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H aving just returned from a very informative and 

inspiring conference for Scottish Rite leaders and 

speech professionals, I am compelled to share with our 

members some of the ideas and information we received 

there. Also, I need to share some of my own thoughts on 

the progress and future of our own Valley, its activities, 

and the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation. 

!Ó )ȭÖÅ ÍÅÎÔÉÏÎÅÄ ÉÎ ÐÁÓÔ ÍÏÎÔÈÓȟ ÔÈÅ 6ÁÌÌÅÙ ÏÆ 3ÁÎ *ÏÓÅ 

is unique in the Scottish Rite world, in that we are a discreet foun-

dation, not reliant on nor supportive of, the California Scottish 

Rite Foundation. This means that all of our past successes are our 

own and we owe nothing to a state or national organization. The 

wisdom and diligence of our predecessors in building a strong 

financial base for the support of our charities has provided us 

with a great facility and sound financial base to carry on the work 

we are committed to. It also means that we have to be extremely 

careful in our care and use of those resources and guard against 

any abuse, so that we can continue into the future and guarantee 

our successors the same advantages we now enjoy. But we, in the 

Valley of San Jose, have nowhere to turn for help in keeping that 

flame alive. We survive or fail alone in the Scottish Rite universe, 

with a shrinking membership, a plant that requires constant 

maintenance, and growing need for services. 

This is what the Scottish Rite Leadership Conference was all 

about. It was almost as though the Supreme Council looked over 

the whole Southern Jurisdiction and chose the Valley of San Jose 

as an example to address the problems and potentials of making a 

good plan better and making it work for the good of our members 

and the ultimate recipients of our efforts, our Language Clinic 

clients. 

To begin with we have to create a long range plan and the plan 

must necessarily include a monitoring process whereby we can 

evaluate our progress. Some call this a five-year plan, a rolling 

five-year plan, or some other title to give it identity. Too often, in 

Masonry, we assume that the only plan we need is to confer de-

grees, adhere to our constitution and by-laws, and support each 

other fraternally and personally. In Scottish Rite, however, we 

have a mission of service, and we need to look to the future to see 

that our abilities to improve our services do not die or 

even diminish. Where do we hope to be in three years, in 

five years or longer? This is something we all need to 

give our attention to or we will, at best, only survive. 

Next, and this must be included in the overall program, 

we must realize that no plan, however grand or small, 

can be achieved overnight. While keeping the grand de-

sign in mind, we must be prepared to take those initial 

small steps toward success that will first; move us, even incre-

mentally,  toward our goal, but also will, secondly; give us that 

sense of success necessary to maintain the spirit of achievement 

that will keep us moving and on the right track. 

As I sat for three days in the Leadership Conference, I could not 

help but compare our mission with that of our principle charity; 

the Childhood Language Clinic. When a new client comes through 

the door to interview with our clinicians, there is but one goal, or 

mission, in the minds of the staff; that of turning a verbally chal-

lenged child into a world-class orator. So, do they give that child 

the Gettysburg Address to memorize and come back next week to 

recite? No, they start by sitting down with him or her and work-

ing deliberately toward the first, easiest, most pronounceable 

×ÏÒÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÎÅØÔ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÍÁÓÔÅÒȢ )Ô ÍÁÙ ÂÅ Ȱ$ÁÄÄÙȱȟ ÏÒ ȰÄÏÇȱȟ 

or some other simple set of sounds, but it is a start on the long, 

long road to success. 

So must it be with us. While we have come a long way toward 

ȰÓÕÃÃÅÓÓȱȟ ×Å ×ÏÎȭÔ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ËÎÏ× ×ÈÅÒÅ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÏÒ ×ÈÅÒÅ ×Å ÁÒÅ 

going until we set some goals. 

In the next few weeks, I will be working with our advisory board 

to evaluate our mission and set some objectives for future per-

ÆÏÒÍÁÎÃÅȢ !Ó )ȭÖÅ ÍÅÎÔÉÏÎÅÄ ÂÅÆÏÒÅȟ ÁÎÙÏÎÅ ×ÈÏ ÆÅÅÌÓ ÃÏÍÐÅÌÌÅÄ 

ÉÓ ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅ ÔÏ ÓÉÔ ÉÎ ÏÎ ÏÕÒ Ȱ+ÉÔÃÈÅÎ +ÁÂÉÎÅÔȱ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇÓȟ 4ÕÅÓÄÁÙÓ 

at 10:00 AM, and get involved in the process of making San Jose 

Scottish Rite a great place to come to enjoy a sense of participa-

tion and be a part of a plan designed to help children learn to 

communicate, right here in our own back yard. 
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Make your contribution to the San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies and 

have your name on the ñHonor Rollò.  Your gift of $100.00 or 

more will help the San Jose Lodge of Perfection, Chapter Rose 

Croix, Council of Kadosh and Consistory reach the level neces-

sary to provide quality events for our future success.  Incre-

mental gifts welcome too. 

ò2010óHonor Board  

Support Members 
Bro. Egon JensenBro. Egon JensenBro. Egon Jensen   

Bro./Mrs. Tony MarianiBro./Mrs. Tony MarianiBro./Mrs. Tony Mariani    

Bro./Mrs. Richard FisherBro./Mrs. Richard FisherBro./Mrs. Richard Fisher   

Bro. Robert LawsBro. Robert LawsBro. Robert Laws   

Bro. Buck BallardBro. Buck BallardBro. Buck Ballard   

THE RITE WOR D  

From the Secretaryõs Table: 

The Rite Word is an official publication of the Valley of San Jose, Orient of 

California of the A.A.S.R. of Freemasonry, published monthly except July and 

August, at the San Jose Scottish Rite Center, 2455 Masonic Drive, San Jose, CA 

95125.  Phone # 408-978-7483 

The Bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, sitting in the Valley of 

San Jose, in the Orient of California, acknowledge and yield all allegiance to 

the Supreme Council (Mother Council of the World) of the Inspectors General, 

Knights Commander of the House of the Temple of Solomon of the Thirty 

Third Degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry for the 

Southern Jurisdiction of the United States of America. 

Ill. William F. Stovall, 33° 

P.G.M.  S.G.I.G. Supreme 

Council,  Ancient & Ac-

cepted Scottish Rite                

for California 

Ill. Ronald A. Seale, 33°

Sovereign  

Grand Commander 

 Supreme Council  A.A.S.R.  

Washington, D.C. 

Rite Word Support for 2010 
Please add your name to the list ! 

Donations made by: 

Bro/Mrs. Tony Mariani  

Bro./Mrs. Richard Fisher  

Bro. Robert Laws  

Ms. Elizabeth Ahrens 

Ms. Shirley Gross 

 
 
 
 

Brethren all,  
 

S urprise, surprise!  Has anyone a 
guess as to the cause of the bro-

ken glass shown here?  Believe it or 
not, it was caused by a low flying 

duck..  In fact it was a female and she survived the 
impact but the repair cost almost $400.  (I am certain 
that the ladies will be upset with me for this observa-
tion, but that is life I guess.)  

April was an interesting month at the very least.  First 
came our stated meeting and then it was followed by a 
tremendous effort by the ritualists for the various de-
grees of Scottish Rite.  For three weeks, rehearsals 
were on the schedule for all degrees (many evenings 
had more than one Lodge room set up). 

In the middle of all this, Ill. Winter, myself and VM 
Ayre travelled to New Orleans to attend the Leader-
ship Conference which happens every two years.  
That was very informative and each of us came away 
with information helpful to our Valley of San Jose. 

This issue of your Rite Word has quite a few pictures 
of our Spring Reunion.  I hope you will enjoy them 
and, if you were not able to be with us, you missed a 
dynamite happening!  Your loss (but ours as well).   

I hope that you will be joining us for the Night of In-
struction on May 18th.  We have an excellent speaker 
for the evening (V.W. Alan CassalouñGrand Secre-
tary of the Grand Lodge) and you should be filled to 
the brim after a great Prime Rib dinner. 

Fraternally, 

 

Thank you 
for your 

support!  
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2010 - Lodge of Perfection  

Venerable Master  Bro. Durward C. Ayre, 32° KCCH 408-358-6970 

Senior Warden  Bro. Harold Leister, 32° KCCH 408-846-9788 

Junior Warden  Bro. Chuck Cowden,  32° 831-685-3416 

Master of Ceremonies  Bro. BJ McCuiston,  32° KCCH 408-842-8927 

Captain of the Host  Bro. John Williams, 32° KCCH 831-384-5365 

2010 - Chapter of Rose Croix 

Wise Master  Bro. Bryant Day, 32° 408-266-8184 

Senior Warden  Bro. John Unger, 32° 408-269-4418 

Junior Warden  Bro. Jack Harris, 32° KCCH 408-275-6326 

Master of Ceremonies  Bro. Bud Ramsey, 32° KCCH 408-224-9431 

Guardian of the Temple  Bro. Ken White, 32° 408-219-4015 

2010 - Council of Kadosh 

Commander  Bro. Gregg Hall, 32° 408-656-2459 

1st Lt Commander  Bro. Joseph DaSilva, 32° 831-638-1642 

2nd Lt Commander  Bro. Kerem Kapkin, 32° 831-334-4041 

Marshal of Ceremonies  Bro. John Fletcher, 32° 408-779-8042 

Lt of the Guard  Bro. Daniel Doornbos, 32° KCCH 408-263-2165 

2010 San Jose Consistory 

Master of Kadosh  Bro. Ken Justus, 32° KCCH 831-726-1542 

Prior  Bro. Randy Downey, 32° KCCH 408-255-3719 

Preceptor  Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

Marshal of Ceremonies  Bro. Gerald Best, 32° 408-559-3102 

Captain of the Guard  Bro. Rob Lupo, 32° 560-996-7037 

2010 - General Officers  

Personal Representative  Ill. Robert Winter, 33° 408-848-1242 

Treasurer  Bro. Royce Ford, 32° KCCH 408-294-2773 

General Secretary  Bro. Robert Rowan, 32° KCCH 408-945-5941 

Prelate  Bro. Gene Meyer, 32° 408-377-8580 

Almoner  Bro. Herb Dallas, 32° KCCH 408-268-9472 

Orator/Librarian  Ill. Maury Dunbar, 33° 408-773-9813 

Tiler  Bro. Bryan Holmberg, 32° 408-813-3869 

Clinic Director  Bro. Durward C. Ayre, 32° KCCH 408-358-6970 

Club Liason Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

Organist Emeritus  Ill. Carl Miescke, 33° 209-474-6235 

Director of Ceremonies  Bro. Harold Leister, 32° KCCH 408-846-9788 

Assist. Director of Ceremonies  Bro. Charles Cowden, 32° 831-685-3416 

San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies 

Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry  Donations  

Directors of the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation  

President  Ill. Robert Winter, 33° 408-848-1242 

Treasurer  Bro. Royce Ford, 32° KCCH 408-294-2773 

Secretary  Bro. Robert Rowan, 32° KCCH 408-945-5941 

Director (exp 9/30/2010)  Bro. Richard Fisher,  32° KCCH (408) 690-8517 

Director (exp 9/30/2010)  Bro. Hal Leister 32° KCCH 408-846-9788 

Director (exp 9/30/2011)  Bro. Chuck Cowden,  32° KCCH 831-685-3416 

Director (exp 9/30/2011)  Bro. Richard Meyers, 32° KCCH 408-264-0277 

Director (exp 9/30/2012)  Bro. Herb Dallas, 32° KCCH 408-268-9472 

Director (exp 9/30/2012)  Bro. Durward C. Ayre, 32° KCCH 408-358-6970 

Venerable Master  Bro. Durward C. Ayre, 32° KCCH 408-358-6970 

Wise Master  Bro. Bryant Day, 32° 408-268-4212 

Commander  Bro. Gregg Hall, 32°  408-243-4436 

Master of Kadosh  Bro. Ken Justus, 32° KCCH 408-263-2165 

CHILDRENõS 

CLINIC  

Bro. Richard & Mary 

Fisher 

In Honor of our  

 òNew Membersó 

***************  

Mrs. Kelly L.  

Swenor-Kropff  

****************  

Ms. Lani Kline 

In Memory of  

Bro. William Nelson 

****************  

FOUNDATION  

Bro. Robert & Hazel 

Winter 

In Memory of  

Bro. John Dick 

**************  

RITE WORD  
Mrs. Ruth Zanger 

 Ruth, 
Thank you for your 

continued support! 

ôBig thanks to all 

who donated this 

past month ! ó 

 

 

 

As you see our  

donations are 

down this month. 

 

 

Please remember 

that every little  

bit helps! 

God Bless! 

Happy  

Motherõs 

Day! 

To All the  

Moms ! 
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Public Schools and a  

Great Day 

David Kimball, 32 ° 

I  t was heartening to open Public Schools 

Month on April 1, 2010 at Backrodt Acad-

emy in San Jose.  Our Grand Master Ken Na-

gel along with Scottish Rite General Secretary 

Robert Rowan and many other Masons celebrated public schools and the book program.  The book program pro-

vides books for students to carry books home and read with their families.  Many homes do not hold a single book.  

The Grand Master provided the schools with a $25,000 check from the Masons of California for the project.  Half 

of the funds were donated by the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation.   

The Grand Master mingled with the students, teachers and administrators.  Our student guides led us to Kindergar-

ten, First, Third, Fourth and Fifth Grade Classes.  Some students were sitting on carpets, some at their desks; and 

all were interacting with their teachers.  A tour of the computer lab found the computers, monitors, computer key-

boards and something unexpected.  Each computer also had a piano keyboard.  The computers have a piano soft-

ware program.  Starting with the Kindergartners all the students either do play or will learn to play the piano.  Look 

out Liberace here come the Backrodt Academy kindergartners 

Backrodt Academy students speak English or know that they will learn English.  They know that they are expected 

to graduate not only from elementary school but college.  The school has programs and mentors in place to support 

these goals. 

This was a day a wonderful day for public schools and Freemasonry. 
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Spring 2010 Reunion  


