
T his monthõs message is going to be something of a continuation of òThe Four Tõs of Masonryó and 

will be another of the explicit qualities we are taught to 

practice in our daily lives; that of Temperance.  

This is another of the many personal characteristics 

taught in the first degree, and I have included it in this 

series for several reasons. First that I might get the 

readers thinking in the direction this subject leads us, and sec-

ondly, if we are discussing personal qualities, temperance 

should be high on everyoneõs list.  

In the First Degree, we are told that Temperance is that due 

restraint on the affections and passions that renders the body 

tame and governable and frees the mind from the allurement 

of vice.  This quality alone is one of the pre-eminent charac-

teristics of a judicious, well disciplined life. We can be cheer-

ful, out-going, and possessed of a lively sense of humor and 

still exercise Temperance. 

A temperate person is sensitive to the concerns of others and 

courteous to all, without becoming unnecessarily subservient. 

A temperate person considers consequences before rushing 

into ill advised or hastily conceived situations. A temperate 

person controls his or her anger when confronted with diffi-

cult situations or with difficult people. Temperate people are 

pleasant to be with, because they exercise self control and are 

slow to wrath, as we are instructed in the Holy Writings.  

Another word for temperance might be moderation.  We seek 

moderation in all that we do and say because it reflects good 

taste and self restraint. The architectural instrument that best 

represents temperance, of course, is the compass. It reminds 

us to contain our desires and keep our passions under control 

toward all mankind. It teaches us self restraint. 
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Have you ever encountered an inconsiderate driver 

and, after he or she has passed you, you look down 

and see a bumper sticker or other emblem that identi-

fies that person as a member of a religious group or 

other organization that preaches the Golden Rule? 

How do his hasty or inconsiderate actions affect your 

thinking with regard to that personõs representation of 

that organization?  

We, as identified with the family of Masonry, dwell in glass 

houses. Our actions are being scrutinized continually, and be-

cause we are Masons, we are held to a higher standard than 

the general public. Our families, our co-workers, the members 

of our church, and even our friends tend to hold us to answer 

for our actions on a little higher plane than they do of the rest 

of society, and that is the way we have chosen to live. When 

we accepted the mantle of Masonry, we committed to a set of 

principles by which we agreed to govern our lives and that set 

of principles says that we are to be temperate in our every act 

and word. 

When I hear a brother Mason use foul, inconsiderate, or abu-

sive language, I mentally cringe, because that type of language 

is intemperate. It hurts him more than it hurts the person for 

whom it is intended, but it also hurts the fraternity. When I 

see a brother act inconsiderately or intolerantly toward an-

other, I want to look for a place to hide, because I am embar-

rassed for the sake of our principles.   

It is one of the four cardinal virtues, I know, but moreover, it 

is our obligation to ourselves and our fraternity to exercise 

temperance in all we do in this life. 

 

 

Remember, if you want to receive the Rite Word Electronically, you need to ask to receive it, or it may be considered SPAM. 
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Make your contribution to the San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies and 

have your name on the ñHonor Rollò.  Your gift of $100.00 or 

more will help the San Jose Lodge of Perfection, Chapter Rose 

Croix, Council of Kadosh and Consistory reach the level neces-

sary to provide quality events for our future success.  Incremental 

gifts welcome too. 
 

2009 Honor Board  

Support Members  
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Rite Word Support for 2009 

Please add your name to the list  

The ñRite Wordò is an expense primarily 

borne by the San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies 

and not the San Jose Scottish Rite Founda-

tion.  It is therefore not tax deductible as are 

contributions to the Foundation which is a 

501 (C)(3) tax  exempt organization. 

Thank you 
for your 

support! 

Bro. Egon Jensen 

Bro. Robert Laws 

Mrs. Mary Lou Johnson 

Bro/M Joseph Mariani 

 

Bro. Egon Jensen 

Mrs. Shirley Gross 

Bro/M Joseph Mariani 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Jean Dutra 

Bro. Mason Peters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important !  
 

Of vital interest to all senior citizens! 

 

Read the following from the Health Care Bills being  

Proposed in Congress.  The pages and sections will vary 

from the House and Senate versions 

 

Page 30 Section 123 

Page 124 lines 24-25 

Page 239 Lines 14-24 

Page 268 Sec 1141 

Page 354 Sec 1177  

Page 421 

Page 425 Lines 17-19 

Page 425 Lines 22-25 and Page 426 Lines 1-3 

Page 430 Lines 11-15 
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2009 - Lodge of Perfection  

Venerable Master  Bro. Richard Fisher, 32° KCCH 408-779-4088 

Senior Warden  Bro. Durward C. Ayre, 32° KCCH 408-358-6970 

Junior Warden  Bro. Harold Leister, 32° 408-846-9788 

Master of Ceremonies  Bro. Nick Muhlhauser, 32° 408-395-6746 

Captain of the Host  Bro. Will Montoya,  32° 408-274-1137 

2009 - Chapter of Rose Croix 

Wise Master  Bro. Monte Bishop, 32° 408-268-4212 

Senior Warden  Bro. Bryant Day, 32° 408-266-8184 

Junior Warden  Bro. John Unger, 32° 408-269-4418 

Master of Ceremonies  Bro. Jack Harris, 32° 408-275-6326 

Captain of the Host  Bro. Bud Ramsey, 32° KCCH 408-224-9431 

2009 - Council of Kadosh 

Commander  Bro. Ross Fuller, 32° KCCH 408-243-4436 

1st Lt Commander  Bro. Gregg Hall, 32° 408-656-2459 

2nd Lt Commander  Bro. Joseph DaSilva, 32° 831-479-4381 

Marshal of Ceremonies  Bro. Kerem Kapkin, 32° 831-334-4041 

Lt of the Guard  Bro. John Fletcher, 32°  

2009 San Jose Consistory 

Master of Kadosh  Bro. Daniel Doornbos, 32° KCCH 408-263-2165 

Prior  Bro. Ken Justus, 32° 831-726-1542 

Preceptor  Bro. Randy Downey, 32° 408-255-3719 

Marshal of Ceremonies  Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

Captain of the Guard  Bro. Gerald Best, 32° 408-559-3102 

2009 - General Officers  

Personal Representative  Ill. Robert Winter, 33° 408-848-1242 

Treasurer  Bro. Royce Ford, 32° KCCH 408-294-2773 

General Secretary  Bro. Robert Rowan, 32° KCCH 408-945-5941 

Prelate  Bro. Gene Meyer, 32° 408-377-8580 

Almoner  Bro. Herb Dallas, 32° KCCH 408-268-9472 

Orator/Librarian  Ill. Maury Dunbar, 33° 408-773-9813 

Tiler  Bro. Bryan Holmberg, 32° 408-813-3869 

Clinic Director  Bro. Ed Clarke, 32° KCCH 650-949-2029 

Club Liason Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

Organist Emeritus  Ill. Carl Miescke, 33° 209-474-6235 

Director of Ceremonies  Bro. Harold Leister, 32° 408-846-9788 

Assist. Director of Ceremonies  Bro. Charles Cowden, 32° 831-685-3416 

San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies 

Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry 

Directors of the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation  

President  Ill. Robert Winter 408-848-1242 

Treasurer  Bro. Royce Ford, 32° KCCH 408-294-2773 

Secretary  Bro. Robert Rowan, 32° KCCH 408-945-5941 

Director (exp 9/30/2009)  Bro. David Gibson,  32° KCCH 408-395-7959 

Director (exp 9/30/2009)  Bro. Herb Dallas, 32° KCCH 408-268-9472 

Director (exp 9/30/2010)  Ill. Kenneth G. Nagel, 33° 408-984-0839 

Director (exp 9/30/2010)  - vacant -  

Director (exp 9/30/2011)  Bro. Chuck Cowden,  32° 831-685-3416 

Director (exp 9/30/2011)  - vacant -  

Venerable Master  Bro. Richard Fisher, 32° KCCH 408-779-4088 

Wise Master  Bro. Monte Bishop, 32° 408-268-4212 

Commander  Bro. Ross Fuller, 32° KCCH 408-243-4436 

Master of Kadosh  Bro. Daniel Doornbos, 32° KCCH 408-263-2165 

International History of the Scottish 

Rite 
The Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, as we know it 

today, had its origins on the continent of Europe. Its 

immediate predecessor, known as The Order of the 

Royal Secret, consisted of 25 Degrees under the Con-

stitutions of 1762. Masonic tradition maintains that 

Lodges of this Rite, transmitted from Bordeaux in 

France through the West Indies to the American 

mainland, were established at New Orleans, Louisiana, 

in 1763; at Albany, New York, in 1767; at Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania, in 1781ð82; and at Charleston, South 

Carolina, in 1783. The Grand Constitutions of 1786 

provided for an extension of the Rite to thirty-three 

Degrees, governed in each country under a Supreme 

Council of the Thirty-third and Last Degree. Its provi-

sions were cited in a Manifesto at Charleston that con-

firmed the first Supreme Council ever opened under 

these Grand Constitutions, on May 31, 1801, òby 

Brothers John Mitchell and Frederick Dalcho.ó All regu-

lar and recognized Supreme Councils and their Subor-

dinate Bodies today are descended directly or collater-

ally from this Mother Supreme Council of the World. 

The Name 

In announcing its establishment to the Masonic world in 

that Manifesto, dated December 4, 1802, the name was 

given as The Supreme Council of the Thirty-third De-

gree for the United States of America. The word 

Scotch appeared in connection with one of the early 

Supreme Council Degrees, and Scotish (sic) was in-

cluded in the name of one of the detached Degrees 

conferred by The Supreme Council. The name Ancient 

and Accepted Scottish Rite first appeared in an 1804 

agreement between the Supreme Council of France 

and the Grand Orient of France. Beginning with the 

administration of Grand Commander Albert Pike in 

1859, it came into general use in the Southern Jurisdic-

tion and elsewhere. Many Scottish Masons fled to 

France during political upheavals in the 17th and 18th 

centuries, at a time when the Degrees of the Rite were 

evolving in French Freemasonry. This has caused some 

to think mistakenly that the Rite originated in Scotland. 

Actually, however, a Supreme Council for Scotland was 

not established until 1846. 
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For The San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation  

to support our Childhood Language Clinic, Scholarship program and the Library/Museum. 

What is the eScrip Program?   

Participating merchants contribute each time your families make a purchase using their grocery club or reg-

istered cards. There are no receipts to collect, no vouchers or certificates to buy, no hassles for you and 

every purchase counts. 

How Does it Work?  

FREE MONEY  for the Scottish Rite Foundation.   Thatôs right: it will cost you nothing and it is 

an easy way to earn money for our Clinic, Scholarship program, and the Library/Museum.  All you have to 

do is register your grocery and store club cards, and your debit/credit cards, and then use these when you 

shop and eat out. The foundation will receive a percentage of what you spend.  eScrip has created a sys-

tem that rewards customer loyalty by contributing a percentage of purchases made by participating families 

to school, youth and children based programs.  Please encourage family and  friends to register their gro-

cery club cards, and existing credit/debit cards.  

Thatôs it! There is absolutely no cost to you or to Scottish Rite. Itôs easy. Itôs unique. There is nothing special 

for you to buy. And, your privacy is protected  ï eScrip uses card numbers and purchase activity solely to 

process the contributions generated by the purchases.  The card numbers are kept confidential by eScrip 

and are disclosed only to the participating merchants to calculate rebates. The eScrip site is a VeriSign Se-

cure Site. All information sent to this site is encrypted, protecting against disclosure to third parties. Check 

out the website at www.escrip.com.   

Simple Registration-So Register Today!  Log on to www.escrip.com and go to "sign up".  Designate our group to re-

ceive contributions.   Register your grocery club cards from a participating merchant and your debit, ATM and credit 

cards.   Our Group ID is # 500022206.  If you do not have access to the website please contact Susan Ramsey at 

408-978-7483.   Sign up sheets are available in the office.  Fill one out and return it to Susan Ramsey at Scottish Rite.  

         

                                       


