, and that I was a Scottish 

Rite Mason. Many questions later about Masonry in general, we come up with the idea of a 
road trip to the Freemason Museum in Bayreuth, Germany.  

(http://www.freimaurermuseum.de).  

Located in a building that is part of the Bayreuth Castle and also hosts the Bayreuth Lodge 
(founded 1741), the museum displays an enticing collection of historic documents and regalia, overview about masonry and show-and-tells of 
masonic philosophy and ritual. The three chambers of reflection, focusing on the main symbols of the first three degrees (a motion detector 
triggered a recording and sparse light shortly after entering the chambers) certainly were a key element of the overall exhibition.  

What really caught my eye though was an old Rose Croix apron, estimated to be from the late 1800s (see picture), likely via France. While Ger-
many has a long history of Masonry, its high degree systems were closer to the Swedish Rite and fragmented. In addition, there were many 
Grand Lodges, Germany being the union of once separate kingdoms. After many years, as of the 1960s, there is finally masonic unification into 
one overarching Grand Lodge union, and the predominant high degree system is the Scottish Rite. Ordo ab Chao! 

It feels good to be back, though. Our preparations for our Fall Reunion have started and practices are in full progress. If possible for you at all, 
please plan on attending our Reunion. We have added many additional degrees over the last several years, and it likely will be refreshing to see 
the ones again that you saw as a candidate. 

Last but not least, a brief reminder about our next wine tasting event: Our next Passport Day will be on November 15th and we are looking at 
the Saratoga wineries, specifically Savannah-Chanelle, Cinnabar and Cooper-Garrod. Please call me at (408) 505-1822 in case of questions, and 
see http://scmwa.com/event/passport-4/ for information about the passport events. 

Fraternally, 

Wolfgang Lochner  

Wise Master 

From the Master of Kadosh, 

Those of us that went on the Scottish Rite trip to New Orleans are just back from the adventure.  There were a 
total of 24 of us on the trip - 20 from our Valley, one couple from LA and one from Kansas.  We had a great 
time.  Besides the various tours and events, we spent one evening at the New Orleans Scottish Rite enjoying 
their fellowship and the following night the men went to see a Scottish Rite 1st Degree, while the ladies went to 
dinner with a contingent of the ladies from New Orleans.  It was a very interesting night. Be sure to ask some-
one that was on the trip about the Degree. 

Now on to the future.  We have the annual Feast of Tishri coming up. This is one of the obligatory functions we 
have each year and Illustrious Doornbos will be delivering the message during our Stated Meeting dinner.  We are also about to enter 
into the Fall Reunion.  Come down and support the casts as they present the Degrees and view them again for yourselves.  I know 
that each time I see a Degree, I pick up something that I had not seen or known before. 

Finally, we are very near the end of the year and it is time for us to look to next years line of officers.  To that end, if you are interest-
ed in becoming an officer, talk to one about it,. We are always looking for good officers to assist in running our Valley.  If you are 
going to be an officer for next year, now is the time to get proficient in the work for the office you will be taking. Do not wait till the 
last minute. 

Fraternally, 

Gregg Hall 

Master of Kadosh 

http://www.freimaurermuseum.de
http://scmwa.com/event/passport-4/
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 Replace the ‘U’ with ‘YOU’ ! 

  Join with your Brothers at the Fall Reunion! 

October 17-18 / Oct 31-Nov 1 / November 4, 2014  

Support San Jose Membership  

by sponsoring a new member ! 

Application can be downloaded from our website.  

                                                        www.sanjosescottishrite.org 
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Future Scottish Rite Events 
 

 

 

October 10th—12th  ~ Grand Lodge Communication in San Francisco 

Tuesday October 14th ~ Stated Meeting  @ 6:00pm 

Dinner  and Feast of Tishri Celebration after the Meeting 

October 17th—18th  ~ First Weekend of Scottish Rite Fall Reunion 

October 19th  ~ Grand Master’s Reception at the Scottish Rite  4pm 

October 28th  ~ Scottish Rite All Officers Meeting at 7pm 

October 31st—Nov 1st  ~ Second Weekend of Scottish Rite Fall Reunion 

Nov 4th  ~ Conferral of 32nd Degree of Scottish Rite Fall Reunion 

Tuesday November 11th ~ Stated Meeting  @ 6:00pm 

Dinner  after the Meeting 


