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Brethren, Ladies and Friends; 

Iõve been enjoying some interesting conversations 
with some of our members in trying to keep up with 
their lives and current activities, even though their 
situation does not always allow them to attend Scot-
tish Rite.  Some of the conversations were delightful 
and responsive, some were a bit sad.  

One call I made to a brother. Ill Jim Sanderson 33° 
was particularly sad, as I just spoke with his wife. Jim passed 
away August 10, and the call turned out to be one of consola-
tion, rather than brother-to-brother greetings. Jim joined San 
Jose Scottish Rite in 1953, received his Knight Commander 
Court of Honor in 1979, and his 33° in 1983. He was a Rear 
Admiral in the Navy when he retired, and has lived most of the 
later years of his life in Virginia Beach. We have had very little 
communication with him over the years, and I just regret hav-
ing delayed this long in trying to get in touch with him. 

Iõve spoken to several other brothers over the past few weeks. 
Bob Schmidt 33Á is doing well, but doesnõt feel good about 
making the long drive to San Jose from Santa Rosa. Wally 
Henwood 33° (with whom I share a Cornish family history) is 
recovering from a fall where he received scratches, bruises, and 
a dislocated shoulder. Vernon Mathison 33° (with whom I 
attended High School in Gilroy in the 1940õs) is doing well and 
follows our activities closely through the good offices of this 
publication. Also, many of you will remember Tom Caldwell, 
who is now living in Three Forks, Montana, and sends his re-
gards to all.  

John Lund 33° is a member of Carson Valley Lodge #33, and 
tells me he is being considered for a òMasonic Hall of Fameó 
award from Nevada Grand Lodge. John is not only active in 
his lodge, but is also busy writing up histories for the Masonic 
lodges in Nevada, and has garnered the attention of Grand 
Lodge in the process. We are very proud of John and all his 
efforts. John is the òEducation Officeró for Carson Valley 
Lodge, and as such has taken on the job of providing and pre-
paring three-ring binders for all the members of the lodge and 
publishing monthly informational articles for their enlighten-

ment. He is also a character (Benedict Arnold) in a 
Masonic play the Masons put on in that area covering 
Arnoldõs Masonic trial for the crime of treason. I am 
told his portrayal of Arnold is spell binding, inasmuch 
as John has  done so much research on Arnoldõs life 
that he is able to fill in details in the presentation that 
are not included in the script. 

I had a chance to visit with Brother George Moyer, 
32° recently at the Masonic Home in Union City. 

George was our Ambassador to Santa Cruz San Lorenzo Val-
ley Lodge #38, until he recently took up residence with his 
wife, Dusty, at the Home.  They are doing well and send their 
regards. I also spoke briefly with Irv Fershleiser 32° and his 
wife, Jeanne at the Masonic Home. Irv was tour guide for a 
gathering of Allied Masonic Degree members, and did an ad-
mirable job. 

I know many of you are in touch with brothers whom we 
donõt see that often, and if any brother has any contact with 
members whom we have not seen here at Scottish Rite for any 
length of time, please let us know how they are doing. The best 
way to update me on the welfare of these brothers is to send 
me an email; (rwinter@sanjosescottishrite.org).  Just telling me 
in the hallway or on the phone doesnõt always work as my 
memory is not all that great, but an email is harder to forget, 
and your message is much more likely to make it into this pub-
lication. 

Our goal in life is to make sure each and every brother is able 
to feel esteem in the eyes of his fellows, and we share an obli-
gation to keep the flame of friendship alive in every brotherõs 
heart. Keep us informed on the welfare and condition of all 
members you have contact with, and for those of you who 
read this message, but have not been able to attend our meet-
ings, please keep in touch. Whether you are able to get to 
meetings is not our primary concern; it is how well you are 
getting along in life that interests us most. 

  

mailto:rwinter@sanjosescottishrite.org
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Make your contribution to the San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies and 

have your name on the ñHonor Rollò.  Your gift of $100.00 or more 

will help the San Jose Lodge of Perfection, Chapter Rose Croix, 

Council of Kadosh and Consistory reach the level  

necessary to provide quality events for our future success.  

Incremental gifts welcome too. 

ò2010ó  
Honor Board Support Members 

   

Bro. Orville B. HanelBro. Orville B. HanelBro. Orville B. Hanel   

Bro. Egon JensenBro. Egon JensenBro. Egon Jensen   

Bro./Mrs. Tony MarianiBro./Mrs. Tony MarianiBro./Mrs. Tony Mariani   

Bro./Mrs. Richard FisherBro./Mrs. Richard FisherBro./Mrs. Richard Fisher   

Bro. Robert LawsBro. Robert LawsBro. Robert Laws   

Bro. Buck BallardBro. Buck BallardBro. Buck Ballard   

THE RITE WOR D  

From the Secretaryõs Table: 

The Rite Word is an official publication of the Valley of San Jose, Orient of 

California of the A.A.S.R. of Freemasonry, published monthly except July and 

August, at the San Jose Scottish Rite Center, 2455 Masonic Drive, San Jose, CA 

95125.  Phone # 408-978-7483 

The Bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, sitting in the Valley of 

San Jose, in the Orient of California, acknowledge and yield all allegiance to 

the Supreme Council (Mother Council of the World) of the Inspectors General, 

Knights Commander of the House of the Temple of Solomon of the Thirty 

Third Degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry for the 

Southern Jurisdiction of the United States of America. 

Ill. William F. Stovall, 33° 

P.G.M.  S.G.I.G. Supreme 

Council,  Ancient & Accepted 

Scottish Rite  for California 

Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33°Sovereign  

Grand Commander 

 Supreme Council  A.A.S.R.   

Washington, D.C. 

Rite Word Support for 2010 
Please add your name to the list ! 

Bro/Mrs. Tony Mariani  

Bro./Mrs. Richard Fisher 

Bro. Robert Laws 

Ms. Elizabeth Ahrens 

Ms. Shirley Gross 

Mrs. Ruth Zanger 

Mrs. Sue Jones 

 

 

Brethren, 

A s you are all aware, we are 

nearing the home stretch in 

preparation for the Liberty Mutual 

Invitational Golf Tournament.  We 

still need a number of volunteers to 

help.  Wonõt you please consider helping with registra-

tion, or scoring, or even just meeting and greeting the 

participants?  We sure could use your help.  Perhaps 

you can assist us in getting some door prizes or silent 

auction items for the event. 

* * * * * * * * *  

Here is a brief message from Marilyn Schmidt.  Looks like they 

are both improving, thank God. 

* * * * * * * * *  

Bob 

    Thank you for remembering me along with Bob in 
the "Shut In List".  I am now off oxygen, and getting 
rid of the wheelchair.  When we go to town I do use a 
walker.  Thank goodness I do feel better. 

    Bob has improved so much, thank goodness, since 
all of a sudden he had to turn into the chief cook and 
bottle washer.  If all goes well he does not return to 
the Doctor at Stanford until October. 

    Thank you again. 

Marilyn (Schmidt) 

* * * * * * * *  

DID YOU KNOW?  

Is there a distinction between Masonic oath and Ma-

sonic obligation? 

The òoathó is the òSo help me, Godó at the end of any 

solemn promise made with hand upon the Book of 

the Law.  The òobligationó is the substance of the pre-

ceding promises.  òOathó is thus symbolical of manõs 

fear of God; òobligationó signifies the promises and 

agreements made preceding the oath. 

(Source:  EMMESSAY NOTESñAugust 2010) 
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2010 - Lodge of Perfection  

Venerable Master  Bro. Durward C. Ayre, 32° KCCH 408-358-6970 

Senior Warden  Bro. Harold Leister, 32° KCCH 408-846-9788 

Junior Warden  Bro. Chuck Cowden,  32° KCCH 831-685-3416 

Master of Ceremonies  Bro. BJ McCuiston,  32° KCCH 408-842-8927 

Captain of the Host  Bro. John Williams, 32° KCCH 831-384-5365 

2010 - Chapter of Rose Croix 

Wise Master  Bro. Bryant Day, 32° 408-266-8184 

Senior Warden  Bro. John Unger, 32° 408-269-4418 

Junior Warden  Bro. Jack Harris, 32° KCCH 408-275-6326 

Master of Ceremonies  Bro. Bud Ramsey, 32° KCCH 408-224-9431 

Guardian of the Temple  Bro. Ken White, 32° 408-219-4015 

2010 - Council of Kadosh 

Commander  Bro. Gregg Hall, 32° 408-656-2459 

1st Lt Commander  Bro. Joseph DaSilva, 32° 831-638-1642 

2nd Lt Commander  Bro. Kerem Kapkin, 32° 831-334-4041 

Marshal of Ceremonies  Bro. John Fletcher, 32° 408-779-8042 

Lt of the Guard  Bro. Daniel Doornbos, 32° KCCH 408-263-2165 

2010 San Jose Consistory 

Master of Kadosh  Bro. Ken Justus, 32° KCCH 831-726-1542 

Prior  Bro. Randy Downey, 32° KCCH 408-255-3719 

Preceptor  Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

Marshal of Ceremonies  Bro. Gerald Best, 32° 408-559-3102 

Captain of the Guard  Bro. Rob Lupo, 32° 560-996-7037 

2010 - General Officers  

Personal Representative  Ill. Robert Winter, 33° 408-848-1242 

Treasurer  Ill. Royce Ford, 33°  408-294-2773 

General Secretary  Bro. Robert Rowan, 32° KCCH 408-945-5941 

Prelate  Bro. Gene Meyer, 32° 408-377-8580 

Almoner  Bro. Herb Dallas, 32° KCCH 408-268-9472 

Orator/Librarian  Ill. Maury Dunbar, 33° 408-773-9813 

Tiler  Bro. Bryan Holmberg, 32° 408-813-3869 

Clinic Director  Bro. Durward C. Ayre, 32° KCCH 408-358-6970 

Club Liason Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

Organist Emeritus  Ill. Carl Miescke, 33° 209-474-6235 

Director of Ceremonies  Bro. Harold Leister, 32° KCCH 408-846-9788 

Assist. Director of Ceremonies  Bro. Charles Cowden, 32° KCCH 831-685-3416 

San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies 

Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry 

 Donations  

Directors of the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation  

President  Ill. Robert Winter, 33° 408-848-1242 

Treasurer  Ill. Royce Ford, 33°  408-294-2773 

Secretary  Bro. Robert Rowan, 32° KCCH 408-945-5941 

Director (exp 9/30/2010)  Bro. Richard Fisher,  32° KCCH (408) 690-8517 

Director (exp 9/30/2010)  Bro. Hal Leister 32° KCCH 408-846-9788 

Director (exp 9/30/2011)  Bro. Chuck Cowden,  32° KCCH 831-685-3416 

Director (exp 9/30/2011)  Bro. Richard Meyers, 32° KCCH 408-264-0277 

Director (exp 9/30/2012)  Bro. Herb Dallas, 32° KCCH 408-268-9472 

Director (exp 9/30/2012)  Bro. Durward C. Ayre, 32° KCCH 408-358-6970 

Venerable Master  Bro. Durward C. Ayre, 32° KCCH 408-358-6970 

Wise Master  Bro. Bryant Day, 32° 408-268-4212 

Commander  Bro. Gregg Hall, 32°  408-243-4436 

Master of Kadosh  Bro. Ken Justus, 32° KCCH 408-263-2165 

CLINIC  

DONATIONS  

Sofia Carlson 
Tricia Schaeffer 

Brother Richard Fisher 
Brian & Jennifer Jackson 
Bro & Mrs. Alvie Hartsog 

Mrs. Caroline Ayre 

Thank you to all who donated ! 
 

Special Thanks to: 
Monterey County Scottish Rite 

Club for their generous  
donation! 

 

 

 

 

Donations are 

way down ! 

Every little bit 

helps! 
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T he San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies can take pride in their 
sponsorship of the San Jose DeMolay Chapter #1, which, 

incidentally, is the oldest DeMolay chapter in California. The 
Chapter, which had been dormant for several years, became 
active in November 2009 with the initiation of 3 boys at the 
Grand Masterõs Class. Their first project was a Super Bowl 
party last February at the San Jose Masonic Center, which re-
sulted in a successful, fun-filled afternoon for approximately 
65 youngsters. 

On August 15, the Chapter held an òIron Chefó competition 
at the San Jose Masonic Center, which drew 125 paid visitors 
and netted them over $1000. The contest featured teams from 
5 lodges, California #1, Three Great Lights #651, Golden 
Rule #479, Willow Glen Fraternity #399 and Santa Cruz San 
Lorenzo #38. The judging was accomplished by 3 profes-
sional chefs, all of whom having experience in international 
culinary competition. 

Those attending this event were treated to a fine buffet pro-
vided by Brother Gregg Hall. The winner of the competition 
was the team from Golden Rule Lodge #479, with Santa Cruz 
San Lorenzo Valley #38 and California #1 placing 2nd and 3rd 
respectively. 

The active members of the chapter advisory council, chaired 
by  David Cohen, 32°, are Daniel Marcussen, Richard Fisher, 
32° KCCH, Harvey Macinich, 32°,Joe Campbell,32°, Bret 
Welch,32° and Richard A. Meyers, 32° KCCH. Any member 
of the Valley is welcomed to attend our combined (chapter 
and advisory council) meetings, which are held on the first and 
third Tuesday evenings, at 7:00 p.m., in the library. 

Richard A. 
Meyers, 32° KCCH 

Assistant Personal  
Representative 

O ur second Master Craftsman Night of Discussion will  

be held on September 21,2010  at 7:00PM  

in the SJSR Library. 
 The night's subject is the Council of Kadosh with a focus 

on the 29th Degree,  Knight of St. Andrew( KSA) . The dis-

cussion leader will be  

Brother Jerry Best, 32 Degree, Chief Knight of the KSA. 

 Dress - casual 

Cost - $5.00 for food and beverages. 

Please make your reservations with Angela Athans 

 at 408-978-7483   

 
FOR THOSE WHO HAVE COMPLETED QUIZ ON THE 

COUNCIL OF KADOSH PLEASE BRING YOUR 

 COMPLETED QUIZ AS WE WILL BE REFERRING 

 TO YOUR ESSAY QUESTION. 

Constitutional Observance 

S ince the month of September is somewhat traditional 
for us as Masons to observe our countryõs Constitu-

tion, I offer some remarks about the involvement or influ-
ence of Masons in the writing of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and the subsequent preparation of the Consti-
tution of the United States. 

After the first lodge was chartered in the Colonies, Ma-
sonry spread rapidly and such men as George Washing-
ton, John Hancock, Benjamin Franklin and Paul Revere 
became members and Masters of their Lodges.  In the 
tense times before the American Revolution, the privacy 
of Masonic Lodges offered the colonial patriots the op-
portunity to meet and plan their strategies.  The Masons 
listed and many others, were intimately involved in the 
writing of the Declaration of Independence, and the Con-
stitution.  

It is very interesting to note that: 

¶ Of the 56 signers of the Declaration of Independence, 
9 (16%) were Freemasons 

¶ Of the 39 signers of the U.S. Constitution, 13 (33%) 
were Freemasons 

¶ Of the 74 Generals in the Continental Army, 33 (46%) 
were Freemasons 

Suffice it to say that there was a substantial Masonic in-
fluence in the creation of the governing documents of our 
great country.  In fact, if you were to examine the consti-
tutions from the old Stonemason Guilds you would find 
some striking similarities to some of the verbiage of our 
Declaration of Independence and our Constitution. 

I think that nothing could more effectively illustrate the 
process of our Independence and the Constitutional Con-
vention following it, better than a story called òWe the 
Peopleó which you no doubt recognize as the first three 
words of the Preamble to the Constitution.  You probably 
know that: 

¶ The Constitution was written by the Constitutional 
Convention, which first convened in Philadelphia in May 
of 1787. 

¶ A Constitution of a country is its supreme law, and in 
the United States, the Constitution is the basis of our Na-
tional government. 

¶ Many experts consider the Constitution of the United 
States to be one of the most remarkable documents in 
all history.   

A detailed account of the statistics surrounding this great 
document, would occupy a tremendous amount of time.  

It is not so important that we know every detail of its his-
tory, so long as we remember that it is a covenant with 
Freedom.  It is a way of life. 

(to be continued in next monthõs Rite Word) 
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Golfers Invited !!  

Volunteers needed !!  
 

We need help for registration, 

greeters, door prizes, silent  

auctioneers and other jobs as 

well.  Please contact our General  

Secretary and help us make this 

an outstanding fund raising 

event! 
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