
T here are a number of issues on my 

mind this month, but space con-

ÓÔÒÁÉÎÓ ÍÙ ÈÁÎÄ ÁÎÄ )ȭÌÌ ÊÕÓÔ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓ 

two that I feel are particularly timely 

and which interrelate closely. 

Our clubs seem to be experiencing a 

revival with old and new members 

stepping up into roles of responsibility to help out.  This 

is a great reassurance to me as I feel the clubs are criti-

cal to the success of the order.  

One of the aspects of Scottish Rite that has always im-

pressed me is its atmosphere of fraternal interaction 

and our clubs certainly exemplify this principle and 
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read elsewhere in the Rite Word of the activities of the 
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me to express my enthusiasm and how favorably im-

pressed I have been during my recent visits to all three 

of our clubs.  Keep up the good work, brethren, and 

ÍÁÎÙ ÏÆ ÕÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ Ȱ#ÅÎÔÅÒȱ ×ÉÌÌ ÁÔÔÅÎÄ ÁÓ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÁÓ ×Å 

possibly can.  Also, please keep us, here at the Center, 

informed as to your activities and we will try to high-

light them in the Rite Word. 

On another note, our Scholarship Committee has been 

working to come up with a solid program that repre-

sents the philosophy of the Valley of San Jose and how 

we view our obligation to support deserving students in 

their quest for education.  It has not been an easy task. 

Brother Richard Fisher 32° KCCH, Senior Warden of the 

Lodge of Perfection is Chairman of the committee, with 

Brother Dave Gibson 32° KCCH, Brother Dave Kimball 

32°, and Brother Jeff Conway 32° rounding out the 
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membership. 

For a universe from which to make a selection, we have 

imposed on the California Masonic Foundation to fur-

nish us the names of a number of applicants from our 

jurisdictional area who, while well qualified for consid-
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ity to furnish funding.  We are contacting these students 

and will further evaluate their suitability and eligibility 

to participate in our program and then, if it is appropri-

ate, we will confer on two or three of them scholarships 

of about $2,500.00 each, renewable for three more 

years.  We hope to involve the clubs in this process, if 

the students chosen live in their regions, which it ap-

pears they all do. 

I believe this is a winning combination of our charitable 

and fraternal obligations.  It gives us community visibil-

ity, fraternal activity, and in the process gives deserving 

students access to much needed financial support.  Fur-

thermore, students living any distance from our Center 

will have one of our clubs to whom they can relate and 

report to insure faithful follow -up on their commitment 

and continued successful performance. 

The Scholarship Program is a work in progress, and this 

may not be the final form of its development.  Our com-

mittee is working diligently with my encouragement, 

and we all welcome any input the other members of the 

fraternity may want to provide.  
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Make your contribution to the San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies 

and have your name on the ñHonor Rollò.  Your gift of 
$100.00 or more will help the San Jose Lodge of Perfection, 

Chapter Rose Croix, Council of Kadosh and Consistory 
reach the level necessary to provide quality events for our 

future success.  Incremental gifts welcome too. 
 

2008 Honor Board  

Support Members  
 
   

THE RITE WOR D  

The Rite Word is an official publication of the Valley of San Jose, Ori-

ent of California of the A.A.S.R. of Freemasonry, published monthly 
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Rite Word Support for 2008 

Please add your name to the list  

The ñRite Wordò is an expense borne by 

the San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies and not 

the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation.  

It is  therefore not tax deductible as are 

contributions to the Foundation which is 

a 501 (C)(3) tax  exempt organization. 

2008 SPRING REUNION 

The reunion will begin with registration at 3:00 pm on Friday, 11 April.  
A catered dinner will be served at 6:15 pm hosted and supported by the 
Lodge of Perfection. The class will be dismissed at 9:05 pm after the 14th 
degree has been conferred. 

Saturday morning will begin with Juice, coffee, and pastries at 7:00 am. A 
cooked breakfast, hosted and supported by the Chapter of Rose 
Croix, will be served at 8:15. The 15th through the 28th degrees will be 
conferred during the morning hours. 

Lunch, hosted and supported by the Council of Kadosh, will be served 
at12:00. 29th through 32nd degrees will be conferred in the afternoon 
ending at 5:45pm. 

REMEMBER .... LADIES ARE INVITED AND ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND 
THE SATURDAY SOCIAL HOUR AND BANQUET! 

Our SOCIAL Hour will start at 6:30 pm with Hors d'oeuvres/appetizers 
and wine hosted and supported by the San Jose Consistory.   

Hal Leister ɂ Director of Ceremonies  

Thank 
you for 
your 

support! 

Bro/M Tony Mariani 

Bro. Egon Jensen 

Bro. Ronald Fudala 

Bro/M Robert Laws 

Bro/M John Eastus 

Bro. Gene Whetstone 

Bro. Buck Ballard 

Monterey County Scottish Rite Club 

 Ill. Robert Winter installed the following Club Officers at a meeting on 1 February: 

President: Bennie Cooper, 32° KCCH 
Vice President: David Salinger, 32° 

2nd Vice President: John Williams, 32° KCCH 
Sec/Treasurer: Gene Bassett, 32° KCCH 

Almoner: Herschel Amos, 32° KCCH 
 

The Club conducted a Maundy Thursday celebration on 20 March with  Gene Bassett, 32° KCCH as the Speaker and Bennie 
Cooper, 32° KCCH as Director of the Work. An excellent dinner was served after the ceremony. 

Mrs. Ruth Zanger 

Bro. Egon Jensen 

Bro/M Richard Fisher 

Bro. Charles Cowden 

Mrs. Shirley Gross 
Bro/M Lowell Johnson 

Bro. Alex Teodoro 

 

Bro. Buck Ballard 
Bro/M Tony Mariani  

Mrs. Grace Stephens 
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No Friday Lunch Bunch this Month due to Reunion. 

2008 - Lodge of Perfection  

Venerable Master  Bro. Bud Ramsey, 32° KCCH 408-224-9431 

Senior Warden  Bro. Richard Fisher, 32° KCCH 408-779-4088 

Junior Warden  Bro. Larry Pedersen, 32° KCCH 408-353-2146 

Prelate  Bro. Herb Dallas, 32° KCCH 408-268-9472 

Master of Ceremonies  Bro. Durward C. Ayre, 32° KCCH 408-358-6970 

Expert  Bro. Robert De May, 32° 408-379-7306 

Assistant Expert  Bro. Nick Muhlhauser, 32° 408-395-6746 

Captain of the Host  Bro. Will Montoya,  32° 408-274-1137 

2008 - Chapter of Rose Croix 

Wise Master  Bro. Harold Leister, 32° 408-846-9788 

Senior Warden  Bro. Monte Bishop, 32° 408-268-4212 

Junior Warden  Bro. Bryant Day, 32° 408-266-8184 

Master of Ceremonies  Bro. John Unger, 32° 408-269-4418 

Expert  Bro. Jack Harris, 32° 408-275-6326 

Assistant Expert  Bro. Dan Brothers, 32°  408-687-3428 

Captain of the Host  Ill. Bill Roberts, 33° 408-778-0220 

2008 - Council of Kadosh 

Commander  Bro. Eldred LeHeup, 32° KCCH 408-379-2493 

1st Lt Commander  Bro. Ross Fuller, 32° KCCH 408-243-4436 

2nd Lt Commander  Bro. Gregg Hall, 32° 408-778-4805 

Chancellor  Bro. Robert Ahrens, 32° 408-365-0115 

Marshal of Ceremonies  Bro. Dan Manuto, 32° 408-528-0529 

First Deacon Bro. Gene Meyer, 32° 408-377-8580 

Lt of the Guard  Bro. Bobbie Byers, 32° 408-736-2958 

2008 San Jose Consistory 

Master of Kadosh  Bro. Charles Cowden, 32° 831-685-3416 

Prior  Bro. Dan Doornbos, 32° KCCH 408-263-2165 

Preceptor  Bro. Richard Fulton, 32° 408-257-7617 

Chancellor  Bro. Ken Justus, 32° 831-726-1542 

Minister of State  Bro. Randy Downey, 32° 408-255-3719 

Marshal of Ceremonies  Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

Prelate  Bro. Gerald Best, 32° 408-559-3102 

Expert  Bro. Joseph DaSilva, 32° 831-479-4381 

Assistant Expert  Bro. Kerem Kapkin, 32° 831-334-4041 

Captain of the Guard  Bro. Billy Uber, 32° 831-724-2167 

2008 - General Officers  

Personal Representative  Ill. Robert Winter, 33° 408-848-1242 

General Secretary  Bro. Robert Rowan, 32° KCCH 408-945-5941 

Clinic Director  Bro. Ed Clarke, 32° KCCH 650-949-2029 

Club Liason Ill. Robert Winter, 33° 408-848-1242 

Treasurer  Bro. William Mundy, 32°  408-297-3741 

Almoner  Ill. Eugene Keister, 33° 408-247-4396 

Orator/Librarian  Ill. Maury Dunbar, 33° 408-773-9813 

Organist Emeritus  Ill. Carl Miescke, 33° 209-474-6235 

Tiler  Bro. Bryan Holmberg, 32° 408-813-3869 

Director of Ceremonies  Bro. Harold Leister, 32° 408-846-9788 

Assistant Director of Ceremonies  Bro. Charles Cowden, 32° 831-685-3416 

San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies 

Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry 
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From the Secretaries Table: 

The Package, or the Contents? 
An article written by M.W. James 
H. May, PGM of Arizona, pub-
lished originally in the November 
2001 issue of Arizona Masonry 
provides the basis for this message. 

òIs ritual the òfoundation of Free-

masonry?ó  Nope.  No more than a 

table of contents is a book or than a Lodge is a 

building.ó 

The Contents of Masonry is, òa system of morals 
and ethics.ó  Our Package is the ritual and it pre-
sents our Contents in very beautiful ways.  It is the 
process by which we convey to our candidates and 
repeat to ourselves the moral and ethical values we 
wish to practice, and further, it reminds us of our 
duties to God, our neighbor and ourselves.  Properly 
presented, it is the most beautifully wrapped gift that 
we can give.   

I have had many discussions relative to our Ritual 
and even more about the òdumbing downó of our ritual 
in order that we maintain or improve our member-
ship. 

Quoting M.W. May: 

òOur ritual has a certain beauty and grace because 
its language is not that of today.  But it is also not 

Rogerõs Corner 

S hades of St. Paddy's DayɂScottish Rite's March 11 monthly meeting and dinner, with vibrant greens, offset by bright, white 
tablecloths decorating the dining room, provided our members, their wives, escorts and friends with  a simple but sophisti-

cated Saint Patrick's Day theme. 

Many of us were wearing the traditional green, and were observed chatting with friends as they sampled  the food and beverage 
offerings now being offered at the Scottish Rite Center at the monthly dinner meetings.  The hors d'oeuvre table and beverage 
bar has proved to be a popular attraction with our members. 

 The menu for the evening consisted of Shamrock Salad ( baby spinach with roasted vegetables (California fresh and local, of 
course)); hearty Irish Beef Stew; spinach-stuffed breast of chicken with mustard sauce; fluffy, nicely flavored rice; baby carrots, cab-
bage and butter; freshly baked potato rolls and sourdough French bread. 

Irish coffee was available and dessert was a bursting-with -flavor bread pudding with whiskey sauce--all for only $ 12.00 per person. 

If you are passionate about very tasty food, enjoy good fellowship and are looking for a place to dine on the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month, attend the monthly meeting and dinner at the San Jose Scottish Rite Center.  If you plan on attending, telephone Mary Lou 
Johnson at the Center --408.978.7483 for dinner reservations. 

Roger Bibb 

the language of the ancient craftsmen whose accom-
plishments we celebrate.  It is of far more recent vin-
tage.  It is different from place to place and also over 
time, having been altered by many individuals past 
and present.  ééé  Further, the ritual has contin-
ued to evolve ð even up to the present day.  Changes 
have been made consciously and unconsciously, some 
approved by Grand Lodges while others just òtiptoed 
through the back dooró.  Most Grand Lodges that 
now have a written ritual made a transition from an 
unwritten oral ritual at some earlier point. When they 
made the decision to write it down for the first time, 
change was inevitable. Just visualize the debates over 
exactly WHAT to write down.  Someoneõs viewpoint 
prevailed while anotherõs did not. That's change. 

Is ritual a key element of the Craft? Certainly!  We 
wouldnõt be the same without it. I wouldnõt look for-
ward to attending Lodge and hearing it time and 
again if it had no effect on me. It always does, and Iõm 
convinced it helps make me a better person. Itõs a gen-
tle reminder of duties and obligations, attitudes and 
behaviors that make life more positive and enjoyable.ó 

In conclusion, it is my firm belief that the most beau-
tiful aspect of Masonry is the system itself.  ð òThe 
system of morals and ethics under which certain 
men choose to live their lives.ó   

(Continued on page 5) 
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Lastly, it is not the òdumbing downó of our ritual 
that causes the biggest problems.  It is the perform-
ance of the same.  Any attempt to change the pack-
age from one beautifully wrapped, to one in a plain 
brown wrapper, certainly diminishes the effect we 
intend to deliver. 

Respectfully, 
 
 
 
 

Robert D. Rowan, Jr.  
General Secretary 

(Continued from page 4) 

 

 

Attention all 32° Masons  

Are you a 32°  Scottish Rite Mason?  
 

If so, why not join the  

KNIGHTS OF ST. ANDRE W ?  

Interested?  Please send information to:   

John Unger, Secretary 
4609 Hampton Falls Place, San Jose, CA 95136-2678  

or e-mail johnp4609@yahoo.com. 
Please include your name, address, phone (home, work, cell 

<whatever you want listed>) and e-mail address if you have 

one.  

Santa Cruz Scottish Rite Club 

The Santa Cruz Scottish Rite Club held its monthly break-
fast meeting on 15 March with approximately 42 in atten-
dance. The Club President, Joseph DaSilva, and other offi-
cers cooked and served an excellent breakfast! Ill. Bob Win-
ter briefed the Club on changes and improvements being 
made at the San Jose Scottish Rite Center, and gave an ex-
cellent up-date regarding activities of the Childhood Lan-
guage Center. Other representatives from the SJ Scottish 
Rite Bodies were Roger Bibb, Bill Roberts and Hal Leister. 
  

The Club meets every third Saturday of each month and 
visiting Brethren and family are always welcome. 

San Louis Obispo Scottish Rite Club 

Ill. Robert Schmidt, 33°  
installed the following Club  

Officers at a meeting on March 9th: 
 

President: Jerry Boxer, 32° KCCH 
Vice President: Jerry Harbick, 32° 
2nd Vice President: Jim Allen, 32°  

3rd Vice President: Connie Jarvis, 32°  
Secretary: Benjamin Minter, 32°  
Treasurer: Ill . Dan Wasson, 33°  

Almoner: Rod Reuting, 32°  

Maundy Thursday  


