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Brethren and friends,  

The Fall reunion is in the history books, and will 
go down as a great production, one of which we 
all can be proud. The efforts of the Reunion Di-
rector and Assistant Director, Hal Leister and 
Chuck Cowden, as well as the òProduceró, Bob 
Rowan, all the Degree Directors, and casts of the 
various degrees, were superb. While we only had 
three candidates, they were treated to an excellent reunion. 
And, not the least to receive our applause is Angela 
Athans, who was everywhere in the preparation of the 
food and decorations. We are indeed fortunate to have 
these fine people working toward the success of the Val-
ley. Please thank them when you get a chance, and let 
them know we appreciate their efforts. 

In the Valley of San Jose, we are working toward two 
main goals. First, we are dedicated to seek and disseminate 
the light of Freemasonry and goodwill to all with whom 
we come in contact. Secondly, we are working to support 
a laudable goal; the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation and 
especially our Childhood Language Clinic. As I tour the 
clinic occasionally, I canõt help a feeling of pride in the job 
our specialists are doing with the children that come to us. 
Monthly we see the success stories reported in The Rite 
Word, and can reflect on the fact that WE ARE 
CHANGING LIVES, here in the Santa Clara Valley. This 
project, however, comes with a price.  

Our contributing members, especially Illustrious Leo 
Mark 33°, Illustrious Dalton Noland 33° and their prede-
cessors worked tirelessly to put into a self sustaining posi-
tion; one in which we could support the work of the 
Clinic with a minimum of outside help. Two or three fac-
tors, however, have combined to make that position 
rather tenuous. First, as a ò501 (c) 3ó charity, our legal 
obligation is to generate at least ten percent of our reve-
nue from outside contributions. Iõll return to this matter 

presently. Secondly, the shift in the economy has 
reduced our rental income significantly, without a 
corresponding reduction in costs. Thirdly, our 
investment portfolio has been drawn down by 
the slump in the economy, even though our in-
vestment manager is working heroically to keep 
us afloat. 

 The last two factors are subject to improvement 
as the economy improves, and we see some relief even 
now. The first factor, however, the matter of charitable 
contributions, is a matter of deep concern with me and 
with the Board of Directors. While I hesitate to bring this 
subject up at all, we must face reality. I know all of us re-
ceive periodic requests from the California Scottish Rite 
Foundation for donations to that charity, and Iõm sure 
there are a great many reading this message that give gen-
erously to that cause. Iõm also sure, however, that those 
who do make that foundation one of their regular charita-
ble recipients are unaware of the fact that none, thatõs 
right, none of that money ever gets back to our valley to 
help support the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation or our 
Childhood Language Clinic. 

The matter all began when a particular brother wanted to 
see to it that his charitable donation would be used solely 
for the benefit of a clinic here in San Jose, and as a result, 
the men then in charge created a separate foundation for 
San Jose, apart and aside from the California Scottish Rite 
Foundation. We are our own foundation and none of the 
proceeds of the state foundation filter down to our valley. 
I have been reluctant to make an issue of this fact, be-
cause up until 2008, the California Foundation shared the 
proceeds of the fundraising effort equitably with the 
twenty valleys in the state, but now, it seems, they have 
had a change of policy demanding the member valleys (of 
which we are not one) to submit line-item expenses to the 
California Foundation for which they (the Orient) dis-

(Continued on page 6) 
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Make your contribution to the San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies and 

have your name on the ñHonor Rollò.  Your gift of $100.00 or 

more will help the San Jose Lodge of Perfection, Chapter Rose 

Croix, Council of Kadosh and Consistory reach the level neces-

sary to provide quality events for our future success.  Incremental 

gifts welcome too. 
 

2009 Honor Board  

Support Members  
 
   

THE RITE WOR D  

From the Secretaryõs Table: 

The Rite Word is an official publication of the Valley of San Jose, Orient of California of 

the A.A.S.R. of Freemasonry, published monthly except July and August, at the San Jose 

Scottish Rite Center, 2455 Masonic Drive, San Jose, CA 95125.  Phone # 408-978-7483 

The Bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, sitting in the Valley of San Jose, in 

the Orient of California, acknowledge and yield all allegiance to the Supreme Council 

(Mother Council of the World) of the Inspectors General, Knights Commander of the 

House of the Temple of Solomon of the Thirty Third Degree of the Ancient and Accepted 

Scottish Rite of Freemasonry for the Southern Jurisdiction of the United States of Amer-

ica. 

Ill. William F. Stovall, 

33° P.G.M.  S.G.I.G. 

Supreme Council,  

Ancient & Accepted 

Scottish Rite                

for California 

Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33°

Sovereign  

Grand Commander 

 Supreme Council  A.A.S.R.  

Washington, D.C. 

Rite Word Support for 2009 

Please add your name to the list  

The ñRite Wordò is an expense primarily 

borne by the San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies 

and not the San Jose Scottish Rite Founda-

tion.  It is therefore not tax deductible as are 

contributions to the Foundation which is a 

501 (C)(3) tax  exempt organization. 

Bro. Egon Jensen 

Bro. Robert Laws 

Mrs. Mary Lou Johnson 

Bro/M Joseph Mariani 

Bro. Buck Ballard 

Bro. Egon Jensen 

Mrs. Shirley Gross 

Bro/M Joseph Mariani  

Bro. Buck Ballard  

 
 
 
 
 

Mrs. Jean Dutra 
Bro. Mason Peters 

Ms. Sue Jones 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B oy have we ever had an interesting 

month of October.  From the very 

beginning of the month, every day was 

like Halloween! 

We began the month with Annual Com-

munication at Grand Lodge followed by 

an OAM reception here in honor of the Grand Master.  

Then our own stated meeting and 15 nights of rehearsal for 

the degrees conferred at our reunion culminating with the 

final night of reunion, which was actually òAll Hallowõs 

Eveó. 

* * * * * *  

Since Veteransõ Day is November 11th, I thought I would 

share some of its History. 

What Do You Know About Veterans Day?  

Veterans Day  gives Americans the opportunity to cele-

brate the bravery and sacrifice of all U.S. veterans. How-

ever, most Americans confuse this holiday with Memorial 

Day, reports the Department of Veterans Affairs. What's 

more, some Americans don't know why we commemorate 

our Veterans on Nov.11. It's imperative that all Americans 

know the history of Veterans Day so that we can honor 

our former service members properly. 

Veterans Day , formerly known as Armistice Day , was 

originally set as a U.S. legal holiday to honor the end of 

World War I, which officially took place on November 11, 

1918. In legislation that was passed in 1938, November 11 

was "dedicated to the cause of world peace and to be 

hereafter celebrated and known as 'Armistice Day.'" As 

such, this new legal holiday honored World War I veter-

ans. 

In 1954, after having been through both World War II and 

the Korean War, the 83rd U.S. Congress -- at the urging of 

the veterans service organizations -- amended the Act of 

1938 by striking out the word "Armistice" and inserting the 

word "Veterans." With the approval of this legislation on 

June 1, 1954, Nov. 11 became a day to honor American 

veterans of all wars. 

In 1968, the Uniforms Holiday Bill  ensured three-day 

weekends for federal employees by celebrating four na-
(Continued on page 3) 

Thank you 
for your 

support! 
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2009 - Lodge of Perfection  

Venerable Master  Bro. Richard Fisher, 32° KCCH 408-779-4088 

Senior Warden  Bro. Durward C. Ayre, 32° KCCH 408-358-6970 

Junior Warden  Bro. Harold Leister, 32° 408-846-9788 

Master of Ceremonies  Bro. Nick Muhlhauser, 32° 408-395-6746 

Captain of the Host  Bro. Will Montoya,  32° 408-274-1137 

2009 - Chapter of Rose Croix 

Wise Master  Bro. Monte Bishop, 32° 408-268-4212 

Senior Warden  Bro. Bryant Day, 32° 408-266-8184 

Junior Warden  Bro. John Unger, 32° 408-269-4418 

Master of Ceremonies  Bro. Jack Harris, 32° 408-275-6326 

Guardian of the Temple  Bro. Bud Ramsey, 32° KCCH 408-224-9431 

2009 - Council of Kadosh 

Commander  Bro. Ross Fuller, 32° KCCH 408-243-4436 

1st Lt Commander  Bro. Gregg Hall, 32° 408-656-2459 

2nd Lt Commander  Bro. Joseph DaSilva, 32° 831-479-4381 

Marshal of Ceremonies  Bro. Kerem Kapkin, 32° 831-334-4041 

Lt of the Guard  Bro. John Fletcher, 32°  

2009 San Jose Consistory 

Master of Kadosh  Bro. Daniel Doornbos, 32° KCCH 408-263-2165 

Prior  Bro. Ken Justus, 32° 831-726-1542 

Preceptor  Bro. Randy Downey, 32° 408-255-3719 

Marshal of Ceremonies  Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

Captain of the Guard  Bro. Gerald Best, 32° 408-559-3102 

2009 - General Officers  

Personal Representative  Ill. Robert Winter, 33° 408-848-1242 

Treasurer  Bro. Royce Ford, 32° KCCH 408-294-2773 

General Secretary  Bro. Robert Rowan, 32° KCCH 408-945-5941 

Prelate  Bro. Gene Meyer, 32° 408-377-8580 

Almoner  Bro. Herb Dallas, 32° KCCH 408-268-9472 

Orator/Librarian  Ill. Maury Dunbar, 33° 408-773-9813 

Tiler  Bro. Bryan Holmberg, 32° 408-813-3869 

Clinic Director  Bro. Ed Clarke, 32° KCCH 650-949-2029 

Club Liason Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

Organist Emeritus  Ill. Carl Miescke, 33° 209-474-6235 

Director of Ceremonies  Bro. Harold Leister, 32° 408-846-9788 

Assist. Director of Ceremonies  Bro. Charles Cowden, 32° 831-685-3416 

San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies 

Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry 

Directors of the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation  

President  Ill. Robert Winter 408-848-1242 

Treasurer  Bro. Royce Ford, 32° KCCH 408-294-2773 

Secretary  Bro. Robert Rowan, 32° KCCH 408-945-5941 

Director (exp 9/30/2009)  Bro. David Gibson,  32° KCCH 408-395-7959 

Director (exp 9/30/2009)  Bro. Herb Dallas, 32° KCCH 408-268-9472 

Director (exp 9/30/2010)  Ill. Kenneth G. Nagel, 33° 408-984-0839 

Director (exp 9/30/2010)  Bro. Hal Leister 32° 408-846-9788 

Director (exp 9/30/2011)  Bro. Chuck Cowden,  32° 831-685-3416 

Director (exp 9/30/2011)  Bro. Richard Meyers, 32° 408-264-0277 

Venerable Master  Bro. Richard Fisher, 32° KCCH 408-779-4088 

Wise Master  Bro. Monte Bishop, 32° 408-268-4212 

Commander  Bro. Ross Fuller, 32° KCCH 408-243-4436 

Master of Kadosh  Bro. Daniel Doornbos, 32° KCCH 408-263-2165 

The Master Craftsman program will be rescheduled soon.  Watch for more info. 

tional holidays on Mondays: Washington's Birthday, 

Memorial Day, Veterans Day, and Columbus Day. 

Under this bill, Veterans Day was moved to the last 

Monday of October. Many states did not agree with 

this decision and continued to celebrate the holiday 

on its original date. The first Veterans Day under the 

new law was observed with much confusion on Oct. 

25, 1971.Finally on September 20, 1975, President 

Gerald R. Ford signed a law which returned the an-

nual observance of Veterans Day to its original date 

of Nov. 11, beginning in 1978. Since then, the Veter-

ans Day holiday has been observed on Nov. 11. 

If the Nov. 11 holiday falls on a non-workday ñ Sat-

urday or Sunday ñ the holiday is observed by the 

federal government on Monday (if the holiday falls on 

Sunday) or Friday (if the holiday falls on Saturday). 

Federal government closings are established by the 

U.S. Office of Personnel Management ñ a complete 

schedule can be found here. State and local govern-

ment closings are determined locally, and non- gov-

ernment businesses can close or remain open as they 

see fit, regardless of federal, state or local govern-

ment operation determinations. 

United States Senate Resolution 143, which was 

passed on Aug. 4, 2001, designated the week of 

Nov.11 through Nov. 17, 2001, as "National Veterans 

Awareness Week." The resolution calls for educa-

tional efforts directed at elementary and secondary 

school students concerning the contributions and 

sacrifices of veterans. 

Memorial Day honors service members who died in 

service to their country or as a result of injuries in-

curred during battle. Deceased veterans are also re-

membered on Veterans Day but the day is set aside 

to thank and honor living veterans who served hon-

orably in the military - in wartime or peacetime. 

(From www.military.com) 

(Continued from page 2) 
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From the Clinic!!! 

E lyanna is an adorable and creative six-year-old who has been seen at the San 

Jose Scottish Rite Language Disorders Clinic since mid-March of this year. 

Despite enrollment in a pre-Kindergarten special day class for children with speech 

and language needs, and receiving speech therapy two times per week at school, 

Elyõs parents report that she could not effectively express herself prior to coming 

to our clinic. Initial testing indicated that Ely had a severe receptive and expressive 

language delay/disorder. Elyanna has difficulty with understanding and making 

sense of what others are saying, as well as formulating and saying what she intends 

to in a grammatical and coherent manner. 

When Elyanna first started treatment, she had difficulty with listening, visual, and 

mental attention for basic table top or play-based activities and therefore became 

easily distracted. She had difficulty holding onto multiple pieces of information in 

order to carry out a direction, and had limited understanding of basic concepts 

including spatial concepts (first/last, top /bottom), number/quantity concepts 

(full/empty, more/less, one/all), and temporal concepts(before/after/next).  Ely-

anna was unable to answer ôwhoõ, ôwhatõ, ôwhenõ, ôwhereõ or ôwhyõ questions due to not understanding the question 

words,  word finding difficulties (being unable to access and recall the correct word effectively) and formulation diffi-

culties (generating sentences with appropriate word order). Additionally, Ely showed early signs of reading and writ-

ing disorders. Overall, Ely presented as a very frustrated child by crying often and had already, at such a young age, 

learned to give up rather than try to listen or communicate with others.  

In such a short amount of time, Elyanna has already made tremendous improvement towards all of her language 

goals. She is now able to follow two-step directions, answer ôwhoõ, whatõ, and ôwhereõ questions, identify the first and 

last sounds in words, blend sounds together to form a word, sequence pictures to tell a story, and attend to activities 

for the duration of the session! Ely is a more confident communicator noted in her home, school, and therapy envi-

ronments. Her parents report, òOur daughter is able to communicate her needs now; there is less crying. There is 

improvement in her self esteem and academic performance. She loves going to speech to learn.ó The family feels for-

tunate to receive services at the clinic and reports, òThe one-on-one service we get is incredible. We wouldnõt be able 

to afford this type of service on our own. The improvement we have seen from our child is irreplaceable.ó 

burse payment.  In effect, we have lost a major source of our charitable funding. 

I call this matter to the attention of our readers not to denigrate the fundraising effort of the California Foundation, 
but simply to make you aware that, if your intent in giving to the Scottish Rite charities is to sustain the operation of 
our clinic, you must realign your giving policies. This month I will make an appeal to the state foundation to share 
with our valley the proceeds of our collective generosity, but if that fails, I will have to initiate a policy of sending out 
requests for donations that will compete with theirs. It is not something I relish, but I feel my first obligation is to 
this Valley, and I must act accordingly.  

Please bear with me. Our fiscal and charitable situation is seriously threatened, and I feel I must act in the best inter-
ests of our clients and the health of this Valley. 

(Continued from page 1)   



October Donations:  

Page 7 VOLUME 3,   ISSUE 11  

 
Clinic   

   

   

 

                                          Bill Mundy :  
                             Hope you are feeling better!!  

  

   
   
   
   

Special Notes: 

San Jose Bodies 

Mr. Calvin Parkhurst  

 

In Memory of: 
Bro. Dale A. Will  

Bro. Martin E. Marshall  

Bro. Dan Wasson 

 By:  Bro./Mrs. Robert 
Schmidt  

 

 

 

Thank you to all who have 
included donations when 
submitting your 2010 dues !  
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Shut -Ins 

Permanent Shut -Ins 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Foundation  

If you know  

of anyone who 

is ill, please 

 call the  

office at  

408-978-7483! 

Charles Boyd 18760 McFarland Ave., Saratoga, CA 95070-4626 408-370-9619 

Bill Nelson       
Care Center, Los Gatos Meadows, 
110 Wood Rd., Los Gatos, CA 95030-6799  

408-399-1787  

Robert Gass       
VA Nursing Home Care, Rm.258, 4951 Arroya Rd. , 
Livermore, CA 94550-9650 

 

Walt Buescher     
34400 Mission Blvd. 
Union City, CA . 94587-3604 

510-471-3434 

John Knight 3400 Paul Sweet Rd. #C-129  -  Santa Cruz, 95065-1537  

Wyatt Sawyer 14500 Fruitvale Ave. #2253  -  Saratoga 95070-6179 408-741-7306 

David Nielsen 18642 N. Conquistador Rd.  -  Sun City West, AZ 85375-4662  

Jay W. Robinson 3939 E. 52nd St. # 238  -  Odessa TX 79762-4719  

Alvin Wong 
1275 N. Fourth St.  -  San Jose, CA  
Cards to:  1163 Carolyn Ave.  San Jose, CA 95125-3223 

 

John J. Neschen 1513 Shaw Rd.  -  San Jose, CA 95118-1362 Visitors Welcome 

Please pay particular attention to the e -Scrip  

messages on pages  4 and 5!   

Thank you 
for your 

support! 
   

Bob Schmidt PO Box 1689, Sonoma, CA  95476-1689 707-939-1412 

Dan Wasson 2044 Loomis St., San Luis Obispo, CA 93405 805-543-2422 

Don Yeager 702 S. Mary, Sunnyvale, CA 94087-1602 408-720-8069 

Leroy Becker 600 Hudson Drive, Santa Clara, CA 95051-5815 408-248-3199 

       In Memoriumé 

        Bro. Daniel H. Wasson 33Ě 

Bro. Claude P. Keith 32Ě KCCH 
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From the Master of Kadosh 
 

 

Brethren, 

T he month of November always 
makes me think of Thanksgiving. A 

lot of people remember back to their 
childhood and experiences with family 
gatherings and the big Thanksgiving 
dinner. Preparation and serving involved 

many hours and lots of people, shopping, planning, and 
coordination. As a little kid, it was fun to watch. As I got 
older, I had to start helping, usually doing really boring stuff 
like peeling, mashing, measuring, etc. But once the meal hit 
the table, it was worth it. 

Typically, no matter how big the crowd, there was enough 
food to feed four times the number of people present. Div-
vying up the leftovers and figuring out who brought what 
dishes and utensils was a big a part of clean-up afterwards. 
The men always watched football games. The women al-
ways got stuck washing the dishes.  

The idea of Thanksgiving is to get together and give thanks. 
Thatõs the story they tell about the pilgrims. Making the 
effort to think about things that you are thankful for is 
good therapy, especially when times are difficult. We are 
really good at focusing on what we want. Not so good at 
recalling what we already have. And weõre pretty good at 
taking for granted the things of greatest value, too. 

During the Grand Masterõs Reception at the Scottish Rite 
Center in October, MW Ken Nagle, talked about his pro-

ject, helping World War II veterans to travel to see the Na-
tional World War II Memorial in Washington DC. That 
memorial was built to remember and express thanks to the 
400,000+ Americans who died serving in that conflict. You 
can read about the Memorial and see photos online at 
http://www.wwiimemorial.com/.  

One question that I wondered about, which actor and Me-
morial Campaign Spokesman Tom Hanks mentioned, is 
that despite the herculean effort of the war, overseas and at 
home, no memorial was constructed until nearly 60 years 
later. The reason was that, once the war was finally over, 
people just wanted to get on with life. Generous benefits 
like the G.I. Bill, made it possible for surviving servicemen 
to obtain college degrees and pursue careers. And they did. 
My father was one of them. He was among òThe Greatest 
Generation.ó Those guys and gals did not seek recognition, 
they had lives to build and a country to rebuild. And they 
did. 

The National World War II Memorial is a great treasure. 
Not so much for the heroes and heroines it commemorates, 
as for the present and future visitors who must learn their 
story. Reading Tom Brokawõs book is a good idea, too. 

The Memorial encourages us to remember a tremendous 
and vital struggle that took place in the 20th century. Fol-
lowed by the building of America as we know her today. 
Many of you reading this article participated in or supported 
that struggle and accomplishment. I came along later, as the 
great work reached fruition. So pretty much all I can say is, 
òthanks to youó on this Thanksgiving day.. 

Daniel Doornbos  Master of Kadosh 

CAN YOU HELP? 

We will be decorating  for the  

Scottish Rite Childhood Language Disorders Clinic  

Christmas Party  

On Monday, November 30, 2009  

11:00AM to 2:00PM 

  

Please call Susan Ramsey at 408-224-9431 or 408-978-7483. 

http://www.wwiimemorial.com
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Greetings from the East, 

Brethren, 

 I heard that downtown San Francisco had their Christmas decorations out several weeks 
ago.  I  guess, like it or not we were forced to consider Christmas before Daylight savings time 
ended. 

 So when you are considering what you are going to do for who, please consider a Christmas 
present for the Foundation Language Clinic.  Unlike other Masonic charities that have athletic 
events to bring attention (and contributions) to their work, our Language Clinic relies on the 

support of the members of the Valley of San Jose. 

 The Clinic continues to provide services even though the area schools are cutting way back on language disor-
der services leaving many area families unable to obtain help for their children. 

 So, as you wade through the coming flood of Christmas advertising and charitable solicitations, remember that our 
San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation Language Clinic is a LOCAL charity that benefits children in our own commu-
nity.  Please remember leave room on your shopping list for a donation to your Clinic. 

 Richard M. Fisher  -  Venerable Master 

From the Venerable Master 

 

 

 SPRING 2010 REUNION  
13 Apr.2010 (Stated Meeting) Confer 4th degree after meeting and dinner. 

 27 Apr. 2010 Communicate 5th ð 11th, and 13 degrees and confer 12th and 14th degrees.  
(Dinner for Scottish Rite Masons Only) 

 30 April and 1 May 2010  

Communicate 15th - 17th degrees and confer 18 degree on Friday evening. 

Communicate 19th - 28th and 31st degrees; and confer 29th, 30th, and 32nd degrees. 

 BANQUET AFTER THE DEGREES - GUESTS ARE WELCOME!  
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$15.00 per  

person 

Reservations : 
# 408-978-7483 

                               

 

 

For the Lighter Side of things... 

A Thanksgiving Prayeré 
Lordé 
We humbly ask Thy blessing, On the turkey and the dressing, on the yams 
and cranberry jelly, and the pickles from the deli. 
Bless the apple pie and tea, Bless each and every calorie. Let us enjoy 
Thanksgiving dinner.  Tomorrow we can all get thinner. 
For all Thy help along the way. Weõre thankful this Thanksgiving Day. Weõre 
Thankful too, for all our dear ones, For all far away and near ones. 
Although we may be far apart, Weõre together in my heart. Keep us in Thy  
Loving care, This is my Thanksgiving prayer. 
 
P.S. Anyone who wishes, may help with the dshes. 

November Stated Meeting Dinner * Tuesday the 10th  

Menu  

* Assorted Appetizers *  

* Roast Turkey with Cranberry Sauce  

* Mashed Potatoes with Gravy  

* Homemade Stuffing  

* Green Bean Casserole  

* Mixed Green Salad  

* Dinner Rolls with butter  

* Pumpkin Pie for Dessert  



Membership is always important: 
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Share your own enjoyment of Scottish Rite. 

Invite a brother to make an application. 


