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Brethren and friends,  

The Fall reunion is in the history books, and will 
go down as a great production, one of which we 
all can be proud. The efforts of the Reunion Di-
rector and Assistant Director, Hal Leister and 
Chuck Cowden, as well as the òProduceró, Bob 
Rowan, all the Degree Directors, and casts of the 
various degrees, were superb. While we only had 
three candidates, they were treated to an excellent reunion. 
And, not the least to receive our applause is Angela 
Athans, who was everywhere in the preparation of the 
food and decorations. We are indeed fortunate to have 
these fine people working toward the success of the Val-
ley. Please thank them when you get a chance, and let 
them know we appreciate their efforts. 

In the Valley of San Jose, we are working toward two 
main goals. First, we are dedicated to seek and disseminate 
the light of Freemasonry and goodwill to all with whom 
we come in contact. Secondly, we are working to support 
a laudable goal; the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation and 
especially our Childhood Language Clinic. As I tour the 
clinic occasionally, I canõt help a feeling of pride in the job 
our specialists are doing with the children that come to us. 
Monthly we see the success stories reported in The Rite 
Word, and can reflect on the fact that WE ARE 
CHANGING LIVES, here in the Santa Clara Valley. This 
project, however, comes with a price.  

Our contributing members, especially Illustrious Leo 
Mark 33°, Illustrious Dalton Noland 33° and their prede-
cessors worked tirelessly to put into a self sustaining posi-
tion; one in which we could support the work of the 
Clinic with a minimum of outside help. Two or three fac-
tors, however, have combined to make that position 
rather tenuous. First, as a ò501 (c) 3ó charity, our legal 
obligation is to generate at least ten percent of our reve-
nue from outside contributions. Iõll return to this matter 

presently. Secondly, the shift in the economy has 
reduced our rental income significantly, without a 
corresponding reduction in costs. Thirdly, our 
investment portfolio has been drawn down by 
the slump in the economy, even though our in-
vestment manager is working heroically to keep 
us afloat. 

 The last two factors are subject to improvement 
as the economy improves, and we see some relief even 
now. The first factor, however, the matter of charitable 
contributions, is a matter of deep concern with me and 
with the Board of Directors. While I hesitate to bring this 
subject up at all, we must face reality. I know all of us re-
ceive periodic requests from the California Scottish Rite 
Foundation for donations to that charity, and Iõm sure 
there are a great many reading this message that give gen-
erously to that cause. Iõm also sure, however, that those 
who do make that foundation one of their regular charita-
ble recipients are unaware of the fact that none, thatõs 
right, none of that money ever gets back to our valley to 
help support the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation or our 
Childhood Language Clinic. 

The matter all began when a particular brother wanted to 
see to it that his charitable donation would be used solely 
for the benefit of a clinic here in San Jose, and as a result, 
the men then in charge created a separate foundation for 
San Jose, apart and aside from the California Scottish Rite 
Foundation. We are our own foundation and none of the 
proceeds of the state foundation filter down to our valley. 
I have been reluctant to make an issue of this fact, be-
cause up until 2008, the California Foundation shared the 
proceeds of the fundraising effort equitably with the 
twenty valleys in the state, but now, it seems, they have 
had a change of policy demanding the member valleys (of 
which we are not one) to submit line-item expenses to the 
California Foundation for which they (the Orient) dis-
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Make your contribution to the San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies and 

have your name on the ñHonor Rollò.  Your gift of $100.00 or 

more will help the San Jose Lodge of Perfection, Chapter Rose 

Croix, Council of Kadosh and Consistory reach the level neces-

sary to provide quality events for our future success.  Incremental 

gifts welcome too. 
 

2009 Honor Board  

Support Members  
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The ñRite Wordò is an expense primarily 

borne by the San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies 

and not the San Jose Scottish Rite Founda-

tion.  It is therefore not tax deductible as are 

contributions to the Foundation which is a 

501 (C)(3) tax  exempt organization. 
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B oy have we ever had an interesting 

month of October.  From the very 

beginning of the month, every day was 

like Halloween! 

We began the month with Annual Com-

munication at Grand Lodge followed by 

an OAM reception here in honor of the Grand Master.  

Then our own stated meeting and 15 nights of rehearsal for 

the degrees conferred at our reunion culminating with the 

final night of reunion, which was actually òAll Hallowõs 

Eveó. 

* * * * * *  

Since Veteransõ Day is November 11th, I thought I would 

share some of its History. 

What Do You Know About Veterans Day?  

Veterans Day  gives Americans the opportunity to cele-

brate the bravery and sacrifice of all U.S. veterans. How-

ever, most Americans confuse this holiday with Memorial 

Day, reports the Department of Veterans Affairs. What's 

more, some Americans don't know why we commemorate 

our Veterans on Nov.11. It's imperative that all Americans 

know the history of Veterans Day so that we can honor 

our former service members properly. 

Veterans Day , formerly known as Armistice Day , was 

originally set as a U.S. legal holiday to honor the end of 

World War I, which officially took place on November 11, 

1918. In legislation that was passed in 1938, November 11 

was "dedicated to the cause of world peace and to be 

hereafter celebrated and known as 'Armistice Day.'" As 

such, this new legal holiday honored World War I veter-

ans. 

In 1954, after having been through both World War II and 

the Korean War, the 83rd U.S. Congress -- at the urging of 

the veterans service organizations -- amended the Act of 

1938 by striking out the word "Armistice" and inserting the 

word "Veterans." With the approval of this legislation on 

June 1, 1954, Nov. 11 became a day to honor American 

veterans of all wars. 

In 1968, the Uniforms Holiday Bill  ensured three-day 

weekends for federal employees by celebrating four na-
(Continued on page 3) 

Thank you 
for your 

support! 
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2009 - Lodge of Perfection  

Venerable Master  Bro. Richard Fisher, 32° KCCH 408-779-4088 

Senior Warden  Bro. Durward C. Ayre, 32° KCCH 408-358-6970 

Junior Warden  Bro. Harold Leister, 32° 408-846-9788 

Master of Ceremonies  Bro. Nick Muhlhauser, 32° 408-395-6746 

Captain of the Host  Bro. Will Montoya,  32° 408-274-1137 

2009 - Chapter of Rose Croix 

Wise Master  Bro. Monte Bishop, 32° 408-268-4212 

Senior Warden  Bro. Bryant Day, 32° 408-266-8184 

Junior Warden  Bro. John Unger, 32° 408-269-4418 

Master of Ceremonies  Bro. Jack Harris, 32° 408-275-6326 

Guardian of the Temple  Bro. Bud Ramsey, 32° KCCH 408-224-9431 

2009 - Council of Kadosh 

Commander  Bro. Ross Fuller, 32° KCCH 408-243-4436 

1st Lt Commander  Bro. Gregg Hall, 32° 408-656-2459 

2nd Lt Commander  Bro. Joseph DaSilva, 32° 831-479-4381 

Marshal of Ceremonies  Bro. Kerem Kapkin, 32° 831-334-4041 

Lt of the Guard  Bro. John Fletcher, 32°  

2009 San Jose Consistory 

Master of Kadosh  Bro. Daniel Doornbos, 32° KCCH 408-263-2165 

Prior  Bro. Ken Justus, 32° 831-726-1542 

Preceptor  Bro. Randy Downey, 32° 408-255-3719 

Marshal of Ceremonies  Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

Captain of the Guard  Bro. Gerald Best, 32° 408-559-3102 

2009 - General Officers  

Personal Representative  Ill. Robert Winter, 33° 408-848-1242 

Treasurer  Bro. Royce Ford, 32° KCCH 408-294-2773 

General Secretary  Bro. Robert Rowan, 32° KCCH 408-945-5941 

Prelate  Bro. Gene Meyer, 32° 408-377-8580 

Almoner  Bro. Herb Dallas, 32° KCCH 408-268-9472 

Orator/Librarian  Ill. Maury Dunbar, 33° 408-773-9813 

Tiler  Bro. Bryan Holmberg, 32° 408-813-3869 

Clinic Director  Bro. Ed Clarke, 32° KCCH 650-949-2029 

Club Liason Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

Organist Emeritus  Ill. Carl Miescke, 33° 209-474-6235 

Director of Ceremonies  Bro. Harold Leister, 32° 408-846-9788 

Assist. Director of Ceremonies  Bro. Charles Cowden, 32° 831-685-3416 

San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies 

Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry 

Directors of the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation  

President  Ill. Robert Winter 408-848-1242 

Treasurer  Bro. Royce Ford, 32° KCCH 408-294-2773 

Secretary  Bro. Robert Rowan, 32° KCCH 408-945-5941 

Director (exp 9/30/2009)  Bro. David Gibson,  32° KCCH 408-395-7959 

Director (exp 9/30/2009)  Bro. Herb Dallas, 32° KCCH 408-268-9472 

Director (exp 9/30/2010)  Ill. Kenneth G. Nagel, 33° 408-984-0839 

Director (exp 9/30/2010)  Bro. Hal Leister 32° 408-846-9788 

Director (exp 9/30/2011)  Bro. Chuck Cowden,  32° 831-685-3416 

Director (exp 9/30/2011)  Bro. Richard Meyers, 32° 408-264-0277 

Venerable Master  Bro. Richard Fisher, 32° KCCH 408-779-4088 

Wise Master  Bro. Monte Bishop, 32° 408-268-4212 

Commander  Bro. Ross Fuller, 32° KCCH 408-243-4436 

Master of Kadosh  Bro. Daniel Doornbos, 32° KCCH 408-263-2165 

The Master Craftsman program will be rescheduled soon.  Watch for more info. 

tional holidays on Mondays: Washington's Birthday, 

Memorial Day, Veterans Day, and Columbus Day. 

Under this bill, Veterans Day was moved to the last 

Monday of October. Many states did not agree with 

this decision and continued to celebrate the holiday 

on its original date. The first Veterans Day under the 

new law was observed with much confusion on Oct. 

25, 1971.Finally on September 20, 1975, President 

Gerald R. Ford signed a law which returned the an-

nual observance of Veterans Day to its original date 

of Nov. 11, beginning in 1978. Since then, the Veter-

ans Day holiday has been observed on Nov. 11. 

If the Nov. 11 holiday falls on a non-workday ñ Sat-

urday or Sunday ñ the holiday is observed by the 

federal government on Monday (if the holiday falls on 

Sunday) or Friday (if the holiday falls on Saturday). 

Federal government closings are established by the 

U.S. Office of Personnel Management ñ a complete 

schedule can be found here. State and local govern-

ment closings are determined locally, and non- gov-

ernment businesses can close or remain open as they 

see fit, regardless of federal, state or local govern-

ment operation determinations. 

United States Senate Resolution 143, which was 

passed on Aug. 4, 2001, designated the week of 

Nov.11 through Nov. 17, 2001, as "National Veterans 

Awareness Week." The resolution calls for educa-

tional efforts directed at elementary and secondary 

school students concerning the contributions and 

sacrifices of veterans. 

Memorial Day honors service members who died in 

service to their country or as a result of injuries in-

curred during battle. Deceased veterans are also re-

membered on Veterans Day but the day is set aside 

to thank and honor living veterans who served hon-

orably in the military - in wartime or peacetime. 

(From www.military.com) 

(Continued from page 2) 
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