
C hange is constant and inevitable, and we should all 

learn to adjust to it, but here we are, only a couple 

of months after installation of officers, facing a change in 

our officer line-up. Gene Keister 33° has stepped down 

from his job as Almoner after about ten years at that job, 

and we are going to miss his dedicated and diligent ser-

vice to the Valley of San Jose.  Gene was raised in Frater-

nity (now Willow Glen Fraternity) Lodge #399 in 1968, 

and as soon as he could, petitioned for membership in Scot-

tish Rite.  He has worked hard in both orders ever since.  He 

was Master of #399 in 1974 and served both as Secretary 

and Treasurer several times since then.  He went through 

the chairs in Lodge of Perfection, and was elected to serve 

as Venerable Master in 1997, after which he stepped into 

the office of Almoner where he has served faithfully ever 

since.  Gene is a model of dependability and if he ever finds 

himself in a situation where he will not be able to attend 

Scottish Rite, he takes it upon himself to find a replacement. 

If there is any consolation to our losing Gene, it is in the fact 

that another brother has willingly stepped up to the posi-

tion and, judging from my past association with his work, 

will perform with distinction.  I have known Herb Dallas 
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gence and compassion, and has frequently performed as a 

stand-in for Eldred LeHeup 32° KCCH as Sunshine Chair-

man.  Herb was raised, also in Willow Glen Fraternity #399, 

in 1990, and has been active in that lodge on a regular ba-

sis, as well as serving Scottish Rite continuously since his 

initiation in 1991.  In addition to his being Commander of 

Kadosh in 1997, he has been active in the degrees and a 

Director for the Foundation.  I was hesitant to approach 

Herb for the position of Almoner, since he is slated for the 
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taking on the job of Almoner.  This, my friends, is commit-

ment. 

From the Personal Representative: 
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Speaking of commitment, and I have delivered 

this message before, but it is a subject that needs 

constant attention and application.  It is the mat-

ter of our continued obligation to involve our-

selves in the attendance at our Craft Lodges ac-

tivities.  A couple of weeks ago, my lodge in 

Gilroy presented a last minute Third Degree, and 

by reason of illness and other obstacles, some of 

our regular officers were unable to participate.  As a result 

of the efforts and dedication of several members of our 

neighboring lodges, we not only had ample attendance to 

put on the degree, but we also had a number of sideliners.  I 
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able to work with not just a full slate of players, but players 

who were prepared to perform and handle their respective 

parts without a hitch. 

One of the sideliners was a man who is in the process of 

becoming a professional sideliner, and that is Dorrie Taylor, 

of Friendship #210.  As many of you know, Dorrie has taken 
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over one hundred at this time. This is the kind of effort that 

really makes a difference in our world, and deserves our 

enthusiastic support.  For this particular degree, Dorrie was 

the only one that could make it (Mondays are totally 

booked for most Masons), but it goes without saying that 

his efforts were very much appreciated. 
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our order. When you attend Lodge or Scottish Rite next 

week or next month, look around you.  There are dozens of 

similar stories of support and concern for the craft. 
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Make your contribution to the San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies 

and have your name on the ñHonor Rollò.  Your gift of 
$100.00 or more will help the San Jose Lodge of Perfection, 

Chapter Rose Croix, Council of Kadosh and Consistory 
reach the level necessary to provide quality events for our 

future success.  Incremental gifts welcome too. 
 

2008 Honor Board  

Support Members  
 
   

THE RITE WOR D  

The Rite Word is an official publication of the Valley of San Jose, Ori-
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Rite Word Support for 2008 

Please add your name to the list  

The ñRite Wordò is an expense borne by 

the San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies and not 

the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation.  

It is  therefore not tax deductible as are 

contributions to the Foundation which is 

a 501 (C)(3) tax  exempt organization. 

Did you get a past-due notice? 

There has been some confusion about  dues in the Scottish 
Rite. 

The Valley of San Jose Scottish Rite did not raise dues but 
the Orient of California did. This change (an increase to 
$95) went into effect on the first of this year. 

To confuse matters more, there was a programming error 
in the software that processes dues. This error marked dues 
paid as early as October 2007 to not be credited for that 
member. As a result,  some members received past ɀdue 
notices when they had, in fact, paid. 

The Supreme Council Computer Services Sentinel Team has 
assured us that the issue has been corrected and they 
apologize for any inconvenience this may have caused. 

Thank 
you for 
your 

support! 

Bro/M Tony Mariani 

Bro. Egon Jensen 

Bro. Ronald Fudala 

Bro/M Robert Laws 

Bro/M John Eastus 

Bro. Gene Whetstone 

Bro. Buck Ballard 

Mrs. Ruth Zanger 

Bro. Egon Jensen 

Bro/M Richard Fisher 

Bro. Charles Cowden 

Mrs. Shirley Gross 
Bro/M Lowell Johnson 

Bro. Alex Teodoro 

 

Bro. Buck Ballard 

Bro/M Tony Mariani  

Mrs. Grace Stephens 

 

 
 

 

 

Sean Barksdale 

Mt. Moriah 

# 292 

Errol O. Bennett 

Paso Robles 

# 286 

Kenneth J. 

Brokamp 

Paso Robles 

# 286 

Brandon S. Clark 

Paso Robles 

# 286 

Tony Gonzales 

Friendship 

# 210 

John Matteroli 

Mt. Moriah 

# 292 

Richard Morton 

Paso Robles 

# 286 

Daniel Reyes 

Golden Rule 

# 479 

Kenneth A. White 

Golden Rule, 

Wakefield, MA 

Our Spring 2008 Class of Initiates  Please greet them warmly!  


