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In the warm summer months, when many Masonic organizations go dark, and we busy ourselves with vacations and out-

door activities, we sometimes forget that Masonry goes on, and in some cases has some of its most important events.  

Our Scottish Rite Valley is no exception.  In August, we welcome our Most Worshipful Grand Master, Bruce R. Galloway, 

at a formal reception and festive board.  As in years past, it will be a fun and exciting event, filled with good food, toasting, 

a few laughs, and an important message from our Grand Master.  Make sure to get reservation in as soon as you can for 

this event. 

This past June, we held the statewide Reunion in Oakland, where 18 Scottish Rite Valleys from all over California came together on put on 

an historic event.  We had a class of over 130 candidates, at all 29 degrees were conferred.  The Valley of San Jose was a major force in this 

event.  We conferred five of the degrees, and had a large number of our members there all weekend, serving as stage crew, and doing 

whatever needed to be done to make the event a success.  Our own Personal Representative, Illustrious Ken Nagel hosted the event all 

weekend, and it was simply spectacular.  I also want to give a huge thank you to Brother Jeff Toone, who put in untold hours preparing for 

the reunion, and worked hard all weekend doing the light and sound board, making sure everything went smoothly.  All in all, we couldn’t 

have asked for anything better. 

We have lots of events coming up this summer.  Please come out and support the many activities that your Scottish Rite officers are work-

ing hard to produce, and take advantage of your membership in the Valley of San Jose. 

I hope to see you in August. 

From the Venerable Master 

Grand Masters Reception 

August 14, 2018 

RSVP’s are a must.  If you don’t make a reservation you will not be seated for 

dinner.  So If you are not sure, call and verify. 
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We, the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation( TIN 94-2541623), hereby  
certify that all funds received on the behalf of the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation,  

The Children’s Language  Disorders Clinic, and/or the San Jose Scottish Rite  
Scholarship funds are used for charitable purposes only and the donor receives no goods  

or services in return  for their donation.* 

    

 

Up Coming Events to put on your Calendars 

 

Steinbeck Museum Trip    

September 22, 2018 

 

Stanford Football Game and Tailgate with Liberty Lodge 

November 17, 2018  Time is still TBD 

 

See Illustrious Chuck Cowden for Details 
 

 

 

 

 

Brother Jay Skiles 32° 

DONATIONS 



Ill. Frank Loui, 33° P.G.M.   

Sovereign Grand Inspector  

General in California,  

 Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite 

  Southern Jurisdiction, U.S.A. 

Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33° 
Sovereign Grand Commander 

 Supreme Council  A.A.S.R.   

Washington, D.C. 

2018 - Lodge of Perfection 

Venerable Master Bro. Randy Downey, 32° KCCH 408-674-8341 

Senior Warden Bro. Gregg A. Hall, 32° KCCH 408 -656-2459 

Junior Warden Bro. Wolfgang Lochner, 32° KCCH 408-505-1822 

Master of Ceremonies Bro. Mark Burger, 32° 831-373-1094 

Captain of the Host Bro. Ion Vasilescu, 32° 408-371-7172 

      2018 - Chapter of Rose Croix 

Wise Master Ill. Charles Cowden, 33°  831-685-3416 

Senior Warden Bro. Kerem Kapkin, 32°  831-334-4041 

Junior Warden Bro. Laurentiu Murgu, 32°  408-755-0079 

Master of Ceremonies Bro. Art Pasquinelli, 32°  408-483-9361 

Guardian of the Temple Bro. Martin Maxey, 32°  KCCH 831-402-4903 

2018- Council of Kadosh 

Commander Bro. Brandon Duenas, 32° 408-763-7696 

1st Lt Commander Bro. Naresh Rampershad, 32° 408-660-0121 

2nd Lt Commander Ill. Richard Fisher, 33° 408-781-6947 

Marshal of Ceremonies Bro. Garrett Burrow, 32° 408-891-6746 

Lt of the Guard Bro. Nicholas Palomarez, 32° 650-644-6940 

2018 San Jose Consistory 

Master of Kadosh Bro. Sean Patrick, 32° 505-400-5805 

Prior Bro. TJ Jackson, 32° 408-230-6088 

Preceptor Bro. Richard Rosenberg, 32° 650-494-8792 

Marshal of Ceremonies Bro. Cordell Bleiler, 32° KCCH 650-948-1400 

Captain of the Guard Bro. John Absalon, 32° 909-660-9983 

2018- General Officers 

Personal Representative Ill. Kenneth G. Nagel, 33° 510-468-9864 

Asst. to the Personal Rep. Ill. H. Bud Ramsey, 33°  408-838-3730 

General Secretary Bro. Gregg Hall, 32° KCCH 408-656-2459 

Treasurer Bro. Carey Atwood, 32° 408-832-1867 

Prelate Bro. Mike Sloan, 32° 408-365-8266 

Almoner Bro. Kaleo Gagne, 32°  808-699-0606 

Orator/Librarian Bro. David Kimball 32° KCCH 408-836-6792 

Tiler Bro. Tom  Tefft, 32º KCCH 408-465-2585 

Club Liaison Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

Director of Ceremonies Ill. Charles Cowden, 33°  831-685-3416 

Assist. Director of Ceremonies Bro. Joseph DaSilva, 32° KCCH 831-635-9749 

   

Chief Knight KSA Bro. Naresh Rampershad, 32° 408-660-0121 

San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies 

Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry 

Directors of the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation 

President Ill. Kenneth G. Nagel, 33° 510-468-9864 

Secretary Bro. Gregg Hall, 32° KCCH 408-656-2459 

Treasurer Bro. Carey Atwood, 32° 408-832-1867 

Director (exp 9/30/2019) Bro. Garrett Burrow,  32° 408-891-6746 

Director (exp 9/30/2019) Bro. Jeffory Toone, 32°  408-712-5370 

Director (exp 9/30/2020) TBA  

Director (exp 9/30/2020) Bro. Wolfgang Lochner, 32° KCCH 408-505-1822 

Director (exp 9/30/2018) TBD  

Director (exp 9/30/2018) Bro. Tom Bergevin, 32° KCCH 408-985-5996 

Venerable Master Bro. Randy Downey, 32° KCCH 408-674-8341 

Wise Master Ill. Charles Cowden, 33°  831-685-3416 

Commander Bro. Brandon Duenas, 32° 408-763-7696 

Master of Kadosh Bro. Sean Patrick, 32° 505-400-5805 

Asst. to the Personal Rep. Ill. H. Bud Ramsey, 33°  408-838-3730 
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T he Bodies of the Ancient and  

Accepted Scottish Rite, sitting 

in the Valley of San Jose, in the Ori-

ent of California, acknowledge and 

yield all allegiance to the  

Supreme Council (Mother Council 

of the World) of the Inspectors  

General, Knights  

Commander of the House of the 

Temple of Solomon of the Thirty 

Third Degree of the Ancient and  

Accepted Scottish Rite of  

freemasonry for the Southern  

Jurisdiction of the  

United States of America. 
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OFFICE HOURS 

Mondays & Wednesdays — Closed 
Tuesday, Thursday & Friday —

9am - 5pm 
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In “A Tale of Two Cities”, Charles Dickens opens his book with the line “It was the best of times, it was 

the worst of times”. Although extreme sentiments of the times of both London and Paris during the 

French Revolution, to me, it also conjures the idea that it can be true that we can feel both elation and 

frustration at the same time. I write this article having felt both those sentiments this past month. 

First, with elation, I wish to congratulate our 24 new “Masters of the Royal Secret” and welcome them 

into our Valley. It is the largest class of new members we have had in at least the last 20 – 25 years. Hav-

ing completed our historic Statewide Reunion on the weekend of June 29th – 30th and July 1st, there was much to celebrate and feel 

proud of what San Jose Valley accomplished. Having volunteered to take on more degrees during the conferral than any other valley in 

the state, the officers and members of our valley performed their work magnificently. Our members were also the largest contingent 

of those working the stage, both breaking down props and setting up for the next degree, but also leading the technical efforts to en-

hance the degrees. I could not have been more proud of how our valley purported itself during the entire weekend and I heard from 

many other Personal Reps congratulating San Jose Valley for how it performed. We had the 2nd largest class in attendance and our 

members were treated to what I think was a fantastic and well rewarding weekend. (At least, that is what most of them have ex-

pressed to me)! Please note the photo of the 131 total candidates from around the state and the many dignitaries in attendance. 

At our Stated Meeting, it was again historic, as we had more members, wives and families in attendance to witness the formal Ring and 

Capping Ceremony of our new members than in many years. There was much excitement felt throughout the evening, and it was rau-

cous with laughter and cheering for all concerned. We were also treated to an inspiring talk by Miss Odalay Alvarez, our graduating 

High School Scholarship Recipient. She related the story of her near death accident during her early years of high school, but having 

come through it, how she took her second chance at life and worked every day to thank God and her parents for giving her the life 

she enjoys. She spoke of how she wants to help others and pay forward in any way possible. Having been accepted to San Jose State 

University, she hopes to major in Business Administration, desiring to open a small business and employ those that need a little assis-

tance and helping hand. The evening was quite inspiring in almost all respects. 

I wanted to end my article there. But like the times of Charles Dickens, I also felt frustration. During my Orientation talk to our new-

est members at the Reunion, I tried to express how proud they should be about being a Scottish Rite Mason and that we should ex-

press our pride not only by our actions, but through our outward appearance. I told them that attending our meetings and celebrating 

our accomplishments was something special and that dressing appropriately was a huge part of showing our pride. But I have become 

dismayed at the trend that some of our members have taken in the way they dress for our meetings. Under the heading of 

“Whispering Good Council and Gently Admonishing……….”, I would like to say, “Brethren, we must do better”! The appropriate 

dress for almost all our meetings and ceremonies, is a minimum of coat and tie. Even on those nights we are casual, it should be Busi-

ness Casual, which only means no tie required. It is NEVER appropriate to wear faded out jeans or shorts and flip flops to our cere-

monies. We must exhibit more pride in what we doing. Would I rather have you in attendance and dressed down over not attending 

at all? Absolutely!! But it doesn’t take any more effort to arrive at our meetings with pride and dressed appropriately. Please take my 

comments in the vein with which they are written. I am proud of everything we do in San Jose Valley, and every member that makes 

us who we are. But we can do better. 

Wanting though to end on a high, let me finish this article by again saying, this past month was historic! Our Valley is truly accomplish-

ing more and more each year. Other than my home lodge, there is no place I would rather be to practice our Gentle Craft than here 

at this valley. I look forward to seeing each of you every month, and I am extremely proud to let the world know I am a Scottish Rite 

Mason, and a member of San Jose Valley. 

Thanks for all you do!! See you soon. 

From the Personal Representative 
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Franklin Wong 
 
 

Leo B. Mark 

Greenhills Manor 

238 Virginia Avenue 

Campbell, CA 95008 
 
 

Westgate Villa, Room 29 
5425 Mayme Avenue, 

 San Jose , CA. 

408-656-5572 

Calls/visitors Welcome! 

 
 

408-838-4764 Cell  
Calls & Visitors Welcome! 
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 lll. Durward Ayre 33˚ 

Ill. Richard Meyers 33˚ 

Ill. Richard Fisher 33˚ 

Bro. Estil Johnson Jr 32˚ 

Bro. Wallace Currey 32˚ 

Bro. Patrick Judge 32˚ 

Bro. Cirilo Paredes, 32˚ 

Bro. Bobbie Byers 32° 

Bro, Dave Kimball 32˚ KCCH 

Bro. Herschel Amos 32˚ 

Bro. Robert Laws 32˚ KCCH 

Bro. Hank Vlcek 32˚ KCCH 

Bro. Franklin Wong 32˚ KCCH 

Bro. Robert G. Allen 32˚ 

Bro. Bennie Cooper  32˚ KCCH 

Bro. Herb Dallas 32˚ KCCH 

Bro. Wayne Rose 32˚  

“Soft and safe to thee, my Brother, be thy resting place” 

 

Brother Keneth Kent 32° 
June 22, 2018 

 
Brother Manuel Moreno Jr  32° 

January 7, 2018 

Make your contribution to the 
 San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies   and have your name included  

on the “Honor Roll”.   

Your annual gift of $100.00 or more will help the San Jose Lodge of  Perfection, 
Chapter Rose Croix, Council of Kadosh and Consistory reach the level necessary to 

provide quality events for our future success.   

Send your annual gift of  $100.00 to Scottish Rite and have your name on  
  The “2018”Honor Roll 

 

Brother Charles Spencer 32° 

May 8, 2018 

Brother Wayne Rose 32° 

July 21, 2018 
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 What a marvelous California Orient Reunion we had!  I am so appreciative of the op-

portunity given to me by our Valley to play a small part in this historic event.  The four de-

grees of  the Chapter of Rose Croix were exemplified by the Valleys of Sacramento, Oakland 

and Ventura. A good  job by all. Thanks to the casts and all the others involved in staging and 

supporting these four beautiful degree conferrals. 

I was particularly taken on Saturday morning by the 17th Degree, Knight of the East and 

West. As you already know, this degree depicts a confrontation between King Herod II and John the Baptist 

resulting in the murder of John. The Oakland Valley’s performance was strong and beautiful while delivering 

the message about a king who sacrificed his spiritual soul for earthly and material things.  

I am thinking about a presentation on the 17th Degree at our June 2019 Scottish Rite Night of Instruction as 

a recognition and celebration of St. John the Baptist Day. Stay tuned for more on this later. 

Putting on my degree director cap, I thank the cast of the 12th Degree, Master Architect, for the great job 

they did in presenting this degree during the reunion. Kudos to Illustrious Hal Leister, Brother Joseph DaSil-

va KCCH, Brother Martin Maxey KCCH and Brother Don Littlefield for their polished performances and 

dedication to Scottish Rite Masonry. Also, thanks to Brother Jeff Toone for all his support during the reun-

ion. 

This month we hold our annual reception for our Grand Master of California Masons. It is hoped you plan 

to attend to honor our Grand Master and hear the message he has planned for us. Details on this event can 

be found elsewhere in the Rite Word. 

From the Wise Master 

Oakland Scottish Rite Statewide Reunion Class of 2018 
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Like some kids, Gavin is a child who has been in and out of therapy for speech since he 

was in kindergarten. His family and a few close friends were the only ones who could 

understand him consistently.  Talking on the phone was difficult and he was often 

asked to repeat words and sentences which led to frustration and self-limiting participa-

tion at school.  At school he was pulled from his classroom for 30 minutes of speech 

treatment sessions twice a week, tapering to once a week beginning in second grade.  

He disliked being singled out and missing class time negatively affected his self-image. 

His mother reflected on the therapy at school stating that “Progress was steady, at best”. His small speech 

group consisted of students with various production concerns, most which didn’t match Gavin’s.  During his 

6th grade IEP meeting at school he was deemed ineligible for services because his speech production was not 

impacting his education.  Yet, Gavin still needed services as his speech continued to be negatively impacted by 

articulation errors. His mother, a local teacher, found out about our clinic from a student in her class who was 

receiving services.  She said that the parents of her student praised the San Jose Scottish Rite and encouraged 

her to pursue speech support for Gavin. 

 

Once speech services were started at the San Jose Scottish Rite, his mother reported that Gavin’s self-

confidence skyrocketed. She stated that now “He speaks audibly and clearly.  Gone are the days of asking him 

to repeat himself at home, or the embarrassment of repeating statements in social settings.  Public settings are 

no longer stressful for Gavin because a listener might not understand him.”    

 

Gavin’s family was dedicated to making the most of Gavin’s services at the clinic. Clinically, he needed sub-

stantial supports, such as PROMPTs and tactile cues, and other therapeutic techniques to help him produce his 

error sounds correctly. Gavin’s hard work and the dedication of his family paid off. Gavin has recently been 

discharged from services as he has met all of his goals! His mother reported that the San Jose Scottish Rite 

Speech and Language Clinic “provided services that we could not have reasonably pursued through other 

means.  Everyone we’ve encountered has been very professional and welcoming.  I think it’s fair to say that 

our weekly appointments were enjoyable, especially for the amount of hard work and effort both by provider 

and client. Honestly, Rachel’s kindness and professionalism has been the most rewarding aspect of receiving 

services.  She is astute at recognizing concerns, and easily translates that concern into focused practice that 

cultivate results.  Rachel honors where each child is coming from, quickly develops a rapport with them, and 

bases services focused on client interests.  The results ‘speak’ for themselves.  Connections mean everything 

in generating buy in to practice, and Rachel genuinely cares about her ‘kids.’” 

 

We are so proud of Gavin and his achieve-

ment! He is a testament to the reason why the 

San Jose Scottish Rite Speech and Language 

Clinic exists. We provide services to children 

and their families when they cannot reasona-

bly afford, qualify, or otherwise find other 

speech and language services when they need 

help. Your support for our clinic helps us con-

tinue to tell these stories of encouragement 

and success! Thank you for continuing to do-

nate to our clinic. We appreciate your help!  
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    Attention all 320 Masons 

Come join us at the Scottish Rite Orient of California, Valley of San Jose 

Knights of St Andrew 

Interested?  Please contact any member of the Knights of St. Andrew 

or in particular, Jeff Toone, Secretary: 

email toonej@gmail.com 

What do we do: 

We provide services to and for the Bodies of the Valley of San Jose. These services include but are not limited to 

providing assistance to the stage crew of the various Degrees performances, promoting membership within the Scottish 

Rite, providing Greeters at the door for Scottish Rite Events, participating in parades, performing arch of steel at special 

functions, escort our flags, etc.  Come join with us to find the LIGHT and have fun doing so.  

KSA Events of the Future: 

1.August 19th KSA Stated Meeting with swords tactics. 

2. Sept 1st – 2nd Scottish Highland Gathering and Games, Pleasanton, CA.  We will be have a booth on display with re-

freshment and related literature.  It will be weekend of fun for the entire family.  We cordially invite you to come join 

us in the fun and games. For detailed information please check the website and take a few minutes to look at the videos.   

http://www.thescottishgames.com/  

 

 

 

MENU 

Tuesday, 

 Aug 14,2018 
 

(Vegetarian Entrée by REQUEST ONLY, by Aug  10th) 

Call the Office NOW at 408-978-7483 & make your reservations! 
 

Tomato Bisque 

Greek Salad 

Chilled Prawns 

Medallions of Beef 

 Fresh Strawberries Topped with Grand Marnier Cream 

  

  

From the Chief Knight 

mailto:toonej@gmail.com
http://www.thescottishgames.com/
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Upcoming Reunion 
November 17, 2018 One Day Fall Reunion 
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PAID 

Future Scottish Rite and Masonic Events 
 

Sunday August 12th — Hiram’s Hacker’s Golf Tournament 

Tuesday August 14th ~ Scottish Rite Stated Meeting  @ 5:45pm   

6:30pm Grand Master’s Reception and  Festive board   

Lodge of Perfection Opens 
Tuesday, August 28th ~ SJSR Board of Directors Quarterly Meeting —6pm   

Tuesday, August 28th ~ Monthly All Officer Meeting —7pm  

Thursday August 23rd —  SCVOA Meeting Friendship 210—6:30pm 

Tuesday September 11th ~ Scottish Rite Stated Meeting  @ 6:00 pm   

Council of Kadosh Opens 

Thursday September 18th —  SCVOA Meeting Golden Rule 479—6:30pm 

Tuesday, September 25th ~ Monthly All Officer Meeting —7pm  


