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S eptemberõs Stated Meeting was devoted to the presentation of the awards for Mason of the 
Year for the lodges in our jurisdiction, and for me 
it was a tremendously inspiring occasion.  

I had the pleasure and responsibility of reviewing 
the dossiers of the men who were selected from the 
various lodges about the Valley of San Jose and was 
virtually overwhelmed by the accomplishments and 
contributions of the men whose names were sub-
mitted. 

From San Jose Lodge #10, we have Dr. Greg Cheung, who 
was raised in 1997, and hasnõt rested since. Heõs been in-
volved in many of the lodgeõs service projects, been Treas-
urer and Secretary, as needed, and is now serving the Lodge 
as Organist. His enthusiasm is contagious, and he is an ex-
ample  in the community as to the quality of individual we 
like to think of when we consider the concept of òan ideal 
Masonó. 

George Moyer from Santa Cruz San Lorenzo Valley Lodge 
#38 is another example of the quintessential Mason, and is 
involved in everything that happens in the Lodge, most of 
the time as one of the organizers or leaders. He is also an 
accomplished musician, most notably as the man at the key-
board of the lodge calliope during parades, especially involv-
ing the three youth groups the lodge sponsors. He is also 
actively involved in his church and Kiwanis as a key con-
tributor to both. 

Billy Uber, nominee from Texas Lodge #46 is another tire-
less supporter, not only of Masonry, but also community 
and youth group affairs. He is a key player in Texas Lodgeõs 
outreach programs to the local schools and youth groups, 
and visitations from other lodges and Masonic organizations 
that want to perform degrees or other programs in the his-
torically saturated town of San Juan Bautista. He is also Mar-
shal for Asiya Shrine this year. 

Joseph Da Silva, though only just raised in 2004, has distin-
guished himself as an energetic contributor to all the activi-

ties in which he has become involved. He is Senior 
Deacon and candidates coach in his lodge, an offi-
cer in the Council of Kadosh, past president of 
Santa Cruz County Scottish Rite Club and a De 
Molay Dad. As a wholesale florist, he furnishes 
flowers for every function he attends and often 
pleases the ladies with a personal flower or bouquet. 

Keith Lodge #187 chose a man who is omnipresent 
in all the lodge activities. As a professional bee-

keeper, Wor Howard Honerlah must take lessons from his 
bee hives as to his tireless work ethic and consistent effort in 
keeping Keith Lodge going. He is the sponsor of a new De 
Molay club in Gilroy, the prime moving force behind the 
lodgeõs Dictionary Project, Master of the Lodge for three 
consecutive years, and Association President. He never rests. 

From San Benito Lodge #211 we have as our nominee 
Brother Jack Trowbridge, Jack was raised in 1944, and but 
for a long, long career in the Army, has been a faithful atten-
der at the lodge for sixty five years. He is the lodgeõs tele-
phone committee and Chaplain. Jack is the unofficial greeter 
for San Benito Lodge, and as an old citizen of the City of 
Hollister, is an ambassador for Masonry in his community. 

Worshipful Dick Lovelace, from Pacific Grove Lodge #331, 
is Past Master, Past Hall Association President, Officersõ 
Coach, Funeral Master, and member of the committees for 
Auditing, Candidate Education, Investment, and Public 
Schools. He is a member of Eastern Star as well as the Cali-
fornia Masonic Posse, for which he provides an invaluable 
service as the member who performs their Bible presenta-
tion ceremony, as well as filling virtually any position as re-
quested. 

Morgan Hill Lodge paid well-deserved recognition to Wor-
shipful Ken Leverton. His talents and contributions to the 
craft are endless, and his support for Masonry goes all the 
way back to 1950, when he first was raised. He was instru-
mental in the very construction of the lodge building, as well 
as the furnishings, ornamentation, and maintenance thereof. 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Make your contribution to the San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies and 

have your name on the ñHonor Rollò.  Your gift of $100.00 or 

more will help the San Jose Lodge of Perfection, Chapter Rose 

Croix, Council of Kadosh and Consistory reach the level neces-

sary to provide quality events for our future success.  Incremental 

gifts welcome too. 
 

2009 Honor Board  

Support Members  
 
   

THE RITE WOR D  

From the Secretaryõs Table: 

The Rite Word is an official publication of the Valley of San Jose, Orient of California of 
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the Orient of California, acknowledge and yield all allegiance to the Supreme Council 
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House of the Temple of Solomon of the Thirty Third Degree of the Ancient and Accepted 

Scottish Rite of Freemasonry for the Southern Jurisdiction of the United States of Amer-

ica. 

Ill. William F. Stovall, 

33° P.G.M.  S.G.I.G. 
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for California 

Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33°

Sovereign  

Grand Commander 

 Supreme Council  A.A.S.R.  

Washington, D.C. 

Rite Word Support for 2009 

Please add your name to the list  

The ñRite Wordò is an expense primarily 

borne by the San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies 

and not the San Jose Scottish Rite Founda-

tion.  It is therefore not tax deductible as are 

contributions to the Foundation which is a 

501 (C)(3) tax  exempt organization. 

Bro. Egon Jensen 

Bro. Robert Laws 

Mrs. Mary Lou Johnson 

Bro/M Joseph Mariani 

Bro. Buck Ballard 

Bro. Egon Jensen 

Mrs. Shirley Gross 

Bro/M Joseph Mariani 

Bro. Buck Ballard 
 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Jean Dutra 

Bro. Mason Peters 

Ms. Sue Jones 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Brethren, 

Masonic Cement   -09 (From the 

Grand Lodge of Texas) 

C onstruction has a long history, going 

back to the use of clay bricks by the 

Babylonians in 2900 BC and where slime 

and pitch were their òmortaró. Some 400 years later in early 

Egypt the pyramids were built with a mortar of mud and clay, or 

of sand and clay. These mortars later were supplemented with 

lime or gypsum, which was somewhat soft and not durable. Sub-

sequently the Greeks and Romans improved their mortar 

through the use of volcanic ash and other materials, but surpris-

ingly, these improvements were lost and builders in the middle 

Ages used an inferior mortar which was subject to water degrada-

tion. It was not until the late 1700õs when the more modern ce-

ments were developed and perfected. 

Romans used the term òopus caementiciumó to describe ma-

sonry which resembled concrete and this material was referred to 

as òcementumó, òcimentumó, òcªmentó, or òcementó. the tem-

pering, and correct mixture of the various materials, and the ac-

tual preparation were known to a select few and they closely 

guarded their knowledge as òsecretsó of the craft. To be a 

òmattjonó, or wall builder, was a mark of respect with its masters, 

apprentices, and workmen. 

Use of cement to solidify and unite a building easily admonishes 

us to use the mortar of our experiences, of our lives, and small 

interactions with each other to unite our Band of Brothers and 

add to the beauty of the Temple created by the Great Architect. 

The Entered Apprentice is charged to prepare the mortar and 

guard it against being òuntemperedó, or not being mixed or pre-

pared properly. His apron is to protect him from this mortar and 

points to need to restrain his passions in order to move to the 

next phase of his life, namely applying his knowledge to con-

struction. 

A Fellow Craft he is to work and build. The implements of Ma-

sonry, notably the trowel, are to apply his cement and unite the 

various components of his life into a harmonious whole. Broth-

erly love and affection are the critical components which bring 

Masons together and a Brother must care about the conditions of 

his Brothers and make every effort to reach out to them at all 

times. The choices he makes represent his trowel in action for 

the betterment of himself and those about him. 

So it is, as a Master, he is charged to admonish, comfort, and aid 

his fellow Brothers. Like a Craftsman adding the final touches to 

a structure or an artisan crafting the final brush strokes to a 

painting, he must strive to help his Brothers in completing their 

(Continued on page 3) 

Thank you 
for your 

support! 
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2009 - Lodge of Perfection  

Venerable Master  Bro. Richard Fisher, 32° KCCH 408-779-4088 

Senior Warden  Bro. Durward C. Ayre, 32° KCCH 408-358-6970 

Junior Warden  Bro. Harold Leister, 32° 408-846-9788 

Master of Ceremonies  Bro. Nick Muhlhauser, 32° 408-395-6746 

Captain of the Host  Bro. Will Montoya,  32° 408-274-1137 

2009 - Chapter of Rose Croix 

Wise Master  Bro. Monte Bishop, 32° 408-268-4212 

Senior Warden  Bro. Bryant Day, 32° 408-266-8184 

Junior Warden  Bro. John Unger, 32° 408-269-4418 

Master of Ceremonies  Bro. Jack Harris, 32° 408-275-6326 

Guardian of the Temple  Bro. Bud Ramsey, 32° KCCH 408-224-9431 

2009 - Council of Kadosh 

Commander  Bro. Ross Fuller, 32° KCCH 408-243-4436 

1st Lt Commander  Bro. Gregg Hall, 32° 408-656-2459 

2nd Lt Commander  Bro. Joseph DaSilva, 32° 831-479-4381 

Marshal of Ceremonies  Bro. Kerem Kapkin, 32° 831-334-4041 

Lt of the Guard  Bro. John Fletcher, 32°  

2009 San Jose Consistory 

Master of Kadosh  Bro. Daniel Doornbos, 32° KCCH 408-263-2165 

Prior  Bro. Ken Justus, 32° 831-726-1542 

Preceptor  Bro. Randy Downey, 32° 408-255-3719 

Marshal of Ceremonies  Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

Captain of the Guard  Bro. Gerald Best, 32° 408-559-3102 

2009 - General Officers  

Personal Representative  Ill. Robert Winter, 33° 408-848-1242 

Treasurer  Bro. Royce Ford, 32° KCCH 408-294-2773 

General Secretary  Bro. Robert Rowan, 32° KCCH 408-945-5941 

Prelate  Bro. Gene Meyer, 32° 408-377-8580 

Almoner  Bro. Herb Dallas, 32° KCCH 408-268-9472 

Orator/Librarian  Ill. Maury Dunbar, 33° 408-773-9813 

Tiler  Bro. Bryan Holmberg, 32° 408-813-3869 

Clinic Director  Bro. Ed Clarke, 32° KCCH 650-949-2029 

Club Liason Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

Organist Emeritus  Ill. Carl Miescke, 33° 209-474-6235 

Director of Ceremonies  Bro. Harold Leister, 32° 408-846-9788 

Assist. Director of Ceremonies  Bro. Charles Cowden, 32° 831-685-3416 

San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies 

Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry 

Directors of the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation  

President  Ill. Robert Winter 408-848-1242 

Treasurer  Bro. Royce Ford, 32° KCCH 408-294-2773 

Secretary  Bro. Robert Rowan, 32° KCCH 408-945-5941 

Director (exp 9/30/2009)  Bro. David Gibson,  32° KCCH 408-395-7959 

Director (exp 9/30/2009)  Bro. Herb Dallas, 32° KCCH 408-268-9472 

Director (exp 9/30/2010)  Ill. Kenneth G. Nagel, 33° 408-984-0839 

Director (exp 9/30/2010)  - vacant -  

Director (exp 9/30/2011)  Bro. Chuck Cowden,  32° 831-685-3416 

Director (exp 9/30/2011)  - vacant -  

Venerable Master  Bro. Richard Fisher, 32° KCCH 408-779-4088 

Wise Master  Bro. Monte Bishop, 32° 408-268-4212 

Commander  Bro. Ross Fuller, 32° KCCH 408-243-4436 

Master of Kadosh  Bro. Daniel Doornbos, 32° KCCH 408-263-2165 

Remember to reserve your place at the Grand Masterõs Reception on Saturday October 10, 

2009 right here at Scottish Rite.  NASCAR is the theme, and òTeam Nageló will be present 

at the race.  Tickets are available from your Lodge or the Scottish Rite Office. 

Temple and at the same time, complete his. of us is a stone 

in the Temple of the Great Architect and the mortar that 

holds that Temple together is the mortar we create through 

our actions and deeds. We must strive to make that cement 

as true and pure as we can, for each Mason will be meas-

ured in the final days and wishes to be found upright, level 

and square.  

* * * * * * * *  

 

 

* * * * * *  

 

C onsistent with the dignity and decorum that is 

characteristic of Grand Lodge Ceremony, THE 

MOST WORSHIPFUL GRAND LODGE of FREE 

and ACCEPTED MASONS of the STATE of CALI-

FORNIA, held their Installation of Officers for 2009 

- 2010.  

 

Members of San Jose Scottish Rite installed as Grand 

Lodge Officers were : Kenneth G. Nagel, 33rd de-

gree, installed as Grand Master of all masons in Cali-

fornia; Irwin M. Fershleiser, 32nd degree, installed as 

Grand Chaplain; Bud Ramsey, 32nd degree, 

K.C.C.H., installed as Assist. Grand Lecturer, Div. 

III ; H. John Fletcher, 32nd degree, installed as Grand 

Marshal; and Jack L. Harris, 32nd degree, installed as 

Senior Grand Deacon. 

 

Randy Downey, 32nd degree, was appointed as Chief 

of Staff to the Grand Master. 

 

Congratulations to all of you. 

 

The installation ceremony was concluded with the 

moving patriotic remarks and video presentation by 

Grand Master, Kenneth G. Nagel. 

 

Roger Bibb  

(Continued from page 2) 
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