
T he Council of Masters Meeting on Saturday, 
Sept. 8, while only lightly attended was cer-

tainly the center of some lively discussion and pro-
duced some positive results.  It was gratifying to 
see the top officers of all four bodies in attendance, 
as we had some vital issues on the agenda. 

Some of us have felt for many years that our offi-
ÃÅÒÓȭ ÌÉÎÅÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÔÏÏ ÌÏÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ 
certain positions that have existed in name only 
without identifiable duties.  With the approval of the Ori-
ent under which we operate, it was decided that we will 
effect a reduction of officers in the four bodies to five offi-
cers each.  This would include the three principal officers, 
the Master of Ceremonies, and the Captain of the Guard, 
who would work with the Tiler for the security of the 
doors.  In some of the bodies this could be accomplished 
by a gradual work-down of the numbers, but possibly in 
ÏÔÈÅÒÓȟ ÉÔ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÅÆÆÅÃÔÉÖÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÕÒ ÎÅØÔ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÓÌÁÔÅ ÏÆ 
officers.  The so-called Expert positions would be elimi-
nated, as would some of the other positions whose duties 
are so vague as to be virtually indistinguishable. 

The main difference will be that the Prelate position 
would be moved to the general staff, similar to the Orator 
and Almoner, and be responsible for the opening and 
closing prayers at Stated Meetings and other official 
events. 

Another issue that we settled was the matter of regular 
attendance by the officers.   Somehow, over the years, the 
perception seems to have developed that when a member 
ÁÃÃÅÐÔÓ Á ÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÎÅ ÏÆ ÏÆÆÉÃÅÒÓ ÈÅ ÉÓÎȭÔ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÅØȤ
pected to attend our meetings until such time as he be-
comes one of the top officers of his particular body.  Our 
brothers should realize and recognize that when they 
agree to an appointment to a position in one of the lines 
that they are accepting a position of leadership. This en-
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tails an expectation that they are to attend and 
participate in not only the stated meetings, but 
also the reunions and administrative (Council of 
Masters) meetings.  Excused absences are under-
ÓÔÁÎÄÁÂÌÅȟ ÁÎÄ ×Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ÉÎÔÅÎÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÉÎÆÌÅØÉÂÌÅ ÉÎ 
ÉÍÐÏÓÉÎÇ ÉÍÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅ ÄÅÍÁÎÄÓ ÏÎ Á ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ 
time or his commitment to his family, his work, 
or his service to God or his country, but we try, 
through our officers, to operate the Valley in 

spirit of accord with the membership, and the input of all 
our officers is vital to our success.  

We understand the sometimes priorities change, and that 
occasionally unanticipated obligations arise after a 
ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒ ÈÁÓ ÁÃÃÅÐÔÅÄ ÁÎ ÁÐÐÏÉÎÔÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÏÆÆÉÃÅÒÓȭ 
corps.  When this happens, it is OK to just step away and 
ÁÌÌÏ× ÏÎÅȭÓ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓÏÒ ÔÏ ÆÉÌÌ ÈÉÓ ÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎȢ   4Ï ÄÏ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ 
probably better that living with the embarrassment of not 
ÂÅÉÎÇ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÁÔÔÅÎÄ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍ ÏÎÅȭÓ ÄÕȤ
ÔÉÅÓȢ  !Ó ) ÎÏÔÅÄ ÁÂÏÖÅȟ ÔÈÅ ÏÆÆÉÃÅÒÓȭ ÌÉÎÅÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÓÏÏÎ ÂÅ ÒÅȤ
duced so that everyone who is an officer will have identi-
fiable duties, and no one will feel like just a cog in the 
wheel.  The Senior Wardens of the four bodies will be 
polling their members to see who will be interested in 
continuing through the chairs, and we may even move 
certain members in the lower ranges of the lines so that 
they will be able to fill other vacancies.  

At our next Council of Masters, Saturday, October 4, we 
ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÏÕÒ ÎÅØÔ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÓÌÁÔÅ ÔÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅÌÙ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÄȢ  
If there is any, ANY interest in helping out with next years 
work, please get in touch with me or one of the brothers 
ÉÎ ÏÕÒ 3ÅÎÉÏÒ 7ÁÒÄÅÎÓȭ ÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓ ÙÏÕÒ ÄÅȤ
ÓÉÒÅÓȢ  )ȭÍ ÓÕÒÅ ×Å ÃÁÎ ÒÅÁÃÈ ÁÎ ÁÃÃÏÍÍÏÄÁÔÉÏÎȢ  

The Friday Lunch Bunch on October 17th at High Twelve.  The Friday Lunch Bunch on October 17th at High Twelve.  

Please make your reservations and join us !! Please make your reservations and join us !!   



Page 2 

Make your contribution to the San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies and 

have your name on the ñHonor Rollò.  Your gift of $100.00 or 

more will help the San Jose Lodge of Perfection, Chapter Rose 

Croix, Council of Kadosh and Consistory reach the level neces-

sary to provide quality events for our future success.  Incremental 

gifts welcome too. 
 

2008 Honor 

Board  

Support  

Members  
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The Rite Word is an official publication of the Valley of San Jose, Orient of California of the 
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Washington, D.C. 

Rite Word Support for 2008 
Please add your name to the list  

The ñRite Wordò is an expense borne by the 

San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies and not the 

San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation.  It is 

therefore not tax deductible as are contribu-

tions to the Foundation which is a 501 (C)(3) 

tax  exempt organization. 

Thank 
you for 
your 

support! 

Bro/M Tony Mariani 

Bro. Egon Jensen 

Bro. Ronald Fudala 

Bro/M Robert Laws 

Bro/M John Eastus 

Bro. Gene Whetstone 

Bro. Buck Ballard 

Bro/M Larry Pedersen 

Bro. William Hershberger 

Mrs. Ruth Zanger 

Bro. Egon Jensen 

Bro/M Richard Fisher 

Bro. Charles Cowden 

Mrs. Shirley Gross 
Bro/M Lowell Johnson 

Bro. Alex Teodoro 

Mrs. Nancy Kell 

Bro. Buck Ballard 
Bro/M Tony Mariani  

Mrs. Grace Stephens 

Mrs. Flo Henick 

Bro. Robert Laws 

Bro/M Larry Pedersen 

Bro. Mason Peters 

 

Wanted!! 

Do you have any wood-working equipment that 
you no longer use? (Power saws, drills, routers 
and the like.)   

Consider donating it to the San Jose Scottish Rite.  
We are expanding our existing wood shop, and 
will thereby improve our ability to build props and 
other needed items for our degrees and further to 
improve our capability for building maintenance.   

rr 

Sound Likely ????? 

Dear IRS: I'm sending you this 

money because I cheated on my in-

come tax and my conscience has been 

bothering me. If it doesn't stop, I'll 

send you the rest.  

If you have any e-waste items, we are 

accumulating the donations in prepa-

ration for the next e-recycle day here at 

the Rite.  We will be happy to add your 

discards to our pile.  The proceeds will 

benefit the Childrenôs Clinic. 
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WE STILL NEED YOU! 

T he established dates, for our reunion have been resched-
uled but are none-the-less rapidly approaching! The de-

gree teams are working hard but more rehearsal is needed in 
order to perform properly. WE DO NEED MORE CAST MEM-
BERS!!!!  Mostly for non -speaking parts at this point.  

Participation on a degree team is very rewarding and gives the 
cast members a much more thorough understanding of the 
degree. If San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies is unable to perform the 
mandatory degrees (4th, 14th, 18th, 30th, and 32nd degrees) we 
will cease operation as a Scottish Rite Valley! 

 Please take a look at your schedule and allow some time for 
participation. You may contact any of the Degree Directors, 
Chuck Cowden or Hal Leister and we will find a place for you to 
help. 

2008 - Lodge of Perfection  

Venerable Master  Bro. Bud Ramsey, 32° KCCH 408-224-9431 

Senior Warden  Bro. Richard Fisher, 32° KCCH 408-779-4088 

Junior Warden  Bro. Larry Pedersen, 32° KCCH 408-353-2146 

Prelate  Bro. Durward C. Ayre, 32° KCCH 408-358-6970 

Master of Ceremonies  Bro. Robert De May, 32° 408-379-7306 

Expert  Bro. Nick Muhlhauser, 32° 408-395-6746 

Assistant Expert  Bro. Will Montoya,  32° 408-274-1137 

Captain of the Host  ɂvacantɂ  

2008 - Chapter of Rose Croix 

Wise Master  Bro. Harold Leister, 32° 408-846-9788 

Senior Warden  Bro. Monte Bishop, 32° 408-268-4212 

Junior Warden  Bro. Bryant Day, 32° 408-266-8184 

Master of Ceremonies  Bro. John Unger, 32° 408-269-4418 

Expert  Bro. Jack Harris, 32° 408-275-6326 

Assistant Expert  Bro. Dan Brothers, 32°  408-687-3428 

Captain of the Host  ɂvacantɂ  

2008 - Council of Kadosh 

Commander  Bro. Eldred LeHeup, 32° KCCH 408-379-2493 

1st Lt Commander  Bro. Ross Fuller, 32° KCCH 408-243-4436 

2nd Lt Commander  Bro. Gregg Hall, 32° 408-778-4805 

Chancellor  Bro. Robert Ahrens, 32° 408-365-0115 

Marshal of Ceremonies  Bro. Dan Manuto, 32° 408-528-0529 

First Deacon Bro. Gene Meyer, 32° 408-377-8580 

Lt of the Guard  Bro. Bobbie Byers, 32° 408-736-2958 

2008 San Jose Consistory 

Master of Kadosh  Bro. Charles Cowden, 32° 831-685-3416 
Prior  Bro. Dan Doornbos, 32° KCCH 408-263-2165 

Preceptor  Bro. Ken Justus, 32° 831-726-1542 

Chancellor  Bro. Randy Downey, 32° 408-255-3719 

Minister of State  Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

Marshal of Ceremonies  Bro. Gerald Best, 32° 408-559-3102 

Prelate  Bro. Joseph DaSilva, 32° 831-479-4381 

Expert  Bro. Kerem Kapkin, 32° 831-334-4041 

Assistant Expert  Bro. Billy Uber, 32° 831-724-2167 

Captain of the Guard  ɂvacantɂ  

2008 - General Officers  

Personal Representative  Ill. Robert Winter, 33° 408-848-1242 

General Secretary  Bro. Robert Rowan, 32° KCCH 408-945-5941 

Clinic Director  Bro. Ed Clarke, 32° KCCH 650-949-2029 

Club Liason Ill. Robert Winter, 33° 408-848-1242 

Treasurer  Bro. William Mundy, 32°  408-297-3741 

Almoner  Bro. Herb Dallas, 32° KCCH 408-268-9472 

Orator/Librarian  Ill. Maury Dunbar, 33° 408-773-9813 

Organist Emeritus  Ill. Carl Miescke, 33° 209-474-6235 

Tiler  Bro. Bryan Holmberg, 32° 408-813-3869 

Director of Ceremonies  Bro. Harold Leister, 32° 408-846-9788 

Assistant Director of Ceremonies  Bro. Charles Cowden, 32° 831-685-3416 

San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies 

Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry 

Space in the Rite Word can be available to you for business -card sized advertising at  

very reasonable rates.   

If you are interested, call our Brother Secretary to reserve your space.  

I  t's no secret that the monthly Scottish Rite din-

ners are becoming noteworthy events. 

Hearing the favorable comments regarding the 

monthly dinners as the members, wives and guests 

ÓÔÏÏÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÒÓ ÄȭÏÅÕÖÒÅ ÌÉÎÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÅØÃÅÌÌÅÎÔ ÆÁÒÅ 

provides evidence that our dinners are gaining 

popularity. 

The September 9th dinner included BBQ ribs and 

chicken, ranch beans, Caesar salad, fresh and local, 

bread, pasta salad, wine at the beverage bar, and 

coffee, tea and a yum-yum dessert. 

Sophie Birk, 100 years young on September 9th, and 

a Clinic Volunteer for many years, received a special 

greeting from Venerable Master, Bud Ramsey, 32°, 

K.C.C.H 

Management is determined to make quality dinners 

with a variety of choices, for the eye and taste. This 

has been accomplished as we have enjoyed fine 

food aided by a serving staff, eager to assist all who 

need help.  Grace Stephens and MaryLou Johnson 

take care to provide the ambiance, and soft back-

ground music helps everyone to enjoy the evening.   

Please join Scottish Rite members, their wives and 

friends at the monthly dinners at the Center, lo-

cated at 2455 Masonic Drive in San Jose. Telephone 

MaryLou Johnson for dinner reservations. Her tele-

phone number is 408.978.7483.    -  ROGER BIBB 
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From the Secretaries Table: 

I   would like to begin my message 
this month with a special thank you 
to a very special Brother. 

Bro. Jack Harris 32° is preparing to 
move from his Willow Glen home 
into Acacia Creek and he found the 
need to dispose of some wine (there 
being no room for a wine cellar at his new 
home) that he had in his personal wine 

cellar.  First, he had a party to work on the problem but 
not enough was consumed and then, finding still too 
much in inventory, he asked if our Scottish Rite would 
accept a donation of more than eleven cases.  Knowing 
how well our wines are enjoyed at our stated meetings, 
I accepted his generous contribution for our well being.  
Thank you Brother Jack!  Per-
haps you have implanted an idea 
that can be emulated by others. 

* * * * *  

At our stated meeting dinner, we 
had some great fun celebrating 
Sofie Birkõs 100th Birthday.  We 
wish you many more years of life 
Sofie !!!  We want you to keep the 
Archeologist well away.  He can-
not read anyway. 

* * * * *  

B y the time you receive the Rite Word for this 
month, the Annual Communication of our Grand 

Lodge will have been completed, our Festive Agape will 
have been enjoyed, the fiscal year for the San Jose Scot-
tish Rite Foundation will have come to an end and fall 
will have begun.  Here, in the Valley of San Jose, we 
will have entered a phase of òBack to the Futureó, by 
returning to our reunions being held on multiple dates, 
rather than cramming everything into one weekend.  
Together with this, we will be presenting the new 
òPikeó ritual and updating our presentations with new 
music, sound systems, and visual presentation.  Believe 
it or not, there are quite a few new participants in the 
degrees and I am certain that the format of the reunion 
will add to your enjoyment, and will be pleasing to our 
candidates. 

 

General Secretary 

Rose-Croix 
Code of Life 
Salutem Punctis Trianguli! 

1.  In the morning, before rising, thank the 

God of your Heart for the new day that 

you are privileged to live on the earthly 

plane, and ask God to inspire you through-

out the day. Then, while facing east, take 

seven deep breaths as you focus on the 

vitality that is awakening in you. Afterwards, drink a glass of 

water and then begin your daily activities. 

2.  Despite the trials and tribulations of life, always consider life 

the most precious gift the Cosmic ever granted human beings, 

because it is the medium of our spiritual evolution and the 

source of the happiness we seek. Furthermore, regard your body 

as the temple of your soul, and take great care of it. 

3.  If you can, reserve a place in your home dedicated to prayer, 

meditation, and the study of the Rosicrucian teachings. Make it 

your own oratory, your sanctum, and keep it free from any pro-

fane concern or activity.  

4.  Before every meal, give thanks to God for being fortunate 

enough to have something to eat, and think of all those who do 

not have the privilege of eating their fill. If you are alone or to-

gether with other members of the Order, place your hands above 

your food, palms down, and say mentally or aloud this symbolic 

ÉÎÖÏÃÁÔÉÏÎȡ Ȱ-ÁÙ ÔÈÉÓ ÆÏÏÄ ÂÅ ÐÕÒÉÆÉÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÇÎÅÔÉÚÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 

vibrations radiating from my hands so to provide for my body 

ÁÎÄ ÓÏÕÌȭÓ ÎÅÅÄȢ -ÁÙ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ ÁÒÅ ÈÕÎÇÒÙ ÂÅ ÁÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ 

this meal and be given a spiritual share of its benefits. So Mote It 

"ÅȦȱ 

5.  You know that the aim of all human beings is to perfect them-

selves; to become better persons. Therefore, constantly en-

deavor to awaken and express the virtues of the soul that ani-

mates you. In doing so, you will contribute to your evolution and 

serve the cause of humanity. 

6.  Isolate yourself for a moment every day, preferably in your 

Sanctum, and send thoughts of love, harmony, and health to-

wards humanity as a whole, particularly towards all those who 

suffer physically or mentally. Also ask God to assist them on all 

planes and to preserve them as much as possible from the or-

deals of life. 

7.  Behave in such a way that all those who share your existence 

or live in contact with you regard you as an example and feel the 

desire to be like you.  Guided by the voice of your conscience, 

may your ethics be as pure as possible and may your first preoc-

cupation always be to think well, speak well, and act well. 

(Continued on page 8) 

From the Wise Master 
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Attention all 32° Masons  

Are you a 32Á Scottish Rite Mason?  
 

If so, why not join the  

KNIGHTS OF ST. ANDRE W ?  

Interested?  Please send information to:   

John Unger, Secretary 
4609 Hampton Falls Place, San Jose, CA 95136-2678  

or e-mail johnp4609@yahoo.com. 

Please include your name, address, phone (home, work, 

cell <whatever you want listed>) and e-mail address if you 
have one.  

For the Ladies 

I   hope you are enjoying the beginning of autumn as the leaves start turning into all those brilliant fall colors.  When I was a little 
girl my favorite part of this season was running through and jumping into the large pile of leaves.  Although I am sure my Dad 

did not appreciate the game, it was such great fun.   It is also the time of ghosts, goblins and the anticipation of children as they 
dream about Halloween treats and what wonderful creatures they will get to be.  This is also a time of transition from BBQs and 
summer swim parties to hot cider and family gatherings.  

This time of year also brings transition within the Masonic Family.  In late September many of our members were in San Francisco 
attending the California Grand Lodge activities and the Installation of their new officers.  It was the passing of the baton from the 
old to the new; an ending, a beginning and at the same time a continuation of what is good.  It is a ritual that will be take place in 
many forms over the next couple of months as many of the concordant bodies hold their annual sessions and installations of new 
leadership.  It can also be an opportunity to gather with friends and share some special times and memories.  I encourage you la-
dies to take the opportunity to share in these events with your husbands and loved ones, to take the time to build some new 
memories and to visit with old friends. 

Remember to: 

   Take Time To Laugh ... it is the music of the soul.   

 Take Time To Work ... it is the price of success. 

   Take Time To Think ... it is the source of power. 

   Take Time To Play ... it is the secret of perpetual youth. 

   Take Time To Read The Word ... it is the foundation of wisdom. 

   Take Time To Pray ... it is the greatest power on earth. 

   Take Time To Worship ... it is the highway to reverence. 

   Take Time To Be Friendly ... it is the road to happiness. 

   Take Time To Dream ...  it is hitching your wagon to a star. 

   Take Time To Give ... it is too short a day to be selfish. 

   Take Time To Love And Be Loved ... it is a God-given privilege.   

I will not be able to attend the October 14th meeting.  I will be at the Grand Chapter Sessions for Eastern Star in Fresno, CA.   I will 
be passing the baton as I turn over the responsibilities of Deputy of District #23 to another lady.  I will miss my time with each of 
you this month and I look forward to seeing you all at our November meeting when I will be able to bring my report about the 
#ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÐÁÒÔÙȢ 

God bless,  Susan 

From our Cornerstone Ceremony in 1984 


