
M asons are a strange breed. We are, for the 

most part, intensely proud of our member-

ship in this great organization, yet we are con-

strained by our interpretation of tradition from 

assertively seeking out other men whom we might 

consider good material for membership in Ma-

sonry.   

We spread ourselves thin over a great number of Ma-

sonic, community and church programs and organiza-

ÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÙÅÔ ×ÈÅÎ  ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅ ÁÓËÓ ÕÓ ÉÆ ×ÅȭÄ ÍÉÎÄ ÈÅÌÐÉÎÇ 

out or supporting their particular effort or project, we 

agree as though we had nothing else on our calendar and 

nothing but time on our hands. 

We complain that our fraternity is sadly in need of mod-

ernization, yet we cling tenaciously to ancient landmarks 

and traditions, perhaps hoping that there will actually be 

Á Ȱ.ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 4ÒÅÁÓÕÒÅȱ ÄÉÓÃÏÖÅÒÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÇÉÖÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÆÒÁȤ

ternity the stature and credibility that we all know it de-

serves. 

We delight in the association and friendship of our broth-

ers and their families, but are somehow unable to con-

vince the world that this is truly a brotherhood in the 

purest sense of the word. Recently, I had contact with a 

tradesman that told me he had been instructed by the 

manager of his company to check out some problems I 

was having with my telephone. He completed his analy-

sis, located several problems, fixed them, and came to my 

door to report the results of his work. He was apparently 

puzzled by the work order and that it had come from so 

high a source in the company. When he asked me how 

that had occurred, I told him that I knew the man who 

signed the work order as a fellow Mason. A sly grin came 

ÏÖÅÒ ÈÉÓ ÆÁÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄ ×ÉÔÈ Á ×ÉÎËȟ Ȱ/Èȟ Á ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒȟ ÅÈȩȱ 

From the Personal Representative: 

A  SAN  JOSE  SCOTTI SH  RITE  PUBLICATION 

HOME OF THE ANCIENT & ACCEPTED  

SCOTTISH RITE BODIES  OF 

SANTA CLARA VALLEY  
July 2008 

Volume 2,   Issue 7 

THE RITE WORD  

I asked the repairman if it would have made any 

difference if I had just called the phone company 

customer service desk to report the problem, and 

he was forced to think a bit. He admitted it would 

ÎÏÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÍÁÄÅ Á ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÃÅȟ ÂÕÔ ) ÃÁÎȭÔ ÈÅÌÐ ×ÏÎȤ

ÄÅÒÉÎÇ ÉÆ ÉÔ ×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÆÏÒ ÍÅ ÔÏ 

have claimed that the manager was just my 

brother or brother -in-law, or a good friend, rather 

ÔÈÁÔ ÈÁÖÉÎÇ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÒÉÓÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÉÄÅÁ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÅÁÔ Ȱ/ÎÅ-

7ÏÒÌÄȱ ÃÏÎÓÐÉÒÁÃÙȱ ×ÁÓ ÁÔ ×ÏÒËȢ 

And on that subject, I am convinced that, with 51 

ȰÒÅÇÕÌÁÒȱ 'ÒÁÎÄ ,ÏÄÇÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȟ ÁÎÄ υρ ×ÁÙÓ ÏÆ 

doing business, and that even among our own lodges we 

ÃÁÎȭÔ ÓÅÔÔÌÅ ÏÎ ×ÈÅÔÈÅÒ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÓÔÅÁË ÏÒ ÅÇÇ ÓÁÎÄ×ÉÃÈÅÓ 

at our next stated meeting, the world is safe from take-

ÏÖÅÒ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ -ÁÓÏÎÓȢ "ÕÔ ÆÕÒÔÈÅÒÍÏÒÅ ȣ ÉÆ ×Å ×ÅÒÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ 

ÇÁÉÎ ÃÏÎÔÒÏÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȟ ×ÅȭÄ ÄÏ Á ×ÈÏÌÅ ÌÏÔ ÂÅÔȤ

ter that the legislature in current authority, simply be-

cause we have learned mutual respect. 

Well, so much for the soap box. 

On another note, I have received a shipment of the work-

ÂÏÏËÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ Ȱ-ÁÓÔÅÒ #ÒÁÆÔÓÍÁÎȱ ÃÏÕÒÓÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÓÔ 

comes out to $42.10 plus sales tax per person. We will 

sign you up and register all students with the Supreme 

Council. We will also set a time for group studies for any-

one who wants to work their way through the course in 

that manner. 

Thanks for your attention and for putting up with my 

raving. 
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Make your contribution to the San Jose Scottish Rite Bod-

ies and have your name on the ñHonor Rollò.  Your gift of 
$100.00 or more will help the San Jose Lodge of Perfection, 

Chapter Rose Croix, Council of Kadosh and Consistory 
reach the level necessary to provide qual-

ity events for our future success.  Incre-
mental gifts wel-

come too. 
 

2008 Honor 

Board  

Support  

Members  
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Rite Word Support for 2008 

Please add your name to the list  

The ñRite Wordò is an expense borne by 

the San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies and not 

the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation.  

It is  therefore not tax deductible as are 

contributions to the Foundation which is 

a 501 (C)(3) tax  exempt organization. 

Thank 
you for 
your 

support! 

Bro/M Tony Mariani 

Bro. Egon Jensen 

Bro. Ronald Fudala 

Bro/M Robert Laws 

Bro/M John Eastus 

Bro. Gene Whetstone 

Bro. Buck Ballard 

Mrs. Ruth Zanger 

Bro. Egon Jensen 

Bro/M Richard Fisher 

Bro. Charles Cowden 

Mrs. Shirley Gross 
Bro/M Lowell Johnson 

Bro. Alex Teodoro 

 

Bro. Buck Ballard 
Bro/M Tony Mariani  

Mrs. Grace Stephens 

Mrs. Flo Henick 
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WE NEED YOU! 

T he established dates, 24 and 25 October, for 
our reunion are rapidly approaching! Only one 

degree team has a full cast and much work in the 
way of practices is needed in order to perform 
properly. WE NEED CAST MEMBERS. 

Participation on a degree team is very rewarding 
and gives the cast members a thorough under-
standing of the degree. If San Jose Scottish Rite 
Bodies is unable to perform the mandatory degrees 
(4th, 14th, 18th, 30th, and 32nd degrees) we will 
loose our charter! 

 Please take a look at your schedule and allow 
some time for participation. You may contact any 
of the Degree Directors, Chuck Cowden or Hal Leis-
ter and we will find a place for you on a degree 
team! 

2008 - Lodge of Perfection  

Venerable Master  Bro. Bud Ramsey, 32° KCCH 408-224-9431 

Senior Warden  Bro. Richard Fisher, 32° KCCH 408-779-4088 

Junior Warden  Bro. Larry Pedersen, 32° KCCH 408-353-2146 

Prelate  Bro. Durward C. Ayre, 32° KCCH 408-358-6970 

Master of Ceremonies  Bro. Robert De May, 32° 408-379-7306 

Expert  Bro. Nick Muhlhauser, 32° 408-395-6746 

Assistant Expert  Bro. Will Montoya,  32° 408-274-1137 

Captain of the Host  - vacant -  

2008 - Chapter of Rose Croix 

Wise Master  Bro. Harold Leister, 32° 408-846-9788 

Senior Warden  Bro. Monte Bishop, 32° 408-268-4212 

Junior Warden  Bro. Bryant Day, 32° 408-266-8184 

Master of Ceremonies  Bro. John Unger, 32° 408-269-4418 

Expert  Bro. Jack Harris, 32° 408-275-6326 

Assistant Expert  Bro. Dan Brothers, 32°  408-687-3428 

Captain of the Host  Ill. Bill Roberts, 33° 408-778-0220 

2008 - Council of Kadosh 

Commander  Bro. Eldred LeHeup, 32° KCCH 408-379-2493 

1st Lt Commander  Bro. Ross Fuller, 32° KCCH 408-243-4436 

2nd Lt Commander  Bro. Gregg Hall, 32° 408-778-4805 

Chancellor  Bro. Robert Ahrens, 32° 408-365-0115 

Marshal of Ceremonies  Bro. Dan Manuto, 32° 408-528-0529 

First Deacon Bro. Gene Meyer, 32° 408-377-8580 

Lt of the Guard  Bro. Bobbie Byers, 32° 408-736-2958 

2008 San Jose Consistory 

Master of Kadosh  Bro. Charles Cowden, 32° 831-685-3416 

Prior  Bro. Dan Doornbos, 32° KCCH 408-263-2165 

Preceptor  Bro. Richard Fulton, 32° 408-257-7617 

Chancellor  Bro. Ken Justus, 32° 831-726-1542 

Minister of State  Bro. Randy Downey, 32° 408-255-3719 

Marshal of Ceremonies  Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

Prelate  Bro. Gerald Best, 32° 408-559-3102 

Expert  Bro. Joseph DaSilva, 32° 831-479-4381 

Assistant Expert  Bro. Kerem Kapkin, 32° 831-334-4041 

Captain of the Guard  Bro. Billy Uber, 32° 831-724-2167 

2008 - General Officers  

Personal Representative  Ill. Robert Winter, 33° 408-848-1242 

General Secretary  Bro. Robert Rowan, 32° KCCH 408-945-5941 

Clinic Director  Bro. Ed Clarke, 32° KCCH 650-949-2029 

Club Liason Ill. Robert Winter, 33° 408-848-1242 

Treasurer  Bro. William Mundy, 32°  408-297-3741 

Almoner  Bro. Herb Dallas, 32° KCCH 408-247-4396 

Orator/Librarian  Ill. Maury Dunbar, 33° 408-773-9813 

Organist Emeritus  Ill. Carl Miescke, 33° 209-474-6235 

Tiler  Bro. Bryan Holmberg, 32° 408-813-3869 

Director of Ceremonies  Bro. Harold Leister, 32° 408-846-9788 

Assistant Director of Ceremonies  Bro. Charles Cowden, 32° 831-685-3416 

San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies 

Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry 

Space in the Rite Word can be available to you for business -card sized advertising at  

very reasonable rates.   

If you are interested, call our Brother Secretary to reserve your space.  

I  was at Lodge Segedunum No 4313 in the 
province of Northumberland on the 4th of 

June in Wallsend Masonic Hall on the first 
Wednesday in the month, when a likeness of 
George Washington was noticed.  

The ceremony was stopped while everyone 
had a look and there were at least 38 people 
in the lodge who can confirm what was seen 
including a Grand Lodge officer. 

 I was lucky that the caretaker had not 
brushed the nap on the kneeling stool which 
would have erased the anomaly. And I was 
able to take photographs the following  
morning. 

Bro Alan Gra-
ham PM 
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From the Secretaries Table: 

We can easily forgive a child who is 

afraid of the dark; the real tragedy of life 

is when men are afraid of the light  -  

Plato 

H aving read this quote recently, 
I was reminded how appropri-

ate it is in considering Masonry and 
Scottish Rite and how the òMaster 
Craftsmanó program just being intro-

duced will further our own search for further light in 
Masonry.  Several of us, here in the San Jose Valley 
have begun the program, and speaking for myself, it is 
a very enjoyable task, replete with knowledge gained.  
I recommend the program to every one of you.  

ñññ 

W e are beginning to accumulate electronics and 
discards of  old computers, and other electronic 

items for a repeat of the recycling day we had earlier 
this year.  If you have any old discards, feel free to 
drop them by the Center and we will get prepared for 
another recycling.  

ñññ 

O n May 7, 2008 Hanna Bliden was presented the 
San Jose Valley 2008 college scholarship during 

the Senior Awards Night at Soquel, California High 
School. The scholarship is for $2,500.00 per year and is 
renewable for three more years based upon Hannaõs 
scholastic performance. The Master of Kadosh had the 
privilege of making the presentation.  

Rogerõs Corner 

C halk up another successful monthly dinner meeting to the San Jose Scottish Rite's dinner planners.  

With food pleasing to the eye and taste, members of Scottish Rite, their wives, escorts and friends were 
treated to a fine dining experience; exciting culinary offerings in a dining room decorated with various colors 
( thanks to Mary Lou Johnson, Grace Stephens, Oscar and Felipe) .  

Dinner guests eagerly sampled the various and many selections found on the hors d' oeuvre table and contin-
ued on to the beverage bar for a glass of white or red wine, served by our Scottish Rite members.  

The dinner menu for the June stated meeting included Caesar Salad, Chicken in sherry cream sauce, garlic 
roasted red potatoes, fresh green beans, freshly baked rolls, coffee, tea and a yum yum dessert.  

All of this served with a dining room staffed eager to assist you with food service and smartly dressed in red 
serving aprons.  

Please plan to attend Scottish Rite's monthly dinner meeting -- the 2nd Tuesday of each month at the San 
Jose Scottish Rite Center. Call Mary Lou Johnson at 408-978-7483 for dinner reservations. 

Roger Bibb 

Hanna was by far the best-qualified applicant among a 
group of outstanding high school seniors in our Valleyõs 
area of influence and interest. She is her class Salutato-
rian. Hanna graduated in the top ten percent of her 
class, was a Presidential Scholar, and received the Math 
Department Honor Award as the top math scholar in 
her class. 

Hanna and her family joined us at the June Stated Meet-
ing Dinner. She was introduced to the gathering and 
told us of her high school experiences and plans for her 
college studies. Hanna will attend prestigious Wil-
lamette University in Salem, Oregon.  Willamette, a pri-
vate university, is the òfirst university in the Westó. She 
has not decided on a major as yet but indicated she is 
interested in law, political science, engineering and of 
course math She recently won the Santa Cruz County 
Mock Trial competition, has participated in supporting 

county bond issues and is a  volun-
teer for several local charities. Hanna 
is a very well rounded student and 
person. 

Hanna will attend the Santa Cruz 
Scottish Rite Club meetings when 
she is home for holidays and keep 
the club updated on her progress. Of 
course, these updates will be passed 
on to the brethren. 
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Who am I? 

We recently discovered 

thousands of photos of 

Scottish Rite members 

and events and almost 

none of them are  labeled! 

If you recognize this 

brother then please let the 

secretary know who  he is. 

 

 

Attention all 32° Masons  

Are you a 32°  Scottish Rite Mason?  
 

If so, why not join the  

KNIGHTS OF ST. ANDRE W ?  

Interested?  Please send information to:   

John Unger, Secretary 
4609 Hampton Falls Place, San Jose, CA 95136-2678  

or e-mail johnp4609@yahoo.com. 

Please include your name, address, phone (home, work, 

cell <whatever you want listed>) and e-mail address if you 
have one.  

Do you recognize this brother?  
 

This is one of the few 
recently discovered 
photos that was identi-
fied. 
Do you know him? 
 

(See page 9 to find out if 
ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÒÉÇÈÔȦɊ 

Before there was a  

Scottish Rite Center  

 

This photo, taken on 5 

September 1982, 

shows the site of our 

Scottish Rite Center 

before the earth was 

even completely 

graded.  

For the Ladies!! 
Ladies, 

H appy Fourth of July!  I hope that you got a chance to enjoy some fireworks and spend some time with 
family and friends. 

When we come together on July 8th we are going to take time to slow down, relax and visit with each other.  
I think sometimes there is way too many organized plans and events in our lives.  So please come relax and 
enjoy a night of friendship. 

Many of our ladies also bring a craft, their knitting or crocheting to work on 
while we visit.  I hope you will join us and stay for the BBQ dinner. 

  God bless you all, 

   Susan Ramsey 

  


