
Job Descriptions:   

I n preparation for writing several job de-

scriptions, our Secretary General did a brief 

search for the same in several other Scottish 

Rite Valleys and Orient publications with the 

result of finding very little that was applicable 

to his search. 

The effort, however, included reading a message 

from the Editor of the Louisiana Scottish Rite Tres-

tleboard and I will offer part of his message for   

your consideration. He said, in part: 

"...an idea struck me for having ...an explanation 

for the positions of Master Mason and Scottish Rite 

member." 

"The obligations, the charges and some lectures 

explain many of the duties and responsibilities that 

we as Masons inculcate. There is a great lacking in 

the area of participation, attendance or labors ex-

pected. Petitioners have indicated that membership 

in the 'Fraternity will not cause a hard-ship on 

their family or themselves. We explain in the 

'Entered Apprentice Degree that zeal for the Fra-

ternity should never interfere with regular voca-

tions. We obligate and demand certain moral be-

havior to continue membership in the Fraternity. 

There is never a mention of regular attendance and 

participation for regular meetings. Perhaps we 

should go as far as to explain work and Masonic 

Labor."  

Many members remark that the meetings don't of-

fer them anything and that we arenôt even meeting 

their needs. These same members don't offer what 
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their needs might be or what they would like 

to have at Lodge. Sadly many find that Ma-

sonic Labor ends with the conferral of de-

grees. Exercise your right and responsibility 

by attending your Lodge and Valley meet-

ings. Participate and let your ideas and voice 

be heard. Heck, attend an Advisory Confer-

ence meeting." 

I can only add my personal second to his comments 

and in fact, I will suggest that you could take the 

time to participate and add your voice and opinion to 

a Council of Masters Meeting; the Tuesday morning 

"Kitchen Cabinet" meeting; our stated meeting; the 

scholarship committee or even volunteer to help in 

any other capacity that would match your own inter-

ests.  

Iôve been Master of my own Lodge four times and 

will never give up my Craft Lodge activities. I have 

served on Grand Lodge committees, served as a 

Grand Lodge Floor Officer in 1997, participate in 

York Rite, AMD, York Rite College, and I still find 

that Scottish Rite offers a couple of things that are 

absent in the other areas of Masonic work. First, we 

have a vibrant and active charitable institution right 

here in our own home. Secondly, we are given a 

chance to meet and mingle with a broad selection of 

our Masonic family on a monthly basis.  

All Masonic Labor is an integral part of our Masonic 

Experience and beside that, most of it is rewarding 

and even fun at times. 
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M ake your contribution to the San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies 

and have your name on the ñHonor Rollò.  Your gift of 

$100.00 or more will help the San Jose Lodge of Perfection, Chap-

ter Rose Croix, Council of Kadosh and Consistory reach the level 

necessary to provide quality events for our future success.  Incre-

mental gifts wel-

come too. 
 

2008 Honor 

Board  

Support  

Members  
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Rite Word Support for 2008 

Please add your name to the list  

T he ñRite Wordò is an expense borne by 

the San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies and 

not the San Jose Scottish Rite Foundation.  

It is therefore not tax deductible as are contri-

butions to the Foundation which is a 501 (C)

(3) tax  exempt organization. 

Thank 
you for 
your 

support! 

Bro/M Tony Mariani 

Bro. Egon Jensen 

Bro. Ronald Fudala 

Bro/M Robert Laws 

Bro/M John Eastus 

Bro. Gene Whetstone 

Bro. Buck Ballard 

Mrs. Ruth Zanger 

Bro. Egon Jensen 

Bro/M Richard Fisher 

Bro. Charles Cowden 

Mrs. Shirley Gross 

Bro/M Lowell Johnson 

Bro. Alex Teodoro 

 

Bro. Buck Ballard 
Bro/M Tony Mariani  

Mrs. Grace Stephens 

Mrs. Flo Henick 

Mrs. Grace Wallis 
Bro. Mason Peters 

 

 

A government big enough to 
give you everything you 
want, is strong enough to 
take everything you have. 
 -Thomas Jefferson 
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WE NEED YOU! 

T he established dates, 24 and 25 October, for our 
reunion are rapidly approaching! Only one degree 

team has a full cast and much work in the way of prac-
tices is needed in order to perform properly. WE NEED 
CAST MEMBERS. 

Participation on a degree team is very rewarding and 
gives the cast members a thorough understanding of 
the degree. If San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies is unable to 
perform the mandatory degrees (4th, 14th, 18th, 30th, and 
32nd degrees) we will loose our charter! 

 Please take a look at your schedule and allow some 
time for participation. You may contact any of the De-
gree Directors, Chuck Cowden or Hal Leister and we 
will find a place for you on a degree team! 

2008 - Lodge of Perfection  

Venerable Master  Bro. Bud Ramsey, 32° KCCH 408-224-9431 

Senior Warden  Bro. Richard Fisher, 32° KCCH 408-779-4088 

Junior Warden  Bro. Larry Pedersen, 32° KCCH 408-353-2146 

Prelate  Bro. Durward C. Ayre, 32° KCCH 408-358-6970 

Master of Ceremonies  Bro. Robert De May, 32° 408-379-7306 

Expert  Bro. Nick Muhlhauser, 32° 408-395-6746 

Assistant Expert  Bro. Will Montoya,  32° 408-274-1137 

Captain of the Host  - vacant -  

2008 - Chapter of Rose Croix 

Wise Master  Bro. Harold Leister, 32° 408-846-9788 

Senior Warden  Bro. Monte Bishop, 32° 408-268-4212 

Junior Warden  Bro. Bryant Day, 32° 408-266-8184 

Master of Ceremonies  Bro. John Unger, 32° 408-269-4418 

Expert  Bro. Jack Harris, 32° 408-275-6326 

Assistant Expert  Bro. Dan Brothers, 32°  408-687-3428 

Captain of the Host  Ill. Bill Roberts, 33° 408-778-0220 

2008 - Council of Kadosh 

Commander  Bro. Eldred LeHeup, 32° KCCH 408-379-2493 

1st Lt Commander  Bro. Ross Fuller, 32° KCCH 408-243-4436 

2nd Lt Commander  Bro. Gregg Hall, 32° 408-778-4805 

Chancellor  Bro. Robert Ahrens, 32° 408-365-0115 

Marshal of Ceremonies  Bro. Dan Manuto, 32° 408-528-0529 

First Deacon Bro. Gene Meyer, 32° 408-377-8580 

Lt of the Guard  Bro. Bobbie Byers, 32° 408-736-2958 

2008 San Jose Consistory 

Master of Kadosh  Bro. Charles Cowden, 32° 831-685-3416 

Prior  Bro. Dan Doornbos, 32° KCCH 408-263-2165 

Preceptor  Bro. Richard Fulton, 32° 408-257-7617 

Chancellor  Bro. Ken Justus, 32° 831-726-1542 

Minister of State  Bro. Randy Downey, 32° 408-255-3719 

Marshal of Ceremonies  Ill. Roger Bibb, 33° 408-371-0470 

Prelate  Bro. Gerald Best, 32° 408-559-3102 

Expert  Bro. Joseph DaSilva, 32° 831-479-4381 

Assistant Expert  Bro. Kerem Kapkin, 32° 831-334-4041 

Captain of the Guard  Bro. Billy Uber, 32° 831-724-2167 

2008 - General Officers  

Personal Representative  Ill. Robert Winter, 33° 408-848-1242 

General Secretary  Bro. Robert Rowan, 32° KCCH 408-945-5941 

Clinic Director  Bro. Ed Clarke, 32° KCCH 650-949-2029 

Club Liason Ill. Robert Winter, 33° 408-848-1242 

Treasurer  Bro. William Mundy, 32°  408-297-3741 

Almoner  Bro. Herb Dallas, 32° KCCH 408-268-9472 

Orator/Librarian  Ill. Maury Dunbar, 33° 408-773-9813 

Organist Emeritus  Ill. Carl Miescke, 33° 209-474-6235 

Tiler  Bro. Bryan Holmberg, 32° 408-813-3869 

Director of Ceremonies  Bro. Harold Leister, 32° 408-846-9788 

Assistant Director of Ceremonies  Bro. Charles Cowden, 32° 831-685-3416 

San Jose Scottish Rite Bodies 

Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry 

Space in the Rite Word can be available to you for business -card sized advertising at  

very reasonable rates.   

If you are interested, call our Brother Secretary to reserve your space.  

Would you like to help the House 
of the Temple? 

T he Supreme Council of the Ancient and Ac-
cepted Scottish Rite, Southern Jurisdiction has 

formed business alliances with several firms. Every 
time you make a purchase from one of the firms in 
the SRBA (Scottish Rite Business Alliance) a dona-
tion is made to the House of the Temple Historic 
Preservation Fund, Inc. 

As of this writing, the alliance consists of: 

Gourmet Foods Fundraiser (gourmet foods 
shipped right to your door) 

LodgeAprons.com (standard and custom Ma-
sonic aprons) 

Travel Planners of Lakeridge 

Home Smart Real Estate 

US Bank 

Olde Towne Realty 

Safety Nets Plus (a product consisting of road-
side assistance, legal care and identity theft 
protection provided through LifeLock.) 
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From the Secretaries Table: 

I  guess that I neglected to tell you all that 
a MINO is a Mason In Name Only.  I 

hope you do not match that definition!  
Thanks to Sam Nixon, the story that fol-
lows should have been the experience of a 
Brother Mason.  If he was not, he certainly 
illustrates the real meaning of the Craft and 
I would like to welcome him as a Brother. 

* * * 

 

W hen I drove up in my taxi cab at 2:30 a.m. the building 
was dark except for a single light in a ground floor win-
dow.  

Under these circumstances many taxi drivers would just honk 
once or twice, wait a minute, and then drive away.  

But I had seen too many impoverished people who depended 
on taxis as their only means of transportation. Unless a situation 
smelled of danger, I always went to the door. This passenger 
might be someone who needs my assistance, I reasoned to my-
self.  

So I walked to the door and knocked. 'Just a minute', answered 
a frail, elderly voice. I could hear something being dragged 
across the floor.  

After a long pause, the door opened. A small woman in her 90s 
stood before me. She was wearing a print dress and a pillbox hat 
with a veil pinned on it, like somebody out of a 1940s movie.  

By her side was a small nylon suitcase. The apartment looked as 
if no one had lived in it for years. All the furniture was covered 
with sheets.  

There were no clocks on the walls, no knickknacks or utensils 
on the counters. In the corner was a cardboard box filled with 
photos and glassware.  

'Would you carry my bag out to the car?' she said. I took the 
suitcase to the cab, then returned to assist the woman.  

She took my arm and we walked slowly toward the curb.  

She kept thanking me for my kindness. 'It's nothing', I told her. 
'I just try to treat my passengers the way I would want my 
mother treated'.  

'Oh, you're such a good boy', she said. When we got in the cab, 
she gave me an address, and then asked, 'Could you drive 
through downtown?'  

'It's not the shortest way,' I answered quickly.  

'Oh, I don't mind,' she said.  'I'm in no hurry. I'm on my way to 

a hospice'.  

I looked in the rear-view mirror. Her eyes were glistening. 'I 
don't have any family left,' she continued. 'The doctor says I 
don't have very long.' I quietly reached over and shut off the 
meter.  

'What route would you like me to take?' I asked.  

For the next two hours, we drove through the city. She showed 
me the building where she had once worked as an elevator opera-
tor.  

We drove through the neighborhood where she and her husband 
had lived when they were newlyweds. She had me pull up in 
front of a furniture warehouse that had once been a ballroom 
where she had gone dancing as a girl.  

Sometimes she'd ask me to slow in front of a particular building 
or corner and would sit staring into the darkness, saying nothing.  

As the first hint of sun was creasing the horizon, she suddenly 
said, 'I'm tired. Let's go now.'  

We drove in silence to the address she had given me.  It was a 
low building, like a small convalescent home, with a driveway 
that passed under a portico.  

Two orderlies came out to the cab as soon as we pulled up. They 
were solicitous and intent, watching her every move. They must 
have been expecting her.  

I opened the trunk and took the small suitcase to the door. The 
woman was already seated in a wheelchair.  

'How much do I owe you?' she asked, reaching into her purse.  

'Nothing,' I said.  

'You have to make a living,' she answered.  

'There are other passengers,' I responded.  

Almost without thinking, I bent and gave her a hug. She held 
onto me tightly.  

'You gave an old woman a little moment of joy,' she said..'Thank 
you.'  

I squeezed her hand, and then walked into the dim morning light. 
Behind me, a door shut. It was the sound of the closing of a life.  

I didn't pick up any more passengers that shift. I drove aimlessly 
lost in thought. For the rest of that day, I could hardly talk. What 
if that woman had gotten an angry driver, or one who was impa-
tient to end his shift?  

What if I had refused to take the run, or had honked once, then 
driven away?  

On a quick review, I don't think that I have done anything more 
important in my life.  

We're conditioned to think that our lives revolve around great 
moments. But great moments often catch us unaware-beautifully 
wrapped in what others may consider a small one.  

PEOPLE MAY NOT REMEMBER EXACTLY WHAT 
YOU DID, OR WHAT YOU SAID, BUT THEY WILL 
ALWAYS REMEMBER HOW YOU MADE THEM 
FEEL.  

Thank you, my brothers!  ... Life may not be the party we hoped 
for, but while we are here we might as well dance. 

 

For Sammy Nixon:  
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Who am I? 

W e have  thousands 

of photos of Scot-

tish Rite members and 

events and almost none of 

them are  labeled! 

If you recognize this 

brother then please let the 

secretary know who  he is. 

 

 

Attention all 32° Masons  

Are you a 32Á Scottish Rite Mason?  
 

If so, why not join the  

KNIGHTS OF ST. ANDRE W ?  

Interested?  Please send information to:   

John Unger, Secretary 
4609 Hampton Falls Place, San Jose, CA 95136-2678  

or e-mail johnp4609@yahoo.com. 

Please include your name, address, phone (home, work, 

cell <whatever you want listed>) and e-mail address if you 
have one.  

Do you recognize this brother?  

T his is one of the few 

recently discovered 

photos that was  

identified. 

Do you know him? 

ɉ3ÅÅ ÐÁÇÅ υτ ÔÏ ÆÉÎÄ ÏÕÔ ÉÆ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ 

right!)  

T he July stated meeting and dinner at San Jose Scottish Rite was well attended and saw our members dressed for the theme --
Bar-B-Que; Levies and shirts without ties was the uniform of the night.  

Members, wives, escorts and others lined up for the hors d' oeuvres and enjoyed these while preparing the mouth-watering and 
tender tri -tips steaks on the new Bar-B-Ques thoughtfully provided by the Scottish Rite management staff.  

The dinner menu was traditional July Americana, tri-tip steak or chicken, potato salad, macaroni salad, corn on the cob, Bandito 
beans, coffee, tea and savory sweet strawberries over shortcake that was prepared by Hazel Winter. Thanks Hazel for your effort 
on behalf of our dinner guests.  

Members, wives, escorts and others enjoyed a relaxing dinner and fellowship with friends, and, as always, the dining room 
assistants---Jack Harris, Alan Spalding, Ken Nagel, Bob Rowan, Dan Brothers, Phil and Oscar were assisting with food service and 
preparation.  

Join our members and others at the San Jose Scottish Rite monthly meetings and dinners; the 2nd Tuesday of each month and only 
$ 12.00 for each meal.  

Contact MaryLou Johnson at the San Jose Scottish Rite Center for dinner and meeting details.  Her phone number is 408.978.7483. 

 rogerbibb@yahoo.com 

Roger Bibb 
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